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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 


The late Mr. R. Tirumalai, IAS, was not only an able administrator, who held 
the high rank of Secretary to the Government of India, but also a 
distinguished scholar in historical and epigraphical studies He was a student of the 
revered doyen of South Indian history, the late Prof. KA Nilakanta Sastri He 
retained his interest in ancient history and epigraphy even after joining the LAS 
and untiringly devoted himself to research in these fields throughout his admin- 
istrative career and after retirement. This book bears the stamp of his keen in- 
tellect, his meticulous scholarship and his first-hand knowledge of the ancient as 
well as modern systems of administration. His book is a welcome addition to 
the studies in South Indian history which are few and far between. 


The Department of Archaeology of the Government of Tamilnadu has already 
published three of his historical works LRajendra Vinnagar (1980) 2Studies in 
Ancient Townships of Pudukkottai(I98)) 3Collected papers(1994) The present work 
titled ‘The Pandyan Townships’ is the fourth and the last book written by 
Mr-Tirumalai shortly before his death in 1997. The book is published in two 
parts - Part I dealing with the ancient geography of the Pandyan townships and 
Part II dealing with life in these townships in all their multi-faceted aspects This 
tremendous work of scholarship, which is the outcome of a lifetime of research 
on Pandyan inscriptions, will be a boon to scholars interested in the social and 
economic history of the Pandyan period. 


My predecessor, Thiru NatanaKasinathan, deserves appreciation for taking. the 
initiative to publish this work, and it is my good fortune to see his efforts bear 
fruit during my time. I am especially grateful to Tmt.R.Vasanthakalyani, 
Epigraphist and TmtB.Valarmathi, PC. to Commissioner for their unstinted co- 
Operation and assistance in editing this Volume. 


K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty, IAS, 
Commissioner of Archaeology. 


PREFACE 


The Pandyan Townships Part I and II are the outcome of my intense research 
based on the Pandyan Epigraphs, most of which remain unpublished as yet. This 
was greatly facilitated by the Jawaharlal Nehru Fellowship granted to me for two 
years 1983-85 by the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust. I am deeply sensible of the honour 
conferred on me which has enabled me to intensively research into the vast 
unpublished material; and bring out this pioneer work on the Pandyan Townships. 


I thank the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust for this generous funding of the Project. 
The collection of materials alone has taken over two years. I had also to tap other 
sources, the Tamil Nadu Department of Archaeology and the secondary sources. 
The total output as a result was too much to be compressed into one volume. I 
have, therefore, published the histories of some individual Pandyan Townships in 
my “Collected Papers”. Part-I of this work contains the historical geography of the 
Pandyan Townships. The substantive content of life in the Pandyan Townships in 
all their multi-faceted aspects is dealt with in Part-I. The Introduction Chapter sets 
out the scope and content of Part-IL It is appropriate that the three works are being 
published by the State Department of Archaeology. 


It is my privilege to acknowledge the great interest evinced by the Chief Minister 
of Tamil Nadu, DrMKarunanidhi and the Minister for Tamil Development, 
DrMTamizhkudimagan in publishing this work. I have had the privilege of 
working with both of them and it is indeed an act of their personal kindness and 
attachment to me that they encourage me in publishing these two volumes of 
original work. It also evidences the interest they have in bringing out new aspects 
of Tamil Culture and original research in the history of Tamil Nadu. | 


] am grateful to Thiru. V.Palanichamy. Secretary, Tamil Development and 
Culture and Thiru. Natana Kasinathan, Director of Archaeology in expediting 
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the printing and publication. I also thank the Government of Tamil Nadu for the 
munificent grant for getting this work in two parts printed in the Government 
Press, Chennai. My thanks are also due to the Government Press for the neat 
execution of this work. 


I had made a series of visits to Mysore to collect copies and transcripts of the 
Pandyan inscriptions. The then Director of Epigraphy DrK.V.Ramesh evinced a 
great deal of interest in my work and extending help to me with all the transcripts 
from the Pandyan Kingdom being collections over a century by the department. 
The Chief Epigraphist Dr.Madhav NKatti and the other off icers of the Department 
also were generous in helping me at all times My collegues in Karnataka 
Government made my stay at Mysore very comfortable and afforded me all 
assistance through the Administrative Training Institute and its Director. To them 
all, my thanks are due. 


I have made this topographical study comprehensive. But a mere listing of place 
names and their locations can be meaningful only if it is accompanied by maps. 
The Survey Department of Tamil Nadu Government helped me in preparing the 
original maps under my direction and guidance. They have been approved for 
unrestricted publication by the Ministry of Defence and by the Surveyor General 
of India, Dehradun. My sincere thanks are due to the Joint Secretary Sri AK Jain 
of the Ministry of Defence and to Major General L.MDeothra. Additional Surveyor 
General of India, Dehradun. But for the painstaking efforts of the Survey 
Department of Tamil Nadu Government and its of ficers, the maps could not have 
been accomplished. I am greatly indebted to the Commissioners and Director. of 
Survey - Thiru. Meikanda Devan, LAS, Thiru. KSampathkumar, LAS, and the 
Additional and the Assistant Directors and Sri. Ramachandran, Senior Draughtsman 
and his assistants in helping me in not only preparing the original maps but also 
in printing them in the photo offset press of the Survey Department for being 
attached to this Part. 


I have pleasure in acknowledging the secretarial assistance rendered to me in 
bringing out this volume by my personal staff Thiru. R.Krishnakumar and 


Thiru. R.Balasubramanian, Dr.ARangan and Miss. Sruthi Rangan also helped me. 
My thanks are due to them. My wife took a great deal of interest and took on 
herself arranging the chapters and getting the manuscript ready for printing. 


It is hoped that scholars will find this original work useful and it will stimulate 
further studies. 


I have pleasure in acknowledging the generous funding for the study granted to 
me by the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust and the honour conferred on me as a Jawaharlal 
Nehru Fellow. I am proud to associate this work with the name of the Great 
National Leader himself a historian who wrote and made history. 


This work is hence dedicated to the memory of the late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 


R. TIRUMALAI 
(1997) 


The publishing of this work was one of the last wishes of my late husband, who 
passed away on 8th September 1997 after fulfilling his desire to write Part I and 
Part H of "PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS”. I thank the State Department of 
Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu for bringing out this volume. 


(Mrs. SRIVARAMANGAT TIRUMALAI) 
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The Pandyan Townships 


Introduction: 


This work incorporates the results of the original research on the Pandyan 
Townships which I have carried out over a period of 7 years. This work has been 
greatly facilitated by the grant in the form of Fellowship from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Memorial Fund for a period of 2 years from 1983-85. 


The work mainly depends upon the Pandyan Inscriptions The published 
inscriptions are but few, compared to the total volume available. Hence the 2 years 
were mainly taken up by the study, copying and analysis of a large volume of 
unpublished inscriptions available with the Epigraphy wing of the Central Depart- 
ment of Archaeology. My greatful appreciation is due to the then Director of 
Epigraphy DrK.VRamesh and the Chief Epigraphist to the Government of India 
Shri Katti for making available this large corpus of unpublished inscriptions in 
their custody. 


While studying the unpublished inscriptions, it came to light that there were 
a number of inscriptions originally copied by the Department of Archaeology but 
the estampages for which have become worn out due to efflux of time. Some new 
inscriptions also have to be copied and some of the earlier ones denovo. The 
Director of Epigraphy kindly undertook to fill this lacunae and has since furnished 
me with the copies of most of these inscriptions required. My work would not 
have been complete but for this prompt and effective assistance of the Directorate 
and my personal gratitude to the Director of Epigraphy has become many fold. 


The copper plates of the period form another good branch of the evidence and 
these have also been harnessed. 


I have utilised the evidence that can be culled from literary sources, but in its 
very nature this is but comparative or corroborative in nature and meagre in 
quantum. 
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Hence the work is essentially an interpretative analysis of the data found in 
the inscriptions. This analysis is for a large part original but acknowledgedly 
utilises the results of investigations by pioneers and savants like Hulzch, Venkiah, 
K.V Subramanya Iyer, T.NSubramanian and above all, Prof.K.A.Nilakanta Sastri. 


The attempt is "to go the fountain and drink,” closely following the texts 
and piecing up the usages from several epigraphs and in relation to the context in 
which they occur. It is hoped that this methodology has helped in improving our 
knowledge of the diction and terminology of the times and brings out the true 
import of the texts. 


Scope of the work: 


This work aims at reconstructing the social and economic conditions in the 
Pandyan Townships not merely in their contours, but analysing all the implications 
of the data that can be marshalled from the inscriptions. 


While indexing the inscriptions, it struck me that a totally new aspect of work 
is well worth attempting. The available data lent itself easily for locating the places 
important and not so important, the Nadus in which they were located and where 
the division was a Valanadu, such Valanadus could also be identified. The more 
dense the date, the territorial boundaries of the Nadu could also be delineated. But 
the published inscriptions had left a lot of gaps. As a rule, identification was easy 
and definite if the place name occurs in an inscription in its place of occurrence. 
Hence, at my request the Director of Epigraphy was kind enough to furnish me 
with fresh inscriptions copied in the later years and these were of great avail. The 
result of this work is reflected in the reconstructed Historical Geography of the 
Pandyan Kingdom. This work itself has become sufficiently elaborate, fit enough 
to be published as the first part of the work. ` 


Arrangement of the Chapters 


The whole work is published in 2 parts Part I consists of the Historical 
Geography of the Pandyan Kingdom. The general features of this reconstruction 
are set out in the introductory chapter of that part. The detailed territorial 
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divisions and the principal places of interest therein as revealed in the inscriptions 
are set out in the pages that follow. The territorial divisions are marked out in the 
3 maps included. Contiguity of the Nadus has been maintained as far as the 
evidence would permit The changes in the formation of the nàdus or Valanadus 
and the changes in the territorial ambit in which particular places were situated 
have also been noticed. They are only a few. 


Place names and territorial divisions have been named and renamed in the 
context of Cola occupation of the Pandyan kingdom. These have been noticed and 
the restoration of the names agreeably to the Pandyas after they re-asserted their 
authority has also been brought out. 


This part of the work provides a secure geographical basis to identify places 
and to approximately ascertain the spread of the nadus. Besides, it provides a basis 
on which the nativity of several officers of the kingdom could be ascertained. 
These could blaze the trail for further lines of research indicated by me. 


Part Il reconstructs the social and economic conditions not in any general way 
but in the particular context of the data thrown up. The first chapter deals with 
the conditions upto the tenth century, during the period the “Pandyas of the First 
empire”, as ProfSastri has approximately termed it. The second chapter onwards 
deal with conditions during the period of the Colas from the end of the 10" century 
to the beginning of the 13%. The Pandyan supremacy was reasserted by about the 
later date. Significant changes in tenures and the modes of levy of land dues had 
occurred. The economic stress felt in particular tracts and the land colonisation 
noticed in the kingdom has been described. Particular attention has been paid to 
the role of the community in the creation and maintenance of public utilities like 
irrigation tanks or drinking water sources or construction of dwelling places etc 


So then, the book aims at presenting the community life and organisation 
spread over 5 countries as realistically as possible, based on authentic data 
that can be extracted from the epigraphs New aspects of life like the food and 
dietary habits, the condition and yield of milch cattles and animals and several 
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other aspects not hitherto brought out have been now incorporated in this research 
work perhaps for the first time. 


I wish to express my gratefulness to the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust which made 
this work possible. It is a humble but fitting tribute perhaps to a great son of 
India who not only wrote History but also made it. 


My particular thanks are due to Dr.K.V.Ramesh, the Director of Epigraphy and 
Dr.Katti and his other collegues for unstintingly supplying me with copies of a 
large number of unpublished inscriptions. 


The University of Madras has invited me to deliver a series of lectures 
explaining the results of my research which I accepted. The lectures were delivered 
early in 1993 and the Madras University has graciously accepted to print the work 
in 2 parts of their publication under their Madras University Archaeological series. 
I am grateful to the University and the Vice-Chancellor for this recognition of my 
work. I am particularly grateful to Prof.K.V.Raman, Head of the Department of 
ancient Indian History who evinced a great deal of interest in the methodologies 
that 1 have adopted and my findings I am also grateful to a host of other friends. 
The Commissioner of Survey and Settlement Shri Meikanda Devan has rendered 
invaluable assistance to me in help offered for preparing the maps on the basis of 
my studies. The officers of the Survey Department also helped me with their 
expertise. I readily acknowledge this technical work of theirs which has made my 
work more intelligible and easy of understanding. 


I have had the assistance of others like SriR.Krishnakumar and R.V.Seshapani 
and Dr.Rangan who spared their leisure in making copies for the print. Others like 
Dr.Vagula went through the manuscripts and offered suggestions. To my wife I 
owe a special debt, as she not only stood by me in my long hours of work but also 
relieved me of all other responsibilities to concentrate on the work. To almost all 
others who helped in this work I owe my thanks. 
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THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 
L INTRODUCTION 


In planning the studies of Pudukkottai Townships I wrote on the scope of and 
justification for Township studies as below : 


The History of Townships, wrote Maitland, appeals to a wice range of sympathies. 
It traces the beginnings and development of the community activity and its organised 
behaviour, in its natural location. It depicts the played by the institutions collective 
or communal, local and royal in the everyday life of the community and individuals. 
It helps identify the change wrought on these institutions and their activities over 
the ages, by political and social forces at work. It pictures the agrarian community 
formations and brings out available facts of economic and social history related to 
or conditioned by such formations. It also, in a manner concratises the juristic concepts 
of the times and aids the study of historical and sociological jurisprudence - the former 
as a continuing stream and latter as a study of jurisprudence in the social setting 
of the times. Individuals who had played a noteworthy role in the affairs of the 
Townships present themselves as live characters on the scence and their joys and sorrows 
are sometimes reflected in it. In short, by fixing the community in its natural setting 
and environment the study of Townships helps recapture their variety, their cohesion 
and integrity, and the intensity of life and activity within, in their local habitations 
with their names. 


The term Township needs an explanation. In modern usage it has come to be 
appropriated by a part of human settlements in an urban concentration. Etymologically, 
it is derived from the German word Tun, meaning a hedge. It not only refers to a 
well-marked territorial area but also the community - the Conumitas - inhabiting it. 
Its connotation is agrarian and it denotes land, the habitation in its confines and the 
community residing in it. It aptly denotes the area of the community's interests and 
activities, their agricultural pursuits and identity. The term Township, then, is an apt 
rendering of the Tamil term Ur, (or Grama in Sanskrit) which, of course, carries with 
it, the Urar. For the Ur without the Urdr, is an eggshell without the egg. 


The subject is best studied in as compact a tract-as possible with geographical 
homogeneity and social cohesiveness. It will be as tempting as it is easy to generalise, 
stringing together pieces of evidence from diverse contexts and locations and find 
some verisimilitude in them all. That will not be true history. To steer clear of the 
error of historical averaging and to recapture the townships functioning in its fullness, 
and not merely in its contours, the subject is best dealt with tract by tract. 
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to 


With these observations in mind this book aims at reconstructing the authentic 
history of the townships in the Pandyan kingdom for the period 9th to the 15th century 
spanning 6 centuries. 


Sources 


The sources for this reconstruction are mainly epigraphic-inscriptions, published 
and unpublished. Only a small number of inscriptions copied by the Epigraphist 
Department upto 1909 have been published. The volume of those unpublished (ie. from 
1908 onwards) is large. A work of this kind essentislly has to draw the data from 
the texts of inscriptions, as they alone can afford the full detail and import of the 
transactions recorded. 


In addition, the Tamil literary works, including the unpublished palm leaf 
manuscripts in the Oriental Manuscripts Library and Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Aiyer 
Library and Prof. S Vaiyapuri Pillai collections have been made use of. The narrations 
in the traditional accounts having a bearing on historical events have also been utilised. 


Inherent constraints 


As the interpretation of the epigraphic evidence requires the unravelling of the 
meaning of the several terms that occur, the work has covered a wide of evidence 
and reassessed the interpretations already made by the earlier scholars. The task, in 
this respect, is not easy. It will be a great asset to compile a Tamil Epigraphica] Glossary, 
to bring out the specific import of the language of the inscriptions. This task should 
engage the attention of scholars interested in Tamil language and history. Beginnings 
have already been made in the Tamil Lexicon published first in 1924-1936 and reissued 
in 1982 by the Madras University. But the noble work needs to be carried forward 
and enlarged. For one thing, the texts of inscriptions available at the time the Lexicon 
was complied were limited. For another, many a term that occurred in the inscriptionis 
has still to be interpreted to bring out its contemporary import. It is heartening to 
note that the ICHR has since launched on compiling an Epigraphical Dictionary and 
this felt want would be met at least partially. 


The paucity of published inscriptions has imposed another constraint on the 
sociological and economic historian. The political framework and the chronological 
sequence have been already worked out in outline by Prof. KAN Sastri in his Pand yan 
Kingdom. that pioneer classic still holds the field. There are many gaps still to be 
supplied and many identifications still to be made or confirmed. Prof. Sastri has himself 
revised some of his statements later in his History of South India. In view of these 
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inadequacies, the sequence of events in a socio-economic history of a tract is apt to 
be somewhat puzzling and indeterminate. From the contextual occurrance and 
circumstancial evidence this sequence has been sought to be surmised as far as possible. 


The inherent constraints above, are to some extent, mitigated by the micro-study 
of a limited and defined tract. The integrity of the location where the inscriptions 
occur and to which they relate helps preserve and reflect the particularities involved. 
Together they limit the scope for generalisation, which would otherwise be wide off 
the mark, and narrow the margin of error. It is a distinct advantage of the Township 
study that it enables us to see steadily the social structure and the transaction with 
which society is bound up. Viewing these steadily we view it whole. 


This introductory chapter provides the geo-physical and the historical background 
to the extent they are relevant for the history of the townships that follows. The 
historical background is intended to fix the time-spread of particular or distinct period 
of the history of the tract so that the sequence of events set out can be fastended 
to each period. It will also enable the growth factors, and the changes in the agrarian 
conditions and society, some of them of a transitory and others of an enduring nature. 
These latter have their impact on the history of individual townships and the tract 
as a whole. 


Territorial Extent 


The Pandyan Kingdom had extended from Kanyakumari and the coast upto the 
Vellaru region in Pudukkottai. Some of the Pandyas of the First empire, like Varaguna 
I (730-65) and Varaguna II (862-907) led military expeditions to the north and their 
inscriptions are noticed in the districts of Tiruchirapalli and Thanjavur. During the 
13th century Maravarman Sundara I (acc. 1216) had similar exploits. Jat. Sundara Pandya 
I and Jat. Vira Pandya (AD 1251, 1253) had extended their sway right upto Kaficipuram 
and Mar. Kulasekhara I (AD 1268) held the modern districts of Tiruchirapalli, Thanjavur 
and South Arcot as part of his possessions and had appointed his brothers or other 
prince to be in charge of parts of these tracts. 


For purposes of this study the region has been confined to the modern undivided 
districts of Tirunelveli, Ramanathapuram and Madurai. The evidence concentrated in 
these regions is examined belts, rainfed and tank fed tracts and dry lands. These is 
a second reason. I have already covered the Pudukkottai tract in my Studies on the 
History of ancient Townships of Pudukkottai. The Townships of the Cola heartland 
I am working on covers Tiruchirapalli, Thanjavur and South Arcot districts. 
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Geo-physical features : 


The Tambraparani river is perennial and it gathers the flows of its tributaries, 
the Cittar, the Gatana and Ramanadi, the Manimuthar and Paccaiyar and several other 
minor streams. The main river takes its origin from the Podigai hills in the Western 
Ghats descends the northern side of the Ghats in Ambasamudram Taluk and flows 
through the plains of Tirunelveli and Srivaikuntam Taluks reaching the sea near 
Palaiya Kaval, the ancient sea port of the Pandyan kingdom. The tributaries Gatana 
ard Ramar.di, and Manimuthar also take a similar course till they join Tambraparani. 
T first two mingle near Pappankulam and join the Tambraparni river near 
Attalanallur. The Manimuthar joins even shed at the foothills near Kallidaikkuricci. 
The Cittaru joins Tambraparani rising from the Kalakkadu range joins the Tambraparani 
river east of Ceranmadevi. 


The Tambraparani basin is entirely located in Turunelveli' district the southern 
most district (till the addition of Kanyakumari in 1956) of the Madras State, (Tamilnadu) 
at the tip of the peninsula. The district has a rich variety. Its geographical features 
contribute to it. The Western Ghats or the west extending southwards is overgrowth 
with forests growing teak and other commercial varieties of timber and shola forests. 
Latterly, tea plantations have growth in the higher elevations. The district boundary 
marks watershed between the Kanyakumari district (the Palaiyaru, Kodaiyaru. 
Kulitturaiaru basin), to the south east of Kerala State and to the west of the Ghats. 
Rivers taking off from the higher reaches of the ridge flow on either side. 


The district takes its name from the principal and popular crop, paddy, the main 
cereal. Tambraparani-fed lands in the upper reaches are the most fertile and highest 
assessed lands, perhaps even in the composite State of Madras. Two paddy crops are 
assured and it is the principal crop grown. The average yield? is also the highest as 
the figures below will show : 


19045 to 1953-4 1918-9 to 1953-54 


Chingleput 0.591 0570 
Thai ivür 06 ` ` 0678 
Tirunelvéli 0817 0784 


The yield is the higher in the upper and western part of the basin (Ambasamudram 
and Tirunelveli Taluks) and lessens the farther east at the tail-end in Srivaikuntam 
and Tiruccendar Taluks. 
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One significant feature of the irrigation modes in the basin is the addition to 
the channels, taking off from the masonry anicuts’ feeding the direct àyacut (or 
command) the river waters are taken to the tanks through the channels and stored. 
The Calinguls or surplus weir is so fixed as to allow the surplus over the customary 
quantities required for the higher up ayacut to pass automatically and freely to the 
lower down tanks. Hence the surplus of the higher-up tank is the source of supply 
for the lower down tank. A chain of tanks as far as the gradient could allow and 
the available total quantum they would sustain had come to be formed. This was 
a highly developed irrigation system, well balanced, and critically and carefully 
maintained. Water management was developed to the highest point of efficacy and 
economy, and no waste was allowed. Tanks located in the depressions low ridges 
(Parambu) could also get supplemented with supplies from the immediate catchment 
areas ahed surrounding them. The tank system should heve demanded a higher amount 
of maintenance and care which was a community obligation. 


These characteristic modes of irrigation were noticed even in the 8th, to the lth 
centuries and should have got enlarged and extended over a time, both beyond, and 
after. The lay out and irrigation regulation and practices, and even crops grown, had 
varied as between the purely channel-fed and the tank-fed command areas. 


The Tambraparani basin in the middle of Tirunelvéli district stretched like a 
ribbon from west to east. To the south of this ribbon lay red ferrugenous lands of 
Nanguneri Taluk, and the ribbon lay the red ferrugenous lands of Nanguneri Taluk, 
and the sandy littoral of Tiruccendur and Srivaikuntam Taluks. Here the porous cup- 
like depressions impounding rain water sprout out in springs that sustain the paddy 
crop in the Teri region with self-springs as the source. Further east and south are 
the Palmyrah forests extending to the sea coast and tapering off into similar palmyrah 
growing tracts of Kanyakumari district. 


The eastern coast of the district is also famous for the pearl fisheries which 
were worked out intensively from the earliest known historical times and had 
contributed to the wealth of Pandyas. 


To the north of the Tambraparani basin are the black cotton soils and red 
ferrugenous soils merging with each other in the taluks of Kóvilpatti and Sankarankoil 
and rocky outgrowths. Jungle streams catching the monsoon showers and spats during 
the season, were arrested at rocky beds or where natural hillocks formed the blocking 
and diverted into tanks. The chain of tanks also helped in intensive water harvesting 
and no water was allowed to go unutilised. The Vainparu river runs across the tract, 
and there were irrigation works undertaken in the 9th century by Pandyan officials _ 
who were great benefactors like Huppaikkudi Kilavan. i 
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The Vaigai river and its tributory Suruliyaru taking off from Suruli hills winds 
its way along Sinnamanür and Madurai and flows eastwards through a number of 
prosperous townships dating back to the middle ages like Tiruppuvanam. 
Rajagambhiram, Mánámadurai. Partibanir, Paramakkudi and ultimately joins the sea. 
after feeding the big tanks of Rájasingamangalam and Ramanathapuram big tank. 
also supplied by it. The showers in the lines during the south-west monsoon and the 
heavier receipts during the north-east help raise two wet crops, besides plantains, betal 
in the plains and cardamom on the hill slopes. The vaigai valley head-reach was the 
highway for the spices grown in the Western Ghats to be taken to the Townships 
in the east. 


The Vaigai valley had rich irrigation potential which was harnessed by diverting 
flash flows and floods into the tanks. Care was taken also to supplement them with 
the inflows from immediate catchment areas ahead of every tank. The surplus of the 
higher up tank supplied the lower down sources in sequence. This was the cradle of 
civilisation from the historical times. 


But one shouid not imagine that the dry lands raising to the north of the Vaigai 
and reaching upto the Palani hills to the west and the uplands of Pudukkottai to 
the north were barren and unoccupied. Several minor streams like Tirumanimuthar, 
Thénáru, (Tiruppattür) Shanmuganadi, and Amaravati in the Palani region and several 
jungle streams from the hills (in Vedasandür. Dindugal and Melur taluks) were 
intercepted and the water utilised. Where there were no such surface rlows or such 
tlows were inadequate well irrigation was extensively resorted to. Epigraphic evidence 
of the earliest historical periods. say from the 8th century onwards, bring out the 
value of wells and how highly prized were the lands with wells located within. Even 
in the high level tracts anicuts across jungle streams and tanks were assiduously built 
and maintainea. Paddy and other irrigated crops were grown extensively. Land 
settlements even in these arid and dry tracts also been formed even in the 9th century 
as epigraphical evidence establish. undoubtedly they should have been far anterior to 
that period. This upland stretch reaches out to the hills forming part of the Eastern 
Ghats to the scuth of the Cauvery. The whole tract then was an undulating terrain. 
uplands which sloped on either side, to be alternated with riverine ribbons or belts. 
This lent itself to cultivating wet and dry crops, and we have several cases of a whole 
schedule of land dues charged on the crops raised but only on yielding lands. Invariably 
the levy was both in kind and in cash. on wet crops but only in cash on dry crops. 
besides various services that the occupants were bound to render to the Township. 
the Nadu. the royal officers, the community and temple-beneficiaries. 


Artisans, craftsmen and professions grew alongside to make life richer and fuller 
in the townships. 
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The Geo-physical features described above are tailored to provide the background 
needed to appreciate the history of the Townships, the modes of irrigation they had 
practised, and the economic impact they had on the community. The arable wet lands 
were laid in what may be called the open field system and presupposed collective 
and integrated community-regulation and practices. 


The south-west monsoon benefits the rever-flows in the months of June to 
September and helps raise a broadcast or transplanted paddy, in the first crop called 
the kar which is usually short-term and of the red variety. The north-east monsoon 
active from October to December, nurtured the long term main crop (Pifanam)* which 
is a second crop ripened by the summer which commences from mid-January. The 
tanks in the trans-riverine tracts benefited most out of the north eastern monsoons 
on which they were dependent. The dry lands were also cultivated in the middle ages 
using impounded rain water with irrigated dry crops and inferior grains, where they 
were inadequate to raise a wet crop. 


The diversity of the tracts noticed in Tirunelveli district has lent support to the 
view that it provides a text-book model or an epitome of the five-fold classifications 
of land, in early Tamil literature - viz. Kurifiji, mullai, marudam, palai and neidal - 
the mountainous tracts, grown pastures, the arable cultivated lands and patches and 
the arid drybelt and to littoral or coast. 


The settlements and the occupational bias noticed has also been influenced the 
characteristic features of these tracts. Also some of the earliest human settlements have 
been brought to light in the banks of Tambraparani at Adiccanallir. 


Pre-history and early history 


The pre-history and the early history of the tract need only be noticed in brief. 
For one thing, they have not been worked out detail by archaeological excavations 
and studies. For another the continuity of the Township establishments in historical 
times with these remote and far off stages of human habitation and endeavours cannot 
be established as yet. 


The archaeology of the district dates back to the Mesolithic stage, though it is 
not well-defined. Microliths now called iate Stone Age tools, have occurred in 
Sawyerpuram (Tiruccendur Taluk)‘ The material emplioyed on their preparation consists 
of jasper, agate, cornelian flint, chat, chalcedony, quartz and other semi-precious stones. 
The main types are the blade, crescent trapeze, triangle point, beaked engraver and 
side-and-end scraper. These tiny tools must have been attached singly or collectively 
to a handle made of wood and bone for effective use as arrow heads, sickles etc. 
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Foote observed that the Tirunelveli microliths lay embedded in the fossil sand- 
dunes (Teris) and were stained red by their long content with the ferruginous soll. 
In 1949 Zenner found Microliths near Tuticorin in a geological section which suggested 
that some of them may be of considerable antiquity - perhaps 8000 to 6000 BC? 
It was noticed even a century ago that the Megaliths had existed in Tirunelveli district 
at Adiccanallür. but no detailed work has followed up. 


At Adiccanallür" Urn-burials without any megalithic appendage in the form of 
a bounding circle or otherwise has been found in large numbers. Though they cannot 
be brought strictly into the orbit of megalithic monuments, they seem to be somehow 
related to them as non-implements, black and red were and fragmenting burials are 
common to both. There are other notable of Adiccanailur is more primitive than the 
megalithic pottery differences also. The pottery of the other sites. A quantity. of 
bronzework and gold diadems or mouth-pieses not found elsewhere in South India 
which have typological parallels in Palestine (about 1200 BC) and in Syria and Cyprus 
were found here. Among the tombs of the early Iron age of the time of Solomon 
in Palestine an outstanding find was a remarkable three pronged iron fork or a trident 
similar to the Adiccanallür iron tridents The evidence from Adiccanallur also appears 
to suggest that the worship of Murugan or Velan, a popular deity adored in the 
early Sangam literature, was known at the time. For besides iron tridents, iron banner- 
bases and representations of the fow! in bronze have been found at Adiccanallur. Traces 
of cloth were found sticking to some bronze objects. The mouth-pieces found also 
suggest that the practice of wearing them still adopted by the devotces taking Kavadi 
(a portable palanquin) to the shrines of Subrahmanya or Murugan as at Palani could 
be traced to prehistoric times? 


The people of Adiccanallür cultivated rice. several earthernware bowls containing 
the husk of paddy and bronze bowls with grains of rice have been found. The prevailing 
type of the people in Adiccanallur surmised to be the descendants of the Proto- 
Mediterranean stock." 


Therealter the annual are a blank. At the dawn of history. Jainism had spead 
to the extreme south. There are quite a few rock-cut caves with beds hewen for the 
use of the Jain monks. Brahmi inscriptions have been also noticed at Marugaltalai 
near Sivalapperi.” D has been read as the rock bed caused to be given by Kasipan. 
a Vel. 


Ven Kasipan Kudupitta 
Kal Kanchanam" 
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Similar epigraphs are also found elsewere in all the three districts. At Kalugumalai, 
the number of inscriptions is the largest? These are indicators of the antiquity of 
the human settlements and agricultural extension in the tract which supported them. 
But the bits of evidence these present are almost each a paranthesis. 


The Sangam age (Ist to 4th century AD) 


The Tamil Brahmi inscriptions can more less be said to synchronise with the 
sangam age. Of the community and its cobesive life, Prof. Sastri observes? 


The sabhà or manram of the king in the capital was the highest court of justice. 
The sons of Malaiyamàn were tried and sentenced and later released by the intercession 
of Kovur Kilar, in the manyam of Uraiyur, and pottiyar, after the death of his friend 
Kopperfijolan, could not near the sight of the same manram bereft of him. The elders 
are said and were doubtless expected to laid aside their personal currels when they 
attended the sabha to help in the adjudication of disputes. We may infer that the 
assembly was used by the king for purposes of general consultation as well. The Kural 
clearly a post-sangam work definitely regards the sabha as a general assembly goaling 
with all affairs. Even less specialized and more entangled in the social and religious 
complex of village life was the manram. Each village had its common place of meeting, 
generally under the shade of a big tree, wher men, women and children met for all 
the common activities of the village, including sports and pastimes. There may also 
have been a political side to these rural gatherings, the germ out of which grew the 
highly organized system of village government which functioned so admirably in later 
cola times. 


Land and trade were the chief sources of the royal revenue. The ma and veli 
as measures of land were aiready known but the kings share of the produce of agriculture 
is nowhere precisely stated. Foreign trade was important and customs revenue occupied 
a high place on the receipts side of the budget. The Pattinappalai gives a vivid account 
of the activity of customs officials in Pukar (Kaveri-pattinam). Internal transit duties 
on merchandise moving from place to place were another source of revenue and the 
roads were guarded night and day by soldiers to prevent smuggling. Moderation in 
taxation. however, was impressed on the rulers by many vise sayings the poets. If 
their word may be trusted, booty captured in war was no inconsiderable part of royal 
resources. The Colas are said to have had a strongly guarded treasury at Kumbakonam 
in the Sangam age. 


The streets of the capital cities were patrolled at nights by watchmen bearings 
torches, and the prison formed part of the system of administration. 
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A connected history of the growth of Townships can be attempted only from 
about the 8th century ie. of the Pandyas of the I Empire as termed by Prof. Sastri. H 


A brief sketch of the history of the Pandyas is given below for the limited 
purpose of providing a time frame to be kept in view in dating the evidence garnered 
and reconstructing the history of Townships. 


Among the early Pandyas (AD 560 - 920). Varaguna I (AD 756 - 815), his son 
and grandson Sri Maran, Sri Vallabha (815 - 62) and Varaguna II (862 - 85) respectively 
were the striking personalities who successfully ensured Pandyan supremacy and 
expansion.” Varaguna II had made a grant (AD 874) to Subrahmanya Bhatarar at 
Tiruccendir® and four years later from Aragilar (in South Arcot district) to the temple 
of Ericcavudaiyar at Ambasamudram.” 


During the period the Pandyas were engaged in enlarging their domination by 
waging frequent wars against the Ay Chieftains in the South and the Colas and their 
vassals attached to them in the north like the Irukkuvel chiefs of Kodumbalür. In 
the north they also made common cause with the Pallavas against the Colas. The 
Muttaraiyar chieftains sided the Pandyas and the Colas who ever was strong at the 
time. 


The Colas from the time of Parantaka I (AD 907 - 955) were intent on subjugating 
the Pandyas. Rajaraja I (985 - 1016) finally succeded in it, and incorporated the Pandyan 
Kingdom in the Cola empire. A prince of the Cola family was also appointed by 
his son Rajendra I (1012 - 44) as the Viceroy with the title of Cola-Pandya and with 
Madurai as his capital. The Cola hold over the tract began to weaken from the latter 
half of the reign of Kulottunga I (1070 - 1122). Even during his reign, the Pandyan 
rulers Jat. Sri Vallabha (1090 - 1116) Mar. Parakrama Pandya (1087 - 1110) and Mar. 
Srivallabha (1132 to 1163) are conspicuous dating the grants in their regnal years. 


The Pandyan independence was reasserted by Jat. Kulasekhara (acc AD 1190). His 
successor Mar. Sundara Pandya - I waged a relentless war against the Cola, Kulottunga 
III (AD 1178 - 1216) and his successors. The struggle could not be clinching for the 
Pandyas due to the intervention by the Hoysalas. The latter were determined to hold 
the balance between the two, the Colas and the Pandyas and intervened on the side 
of either whoever was weak at the time and strengthened their own relationship with 
them both, by matrimonial alliances. Clear evidence is found from within the Pandyan 
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country attesting the allocation of revenues as tribute to the Hoysalas from some 
townships of Ramanathapuram district. Out of the proceeds special services for the 
merit of the Hoysala rulers were institued in the temple as at Madurai and Alagarkoil. 
Indeed Mar. Sundara Pandya II (acc 1238), even founded a township at the request 
of Hoysala, Vira Sōmēśvara (1233 - 67) at the eastern extremity of Tambaraparani 
and named it after him as Vira Somideva Caturvédimangalam.® 


Jat. Sundara Pandya I (acc 1251) and his co-rulers Vira Pandya and Vikrama were 
the greatest conquerors of the age and the Pandyan kingdom extended the farthest 
upto Karchi and even Tirupati in their time. Mar. Kulasékhara (AD 1263 - 1371) was, 
perhaps one of the longest ruling kings of the dynasty. Marco Polo visted the Mabar 
Coast during this period and has given an account of the Kingdom under Kales 
Devar, Kulasekharas successors fought fratricidal wars and secured alternately the 
intervention of the Ceylonese ruler and even the Muslims under Malik Kafur the 
north. The succession line and the chronology in the 14th century is still inconclusively 
worked out and leave a number of points to be settled. 


But the Tirunelvéli tract in the prevailing confusion in the 15th century had 
annexed by the Tiruvadi Chieftains of Jayatunga Nadü, a branch of the Venadu rulers 
with headquarters at Kalakkadu. These rulers were frequently on the move, camping 
at various places like Kallidaikkuricci, Melacceval, Tirunelveli and were making grants 
to the deities in the Tambraparani tract and to Andal Shrine at Srivilliputtür.? 


They were overthrown by about AD 1533 by Visvanatha Nayaka sent by Acyuta 
Ráya and the suzerainty of Vijayanagara rulers was acknowledged. But it needed another 
campaign some ten years later (1543) organised by Rama Raya under Chinna Thimma 
and Vittala, his cousin, to quell the power of the Tiruvadi Chieftains and to check 
the menace of the Portuguese power that was growing, The surviving scions of the 
Pandyan ruled petty principalities around Kayattaru, Tenkaéi and Karivalam-vandanallur. 
These princess, the Later Pandyas were several and were having only control over 
local revenues and the temples and their possessions in the immediate vicinity of their 
capitals They were reigning from about (AD 1402 to about AD 1753)? Their power 
however progressively declined corresponding to the growth of the Nayaks of Madurai 
(1529-1736) during the period. Their grants were stereotyped and were mere assignment 
or ressignments of temple services, the accountancy and priesthood and from time 
with the rights for a small parcel of land (1 or 2 ma) a house and garden attached 
that went with the service tenure. | : 
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The Vijayanagar Rayas and the Nayaks under them had extended their authority 
over the whole of Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari tracts, They appointed the Sthanikas 
or Superintendents of the temples who were directly administering them. This should 
have reduced the area of f unctioning for the collective body of townships who were 
intent in their activity during the medieval period, whether under the Pandyas or the 
Colas. The Nayaks of Madurai had effective control over the tract and many land 
grants and extensions of temple were made by them. They also seem to have held 
the community action of the artisans under chains, 


The largest volume of evidence for this study pertains to the Cola and the 
Pandya period. 


Periodisation : 


For purposes of analysing the evidence, a periodisation can be attempted, though 
on conventional lines as below : 


AD 50 - 920 : The Pandyas of the I Empire. 

AD 950 - IDO : The Cola supremacy over the Pandyan Kingdom 

AD 1120 - B% : The Pandyas of the Il Empire who reassert their 
supremacy (with the Muslim interlude in between (1335 
- 1370). 

AD 1400 - 1535 : The rule of the Tiruvadi Chieftains 

AD 153 - 1736 : The Vijayanagar rule and the Nayaks of Madurai. 


The transactions described in the pages that follow are fitted into this time-this 
frame as far as the date can be ascertained or surmised. But in a socio-economic history 
what stand out are the trends and so long as the dates are placed within an appropriate 
time-sequence to which they relate, the precision in date can admit of some allowance. 
Social and economic trends creep through the ages over a period of time, like clouds 
in the sky and they are not specific events occuring at'any specific point of time. 
The French historians of the Annales School have ranked next only to the decisive 
movements of the economy, the weight or the inertia of civilisations, the product 
of a long process of adaptation between human societies and their natural milieu, a 
combination of choice and necessity a totality which evolves and changes at an extremely 
slow pace. thereby sealing the dooms of all attempts to escape from the prisons of 
longue duree”. Fernand Braudel has demonstrated the force of this conceptualisation 
in his La Mediteranean. 
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In this perspective, the history of the townships of the Pandyan Kingdom is set out, 
with a view to discern the social and economic trends, and the effect they had on 
the community, and to recapture the functioning of the community in situations which 
need adjustments and mutations over the centuries. 


FOOT NOTES 

L This district has since been bifurcated as Nellai Kattabomman and Cidambaranar district. ` 

2. The mean yield over the years in Tons per acre. Table 30 at p. 510 - ‘An Indias Rural’ Economy 
1880 - 1955 (Baker) 

3. The anaicut is a masonry obstruction to divert water into the supply channel up to a particular 
level down for the lower riparian users. It differs from a dam in that the run of the river is 
allowed and not impounded. The masonry anaicut should have even in the middle ages, taken 
the place of the periodical or annual Koramibo works. In a Korambo the flow is held up and 
diverted by an earthern bund, strengthened by shrubs and palm leaves and it needs renewal at 
frequent intervals or when floods wash them away. The masonry dam which was adopted early 
in the history of the irrigation of this tract did away with such customary communal obligation 
of periodical renewal of Korambo and reduced cost. 

A This term is derived from a strain of paddy, long-term Pasan or Pisan and has nothing to do 
with Pàsanam. (Vide : Tamil Lexicon - Vol IV p. 297) 

5. Mesolithic artefacts from Sawerpuram - A. Aiyappan Spodia Zeylaina Vol. 24 - Pt. 2. 1945. 

6. A History of South India - p. 5l. 

7. Adiccanallür is just on the banks of Tambraparni about 6 miles west of Srivaikuntam, the Taluk 
headquartors. 

8. A Reg : Catalogue of the prehistoric antiquities of Adiccanallur and Perambur - (Madras 1915). 

9. This account follows that of Prof. KAN Sastri in his History of South India (Oup) op 57 to 
59, 

10. ARE 407 / 1906 

ll. Corpus of Tamil Brahmi Inscriptions I. Mahadevan. 

D SLI Vol V Nos307-406 

I3. A History of South India p90 

l4. The Pandyan Kingdom. 

15. For genealogy please see the History of South India - By KAN Sastri p 172. 

l6. EI XXI 101 

17. SII XIV 16A El IX p 84 

D Please sce the author's paper on this Township Journal of ESI - Vol. XX - pp. 13 to 22. Collected 
Papers Papers (1124) 

19. TAS Vol. IX - Nos. l, 2, 19, 22, 23, 24. Volume I - p. 60. 

20. TAS Volume I - p. 60 

21. French Studies in History - Vol. En 8 (Maurice Aymond, Harbans Mukhia) Orient Longmans - 


1988). 
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SECTION - 1 
THE TOWNSHIPS OF THE EARLY PANDYA PERIOD 


The earliest stratum of epigraphic evidence is to be found in the Tamil Brahmi 
labels scurding the donors of the Jaina image noticed at different places in the tract 
under study. A later stratum are inscriptions of the early Pandyas. The number of 
places and the number of Jain inscriptions therein stretching over a period of ten 
centuries (Ist Century BC to 9th Century AD) is listed in Appendix L The largest 
number of places is found in Madurai District. The single largest collection is from 
Ayyampalayam (14) in Palani Taluk. Uttama-Palayam has the second largest density, 
followed by Mettuppatti. Both the number of places and number of inscriptions taken 
together reveal Madurai, Melur, and Tirumangalam taluks adjoining it have had the 
largest concentration of Jaina shrines. 


Five places in Ramanathapuram district have yielded Jaina inscriptions of which 
two are later (Hanumantakudi and Ilayangudi). Aruppukkottai has two places of which 
Pallimadam has extent four inscriptions. But there should have been more as Kurandi 
(identified near Pallimadam) was a famous centre of Jaina ascetics and preceptors of 
whom Gunasena was one of the well known’. He had the Jaina shrines of Kurandi, 
Tirukkattampalli, Kilakkudi, Peéccippallam under him and his associates figure in the 
inscriptions from these places. A nunnery appears to have existed at Pallimadam* The 
only inscription from Erukkangudi is however important as noticed below. 


Tirunelveli district yields a far larger quantum of evidence. Seven places of 
occurrence of Jains shrines are noticed, of which three belong to the medieval period. 
Among the remining four, Kalugumalai (Nerkunram) (K6vilpatti Taluk) has the largest 
known number (101). Ervadi (Nangunéri Taluk) Kurralam (Tenkasi) and Marukattalai 
(Tirunelveli Taluk) have respectively 3, 1, 1, inscriptions. 


These inscriptions have dated on palaeographical grounds, where they do not 
themselves give any regnal year or any internal clue for their date. But the total corpus 
of the Jaina inscriptions considered can be ascribed from the 2nd or Ist century BC 
to about AD 9th or lOth century. 


The inscriptions reveal the Jaina Centres in the tract had transtract contacts and 
connections with Kottaru, Chitaral (Kanyakumari District) Tirunarungondai in South 
Arcot District. Kalugumalai, Kurandi, and Anaimalai and adjoining places had Jain 
concentrations. 
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The contents of the inscriptions reveal that the Jaina monasteries had both men 
and lady preceptors (Kurattiyar) and disciples The members of a family often cut 
beds for Jains recluses or set up Jaina images for merit of the next of kin, a mother, 
a wife’, a brother or some one related. There were ofcourse, several lay devotees among 
the donors? 


Others were of Jaina persuasion on pilgrimage from far and near. Travel in early 
Pandyan times, though lacking in convenience was still a vogue fostered by faith, 
political conflicts or mercantile needs. Mobility of people of ascetics and the laity. 
of generals and soldiers or those in trade or after scholastic training can be noticed 
even in these early times. 


The inscriptions noticed bring out three distinct periods. First, the Tamil Brahmi 
inscriptions assigned to 2nd or Ist century BC and early years of the Christian era. 
Second, inscriptions on copper plates and on stone of the 8th and 9th centries of the 
early Pandyas mostly in Vatreluttu script but in Tamil language. Third, inscriptions 
of 8th, 10th century which will be noticed in their context. 


Among the Brahmi inscriptions of the earliest period, the Alagarmalai inscriptions 
refer to donors, one of them was a goldsmith others were a salt merchant, a sugar 
merchant, iron monger, a monk? and a cloth merchant’. The Mangulam Tamil Brahmi 
epigraphs dated in the reign of the early Pandyan ruler, Nedufijadaiyan referr to an 
officer (Panan) under him? and his brother-in-law and nephew among the donors". 
A merchant prince (Kaviti) belonging to the Nigama (Merchant guild) of Vellarai 
(identified as Tiruvellarai near Tiruchirappalli) and the members of the guild were 
also among, the donors”. 


We get a far larger quantum of evidence of the second period. By the end of 
the 9th century gleanings of the organised life and institutional arrangements become 
evident. The inscriptions spread over the whole tract from Ayyampalayam® (Aivarmalai 
in Palani Taluk) to Kalugumalai (Tirunelveli district) indicate inter se contacts and 
contacts with places of Jaina concentrations in areas outside. Several donors of image 
in Kalugumalai and Ayyampalayam were from Nalkur in Venbunadu" Others were 
from Kottaru (Near Nagercoil) Chitaral (Tiruccaranam)" (in Kanyakumari District) 
and from Kurandi (Aruppukkottai Taluk)”. Donors from other places included one 
from Kalakkudi which was a conspicuous centre of trade and several administrative 
officers hailed from that place? and from Alattür village in Kilkalakkurram? 
(Tirunelveli Taluk). 

But the largest number of donors hailed from Kalugumalai itself. A father 


and son and two brothers! figure among them. A son donated an image for the merit 
of his mother. A stone mason of the Nadu, Nattuttaccan a chief of the Pungudi nadu 
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and the chief of the Nercuranadu were among other donors. Perhaps the chiefs had 
set up images for the benefit of the Nadu as a whole from the proceeds of dues 
of Nadu or individually from their personal funds. 


An assiduous monk Ajianandi has caused several images at different places - 
Ayyampalayam?, at Alagarmalai? at Anaimalai™, at Karungalak kudi“, at Uttamapalayam® 
and Ervadi", which seems to be the earliest. His name is mentioned in an inscription 
in Kongarpuliyangulam? and his mother Gunamatiyar in an epigraph of Peccippallam 
(Madurai Taluk”. Another image set up by A jjanandi was noticed at Arittappatti (Melur 
Taluk)”. 


If all these inscriptions refer to one and the same monk, they should have been 
very active in and around Madurai and Palani besides Ervadi in Nanguneri Taluk. 
Perhaps there might have been more than one monk of the same name. 


A member of the Vira Sangha (that is the group of Jaina monks) from 
Tirunarungondai (South Arcot District) set up an image at Ayyampalayam*. He must 
have been a leader among them, as Mallisénaperiyan, his name conveys. The Jaina 
monks were hailed as Virar (conqueror) on account if the four-fold prowess they 
acquired by their austere penance®. In AD 870, (Š 792) 8th regnal year of Pandya 
Varaguna II) Santivirakkuravadigal a disciple of Gunavirakkuravadigal renovated the 
Parsvanatha shrine at Ayyampalayam and donoted 505 kanam of gold for offerings 
and feeding an ascetic?. 


Sheep offerings for burning lamps were also made for the Jaina shrines. In 
the 42nd year of Marafijadaiyan (AD 798) a Brahmin of Tiruccuriyal, Mani 
Sankaranarayanan, a Nagarattar caused to instal a shrine of the Dévar. For burning 
lamps in 3 fandis he deposited with the Pérürar (the village elders) or the township 
organisation) 2 Kalahju of gold and 24 sheep (against the yield of which) 20 nali 
of ghee per year were to be delivered. They were left in the protection of Tirumalai 
Virar and Parantaka Virar*. In AD 806 one such gift consisted of 50 sheep for supplying 
5 nali of ghee every month* Cash donations of Il kasu by a priest himself 
Anantaviranadigal was entrusted to another priest for burning a lamp with the interest 
proceeds at Uttamapalayam?. 


The wife of a shephered from Parür in Milaikkurram had caused an image to 
be cut at Peccippallam*. The number of sheep endowed had varied from case to case 
depending presumably on the number of lamps or hours of burning, The donors were, 
mostly, the common people and of varied avocations. 
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Land endowments were also noticed. In a dry area like Kalugumalai wells to 
irrigate the lands were indispensable. These were endowed by two donors one from 
Kadanadaikkudi in Tumburkkürram? and another from Perunavalur® in Milalaikkurram. 
The donors have depioyed their own funds and sunk one well each. The purpose was 
to feed from out of the produce the 10 V yragiyar (ascetics) including one expounding 
Siddanta and another grant was for feeding 5 Vyragiyars (ascetics) including one 
expounding Siddanta. 


These grants are dated in the 3rd year of Maranjadaiyan (Varaguna II Ad 865). 
These endowments were caused to be made by the chief of the. monks, Gunasagara 
bhatarar. The Tinaikkalattar occurring in this inscription in a damaged portion is sough 
to be interpreted below. 


To crown all, several benefactions of a popular chieftain, Etti Sattan, who was 
conferred the title of Iruppaik kudi Kilavan are listed in a record at Erukkangudi (Sattur 
Taluk). It is dated in the 18th year of Sadaiyan Maran (Srimaran Srivallabha - AD 
833) At Iruppaikkudi itself he erected a big raised an embankment to the tank 
Vallarkulam cut channels, and provide a trough for the water to pass*. This chief 
is perhaps the same as the one who figures in the Tiruccendur inscription of Varaguna 
Maharaja” (Varaguna II). 


Lamp services were instituted in Kalugumalai for the merit of the inner palace 
servants (ulvittu koil Sevagar) who died while laying siege in a war and destroyed 
Ariviyurkkottai? The early 9th century was an active period for the Pandyas whose 
armies moved south and north. A herostone at Eral seems to refer to one such expeditions 
and the death of a hero“. A mother (presumbly, Sattanammai) endowed 12 cows for 
the merit of her daughter, a dancing girl, Sattandeyam in the temple of Narasingaperumal 
(Brahmapuridevar)? at Tirunelveli, (elsewhere called Vikramapandyavinnagaralvar®. A 
Muttaraiyar chieftains wife (Arasivar) of Alaàgudi in lrurjonadu* endowed at 
Srivilliputtür a lamp and 25 sheep. A gift of 10 kasu (dinara i in Sanskrit) was endowed 
by a Brahmin lady for a lamp for at Tirupattür* A Atulagunattàn of Nalkir 
(Vembunadu) endowed a lamp for the merit of his mother and the next year a gold 
for the merit of his father in the temple at Perungulam.” These are cited here to 
show by the time of Varaguna I, in addition to Jaina centres, the temples for Visnu 
and his avatārs and of Siva were already coming into vogue and grants for the upkeep 
and pujà service were made. Indeed, his reign gave a great impetus to Vaisnava centre 
growing in popularity and prosperity. 


The endowments were varied in form in sheep, in cash, in land, and in capital 
works including wells sunk. The arrangments for their proper upkeep and maintenance 
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throw light on tne community organisations, besides other institutional arrangements 
made. As noticed above the obligation to burn a lamp in the Palli at Uttamapalayam 
endowed by a priest, Anantaviradigal with 11 ka$u was under taken by another priest 
or ascetic in charge of the shrine (Adigal)*. In Kalugumalai the Urar undertook such 
an obligation". In Ervadi the Jaina image out was to be protected by the Sabhayar 
of Nattarruppokku (that is the Brahmadéya assemblies in the division on the command 
of the river Nattàr (Nambiyar)®. 


An interesting record is from Tirukkurungudi in 4th year, Mara jadaiyan 
(Varaguna I-AD 769). The Mahasabha Vaikunta Valanadu in the Nattarruppokku sold 
a land to one Paricavan Brahmadirayar (Sendan Sattan) of Malainadu as Trayili. While 
it has several interesting aspects (which are dealt with below) the point made here 
is that the Sabha received Vilaiporul the price for the land) and [rai porul (capitalised 
amount) the interest on which was to be utilised for paying the land dues, receiving 
120 Kalan ju of gold endowed for the food offerings to Tirukkurungudi deity (Nambi), 
the extent sold was Kalekani sey or 5 ma (about 1 acre 73 cents)? 


In the 43rd year of Maranjadaiyan a Land gift as Palliccandam to Aruvalattu 
Bhataraka of Tiruviruttalai (Ervadi) was made by Irambattuvelan sattan. The land 
dues were to be protected by Pappancanror of Kilccéri in Nattukkürumu* (that is 
idential with the Sabhaiyar attending to the affairs of the Nadu). This inscription is 
important. The Pappancanror should obviously refer to the Brahmadéya Sabha of 
Kilcceri which was one of the constituents supervising the revenue affairs of the 
Nadu. (Nattukkrumbu) There were several Brahmadéyas in the Nadu, (Ivvurórgal). 
Perhaps the lands were irrigated by Arumannadai channel, taking off from Sirraiyur 
channel and Vilanperunkal and a third channel and hence more than one Brahmadeya 
was involved. They sold the land at a price inclusive of the [raivilaipporul ie. the 
capitalised amount yielding adequate interest to pay the land dues. They undertook 
the obligation of paying the land dues and render the services fastended on land, 
(I raikadanum vali Irai vetti) keeping a vigil. If they failed to do so they undertook 
to pay a penalty severally (verruvagar) twice the Kadamai levy of 5 palankasu. 


. Fifty sheep for a lamp service by the Irumbattür-Velàn Sattan, the donor in 
Ervadi were entrusted to a commander (Padaittalaivan) with a surety for him. The 
donor was himself à composer and his verse in praise of the Jaina is inscribed. At 
the end the nasa( ya) Ranmar of the Nadu of Nattarrupokku were enjoined to protect 
the endowments. This is dated in the 43rd year of Marafijadaiyan®. 


The image set up by Ajjanandi at Anaimalai and the endowment for the 
establishment (2) (Purivara puravuvariyar Péramum) were entrusted to the Sabha of 
Narasingamangalam apparently a Brahmadéya adjoining Anaimalai named after 
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Narasingaperumal shrine set up there“. The last passage which is unclear may perhaps 
refer to the land tax executives of the Sabha or an endowment by them. 


The image caused to be cut by Ajjanandi at Arittapatti (Melür) was on behalf 
of the Karanattar (accountants and executives) of Nerkodu. The Vaniyakkudi people 
were to protect it". 


The protection of the image caused to be set up by Pudumai Eriyam Buti of 
Venbaikkudi was enjoined on the gana in charge of Puravuvari (Puravuvariganattary* 


An Anaimalai image was left to the protection of the Karanattar of Porkodu®. 
The Sritinaikkalattar were made to protect an image at Anaimalai having regard 
to this clear statment the rather unclear reference to Tinaikkalattar in the later portion 
of the Kalugumalai inscription referred to above. (SII V No. 406) might refer to the 
revenue officials of the king. 


The evidence above is significant. Already by the 9th century AD, townships 
of a varied character had come into being. They were also grouped into Nadus or 
politico-geographical divisions; they had as units, the Sabhas to oversee the endowments. 
Collectively, the Nartar looked after, supervised and ensured the performance of 
charitable endowments left in their charge. They had explicity taken several and 
collective responsibility for the proper maintenance of the endowments. Alongside 
endowments were left to be administered by the kings officials (Tinat Kalattar) 
Karanattar (Executives of the Nadus or townships). Endowments of sheen were also 
made and left incharge of garrison chiefs (Padaittalaivar) or the performing priest 
of the shrines (Adigai), besides others. 


As the curtain rises an established structure of the Nadu and already emerged 
with an institutional framework though somewhat unspecific with its executives, 
undertaking public functions and charitable endowments. The fact that the Sabhaiyar 
had undertaken Iraikaval obligation against capital receipts implies that they were 
responsible continuing agencies for collection of land dues and enforcing community 
obligations. 


References occur to an enigmatic body 1700 who were entrusted with buring 
the lamp and the protection of sheep endowments made in Tiruppattur in 
Marafijadaiyan's reign“. The townships had shepherd or parttime military personnel 
who undertook to tend the sheep and measure the ghee. They were attached to the 
temple and had to do all odd jobs and services (Vettikkudi). 
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Grants were also made to compensate for service to be rendered to the shrines 
set up. A chief potter of Nercuram was granted sey for supplying earthen vessels 
for the bath (for carrying water) and for cooking food offerings? to the Araimalai 
Alvar of Nercuram. 


The chief smith (Perunkollan) of Nercura Nadu who was executing the 
maintenance and construction of Araimalai Alvàr was likewise granted fey”, 


Another endowment of Kalañ ju. the interest proceeds of which were to the benefit 
of Vanar (washerman) was made in Tiruppattür*'. 


These instances would suggest that there were designated artisans attend to the 
services of the community and of the shrines and they were granted lands for services 
rendered or more appropriately for services to be rendered on a teritorial basis; these 
endowments could have been mere estates upon condition. 


The Jain shrines and endowments considered are only a species of evidence. There 
is a far larger volume of evidence available in the grants of Brahmadeyas and 
devadanams to temples which were proliferating alongside with the increase in the 
number of settlements and extension of cultivation and habitations. This activity was 
gaining momentum during this period. 


When these inference are tested with the larger volume of evidence available 
in copper plate grants and inscriptions of the period, it will be seen the evidence 
reinforces and sometimes defines the functioning of these arrangements and agencies. 
These aspects are dealt with below. 


It is significant that these endowments for lamp service were mostly made either 
in sheep, cows, buffaloes or in cash. The cash could be invested straight away or on 
cattle. The land endowments were far and few between. With the extension of pastoral 
accent of the economy the direct and more secure yield of ghee required for the 
Services was a surer guarantee for performance. Agriculture is fought with hazards 
of the monsoon behaviour and the yield. The grain to the ghee yield may also require 
to be ensured and they may not be easy if the yields of paddy vary from field to 
filed or tract to tract or whether irrigated or rainfed. Hence the preferred form of 
endowment is sheep or cash. The economy can be said to be static, holding the ground 
for over three centuries. Monetary fluctuations were there, but the transactions were 
not such as to be affected by them. For the bulk of the transactions were in kind, 
paddy also serving as a medium of exchange or as the basis for such exchange. Inflation 
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and price fluctuations would heve been minimal. But it is still difficult to establish 
the cash to grain or commodities nexus even within a limited area and closely proximate 
periods as we shall see later. 


It is interesting to compare the yield of the sheep / cows / buffaloes endowed 
and their gold or cash equivalent deposits during the period. The variations are but 
few. The yield for 50 sheep had varied from 5 nali per month$ in the reign of 
Maran jadaryan to 7% nali at Pallimadam in the times of Colan talaikonda Virapand ya® 
(950 AD) But in this earlier period itself the yield had varied in different 
locations?" 


Could it be that the lower yield in Tiruppattur, Pallimadam (atleast up to the 
beginning of Virapandyas reign) and Kalugumalai was due to the tract as compared 
with the wet area of Perungulam, Ambasamudram, Perumalafiji, Sivalappéri, 
Vijayanarayanam where grazing or biomass from wet cultivation could be better had 
and for a longer period. The equation of the sheep to buffaloes and cows yielding 
the standard ghee requirement of 7 nali per month per lamp can be deduced as below 


Ghee 7% nali = 50 sheep = 25 cows or 6 buffaloes. This ratio of cows® to buffaloes® 
is also noticed in Cola times". In AD 904 twenty sheep cost 2 kalariju in Kalugumalai" 
yielding 20 rali per year. 5 kalafiju hence could be the price of 50 sheep, the yield 
of which could be 7% nalis per month. The ghee yield at Kalugumalai was phenomenally 
low. 


The interest equivalent of ghee however shows variation. In Ambasamudram a 
deposit of 30 Palankasu had the interest yield equal to 30 nali per month, that is 
one nali per month per Palankasu in Maranjadaiyan’s times? : In Perungalam in the 
llth year Sadaiyan Maran (AD 916) 13 kāśu could secure only 7 nali of ghee per month”, 
This could be attributed to the lack of parity in the exchange rate Palankasu and 
kaSu that obtained in closely proximate periods. The data show that the interest yield 
of Palankasu to Kalafiju equation was equal. For the standard yield of 7 nali per 
month it required 7 palañkašu deposit. But it required D kasu in Perungulam in 
Sadaiyan Maran's time. 


For 50 sheep the yield of 7 nali of ghee appears to be low. This is explicable 
by the fact that of the sheep some may be too lod, and barren and some others may 
be expectant or alternative too young and as yet not capable of yielding, Of the milch 
cattle actually yielding, some allowance has to be made for the subsistence of the 
shepherd and his family. Nevertheless the yield of the cattle can only be said to be 


22 THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS — PART Il 


low. The Piranmalai evidence of Mar Kulasekhara time is clinching : the average 
milkyield of 6 cows is only 1 nali, and for 30 cows 5 nali of milk (Apn : ID” 


The yield of the sheep and the cows and the buffaloes had been invariably at 
the rate of 7 nali of ghee, that is at the same equation as given above right through 
the 9th to the lth centuries, in Cola-Pandya times even in the wet tract of Tambraparani 
basin. Adanür in Kóvilpatti, Taluk also yielded the same”. The force of longue duree 
has never been better demonstrated. The breeding technology and the varieties of milch 
cattle and their breeds and the fodder and feeding practices for cattle could hardly 
have improved through the three centuries. More of this is noticed later while reviewing 
the transactions of the later periods. 


The above observations should not make one jump to the conclusion that the 
level of price of commodities expressed in terms of coinage or paddy also was totally 
unfluctuating. For one thing, as noticed already the exchange rates of different types 
of coinage had varied: For another, with such changes in coinage the quantum of 
interest yield of paddy could vary. Nay, more the unit prices of commodites expressed 
in times of paddy, also have varied in the same reign of Varaguna II as between 
Ambasamudram and Tiruccendür. The former at the head reaches of Tambraparant 
and the latter to the south of its estuary in a sandy tract. This is examined below 
to show how place and time utilities and transport changes and the differential characters 
and availabilities of commodities had resulted in varied level of prices. The intriguing 
aspect of the interest rates conversted into paddy from ghee yield given per kasu has 
been already mentioned in the case of the Ambasamudram endowment. 


FOOT NOTES 


L This phrase is used to denote the undivided districts of Madurai, Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli. 
But the district are only convenient reference points for location. These artificial boundaries have 


no relevance to the life and transactions of the people through history. 

2. ARE 330/908, 3311908, 332/1908. Also 611910 from Mettuppatti Madurai Taluk. 661/1910 from 
Peccippallam (Madurai Tk) 

3. SII XIV 34 & 35 p. 27. 

4. SII XIV H7 Ayyampalayam. 

5. ARE 70 / 1910, Tamil Brahmi Alagarmalai. 

6. ARE 55 / 1910 for example 275/1965-66 (Tiruvadavur) (2nd Ist century BC). 

7. ARE 244 / 1963 - 64 

8 ARE 71-77 / 1910 

9 ARE 78-79 / 1910 

10. ARE 465 / 1906 

IL ARE 460 / 1906 
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. ARE 463/1%6 


ARE SII XIV iii 


. SII V 351 to 356 


SII V 351 to 356 


. SIL V 321 392 


SII V 318, 325, 332, 345, 359, 374, 38l 
SII V The identification of this place as Ukkirankottai is now established. 
SII V 360 


. SII V 327, 328, 342, 343, 344, 348, 349, 361, 376, 379, 382, 397, 382, 393, 401. 


Ibid 342, 344, 365, 366. 


. SII XIV 108 

. 306/1954-55 

. SII XIV 102 

. 562/1911 

. SII XIV 126 

. SII XIV 129 

. 54 / 1910 

.64 / 1910 

. Jaina Inscriptions p. 160) 


SII XIV 113 


. Vice Versa 2738 in Jivaka Cintamani (p. 1345 UVS edt. 1986.) The 24th Tirthankara was also known 


as Virar - V. 409 p. 210 Ibid. 
E. IL XXXII 335-338, SI XIV 22. 


. SII V 308 - 328, Kalugumalai 395/1907 Kilavalavu, SII XIV 32, Kovilangulam, SII XIV 34 & 35, 


Pallimadam, SII 34-Pallimadam. 


. SII XIV 42 the two ‘Virars’ are taken by the editor of the Volume to be military guardians of 


the temple. The term Vira has also been taken to refer to Jaina-Tirthankaras and in that sence, 
the endowment could have been left in charge of the priests, name after the Tirthankaras 


. SII XIV 39 Pallimadam. 
. SII XIV 128 Uttamapalayam. 


38. 67/1910 


. SII V 405 


40. SII V 406 


SII XIV 44 


. Ibid p. 33 

. SII XIV 31 

. ARE 371/1960 

. SII XIV 18 

. 831927 

. SII XIV 71 

. SII XIV 9 

. SH XIV 59, 62 (Sadaiyan Maran 2+9, 2+10) 


68. 
09. 
70. 
H 
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. SII XIV 128 

. SH V 308 

2, SIL XIV 130 

. SII XIV 19 

. SH XIV A 

. Ibid 41. 

. SIE XIV 102 (see also infra) 

. Jaina inscription p 160. The text is not available and the implication of the term Vaniyakkudi 


people could not be inferred. 
SH XIV 106 The Urar & the Ganatiar of Kurandi supervised 50 sheep. XIV 34 & 35 


. SIE XIV IO 
60. 
. SII XIV 9 & 16 could they refer to a body of priests ? 
. SII X 361 

. SII V 357 

. STE XIV 5 

. SIE XIV 39, 32 

. Ibid 79, 80 


SII XIV 100 


. SII XIV Ip X Tiruppattur S) sheep 5 nal 
29 ` Perungulam 50 sheep Dé  nàli 
32  Pallimadam KO sheep l0 onal. 


36 Ambasamudramn 50 sheep = Ja nali 
40 . Dalapatisamudram 50 sheep 7^  nàli 


42  Kalugumalai 24 sheep L^ ^ nali 
72 Sivalpperi S0 sheep ` 7% māli 


89  Vijyanariyanam 25 sheep 3⁄4 māli 
(in early 10th Century) 


But the yiels of ghee in Pallimadam is more at 7% nàli as seen from the inscriptions of 
the time of Vira Pandya (who took the Colan). (79, 80. 82. SII XIV) Tirukkostiyür. 15 nàlis for 
l8 cows and 50 sheep which is somewhat higher than normal yield (SU XIV-49) 


SIE XIV 15 Tirunelveli. 
[bid 58, Kurralam. 
Rajendra Vinnagar p. 17. See also SII XIV - 142 Adanür. 


SIL XIV 42 - It appears the endowed sheep yield more ghee than the straight interest rate of | 
nali per Kalai ju. 
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72. Ibid 27. It will be interesting to note that in Kudimiyamalai also | K alañju of gold gave an interest- 
equivalent of | nali ghee per month. (Pudukkóttai Townships pp. 67-78) in the reign of 
Parakésarivarman. Perhaps the Palankasu of Varaguna II was equal to 1 kalafju of gold, working 
backward from the interest-yield of nali of ghee per month. But 13 Kasu could yield only 7% 
nali that gives the nexus of 1 Palankasu = ie kasu to get the same interest equivalent of ghee. 
Palankasu perhaps contained a higher gold content to yield the same interest equivalent of ghee 
as one Kalafju. But Kāśu had more alloy and was devalued, perhaps. 


B. SII XIV, 60. There is one puzzle at 1 nali of ghee per month per palankasu in terms of paddy. 
the exchange rate would be 30 rali. This works out to an interest rate of 4 kalams per year, 
where as the rate of interest for cash deposits has been stated to be 2 kalams per kalahju in 
the two grants at Ambasamudram and Tiruccendur. 
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MADURAI DISTRICT 
S. No PLACE TALUK No. of INSCRIPTIONS 
———— Á——————— = —Ósóià i rante! MN 
l AYYAMPALAYAM PALANI TALUK 14 
2 DEVATTUR PALANI TALUK 1 
3  METTUPPATTI NILAKKOTTAI 8 
4  ALAGARMALAI MELUR 6 
5 ARITTAPATTI MELUR 2 
6 KARUNGALAKKUDI MELUR 2 
7 KILAVALAVU MELUR 5 
8 TIRUVADAVÜR MELUR 2 
9  ANAIMALAI MADURAI 9 
10 KILAKKUDI MADURAI 7 
11 KILAKKOVILKUDI (KILAKKUDI MADURAI) 
12 MANGULAM MADURAI 6 
13 MUTTUPPATTI MADURAI 5 
14 PECCIPPALLM MADURAI 6 
15 TIRUPPARARnKUNRAM MADURAI 4 
16 VARICCIYUR MADURAI 3 
17 KONGARPULIYANGULAM TIRUMANGALAM 4 
i8 KUPPALNATTAM TIRUMANGALAM l 
19 VIKRAMANGALAM TIRUMANGALAM 5 
20 UTTAMAPALAYAM UTTAMAPALAYAM 9 
99 


S. No. TALUK PLACE 


| PALANI 8 
2 NILAKOTTAI 1 
3 MELUR 5 
4 MADURAI 8 
5 TIRUMANGALAM 3 
6 UTTAMAPALAYAM i 
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RAMNAD DISTRICT 


S No. PLACE TALUK No. of INSCRIPTIONS 
| ERUKKANGUDI SATTUR 1 
2 KOVILANKULAM ARUPPUKKOTTAI 2 
3 PALLIMADAM ARUPPUKKOTTAI 


4 HANUMANTAKUDI i 


5  ILAYANGUDI PARAMAKKUDI l 
5 
TIRUNEVELI DISTRICT 
Š No PLACE TALUK No. of INSCRIPTIONS 
| ERVADI NANGUNERI 1 
2 KURRALAM TENKASI 1 
3 MARUKKALTALAI TIRUNELVELI 1 5 
4 SINGIKULAM NANGUNERI l 
5 KALUGUMALAI KOVILPATTI l 
6 PERUNGULAM MEDIEVAL PANDYAN 


7 VIRASIKHAMANI 
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CHAPTER II 
SECTION 2 


As already stated, the evidence gathered confirm a fully developed social structure 
even in the first few centuries of the Christian era. The varieties of townships and 
the larger territorial divisions, the Nadus, and the Valanadus were already formed 
and found adopted. They should have been the crystallisation of centuries of continuing 
in the 8th and 9th centuries. 


We have explicit evidence of how these settlements came into being from the 
several copper plates of the period. One of the earliest was the Velvikkudi grant! This 
was a regrant. The initial grant was made to one Narkorran of Korkai by Palyagasalai 
mudu Kudumi Peruvaludi alias Parameswaran and the grantee had personally preferred 
a grievance to the king himself (Nedurijadaiyan) in his capital at Madurai in his 3rd 
regnal year (AD 759) alleging that the grant-village had been resumed by the Kalabhras. 
The king asked for proof of the original grant which was instantly produced and 
on seeing it, it was regranted to the complaint Korkai Kilan? Kamakkani (Suvaran) 
Narasingan after demarcating the boundaries of the grant village, it had on its east, 
Nagarur and on its west Korranputtur and to its north and south were two water 
spreads. It was in Paganur Kurram. This village should be located on the Vaigai ribbon 
near Solavandan. 


The king designated a general who had won laurels against the Vallabha (Calukyas) 
Müvenda Mangalapperaraiyar alias Vaidya Sikhàmani Marankari of Karavandapuram 
(Kalakkudi-Ukkirankottai). The grantee, Korkai Kilan Kamakkani Suvaransingan kept 
to himself 1/3 of the village and granted 2/3 of the village to 50 Brahmins. Among 
these Mürtieyinan held with the approval of the assembly (the Sabha) 4% padagaras, 
he gave four parts to his younger brothers and six parts to the children of his paternal 
uncle, his coparceners with the approval of the Sabha. 


The three partners that is the grantee, the 50 Brahmins and Murti Eyinan'gave 
with their collective consent 4 Padāgarās of land to the composer of the eulogy (Prasasti) 
Enadi alias Sattan Sattan. The Brahmin occupants of the village alloted a house site, 
2 ma of wet land and one (ma?) of dry land to the engraver of the document, Suttakesari 
Perumbanaik karan. 


This evidence bring out that the original grant was made for the purpose of 
or at the time of a yaga (sacrifice). It might be a gift or an offering at the time. 
The restored grant had been held by as many as fiftytwo persons in addition to ten 
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deriving their title to smaller shares from the secondary grantee Murti Eyinan. The 
Brahmin occupants together gave a house site, a parcel of wetland and a parcel of 
dryland to the engraver. 


The grantee had both the Karanmai and Miyatci rights given by the king, Hence 
they were not only occupants but had also cultivating rights. The document is not 
explicit but such grants are usually relieved of the obligation of land taxes due to 
the king or charged concessional rates. 


This is clear indication of how a township comes into being. Even if the grantee 
be a single individual he acted for a group of recipients who had all shares in the 
grant-village. The shares need not denote that they were divided by metes and bounds 
but the rights of the individual grantee to the shares of the produce from the assigned 
extent of land was vouched for. The eldest members of the family had shared the 
lands or the produce with the copartners in the direct and collateral time. Also the 
fifty Brahmins inducted could have been of various gotras ; otherwise social needs 
and obligations could not be fulfilled. 


The inference is also plausible that a village granted had consisted of house sites 
the wet lands depending on an irrigation source and the dry lands for grazing or for 
cultivation. Every one of the share holders of the occupancy had parcels of the three 
types of land. 


The occupants were learned Brahmins. Even the composer of the Prasasti was 
a Sarvakrutuya ji (a Brahmin competent to do all sacrifices). The occasion for the original 
grant was also a sacrifice performed either by the Brahmana or the king or for his 
merit. The learned Brahmins (Kelvi andanar*) were those who did not deviate from 
the path set in the Vedic Scriptures (Srutimargam pilaiyada). The community of 
occupants should have been homogeneous but they had doubtless men of other castes 
till the soil and do various other services. The Hindu society in the traditional community 
way of life and organisation had become well established. The Pandyan songs fostered 
IL 


The formation of the Kurram and the Nadu (territorialision) had already been 
established. 


The inferences drawn above are confirmed by the Srivaramangalam plates also 
ascribed to Pandya Nedun jadaiyan. It was granted in his 17th year (AD 773). The grantee 
was one Sujjata Bhattar, well versed in the Sastras who was the son of a Brahmin, 
Sihumisra, of Bhargava gotra, Asvaladévara Sutra (a Rig Vedin) who was very much 
appreciated by Vidyadevata, belonging to Sabdali village in Magadha. The grant village 
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was Velangudi in Tenkalavali nadu (in Sivaganga Taluk). It was granted as Brahmadeya 
with both occupancy and cultivating rights (Karcnnuainü yatct) It was Sarva Parihara, 
rid of all the Kings dues. 


The boundaries show that to its east were Nilaikanimangalam and Ilandiyankudi. 
To its south were Perumarrur and Kallikudi. To its west were Kadambangudi and 
Kurangudi and to its north was Karàlavayal. The order was executed by the general 
in charge of the elephant force, Sangan Sridharan of Koluvur in Koluvur Kürram 
Cliruppattur in Ramanathapuram District) The Agfapti was the Mahasamanta well 
versed in instrumental and vocal music a scion of the Vaidyakula in Kalandai 
(Kalakkudi) Viramangalaperarasan Dhiratara Murti Eyinan?. 


The fact that both Karanmai and Miyatct were granted would suggest that there 
were still lands available in south Sivaganga areas abutting the Vaigai river for 
occupation. There appears to be clear distinction between civil and military functions 
of officials. Village formation with boundaries clearly demarcated and the Kurram 
formation had been already coming into vogue. 


The smaller Sinnamanür plates also ascribed to Pandya Neduijeliyan granted a 
village as Sar vaparihara. But it is stipulated that 85 kalams were granted as Purankaval. 
The import of this stipulation is not clear. Perhaps even if the grant was exempt 
of all taxes a very for watch and ward service for the Puravu (command) in kind 
was payable f rom the harvest yield". The Anatti (agiiapti) executor was Talaiyan Singan 
of Kundur in Kundurkurram in Andanadu which could be located in the central part 
of Palani Taluk. 


The Dalavaipuram plates of Parantaka Viranarayana (AD 905) register a grant 
made by the king while he was camping at Kalakkudi (Ukkirankottai). This was also 
a regrant" It had a history similar to the grant registered in Velvikkudi grant. 


Tirumangalam a Brahmadeya in Asinadu which was earlier occupied by 
cultivating tenants but had to be reclaimed was granted with both the Karanmai and 
Miyatci rights to 12 Brahmins. Like wise Somasikkuricci was granted to Katakasomaya ji 
as Ekabhoga. The grant deeds were lost. A Chieftain Kadattirukkai kilavan demarcated 
an area of cultvable land for himself the remaining part was granted as occupancy 
lands to Südra agriculturists and named Maduradaranallür. 


A Brahmin of Tirumangalam an agrahara of Asinadu and an official in charge 
of Somüsikuricci Narayanan Kesavan requested the king to resume the lands in 
Maduradaranallür and Somasikuricci and regrant them along with the other lands as 
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the lands of the two villages were not divided by metes and bounds within specified 
boundaries, but were interespersed. The supplicant belonged to Vana Gotra, Baudhayana 
kalpa, the son of Mayanarayana bhattar. He was well versed in satriya dharma, and 
was an officia! under the Pandyan ruler. 


The Agfiapti was Ilaiyanakkan alias Aññüruvan of Pullür in Vaikunta Valanadu 
could be located near Tirukkurungudi in the Nambiyar belt. The Madhyasta of the 
village (naduvunilai nayakar) was Sendan Kilavan of Perunduvelli in Venbunadu. This 
nadu was located in Aruppukkottai Taluk. The Accountants were Sattan Bhattarakan, 
a Tamil poet of Musukuricci in Alarrunadu (Mudukulattür Taluk) and another from 
Perungakkur (near Kalattiruk kai’). 


The boundaries of the two clubbed village granted by the deed were shown by 
the Natrar of Ašinadu and the Nartdr of Nercuranadu. The grant village could be 
located in between Kayattar and Kalugumalai in Koilpatti Taluk. The boundary stones 
were planted and the area so demarcated was granted to the Sabhaiyar of Tirumangalam 
and the Brahmins of Somasikuricci. 


Thereafter the Brahmin Acarya of Candilya gotra, Ka at yayana Sitra of Srivallabha 
mangalam Srimadavan Caranasekharan son of the daughter of Tiruvadi Somayaji who 
was descendant of Ganasvami Bhatta as the principal grantee on behalf of the Mahasabha 
granted to the PraSasti writers a plot of wet land with 2 wells on the same terms 
on which the grant was made to the Mahasabhaiyar (ie, the Brahmin occupants forming 
the assembly). Two plots of land with 3 wells were granted to those who drafted the 
grant deed and the engraver of the copper plates (Iraiyili) free from taxes together 
with house sites, garden land and half of the miscellaneous revenue (?) and the 
Mahasabha gave an endorsement to that effect. 


This document is important. The location of the grant village was in a dry belt 
in between Kayattaru and Kalugumalai. Hence the importance of wells to harness 
sub-soil water for undertaking wet cultivation. More importantly the grant dispels the 
idea that early Brahmin settlements were only located in the riverine belts, though 
the density of such settlements was distinctly more therein. 


The structure of the Nadu and of the Bralimadeya is well brought out. Already 
a general body of the Brahmin occupants, the accountant and the Madhyasta the 
registrar of the Sabha were in position. Clubbing villages of the earlier grants, 
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particularly when they were not in a continuous geographical area or were interspersed, 
the boundaries of the villages cutting across each other was resorted to to streamline 
the village holdings and so read. The Brahmin grantees in turn, were free to make 
over parcels of lands from within to other beneficiaries on the same terms or such 
other terms explicitly stated but this could be done only with the approval and 
authentication of the Mahasabha. This collective responsibility of the village expressed 
through this mode of functioning had become established already in the 9th and early 
lOth century or even earlier. 


The changing fortunes of the grant village would indicate the rather strenuous 
effort involved in cultivating the lands and their lapse from their favourable tenure 
to the state of agriculturist holdings of cultivators. But the resumption of these rights 
and vesting the Karanmai and M t yatchi with the Brahmin grantees would have implied 
the right for the latter to very the land-dues and to claim a stipulated share than 
those in vogue earlier in lieu of Miyatchi rights. The social tension that could have 
been caused was more than softened by the kings wrat, and his officers designated 
to implement the grant and the participation of the inhabitants (the Nartar) in 
demarcating the boundaries. It also vouched for the public knowledge of the grant 
and the community obligation to enforce and protect it. 

The grant of Rajasimha in the l6th year (AD 921-2) (Sinnamanur larger plates) 
was made when he was camping at Culal in the command area of Rajasinga Perunkulam. 
The grant village was Narceikaiputtur renamed as Mantragauravamangalam in Ala 
nàdu (ie, in Periyakulam - Uttamapalayam Taluk) The eastern boundary of the grant 
village cited as Suruliyar confirms it. The Alanattar showed the boundaries. The grantee 
hailed from Vadakalavali nadu as his ancestors of Komara-Sengudi, Kausika gotra. 
Agnivésya kalpa (the science of medicine)’ were settled in Puttür (Tiruppattür) on 
the upper Kundar in Koluvur kurram. The grantee was Parantakan son of Srésti and 
grandson of Bhaskara the vedic scholar. This was granted on the request of Sadaiya 
piran Bhatta Somayaji of Pullamanagalam in Colanadu. The Agnapti was Kürrankon 
of Vembattür of Kalavalinadu (Sivaganga Taluk). The watch and ward) (Kudikaval 
nayakam) was Kurakkuman of Kilvembunadu (Tirunelveli), a minister of the king 
perhaps he led the elephant for circumambulation. The accountants were Nakkankodan 
of Sevvür in Tirukkanapper kürram, Padaraiijolai of in Kürram Kon in of Perungakur 
in Kalattirukkai (division). 
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Parantaka the grantees father Bhaskara Sresti top foremost of the **Ambàlvas" 
had received a grant, of a village in Maniyacci® in Vadakalavali nadu renamed as 
Tisaiccudarmangalam from Parantaka Viranarayanan, Rà jasimha's father. 


This grant brings out the mobility of the Brahmin families in the early decades 
of the 10th century. Also the geographical spread of the Pandyan kingdom is evident. 
The officials entrusted with the implementation of the grant were drawn from Sivaganga 
Taluk, Tirunelveli, Sevvür near Kalaiyarkoil, Thañjāvūr in Arantangi Taluk. The grant 
village itself was in Periyakulam Uttamapalayam Taluk in the Suruliar belt. Was this 
migration of a Brahmin apothecary family from Tiruppattür to the Suruliar belt an 
indication of the desire to seek greener pastures with the more assured irrigation from 
Suruliyar or the felt need for the professional service in the new area ? The supplicant 
hailed from the Cola country rather unusually. 


The last copper plate the grant of Virapandya in his 3rd year (AD 949) may 
be noticed next. This was a grant of 3 Véli double crop wetland in Valaikkodu which 
was situated in Nalapuram-koppam in Mélavembunadu. In addition 10 mā of house 
sites in Murukur were granted renamed as Sasanamangalam as Ekabhoga Brahmadeya 
sequestering it from the village account and including it in the demand of the Nadu. 
The grant was of both Karanmai and Miyatchi. The grantee was a Brahmin Vasudéva 
Pitambara Bhattar son of Govindasvami Bhattar whom the king had asked to compose 
some verses in Sanskrit. The grantee composed them in anustub metre and the king 
was pleased and granted the land. But a land demand of 14 I Jakkàíu was levied on 
the land. Hence though a Brahmadéya, it had still to pay a land demand. The king 
himself was in Sellür alias Virapandya puram in Andanadu (Palani Taluk), The grànt 
land was in Tirunelveli Taluk. The officials were from Ranasingamangalam from 
Madurai and from Sennilakkudi in Tirupparuttikkudi nàdu (Aruppukkottai Taluk). The 
revenue officials (Puravuvari)" were from Narrirakkudi in Purattàya nadu (Radhapuram 
Taluk, Tirunelveli District) and another from Sirusévur in Tirukkanapper kurram and 
two others. The grantee himself bailed from Mullinadu near Sérmadevi of Ratidara 
gotra, Agvalayana sutra. The location of the land in Melvembunadu, near his native 
nadu is explicable. 


Here again the native of officials indicate how they were drawn from diverse 
parts of the Pandyan kingdom. The grant was personal in appreciation of the verses 
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composed by the grantee and hence perhaps a concessional land demand was stipulated. 
The house site (10 ma of long waste) should have comprised garden lands appurtenances 
besides the 3 veli of wetland on the northern bank of Tambraparani river. To maintain 
the integrity of the grant village it was constituted into a separate entity. 


The evidence from these copper plates can summed up. Already in an earlier 
era grants for sacrifices and to Brahmin had been common. Their enjoyment was 
intercepted by the Kalabhra rule, (the rulers being of Jaina persuasion as is now 
established). When the Pandyas re-asserted themselves in the 8th century AD those 
dispossessed preferred their claims and the two villages (Vélvikkudi and Somasikuricci) 
were regrants. The grantees were capable of performing various sacrifices and were 
well versed in śruti and the Vedas. 


The grantees were given both the Karanmai and Miyatchi rights the impact 
of which has been interpreted above to convey the grantees right to vary the rates 
of yield share due and not dispossession of the cultivating tenants. Lands granted 
had also carried with them a proportionate share of the dry lands and miscellaneous 
revenue (like fisheries, usufruct of trees etc). The lands were not necessarily divided 
by metes and bound but the shares in the yield were distinctly stipulated unoccupied 
lands were still available especially those which had relapsed into arable waste in dry 
rain fed belts. 


Though the grants were termed Sarvaparihara land dues at concessional rates were 
levied as for watch and ward services, but with rights to alienate by gift or sale 
of their property. A grant to an individual had potential for creating a community 
of holdings with a discretionary homogeneity often cemented by kinship. 


The grantees were seen to be mobile. One came from Magadha (?) and another 
migrated from Tiruppattur to Sinnamanür in the Surulidru belt across the modern 
Ramanathapuram and Madurai districts. The stable wet cultivation and perhaps higher 
yield could have been the attractions. 


The territorial division of the Nadus and the Kitrram had become established. 
The Nattar as a collective body of resident occupants had a responsibility to demarcate 
the boundaries of the grant villages and plant prickly pear and stones and to implements 
the royal orders and admit the grantees to possession. 
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The royal officers entrusted with the execution of the grant were apparently 
designated from case to case. A considerable number of officers hailed from Kalakkudi 
(Ukkirankottai), Koluvür and places as Palani Taluk and Mudukulattur and Tirunelveli 
Taluks. There was no distinction apparently between officers designated for civil and 
military functions and they were interchangeable. The role of the court and its officials 
and of the Natrar or the Sabhas explicity and how they interacted among themselves 
and also explicity brought out. 


The copper plates reveal how the township oraganisation had been structured and 
had their functioning officials like the Madhyasthan and the accountants. The Township 
organisation had already become well established and not only its composition but 
its actvities can also be discerned from this evidence. This must have been undoubtedlv 
the result of long usage and set procedures already evolved over time. 


FOOT NOTES : 


|] EI VOL. XVII p. 295 ff. 

2. The term Kilàn means a leading personage with influence learning or authority (vide tdu 6, 3, 
7) 

3 Dr. Krishna Sastri identifies him as the ägñapti of the Madras Museum (Srivaramangalam) Plates : 
Dhirataran Mürti-Eyinan and suggests that he could be the younger brother of Marankari who 
figures in the Anaimalai inscription of Marari jadaiyan ( El. XVII, p. 296). 

A Kelw is the Tamil rendering of Sruti and cannot refer to the official (Tiruvaykélvi) occuring in 

later inscriptions. The Sanskrit version explicit. 

Ten copper plates of the Pandyas pp 60-61. 

SU Vol. III 206 

Ten Pàndyan copper plates (pp 83-140) 

Could it be Kākkūr in Sivaganga Taluk ? 

Sinnamanür Larger plates SH Vol. III 206. 

10. This is not identified with Maniyicci as stated at p 444 Ibid. It was in Vadakalavali and hence 
should be located in Tirupattür Taluk (Ramnàd Dt.) The family itself had settled in Tiruppattur. 
The grantee Parántaka took his name from his benefactor, the ruler. 


x ND WN 


IL The Term "Puravuvari" should be interpreted as the Revenue Official maintaining accounts of 
occupied holdings (Puravu and land demand accounts. It does not mean officers maintaSSSining 
accounts of village which were paying other demands on exemption of the king's land demand 
(p 182 Pandyan Copper plates Ten) In the instance case, a land demand was stipulated. 
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CHAPTER H 
SECTION 3 
EARLY PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 


The evidence adduced above throws light on the formation of the nadus and 
of the townships and their functioning in early Pandyan times. 


The inscriptional evidence yield further date on some of the promotional activities 
both collectively of the Natrar and severally by the kings officials and noble personages 
besides individuals. These activities resulted in the reclamation of land construction 
of tanks or sources of irrigation and community amenities like the construction of 
temples or shrines or an ambalam (meeting places) or of a water-shed or a flower 
garden and latterly of a matha. 


The account that follows also indicates the location and spread of settlements. 
To maintain the geographical integrity and the significance of the local, especially 
to suggest its local colouring the evidence is presented tractwise such as the Tamraparani 
basin, the Vaigai basin and the trans-Vaigai basin. Also the wealth of details they 
yield vividly bring out the community activity and the personages, who fostered it. 


There is reason to presume that the river-fed and channel-fed lands irrigateable 
by gravity flow were already getting developed. The very existence of the Brahmadeyas, 
the Urs and the Nagaras noticed above will substantiate this. But the farther 
development of areas on the high level or dry belts witessed during the period was 
the result of the activity of the Sabha, the Ur, and the Nagard and in other cases, 
the Nattàr. They were indeed the main agencies responsible for giving an impetus 
to this activity. 


The Sabha had received deposits of cash for lamp and other services!. They could 
invest it or lend it to others in need of capital for investing on land reclamation 
or construction of tank or other public utilities. The townships also sold lands to the 
benefactors who desired to institute services, The Sabhaiyar and their committee- 
members supervised the services to be rendered by others who undertook to perform 
them such as the temple priests, or those incharge of the sanctum sanctorum 
(aganaligat vassry 


Above all, the Sabhatyar were intent on reclaiming the lands and extend irrigation. 
For this purpose they sold the lands by them. The lands could have been dead assests, 
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even burdensome, if the Sabhaiyar had to pay land demand on the surrendered or 
escheated lands or cultivable waste vested with them. Hence they assiduously turned 
such lands into cultivable occupied holdings that could yield revenue. The Sabhaiyars 
were thus relieved of their obligations they would otherwise have to collectively bear‘. 


In the 4th year of Mararijadaiyan the Mahasabhaiyar of Vaikunta Valanadu (in 
Nattaruppokku) sold land to a Brahmin official (?) from Malainadu. The land was 
in the command area of Vasudévaneri. It was a collective holdings of the Sabha 
(Sabhaipoduy. But the parcel was sourrounded by occupied holdings of Tiruvadi 
Somasiyar and his group (Artakam Co-parceners?) to the east; to the south Kattukkuri 
Sendasvàmi Kramavittan SOmayajiyar had excavated a tank Araikulam and its bund 
was the boundary of the parcel. To the west teo Vamadeva Bhatta and his group had 
their holdings. To the north was a pathway running east-west. The land sold had the 
right to get water from the tank, Vasudevaneri along with the other contiguous plots 
in the block (Kuru) 


A second parcel 11/160 ma and a third parcel which was also in the common 
holdings of the Sabha 1/80 ma in extent in all 5% ma were sold to the benefactor 
who instituted a lamp service. The third plot too had occupied holdings to its east 
and south and to its west the bund of the Nakkaneri tank and to its north was the 
highway. The cash deposit made by the benefactor 20 Kalufju with the temple for 
food offerings was interest there of being adequate for defraying the land dues. This 
is assigned on palaeographical considerations to the reign of Varaguna I (AD 769). 


The lands sold were in the common holdings of the Sabha, who bore the obligations 
receiving the capitalised amount and turned the lands into occupied holdings. The 
dead capital asset which was a burden to them was turned into a revenue-yielding 
asset. It is significant that the plots were small 37 Hien, Ve, ma respectively; but they 
were surrounded by occupied holdings. Hence they could have vested in the Sabha 
on account of default or desertion of the erstwhile holders or on eschet. 


The price worked out to about 23 Kalañju per ma (of 33 cents) rather high but 
the capitalised amount for defraying the land-dues should accounts for a larger portion 
of the amount. 


Land was also reclaimed to the west of Ambüsamudram in the Ith year Sadaiyan 
Maran. A block of waste land lay there as purru and terri (ant hills and high mounds) 
Ari yan-anukkan (the kings guard or personal staff member) Puvan Paraiyan purchased 
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it from the Sabhaiyar of Hangdikkudi. He reclaimed the lands and excavated 
a tank and with the water conserved in the tank he undertook to cultivate paddy, 
and measure | Kalam Tuni paddy per ma as Kidaippuram for tending cattle. The lands 
were on a higher level and hence he also endowed a person to bale out water and 
this was entrusted to the committee members of the Sabha who were supervising 
the reclamation of Land in that part of the township. The reclaimed plot was named 
after the benefactor who also gave a cow and a calf^ The rate stipulated | Kalam 
/ Tum per ma was rather low compared to the levies in other river-fed lands perhaps 
it was This could speak for the lesser yield in a high level newly reclaimed land. 
Lilt irrigation could also have led to lowering of the margin of the net yield. 


The deposit of cash endowed by a donor to the Manomayésvara temple at 
Vijayanarayana Cm was invested on 6 ma of land. The Mahasabha met on a solar 
eclipse day in the temple itself". (19th year of Sadaiyan Maran) 


A chief Devan Solai of Mudunilam Kulattur in Alarrunadu (Mudukulattar Taluk) 
purchased a waste land- Mudunilam) from the Sabhaiyar of Sadankavikurucei and 
reclaimed it and endowed it to the temple at Attür* (SrivaikuntamTaluk) 


A benefaction Pudangudiyan Nattamangalam had helped redeem the lands 
endowed for the deity at Perungulam and the temple establishment and had rendered 
other services to the deity. The original endowed lands had been resumed time earlier 
and assessed to revenue. In grateful recompense the Sattapperumakkal (the Brahmin 
land holders?) Aganaligaiyar, (the temple servants in charge) Patiyar, the other residents, 
and the paficacarvar (Sivabrahmanas who performed Pūjās in the temple) of 
Tiruvaludi$varam met and gave two shares equal in extent to their own to the benefactor 
and his progeny* The temple accountant authenticated the gift. 


The Mahasabha in Brahmadeya villages had not only a committees of the 
Mahasabha. These are set out in an inscription at Manür (near Kalakkudi) dated in 
the 35th year 469th day of Maranjadaiyan (Varaguna D" Manar tank was fed by 
Chittar river and was a prosperous township. This is the earliest record of the constitution 
of the Mahasabha and its committees found in an inscription of AD 800-1. It is significant 
enough to be given in full with some modifications in the light of the interpretation 
adopted here". 


The Mahasabhatyar of Mananilainalltr of Kalakkudi nadu having proclaimed 
a meeting met in Srt Govardhana and made the following settlement or resolution 
for the members of the Mahasabha to adjudicate and decide issues. Among the share- 
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holders of this township when any one sits in adjudication he shall be one who had 
qualified in the Mantra and Brahman including one Dharmam and of good conduct. 
Only one representative for one share shall participate in the adjudication (committee). 
Among those who had got shares in exchange or by dowry also only those shall 
adjudicate who are qualified in Mantra and Brahmana including one Dharma and are 
of good conduct. In future those who acquire the franchise" (Sravanai) the Brahmin 
occupants with attainment in full in one Veda, by purchase or exchange or dowry 
if they have only %, 1⁄4, % or Sravanai and not in full, shall not get inducted or 
empowered to decide or express the verdict (of the Mahasabha). Among those who 
have purchased a share of land only those who are qualified and tested in one Veda 
in all aspects together with the parisista (a class of works supplementary to the Sutras)" 
shall be entrusted with the franchise (Sravanai) If, however, any one has acquired 
franchise not in terms of this decision he shall still be eligible to sit in adjudication 
only in terms of this decision. In terms of this decision, those without the full franchise 
shall not be eligible to be elevated to any kind of variyam (committee of the Mahasabha) 
Those who conform to these terms shall not be hindered by others saying no". Those 
who hinder or abet the hinderers shall be liable to pay a fine severally, of kasu and 
even therefter, the terms of this shall be strictly implemented. The Mahassabhaiyar 
arrived at a decision in these terms (By order of the Mahasabha) 


This inscription is the earliest available evidence of a Sabha the organised form 
of collective responsibility exercised by the constituents of a Brahmadeya. The 
Mahasabha had all those who had property and educational qualifications and also 
were of good conduct. But if any one them wished to serve in a committee then 
the qualifications were made even more stringent and more so for the committee 
for adjudicating affairs in the Township. If the Brahmadéya was a closed society the 
qualifications prescribed make it even more exclusive and rigorous. Possibly, the 
regulations were intended to prevent the dilution of the constituents of the Mahasabha 
due to sale or exchange or other means of acquisition. It was essentially a landed 
and learned aristocracy trying to shun those with lesser entitlements from becoming 
full and equal members in the Committees exercising the authority to function for 
and on behalf of Mahasabha. The effect of this decision should have been to narrow 
the members eligible to conduct the affairs of the Mahasabha and not to broaden 
it. | 


It goes without saying that the Mahasabha was entirely a body of Brahmin land 
owners. The people of other communities did live in the hamlets and had participation 
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in the agricultural and economic activity of the community they, however, had no 
voice in administering the affairs of the Brahmin township much less could they 
participate in its executive committees. The Mahisabhi and its committees were 
institutions of a qualitative character with a high premium on property, learning and 
good conduct and it could not be thrown open to any with lesser merit. 


However, those others had their own for in which they conducted the community 
affairs and had functions in relation to their townships similar to those of the Mahasabhà 
in a Brahmadeéya. 


In AD 809 Irambattu velàn of Karaikkàna nadu raised a watershed in the name 
of Rasakkar of Kottaru in the Nattar-river-fed Perumpalafi ji. The water suppliers were 
provided for by endowing lands fed by the Vélvi kumuli (sluice) of Perungulam 
of that township. 3 ma of land (in 5 parcels) were purchased from the Urar but the 
Brahmin leaders of Perumpalañji were to ensure the payment land-dues and arrange 
for rendering) free the services fastended on the lands. Rásakkar was were to maintain 
and renew the watershed. The benefactor also dug a well for water to be taken to 
the watershed. 


He also set up another watershed called Munnürruvar with a lamp and sheep 
to feed the lamp with ghee. Another purchase of land from the Urar of Perumpalan ji 
for the maintenance of the keeper of the watershed and supplying water was made 
in the area cut of Idaikulam fed by the Mulaivoy-sluice consisting of 3 parcels, 2 
ma in extent. The Koilpillaiga! Munnürruvar (were they attached to the palace as chiefs) 
were to maintain and renew the shed and maintain it The chiefs of the Nadu who 
were in control of the Nadu were to protect he charity. 


This is an instance of purchase of land from the Urar. Here too the lands were 
in small parcells The Urar also stood surety for the sheep endowed fpr the lamp 
to be lit in the watershed. The Nartar, the Urars and Sabhatyar were all involved 
in ensuring the maintenance of the watershed which were to be supervised by the 
kings chiefs or officers (?} The above instance are from Brahmadéya and the Ur 
townships. 


Ukkirankottai was an ancient fortified capital, variously called Kalakkudi, 
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Karavandapuram from which several ministers and officials of the warly Pandya rulers 
hailed. It was an important Nagara a mercantile city. The circumambulatory verandah 
of the shrine of Durga (VadaVayil amman) at Kalakkudi was erected by Inban 
Devanachetti a member of Ayyapolil Annuruvar, the mercantile guild which had far 
flung colonies in the whole of Dccan and the south and even in the countries across 
the seas in the far east" These was an Ambalam called Nagarattan erected in the 
name of Nagarattar by Tennavan Pallavadiaraiyan who was Mahanayaka of Kalakkudi 
in Rajasingapperangadi (a mercantile settlement) The Nagarattar and soldiers of the 
rampart were to gether to ensure the maintenance of the ambalam. The benefactor 
also provided for cleaning the flooring with cowdung by a deposit of 10 Tlakkasu 
which was to yield 5 nali of paddy as interest to be given to the sweeper daily. He 
added 2 more ka$u for a potter to provide lamps and pots OUR 


In the 15th year of Sadaiyan Maran (Rajasimha HI) the wife of Tennavan 
Pallavadiaraiyan (Maran Süran) gave 500 sheep for a lamp to the Surya temple at 
the eastern entrance of the Nagarattàr and the soldiers of the rampart". 


Here then in the ancient capital of the Pandyas a prosperous mercantile community 
had its settlement and was attending to its civic affairs. 


A few Vatteluttu inscriptions (undated) in the Mandapa in the third prakara of 
the Tirunelveli temple record the gift of pillars of Adigal Arangan and Aranga Muttan 
of Kalakkudi?. 


From the 8th century onwards if not earlier the rock-cut shrines for the Hindu 
pantheon have been excavated either at the behest of the king or on their own by 
the high officials of the court. 


The rock cut temple of Mahadéva of Kalayadikuricci (Sankarankoil Taluk) was 
caused top be carved by Pandimangalavadirasan Eran, the noble man (kilan) from 
Sévür under orders of the king Marancendan in his I7th regnal year. Cenden had assigned 
to the 7th century”. 


In AD 770 in Kartika (November-December month) a rich agrahara Narasingam 
near Anaimalai 6 miles east of Madurai was given away by Madhurakavi the wise 
minister of the Pandya Parantaka (Varaguna I). The minister was an illustrious member 
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of the Vaidya family and a resident of Karavandapuram (Kalakkudi in Tirunelveli 
Dt) His name as given in the Tamil Inscription was Muvendramangalapperaraiyan 
Marankari. He died even before the temple could be consecrated. Thereafter his younger 
brother Pandimangala visaiaralyan Maran Eyinan who also suceeded his brother as 
Uttaramantri added a Mukhamandapa in front and consecrated the temple. 


Three years later (AD 773-774) in the month of Thaisa (December-January) 
a Mahasamanta under king Maranjadaiyan Varaguna-L also a Vaidya from 
Karavandapuram Pandi Amirdamangalavaraiyan, Sattan Ganapati excavated a tank and 
made some endowments at Tirupparankunram. His wife Nakkankorri scooped shrines 
for Durga and Jesta. 


It may be appropriate to sumup the history of the fortified city of Karavandapuram. 
which was the native place of distinguised royal servants from the time of Varaguna 
I who claims to have built a fort and beautified this city? In AD 918 in the reign 
of Sadaiyan Maran (Rajasimha HI) the Mahanayaka of Kalakkudi Tennavan 
Pallavadiaraiyan (whose life had hailed from Kunnur in Karunilakkudi nadu) had 
caused a mercantile colony to be set up in front of the main victories gate of the 
fortified township. The colony was named after the ruler Rasingapperungudi. In the 
of the Nagarattar (the mercantile body) he erected a common hall (ambalam) and 
named it after them as Nagarattar. He provided for a perpetuai lamp and gave 100 
sheep (by the three niyayam, the meaning of which is unclear). This was undertaken 
by the commander in charge of the forces of the village, Nakkan Munnurruvan. He 
had a survey in another Commander, Venravaypesi. This sevice was to be ensured 
by the Nagarattar and the madil-Sevagas the soldiers guarding the rampart walls. 
Provision was made for cleaning, sweeping and mopping and the same donor gave 
10 llakkašu. This capital (Kalatju) was to stand permanent and as interest per day 
5 nali of paddy was to be given to cleaner“. The Nagarattar added 2 kasu to cover 
an additional service and enirusted it to one potter (Velkovan) and 3 shepherds (Kon) 
so that they might attend to this work on hereditary basis. The order of the Nayakan 
Tamilapallavadaraiyan was reduced to writing by Arasiyamanikkan. 


In AD 922 the wife of Tennavan Pallavadiaraiyan, Tudaruri gave 50 sheep for 
a lamp in the shrine of the Sun God at its eastern gate of the fort. 

A third inscription refers to a circumambulatory (Verandah) to the shrine of 
the goddess Vadavayil amarndal (Durga) at Kalakkudi erected by Inban Devanaccetti, 
a member of the Ayyapolil Annuruvar. 


In the ISth year have been made from the month of Kartikai for some special 
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offerings to this Durga on the northern gate, Karavandapuram is said to be in Pandi 
martanda valanadu. 


It is significant that the shrines for the Sun god and Durga were located as specified 
in the Agamas and Kautilyas Arthasastra as they are the guardian deities at the different 
directions. Also Durga was the patron deity of the Nagara community of Ayyapolil 
Annurruvan. 


There were also other temples and townships as in Kurralam, Ambasamudram, 
Tirunelveli, Perungulam, Tiruccendur, Tirukkurungudi, Dalapati Samudram, Vijaya 
narayanam (Tirunelveli District), Tiruppattur, Pallimadam (Ramanathapuram District) 
and Sinnamanur, Ténur, beside Madurai. These temples were rising increasingly in 
importance and were provided for both by the royal grants and by the Township 
organisations besides individuals and their families. 


Two cash grants both made in the reign of Varaguna Maharaja II, one to the 
deity Tiruppottudaiya nàyanàr at Ambasamudram and another Subrahmanya at 
Tiruccendür need to be considered in depth. The first is dated in the 16th year (AD 
878) the second falls in the latter part of the reign (....... + 3) 


Varaguna II from his camp at Araisür on the banks of Pennaru granted to 
Tiruppottudaiya nayanar temple at Ilangoykudi (Ambasamudram) 290 ka$u which were 
entrusted to the Sabhaiyar of Ilangoykudi*. The interest yield of one kasu was 2 kalams 
paddy per year. The total interest yield was hence 580 kalams. The Variyar, the committee 
membes of the Sabha were to personally superintend the services to be conducted, 
and food offering to be made to the deity. The latter comprised rice 4 rali, boiled 
or seamed green gram, (uri) ghee, curd, plantains4, gur, curry, tamarind curry 2, steamed 
curry |, and fried curry | in all 5. betel and nuts rounded off the offerings. They 
would indicate a rather high fat content and starchy content of the food offerings. 


The paddy outlay on the differrnt items to be produced and the rate per unit 
are given in the table below : 
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KALAM PADDY PRICE ITEM 

PER YEAR NALI / PADDY REMARKS 
Red rice 192 Kalam Paddy to rice recovery 
EE rate 3 : 1 being 


polished (The ratio 
of ghee to curd 1 : 
PER Nall  : PADDY 10) 


Green gram 24 Kalam 

ghee 180 Kalam 

curd 48 Kalam 

Plantain 32 Kalam 2 per nàli 

Gur 24 Kalam Palam | : nāli uri 
Vegetable Curry} 16 Kalam Palam 10 : 1 nàli 
Condiments 27 | 19.3 Kalam | ulakku ` = 6 nàli 
Betel 16 Kalam | parru — + 2 nàli 


Nuts 28 Kalam 20 nus = 3 nali uri 1 
D Kuruni nali - 2 nali 


The Tiruccendur inscription records? the grant of 1400 kasu (here specified as 
Palankasu of undiminished weight) The rate of interest yield in paddy is the same 
as in Ambasamudram ie, 2 kalams per 1 Palankasu. 


The able editor of the inscription has tabulate” the township organisations among 
whom the kings deposit of kasu were distributed. They were spread over Kudanadu. 
(7 Townships) Valudi Valanadu (4) Srivallabha Valanadu (I) Parantaka Valanadu (3) 
and Amitaguna Valanadu (1) in all 16 of the 4 were Urars, Nagarattar and the remaining 
ll were Subhaiyars. The items to be supplied are listed together with the quantities 
equal to the paddy yield by way of interest on the amount of cash vested with them. 
The rate of fine enforced for default coupled with the condition to supply double 
the quantity in default was also stipulated the rate of fine varied from a maximum 
of 50 Kasu to 5 kasu at the minimum stepping down to 25, 12% in between varying 
according to the quantum of the capital vested with every one them. The items to 
tbe supplied by every one of these organisations are also given with the quantities. 
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A few points of interest emerge from an intensive analysis of the contents of 
this epigraph. The exchange value for | kasu in terms of paddy is 10 kalams. Thus 
the interest rate works out to 20%.* The prices per unit of the commodities are also 
given some of these items are common with those recorded in the Ambasamudram 
inscription and their comparison is very fascinating. The table below sets out the price 
unit of such comparable items. 


It will be seen that several items pulses, ghee, condiments, betel and nuts were 
cheaper in Tiruccendir at the time of the grant than the corresponding prices at 
Ambasamudram in the 16th year of the reign. Only plantain and vegetable were 
phenomenally expensive. 


The learned editor in Epigraphia Indica attributes this to the difference in time 
between the two records, he presumes the difference in locality (as the two being 
not far removed from each other) could not be a contributory factor. 


Ambasamudram located in the head reaches of the Tambraparani river command 
could have had greater proximity for sources of supply for plantains and vegetables. 
But these items had to be brought from the Tambraparani-fed lands near Nallur in 
Kudanadu. The stretch from the tail end of the Tambraparani basin to Tiruccendur 
is sandy and the means of transport drawn by draught bulls should have found it 
difficult to negotiate the stretch of sandy coast, especially in the summer months from 
February to June. Two important festivals out of three when twice the supplies had 
to be made fall in this season. The items were also perishables and wastage and loss 
could have entailed in transit and storage. Usually in inscriptions the wastage and loss 
in transit were to the account of the suppliers who had to deliver the commodities 
at the temple court-yard, if later phraseology could be stretched to this period. These 
could be more valid reasons to explain the variations. The price differential could 
be attributed to the place besides time utility for the consumable and perishable. items. 


The general level of prices at the time of Ambasamudram grant for pulses, cereals, 
ghee and curds and betel and nuts was distinctly higher. Possibly, the Pandya-Cola 
war could have been a contributory factor. For the grant itself was made from Araisur, 
on the banks of the Pennaru where the king had his military camp. Another reason 
could be at least, condiments like pepper, arecanut etc. could reach Tiruccendur by 
the roadsteads nearby by sea from the west coast and so too camphor from abroad. 


These are only conjectures, that in the span of one reign though long price 
variations had been noticed between the upper Tambraparani belt and Tiruccendur 
at the coast is noteworthy. The location of Tiruccendur in the sandy littoral with the 
prevailing modes of transport could be a factor that accounted for the price differential 
of the perishables. 
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The table below shows several other items for which price per unit can be derived 
from the Tiruccendur inscriptions. 


Milk | nali = 2 nali Same as for curds 
Tender Coconut 1 No. =] nali (l coconut could yield only ulakku water. 
This yield appears to be low too) 
Flower | nali = 6 nali 
Turmeric ] Kanam = M nali ulakku or9 nali 
1 nalil nali + % ulakku 
Incense Rate not available 
Sandal paste l Tulam =1 kasu 


| Palam = 9 nali paddy 
White camphor | Kalanju = 60 nali 


Another interesting feature that is brought out in this inscription is the varieties 
of cloth for different uses and priced differently. They are tabulated below: 


L White cloth for garment 1 kafu per pair - 4 per quarter 
(Oliyal?) and for spreading l6 per year 
rice (Pavadat) 
2. For the roof cover of the 2% kanam? for per = 2 per 6 months 
kitchen one inai (pair) 4 per annum 
3 Cloth for Kalpurai (?) 2 kanam per pair = 2 per 3 months 
(Platform for spreading 8 per year. 
food offerings (?) 
4. White cloth to cover roof 7⁄2 kanam per pair = 4 per 6 months 
in the sanctum sanctorum 8 per year 
5 Cloth for deity 
(a) to be bedecked 3 kasu per Inai = | per 3 months 
(per year) 4 per year ` 
(b) to be bedecked 3 kasu per Inai = | per 3 months 
(per year) 4 per year 
(b) to be bedecked 3 kasu per Inai = 3 per 3 months 
(per year) 8 per year . 


(In all 16 pairs of 3 kasu 
(Variety) for deity’s apparel) 
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Five distinct varieties of cloth could be identified, their price ranging from 2 
kanams per pair to 3 kasu, this last for the apparel of the deity. The inferior cloth 
was for roof coverings. For a troupe of the drummers at 4 kalams - 10 kuruni | nali 
uri per month for the whole year 57 kalams of paddy was the payment. Perhaps this 
was an additional endowment besides the normal service tenure lands and perquisites 
that were due to them. 


From the items food preparation given, a comment may be made on the dietary 
habits of the Brahmin and the priestly class. Polished rice (1 : 3) bereft of bran was 
consumed rather heavily. Green gram the only protein used was moderate and two 
items were of steamed dished of green gram and vegetables. But fried vegetables were 
also consumed with tamarind or curd base for two others. Above all, ghee was consumed 
in large quantities at the rate of ulakku per one service and uri curds. To fry condiments 
too in addition 1 alakku*! of ghee was used. These rates of ghee consumed were also 
stipulated for the services at Tiruccendür. It provided for 1% times the curds, 1 nali 
for 4 curries and one curd-based Kūttu, making in all five. The condiments used also 
were five, turmeric, cummins, mustard, pepper, and corriander seeds. But no black gram 
or toordhal is listed nor are any chillies No oil, gingely or coconut, is mentioned. 
Even condiments added were fried only in ghee. It may be presumed that the Brahmins 
fed in temples and in their own homes would have identical preparations. If so their 
diet was heavily weighted in starch and could have lacked vitamins B, but high 
cholesterol fatty ingredients were used. The consumers could have been prone to be 
somewhat stocky, with ponches, and prone to early thickening of arteries. Mortality 
rates, at least among the vegetarian literate could have been high. 


But the same could not be said of the agricultural and other classes like merchants 
whose non vegetarian diet could have been more balanced with fish and roasted meat 
added to it It may be added that even in the Sangam age poets wax eloquent on 
the meat dishes, **Chops of meat cooled after boiling, soft like the carded cotton", 
and the flesh of animals cooked whole such as pork the flesh of tortoises and particular 
kinds of fish?. 


The grant to the Tiruccendür temple was made through Iruppaikkudi kilavan, 
Sattan Peruman as he is named here. His is Ettisattan (as given in the Erukkangudi 
inscription). He had served with distinction both Varaguna II and his father Srimaran- 
Srivallabha. In the 8th year of the latter (AD 823) he reconstructed in granite the 
sluices originally provided in brick by Tirunedumüran (ie, Srimaran Srivallabha) at 
Perungulam and two other sluices, Ponnàn and Punguri-madai and Püdikkulam* 


HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY SS 


Eight years later (I6th year of Sadaiyan Maran AD 831) he dismantled the old 
bund and laid stone revetment at the foundations and extended the bund to the east 
of Karungulam and west of a sluice Mannumadai and provided another sluice on 
the extended bund. Apparently he had enlarged the capacity of the tank by providing 
stone revetments in foundations, so that the bund may not be washed away and has 
extended the bund so that with the additional capacity supply could made through 
the new sluice to additional lands either for stabilising or for extending irrigation”. 


Em Sattan hailed from Irunjonadu (in Sattur Taluk) and had a great penchant 
for undertaking and improving public works, especially irrigation sources in the Vaippar 
belt in Sattur. He was hence honoured and given the title of ‘‘Iluppaikkudi Kilavan’’ 
by the king”. 


Among his many benefactions (including temples and the Jaina shrines constructed 
by him) he cared for extension of irrigation with a view to raise paddy, sugarcane, 
coconut and areca palms. He built a fine tank called Kilavaneni (referred to above). 
He raised the embankment of Maraneri, increased its capacity and enlarged Vallaikulam 
at Iruppukkudi, his native place. He excavated channels and provided a through for 
the passage of water. He also improved Tirumaleri, Nerimadaieri, Arasangulam, 
Sengulam and Maraneri. He repaired the Perungulam at Nenmali and provided a stone 
sluice. At Sirupputtur he improved the tank called Palikkulam. He rebuilt an earlier 
sluice Véppamadai with stone and built two more sluices Ponnan-madai and Punguri- 
madai He also improved the big tank at Alangudi and built a new tank at 
Kurumanamangalam. He executed the king’s grant of Srivallabhamangalam and here 
too he opened a tank Tirunaranan Eri with proper outlets* 


Here was a highly noble and public spirited official who served two Pandyan 
rulers, who had long reigns. This official had understood that the true means of 
inscreasing prosperity contentment and wealth of the people was to construct new tanks 
to harness the water both of the rains and the streams. To increase the capacity of 
the existing tanks, he provided stone revetments to bunds and additional sluice to expand 
ayacuts and excavated field channels and replaced the earthern or brick structure with 
stone. 


The tract where these works were undertaken was in a black cotton terrain. It 
received freshes during the north-eastern monsoon with propensities for cyclonic storm, 
and thunder showers, breaching the tanks and causing havoc, The Vaippar flowing 
through the tract also could have been receiving freshes during the season, and not 
un often the water would have entered the tanks and breashed, Iluppakkudi kilavan 
would have been a person of no mean engineering skill who had understood the problem 
on ground and undertook works of merit and utility. He deserved all the praise that 
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the verses bestow on him. The crops listed in the verse as capabie of being raised 
are more an index of the range and order of values obtaining at the time, than of 
the soil capabilities of the tract. 


The value of irrigation sources of their maintenance and repairs was widely 
recognised. Two more instances could suffice. South Srivilliputtur and the Paramakkudi 
tract were also dry belts in the trans-river regions. They depended most on the local 
rainfall and the need to store the rain water was imperative. Parungulam was a tank 
which needed repairs. It lay to the north of Parankusaparru. In the 7th year of Sadaiyan 
Maran (AD 912), a noble man Sankaran Müli Arulakki, a kän of Punaveli? in 
Anmanadu repaired it. In grateful recognition the Mahasabha of Srivilliputtür named 
a sluice and a channel after him*. 


Vargunisvara temple at Salaigramam (Paramakkudi Taluk) was presumbly named 
after Varaguna L His son Srimaran Srivallbha had remitted the land dues and had 
ordered that the Dévadana lands shall be irrigated by Kuluvanai Eri. This decision 
was conveyed by a letter (Srimukham) of that king. In the 3rd year of his grandson 
Sadaiyan Maran (Rajasimha II AD 908) The order was conveyed to the Sabha of 
Salaigramam, a Dévadana-Brahmadéya village. The lands were irrigated by Varamoli 
tank Vasudévaneri. The land dues had been remitted (olinju) and the corresponding 
amount had been reduced from the total land dues due from the Sabha. The king 
ordered that the Dévadana lands shall be entitled to the irrigation from Kuluvanai 
en and that the occupants of Neduvür were ordered not to obstruct the supply”. 


The river belt of Vaigai had greater national facilities. Even as early as in the 
7th century an inscription dated in 50th year of Séndan (a Pandyan ruler) records 
the founding of Mangalapuram and the construction of a sluice in Vaigai and a channel 
that was excavated taking off from the river sluice which was named after the king 
Arikésariyan®. There is a reference to Paruttikkudi nadu which was near about 
Tiruculiyal and Pallimadam. The epigraph is incomplete and how this Nadu come 
to be mentioned in the context of the excavation of this channel is not clear. The 
slab itself was unearthed from the bed of the Vaigai river while digging for water. 


In the dry uplands of Madurai district bordering Vedasandur an irrigation work 
was undertaken in the late 8th century. Parantaka Palli Velan altas Nakkan-Pullan 
excavated a tank and named it as Pullaneri and provided stone revetments and a sluice 
to the tank. But he died while the work was incomplete. His son Pullan Nakkan 
completed it. The stone mason who constructed it was Vadukankürran. His son completed 
the work, and Pullan Nakkan gave a grant of land for the work done in the 2 Kurus 
(Parcels) in Pallinadu, which was to be irrigated by the tank of the village and entitled 
to receive supplies from the tank. Each was sowable with a Padakku of paddy". 


HISTORICAL. GEOGRAPHY 57 


These individuals, father and son had served in the military compaigns of Varaguna 
Maharaja I in Idavai, Vilifiam and Tirukkudamukku in Céra and the Cola kingdom”. 
The father had served under Nedurijadaiyan Varaguna I, (AD 765-815) and the son 
under both Srimaran Srivallabha and Varaguna I! (AD 815-862 AD 862-880). They must 
have been long lived to serve these rulers especially, the son who was conferred a 
title by Varaguna II 


While irrigation practices got established the need was felt for regulation and 
equitable distribution. Apparently in Sinnamanur in the channel-fed lands some had 
sown Kuruvai (the first crop) earlier and drawn water. The Sabhaiyar of Arikesarinallur 
laid down that if anyone abstracted water for such advance cultivation they shall pay 
a fine of 10 kasu per ma and shall not still raise the crop. The branch-channel taking 
off from the Srikanta Vaykkal shall be opened only in accordance with this decision 
and any one who transgressed it was liable to punishment”. 


This is to safeguard the interest of the channel-fed lands as whole and to prevent 
disproportionate enjoyment of water by the lands in the head-reach to the detriment 
of others lower down. It was the collective vigil of the Mahasabha which ensured 
it. 


The kings officials too, had made check of accounts and endowments of temples. 
The intensive check of the accounts of the (Sri Kantesvara) temple at K Mattur 
is borne out by three records“. The temple itself (which was probably a brick structure) 
was renovated in stone by a Chief Tennavan Kandan Sattan (who is eulogished in 
a verse), He investigated the affairs of the temple and himself reclaimed some parcels 
of land and a garden and prescribed a scale of offerings and wages for services with 
the total paddy yield due on the endowments in cash and in land. A fragment states 
that the [rai and Eccoru and other liabilities shall be divided into 3 shares (kuru) 
and borne as below : 


1/3 - that land held by the donor as Acarya Bhoga and reclaimed and a garden 
formed . 1⁄3 - the deity to bear the tax liabilities . /3 endowed for Aganaligaiyar, 
the temple priests - to be borne by them: 


13 endowed for pipe service to be borne by the piper Unfortunately the 
inscriptions are in fragments and damaged. The rice for offerings seems to be polished 
at 10 : 8 and the allowance for the wastage while hulling (Kuttal) and polishing was 
3 nali 3 Ulakku for 17 nali of rice It would appear the 10 : 8 recovery was of the 
rice before polishing as the paddy is calculated double the quantity of rice and a 
separate allowance for further wastage in rice is allowed (maradam) which is about 
25%. The wages for the (Kuruvai) labour was | Kuruni per kalam or 1⁄2 or 8/66. 
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An inscription dated 2th year of Vira Pandya, who took the head of the Cola, 
from Ambasamudram” is significant. He endowed 10 velis of land (which had river 
irrigation (Arru Payccal) with the rights of the Karanmai of the occupants and M7 
yatci rights for the deity on the day of a Solar eclipse on Kudi ninga devadanam. 

Some 8 years later the scales of services and offerings to be done in the temple 


from out of the proceeds were settled. The executive looking after the temple affairs 
Devan Kiriman gave out the terms: 


nali 
(1) For food offerings to the deity 8x4 (Sandhies) 32 
(2) Food offerings for bali 6 
(3) Curries l 
(4) Tiruvengada nilai dévar 4 
(5 Tirumulattanattu devar 4 
(6) Cenapati 2 
Total š 49 nali 
Per year paddy - over 680 kalams 
For service holders 
(i)  Achariyan Münnürruvan Sendan - | - IO ma 
(ii) Kanakka bhandaram 
(Accountant of the Temple Treasury) 4 
(iii) 8 bachelors : IA - 2 ma 
of which 3 to assist Münnürruvan Séndan, 
I to assist Munnurruvan eriyan and 4 to, 32 mà 
Kasanakkalan (?) (ie, 4 ma for each) 
(iv) For the pipers 1⁄7 of the dity's 
Share (Devar 
Paduvaram) of supply 
of cloth. 
for the bachelors 6/7 for the supply of 


clothes. 
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(v) Pipers - Ganapati kumaradi - (1 persons) Ié veli or 25 ma 

(Sri kàryam superintendent) rice 4 nali 7 ma 

Potter 2 ma 

supplier of fire wood 2 ma 

For cleaning the temple 2 ma 
Washermen 2 ma 

for festivals | veli 

for the stone mason Acaryan - Manabharanan 

Sendan who renovated the temple ^ veli 

Grand Total š 10 veli 


The lands of service establishment works out to nearly 6 veli. From the 7 ma 
of endowment to yield 4 nali of rice it can be deducted that the yield per ma was 
about 5 kalams. . 


A Summing up : 


The three centuries from 7th to the 10th was a period of intense activity in 
the Pandyan kingdom successive rulers, Rajasimha (AD 730-765) Parantaka 
Nedunjeliyan (AD 765-815) Srimaran-Srivallabha (AD 815-862) Varaguna II 
(AD 862-885) Parantaka Viranarayana (AD 860-905) and Maravarman Rajasimha (905- 
920) were all rulers who had waged wars with the neighbouring Cera rulers on the 
West and had taken expeditions to the North or to subdue the chieftains and meet 
the Sinhala onslaughts. 


But it was also a period of constructive activity. New Brahmadeyas and other 
village settlement had increased and extension of cultivation had proceeded apace. Besides 
rock-cut shrines in the Pandyan kingdom the brick structures vere renovated, the stone 
structures had been substituted. 


Above all the attention paid to irrigation was noteworthy. Channels taking off 
from rivers and cuts across rivers and the streams helped to irrigate lands away from 
the course of the river systems. To conserve water during flood and monsoons, 
complementary tanks had also been built wherever the gradient and levels of lands 
would permit. This should have called for a higher engineering skill and knowledge 
of the terrain. To ensure the embankments were not washed off stone revetments 
were provided. Sluices were rebuilt with stone and distributory channels laid. Regulated 
flows were ensured customary obligations being enforced. 
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During this period agricultural settlements had extended even to the comparitively 
dry upland areas where jungle streams and fall were harnessed. Water harvesting was 
assiduously practiced. Alongside in river fed areas extension of cultivation was creeping 
up into the waste lands ahead of the ridge. 


This enabled a variety of crops to be grown-paddv, sugarcane, plantains, turmeric. 
But dry crops for the consumption of the general population should also have been 
widely undertaken. The day to day needs had already become varicd-oil, ghee condiments, 
betel, nuts, sandal, camphor, and incense. These last articles of luxury should have 
come from outside the tract. 


Trade both within and without had become established. The merchant community 
had settlements but there were also representatives of the trans-regional mercantile 
community, the Ayyapolil as at Ukkirankottai. Kalakkudi as it was then known had 
the noble-men, the chieftains besides the prosperous Brahmin settlements like Manir- 
near about. The trading community were essentially concentrated in such locations 
as at Kalakkudi, the Pandyan capital Madurai and down south in the Nattarruppokku 
in Nanguneri Taluk. This lay midway between the Céra or Véenadu track across the 
Thovala pass and the fertile Tambraparani and Paccaiyar belts. 


The east coast road steads Korkai, Kayal, and a number of Pattinams should 
also have been commercial centres what with the pearl fishing for which the Pandya 
country had attained fame. But the productivity of cattle was static throughout the 
period and low. The coinage had varied from the Kalañju or palankasu of higher 
value to the kasu (made perhaps of copper alloy). The numismatic evidence still requires 
to be investigated in depth and correlation established between the epigraphic evidence 
and the actual coins in circulation. 


Prices too have shown variations from one part of the tract to another within 
the same reign. Tiruccendur with access from the sea had perhaps shown a decline 
in commodity prices except in perishables which were to come on land through a 
sandy tract from the Tambraparani delta areas. Ambasamudram had advantage in the 
latter, the perishables but the prices of cereals, pulses, and condiments. were higher 
in the earlier part of the reign of Varaguna H. 


The community organisation was already evolved and organised. Even at the 
begining of the period the Pandyan kingdom had geographical divisions. Valanadus 
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and Nadus. Within these division the three types of settlements with occupancy rights 
vested with the residents therein had taken roots-the Brahmadeya and devadana and 
the Ur and the Nagara. They were collective organisations. The Brahmadeya had 
committees constituted specific functions to be attended to by them. But the trend 
was alreadey seen to be restrictive and exclusivist. For membership of the committees 
required knowledge of the Véda, with all its ancillary works, occpancy in land and 
good character. Acquisition of land by exchange, purchase and by dowry was possible. 
Possibly, the regulations of the Mahasabha of Manur were intended to preserve the 
integrity and identity of the constituents without any dilution which they were 
apprehending might result from such transfer of land, property to those less than 
qualified otherwise. 


The mode of organisation and way of life did not admit of water-tight 
compartments in any activity. There were a number of bodies or agencies undertaking 
similar functions, the Ur, the Nartar, the Sabha and the bodies like 1,700, the 
Sivabrahmanas and the royal officers and the revenue officials had all undertaken 
responsibilities of ensuring that the purpose of the endowed cattle, land or other deposits 
were carried out. The royal officials, too were attending to both civil and military 
functions and were designated for specific assignments like implementing the charter 
of Brahmadeya grants. Towards the end of this period, already they were taking up 
audit of the account and assets endowed for temples. 


The frame work of the agrarian structure could have left comparatively less for 
the tillers of the soil. But they had security of tenure, residential habitats and almost 
hereditary succession in their avocations. They had the customary obligations to perform 
to the community, to the grantees of the Brahmadeyas, and Devadanas and the king. 
The maintenance of irrigation sources the channels were all entirely their responsibility. 


Besides agriculture, economic activity had ensured diversification of occupation: 
stone masons, potters, washermen and the weavers. These last could have been employed 
in manufacturing a variety of cotton fabrics and there were as many as five varieties 
of cloth to be provided for varied uses, the most expensive for bedecking the deities, 
and the least for roof undercovers. 


By the end of the period the form and the function of the Townships and become 
well established. But there was still scope for extension of agriculture even in the 
riverine tracts and perhaps more in the rain fed uplands. The Cola conquest of the 
Pandyas towards the end of the tenth century could and did open up the avenues 
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for such extension. The density of population and of occupied holdings could have 
been more in the Cauvery delta. With the conquest and incorporation of Pandyan 
kingdom in their domain, their armies moved south, and set up cantonments. Their 
generals formed new townships, built temples and provided for their services. Along 
. with these military movements, the Brahmins and the Vellalas also had moved south 
as the nativity of the former clearly suggest. This pressure of the migratory population 
who had settled down south should have given an impetus for further extension of 
agriculture and of irrigation and formation of new habitats. Purchases of land had 
also become more oftener and those could have had effect on the land prices bothways. 


In areas where waste could be reclaimed the land price could have been less. 
Did the lands already occupied and cultivable when they were assigned for temples 
suffer in value, some reduction ? When Brahmadeya lands were purchased, did the 
land-value again rise ? When tenures were changed the incidence of obligations could 
have also became shifted. Whether these economic possibilities had actually occured. 
or whether the force of ‘longue duree" had tampered with them has to be analysed 
with reference to the available evidence. 


The following chapters deal with these trends, and to delineate the changes that 
occurred from the 10th to [3th centuries. 


FOOT NOTES: 

SH XIV 5 Tirupattur 

SH XIV 31 Kalugumalai 

SII XIV 36, 27 

. On this aspect please see tha authors "Land grants and agrarian reactions" - Madras University 
SIE XIV 19 Tirukurungudi 
SII XIV 56 
SII XIV 67 
SII XIV 6l 
SII XIV 74 

. SIL XIV 87 El XXII No3 

. DrR.Nagaswamy has given a refreshingly new interpretation of the inscription which has been 
corraborated by a recently discovered Cóla inscription from Tiruninravür. His interpretation is 
followed here. REF: Studies in Ancient Hindu Law by Dr.R.Nagaswamy. 

12. The term franchise is used in the senseof full "membership of the Mahasabha". 

D Monier Williams - Skt Dictionary. p602 

l4. 1 have translated 51-56 differently from ProfSastri - EE XXII p H to make this passage more 

intelligible in the light of the interpretation adopted. 
IS, The translated text of the Tiruninravür inscription is appended to this section. 
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16. 


V. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
2l. 
22. 
23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


SII XIV - 40. In the reign of Jat. Srivallabha, (AD 1090 to 1116) a Brahmadeya village, called 
Munnurruvamangalam irrigated by, Nattar was granted, half to the deity at Agasi$varam 
(Kanyakumari Dt.) and another half to a matha named after the queen, (Kanyakumari inscriptions 
Vol. I, Publication of the TN Dept. of Epigraphy, 1968 - 5, 10, and I. 

E.L XXIII - D at p. 288 

Ibid ‘C 

Ibid ‘A’ 

ARE 68, 70-1927 

ARE 358 1959-60 

EJ, VIII pp 317 ff. 

Madras Museum plates of 17th year of Nedunjadaiyan. 

EI XXIII pp 285 - 287. This will yield 1800 nali or 20 kalams per year. The ruling paddy interest 
could be | kalafiju=2 kalam An Ilakkasu appears to be equal to one Kalanju or Palankasu at 
this point of time. From the equivalance of the interest rate the Kasu could be construed to be 
Palankasu - See infra The Tiruccendur inscription. 

SII XIV EL IX p. 84 ff. 

l Kalam = 15 Kuruni or 90 nàlis. 

Kayam is used in the sense of condiments only and not asofoetida in Tiruccendur inscription. 
There were five varieties, pepper, turmeric, cumming seed, mustard, and coriander seeds. 


28. SII XIV 16A EI XXI 101 ff. 


29. 


* 


30. 


EI XXI PP. 114-115. 

This rate was also prevalent in Cola times in Pudukkottai tract. 

The text of the inscription in both EI. & SII Vols gives the word as Oviyal (124). The correct 
reading should be ‘oliyal’ to mean cloth. 


30-A. EL Vol. XXI p. 10510 Kanam = 1 Kasu. 


3l 
32. 
33. 


SII XIV-13 Ambasamudram. 
A History of South India - KAN Sastri p. 32 
ARE 255/1977-78 Kalvettu II p. 39 


. SII XIV 43. 
. SII XIV 44 
. ARE 1929-30 Para 2 Part Il. 


This village is near Karivalamvandanallur in Sankarankoil Taluk. 
285 / 1965-66 


. E. L Vol. 28 pp 91-92 


. 330 / 1961-62 E. I. Vol. XXVIII pp 27-A. 
SII XIV 26. 
. E. L XXXII 269, 290 / 1955, 56. 


. SIL XIV 78 dated 46th Year of Sadaiyan Maran. 
. SII XIV 84 and 85. 

. [bid 87. 

. ARE 627 / 1926 Also No. 85 Ibid. 

. SII XIV No. 95 EI XXV pp 3940 


64 Tur PANDYAN Townsuips — Part Il 


SHH oa 1132505390 Tratt GAT am rol O sauf ub 
OL LIDD apence (Dm Geri Zär dn. Ae: 21. iH Bip sso 


| YAT wong 7 
Zut urai O 
3 CDLID A! Aped! DT 
4 ui) BIR BTA. 
aD 
3 äi äi DT AE 
A ID avGGgo dura 
j ub otha Runi Gu 
S (b WAKA CHIL. ar 
9 FI. foli BLO 3 BLL: 
10 GV LI. OLDIES EI 
H ubag Gir san 
A 
[2 ib Surft vapi uv 
3 GGaptourTiE See 
H o entaprO Gur Titus 
EE 
I6 -o. o. Bonu DS Fr 
Fg ht bu Dap TIS 
IS Oy TEED ATG UL TS 
A 

d (isi ona Xa d 
20 yang! Qoia oostty 
JI pgs Wop TUS NU. 
22 ait fits a@IRIE oT 
25 agad Gunia 9 
H apr Auf ie? ant 044 D 
23. ADILT HIG 5 > 

2 oo 


2h AG TEE BADE aV 


HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 


JI OWIE DSTT 
AN Qu ADDIS 
29 T polis TLL ot. 
3Ü BTA Loe! DTL 


3 ib awrffiunsn ole us 
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34 gay Mya T THY (ajf 
23 a aao GedGETL s 
DI 


36  apravGOgoGuru G) gx 


37  QOaufWu.... STT ht 
DI 
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39 Gadi klo) ORTUS 

60 a [fiy DeHus Soh FY 
6l ba Our g apb ù OY 
62 mou TT T» erg aio D 


63. Ges yeu OWE 


The recently discovered above inscription in Tiruninravur (Chingleput District) 
dated 23rd year of Parantaka I (AD 930) is interesting. It is similar to the Maran 
jadaiyan inscription of Manur. 


The full text is translated below : The Mahasabhaiyar and the adjudicating 
(Manradukinra) Sabhaiyar inducted from the Kumbha month (ie. Feb-March), the 
Committee elders looking after the task, the Bhatta elders, Visista elders - included 
- Mahasabhaiyar on that day met in. the Great Ambalam of their township on that 
days and with full attendance of young and old, made the following settlement for 
the welfare of the township. 


From that year when constituting the Committees for adjudication and recording 
it, the Mahasabha shall without any deficiencies meet at the Brahmasthana and choose 
those agreeable to approved by the Mahasabha, provided that they shall constitute the 
Committee for adjudication with Members who had an interval of five years from 
that day when they have been serving in the Committee or with those who had not 
so far served in the Committee. The brothers and fathers and sons of those who had 
served as adjudicating members, 2 years prior to the constitution shall be excluded. 


Those who had affirmed this regulation shall have the Branchise to participate 
in the Mahàsabhà. Those who denied this regulation, shall be deemed to have offended 
the township and shall forfeit their f ranchise or shall pay a price of Palam Kunri 
per day (varam palam Kunri). Those who had served in the adjudicating Committee 
shall render accounts to the Sabhaiyar (at the end of their tenure) 
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In these terms the Mahasabha settled. Those who offended this regulation the 
franchise-holders and the share-holders shall at the court of justice they choose pay 
a fine of 25 kalariju per day.This regulation was engraved in the year 19th of Madurai 
Konda Parakesari Parantaka ColanThis inscription establishes three points. 


(i) The Mangadu Variyam was distinct from the Mahasabha. 


(ii) It was inducted annually and 


(iii) The regulation was specially made to exclude incumbents seeking selection 
continuously or without sufficient interval, specially for the Committee for 
adjudication. 
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CHAPTER III 


THE GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 
(AD 950 to 1350) 


An over view: 


A significant political change had taken place in the mid tenth century. 
The Pandyas of the first Empire had been eclipsed. Parantaka-I (AD 907-955) and 
Rajairaja-I (985-1016) had both overpowered the Pandyas, and firmly established the 
Cola hegemony over the Pandyan Kingdom. The former took title of **Madirai Konda”. 
Rajaraja-I renamed the whole Kingdom as Ra jaraja-Pandya nadu”. The rivers were 
not spared - Tambraparani became Mummudi Colapperaru, the Gatana was named 
"Rajarajapperaru""! New Brahmadeya and Nagarams had sprung up all along the river 
courses renamed or named after the Cola rulers. Earlier nuclei were enlarged’. Intense 
activity in the Townships is evidenced by inscriptions. Though the volume of evidence 
is the larger from Brahmadeyas, the Urs and the Nagaras were also active and their 
day-to-day transactions are recorded. Trade especially between the hilly western part 
(originally held by the Ceres) and the eastern parts was active. A nmber of benefactors 
from the Cola and the Malaimandala (formerly of the Cera) Kingdoms were noticed 
among the individual benefactors of the temples and mathas in the Pandyan Townships. 
Movement of merchants, the Valanjiyar (the mercantile militia) the horse traders 
(Kudiraiccetti) from Malaimandalam, the Brahmins and the Vellala was conspicuous. 
The Cola Generals were also instrumental in the constructing new temples and forming 
new townships. The Cola garrisons stood guard over select and strategic temple-locations. 


The Cola Emperor, Rajendra-I appointed his own sons as Viceroys. Partly assuaging 
the feelings of the subsects of the conquerred territory they assumed the title of Cola- 
Pandyas and alternated the title of Maravarman and Jatavarman among the successive 
princes continuing the Pandyan tradition. The capital of the Cola-Pandya Viceroys 
as located at Madurai and the presence of the Viceroy in close proximity and while 
on tour was availed of by the supplicants to get the grant made, confirmed or enlarged. 
The Viceroy had virtually exercised the powers of the king, though occasions were 
not wanting when he implemented the royal command received from the Cola capital. 
Jat. Sundara Cola-Pandya, for instance, implemented the royal order of Vira Rajendra 
granting additional land bearing the land assessment of kasu 32%, and, paddy 567 Kolonie 
padakku and 4 nalr. 


These grants of the Cola rulers and the Kings are noticeably larger in the 
Tambraparani tract, in the Kundaru-Manimuktanadi tract (Keralasingavalanadu- 
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Tiruppattur taluk) to a lesser extent and in the eastern littoral of the Pandyan Kingdom 
fewer. If an impressionistic inference can be drawn, their occurrance is far less in 
the Kalaiyarkoil-Mangalam uplands. (Sivagangai Taluk) and in Mudukulathür Taluk 
and in parts of the Sivakasi and Virudhunagar tract. A computerised numerial analysis 
of the occurence of the Cola and the Cola-Pandya inscriptions collected and still to 
be collected tract by tract may help confirm this impression. It is not perhaps, an 
accident that it is these excepted tracts that have contributed a large number of Pandya 
chieftains and officers and Maramudalis after the Pandyas reasserted their authority 
in the early decades of the 13th Century. Partly due to the non-availability of full 
texts of the inscriptions of the period and the few fragments that have survived, the 
comparative lack of intensity of the Cola and Cola-Pandya inscriptions should remain 
a hypothesis subject to verification and confirmation‘. 


This range of distribution of available evidence will be necessarily reflected in 
the account that follows. 


But the evidence is enough to confirm the migration of families from the Cola 
country down south, the military enterprise that left behind garrisons and generals 
who fostered local development, the extension of cultivation and augmented resources 
available for the royalty and the community and the attention paid to extended irrigation. 


These positive trends continued with unabated vigour when the Pandyas reasserted 
themsleves from the last quarter of the eleventh century and gathered momentum 
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Evidence is positive and abundant that 
new townships and temples were founded and extension of riverine, cannal and tank 
irrigation was deliberately promoted mere by the community activity, supplemented 
by specific royal grants. In the earlier nuclei of the temples and older townships, 
extensions were widely undertaken. 


Merchant townships especially in Kananadu (Pudukkottai) and adjoining tracts 
in Tiruvadanai, Tiruppattur (Keralasingavalanadu) Tracts and in Alanadu (Uttamapalayam 
and Periyakulam taluks) and down south in Tirunelveli on the eastern and western 
coast were also active. Towards the close of the period (in the 14th and 15th Centuries). 
Muslim mosques and Christian churches slowly make their appearance and they were 
also treated on a par with the Jaina Pallis and the Buddhist shrines and endowments. 
were made for their upkeep. 


The activities of the township can be studied in various aspects - their constitution 
.and organisation and their function, their role in irrigation, and in land reclamation, 
the land-dues and obligations, and the community development and social amenities 
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and the general trend of prices and wages. These are dealt with in the following chapters, 
culling data from the inscriptions. Practially all the unpublished inscriptions of the 
tract have been studied and made full use of. 


The Pandyan Townships under the Colas - Their expansion : 


As stated already, the Cola conquest of the Pandyan tract was followed by the 
creation of a number of settlements, of a varied character. Some of those had got 
established from the nuclei of the townships of the early Pandyan period. Several 
examples can be cited. Within the conspectus of this treatise, only conspicuous examples 
are cited” llangoykkudi on the banks of Tambraparani, an early Pandya township became 
extensive covering the whole of the Gatana - Tambraparani basin enveloping several 
settlements within a radius of 483 to 644 kilometres radius with the existing 
Brahmadesam village at the Centre. This big township was named Rajaraja Cm after 
Rajaraja L 


Close to the Brahmadesam village there exists one of the early Cola temples 
at Tiruvalisvaram. Its establishment and the settlement that was formed near it are 
typical of how the tract acquired a higher density of population and occupied holdings 
after the Cola conquest. This temple was apparently founded by a Cola Chief, Ambalavan 
Ninradiyan. 

In the llth year of Rajaraja I (AD 996) Ambalavan Ninradiyan of Pidavur in 
Cola Nadu on the northern bank of the Cauvery acquired 1 veli of land, excluding 
the temple site and the rocky gravelly lands. He assigned 2 ma of land for the supply 
of ghee to the lamp and the remaining lands (18 Ma) were granted as occupied holdings. 
The lands so assigned were to yield 309 kalam, Tum, 2 nali for food offerings. The 
land so assigned was % veli, Kani Mundirikai the levy of paddy was an immutable 
levy. The rate as contract or lease leavy (ottu irai) was 30 kalams per ma (apparently 
for 2 crops) The priest was paid 60 kalams of paddy per year. 


The remaining 7% ma, araikkani, mundirikai were utilised for the temple servants 
working within, 8 in number, and 4 bachelors. The piper troupe 5 in number were 
granted 3 ma mukkani, 2 for blowing conch, 2 for blowing kalam/horn) l^ ma - each. 
Provision was made for the cleaning of the temple, and the maintenance of the garden, 
and for the potter to supply earthern vessels (1 Kari) 


The Mahasabha of Rijaraja Cm named the habitat formed around the temple 
as Ninradinallür, after the benefactor. They agreed not to claim any fines levied in 
case adjudicated or for default from the residents. They also granted the remission 
of the other levies including free labour that could be demanded from the residents 
of the hamlets attached. These proceeds were credited to the temple, presumably. The 
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annual committee of the Mahasabha was to provide ploughs to the cultivating tenants 
who were to pay for the hire of the plough | kasu which shall be the contribution 
for the deity. (adiyarai - for adi yurai - contribution to the deity? . The annual committee 
were to supervise the collection of these levies. Apparently the cultivating tenants 
ploughing the land had to be provided with implements by the annual committee 
and they had to pay the dues therefor to the temple. Among the residents if there 
were some who did not render any service in the temple or were the cultivating tenants 
they shall remain for 4 years free of levies but thereafter they shall be liable to 
pay cash which shall be expended for the Visu (April) and ayana (in January and 
July-August) rituals in the temple. If any one ordered anything to the contrary, violating 
these provisions they shall be liable to pay severally 10 kalanju gold as fine. The 
Mahasabha also granted the right to take water from the main channel taking off 
from Ghatana? 


The temple was placed under the Cola army, Padaipiditha Pallayiravar Münrukai 
Mahasenaiyar.° 


The same Ninradiyar had purchased lands an year earlier (AD 995) in 
Tiruppudaimarudur from the Brahmin holders, 3 ma in extent, excluding % ma of 
Devadana land. The Brahmin vendors four in number, had acquired them by inheritance 
or by a charitable grant. They were men of small parcels! Those were endowed for 
the temple in Tiruppudaimarudur. 


These are typical instances of how soldiery and the benefactors from the Cola 
country had colonised the Pandyan tract, built temples and set up establishments. The 
big Brahmin township Rararaja Cm itself should have sprung up not long before 
AD 995 - & The main Siva temple at Brahmadesam should have been the focus of 
the Brahmin settlement, though only fragments of inscriptions of the time of Rajaraja 
are now found scattered in the Township. 


In about AD 1021 the felt want of a Visnu temple in the big Township was 
fulfilled by Céra Rajasimha who built the temple of Rajéndra Vinnagar to the west 
of Brahmadesam. 


Tiruvalisvaram itself was further provided for in the 17th year of Jat. Sundara 
Cola-Pandya, son of Rajendra I. (AD 1037) under instructions from his uncle 5 vélis 
of land were purchased from the Mahasabha in the hamlet Kakkalür and renamed 
and constituted into a Devadana called Siva-Caranisvaranallür to conduct festivals and 
for feeding 25 Brahmins and for maintaining a person who read Sivadharma in the 
temple. The Mahasabha solicitously remitted the land levy on the cultivating tenants 
who were tending a garden *‘Rajendra Colan"' for this temple." 
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The lands purchased in Kakkalur were Brahmadeya in tenure; from the 16th year 
onwards on the purchase, the 5 velis were converted to Vellanvagai tenure and the 
land levies obligation were fixed at 642 kalams, 6 kuruni, 2 nali, ulakku L 2'% sevidu 
and cash 35% and mukkani, karcevidu 5 kasu. The land dues per veli works out at 
about 128% kalams besides cash at a little over 7 kasu and Katcierudu | bo 


There was a considerable expansion of Sermàdevi also. The Mahasabha of Nigarili 
Cola Cm as it was renamed has sold among others, the 5th 6th field to the north 
of the channel named Sri Kurukurunambi, under the first sluice and 4 more plots 
to the north of a channel under another sluice. The Mahasabha received the sale price 
and the capitalised amount for payment of taxes. The Brahmin signatories have hailed 
from Anuppür, Tüppil, Kiranur and Korovi^ If we could generalise from the nativity 
of these Brahmins the residents in Rajaraja Cm also appear to have hailed from the 
same nativity.* 


Across the river Tambraparani an extent of 2 veli in Kallur in Melavembu Nadu 
held by private occupants were converted into Sivapadasekharanallür and the land levies 
were granted to the temple at Sermadévi.” 


The occupants of the land in Kallur did not consent to the change in the tenure 
and relinquished the holdings! consequently, the lands had to be arranged to be 
cultivated by the tenants engaged by the deity’s excutives. This did not deter a sunsequent 
grant in the same location to the deity.” Pilgrims even from distant Kashmir had 
sojourned in Sermadevi and instituted a lamp service.” 


The Brahmadéya named or renamed Cola-Pandya Cm had sprung up in 
Karunilakkudi Nadu’ A Brahmin lady therefrom Kasyapan Narayanan’s wife Solai 
senda piratti set up a lamp in Alagarkoil. 


The new Brahmadéyas that sprung up include Paficavanmadevi Cm” in a 
comparatively dry upland area. 


The process of founding new grant villages had continued even in the reign 
of Kulottunga I. In the 30th year(SIC) of the reign? (AD 1100 or 1109) the Mahasabha 
of Rajarajan Cm met in the Tuftiyakki ambalara of the township and transacted business 
to allocate the grant made by the King to the deity, Moymambupolil Alvar in the 
eastern hamlet Attaninallur (Attalanallur). The grant was a Devadana Iraiyili. The grant 
extent was to be measured and located one Veli in extent in a contiguous area and 
named as Rajarajasikhamani nallur (SIC for Rajanarayananallur). It was separated and 
constituted into a new unit and the revenue officials’ endorsement and extract of the 
land register was issued. The grant village was put in possession of the Sri Vaisnavas 
of the temple to be utilised for the services and provisions in the temple. 
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A boundary stone standing that it marked the limits of Rajanarayana nallur, 
the Devadana of the Moymambipolil alvar exists in the village limits even today." 


The Cola-Pandya inscriptions also refer to the merchants from the Nagara 
Township making grants. A merchant of Ksatriyasikhamanipuram instituted a lamp 
service in Ambasamudram for the deity Tirumulanathasvami (AD 1026)> In AD 1035 
a grant of land growing 2 crops of about 1% ma yielding 10 kalams in Melkuppaykkudi 
alias Nanadesi Nallur was granted by the Mahasabha of Rajaraja Cm for the merit 
of the big guild of the mandalam, Nanadesi - Tisaiayirattu annurruvar residing in 
Rajendra Colapperunderu.* 


These afford indices of the growing merchantile settlements in and near 
Ambasamudram on the highway connecting the erstwhile Cera Kingdom and the 
Pandyan tract. 


THE RESURGENT PANDYAS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION 


This activity gained further impetus when the Pandyas were on the ascendant 
and were regaining their independence. This phase could be dated in the latter half 
of the reign of Kulottunnga I, ie. from about AD 1085 to 1162. Mar. Parakrama Jat. 
Srivallabha, Jat. Parantaka, Mar. Srivallabha and Jat. Kulasekhara can be ascribed to 
this period of the resurgent Pandyas. A number of inscriptions in Kanyakumari, the 
Tambraparani belt and more in the Vaigai belt are noticed which bear testimony to 
the founding of new settlements in these tracts. 


These townships of the resurgent Pandyas could be found dispersed in the riverine 
ribbons of Nambiyar (in present Radhapurem Taluk in Tirunelveli district) and in 
other areas like the Vaigzi ribbons to the west of Madurai. We may notice a few 
specific instance. 


Jat. Srivallabha’s reign attests the founding or expansion of a number of 
Brahmadeya and Deévadana settlements or townships of a dual character. These date 
from the very early years in this reign. The inscriptions are spread over the districts 
of Ramnad, Madurai and Tirunelveli. The Chieftains of the Nadu too evinced keen 
interest in the promotional activity. 


In the third year of Jat. Srivallabha Karunilakkudi Nadalvan in Iruiijo nadu had 
excavated a tank and had constructed a bund and marked it by an inscription? In 
the fourth year. Adalaiyur Nadalvan had endowed his share of the land dues and 
obligation (I rat, Kudimar) in Mer Kannamangalam to the temple at Kunnakkudi* and 
also in Kil Kannamangalam-" 
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In the same year, the Prince Sundara Pandya established a township of a dual 
tenure, Dévadana-Brahmadeyam named Sri Sundara Pandya Cm and indicated the 
boundaries of the grant village in Colapuram.” Some five years later, several weavers 
took up residence in the lands belonging to the temple and took up 24 house sites. 
The immutable levy for occupation was per loom per month 10 panam in cash. They 
were free to set up as many looms as they wished. This was on a temple land, permitted 
by the temple authorities? 


Sivapuri (in Tiruppattur Taluk) brings out the activity of the merchants settled 
in Nànadesipperunderu in Aruviyür. A merchant Tarunéndu Sékharan (named after 
the deity) purchased from a Brahmin of Nrapasékhara Cm land under Mudikonda 
Colapereri in Perumattiyür a small parcel of mukkāni kil araikkal and reclaimed it 
and named the field after himself. He had endowed it to the deity. In addition he 
set up a garden and paid the land price and deposit for defraying taxes due on the 
lands to the Sabha of the Brahmadeya. This was in the 6th year? 


Another grant made two years later was by a Vellala who purchased the land 
from the Vellalas of Pandangudi in Surabhi Nādu® A Velan from Pandangudi also 
purchased and endowed a land for kitchen services." 


[n the 5th year, a merchant of the Manigramam in Kodumbalür, Madalai Küttan 
alias Sivakarunalayan purchased a land from the Madhyastha of the township and 
endowed it for offering pudding (pittamudu) to the Mahadeva deity in the Brahmin 
township.» 


Aruviyur, the adjoining Nagara settlement had the name Desiuyyavanda pattinam*® 
another merchant therefrom purchased one-third of the tank and ayacut in the western 
hamlet paying the price and tax deposit and endowed it to the temple.” 


There was also a matha in Sivapuri which denoted the temple-site and its adjuncts. 
The Matha was endowed with lands also under the tanks Perumattiyür by a merchant 
from Desiuyyavandapattanam. He also endowed a house-site on the northern row of 
the street by the side of the temple and also garden land for supplying vegetables 
and leaves to the matha.? 


The Chieftain Nisadarajan gave away from his Jivitam the antarayam and 
Kadamai from 2 ma of land to the deity.” The temple itself purchased some lands 
from the Brahmin residents from out of a deposit made by a Brahmin lady.” 


In the I8th regnal year a Brahmadeya called Sey yamangalam alias Ambalattadi 
Cm was instituted and the lands apportioned among 20 Brahmins and the charity was 
to be protected by the Andar and the Panmahésvaras of the Tarunéndu Sékhara temple 
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in Nrupasekhara Cm. The Brahmins were to pay to the temple per year | dramam 
per ma. The Charitable grant was made Kandan Sundan Dvarapati velan in the name 
of his father." 


The King's grants are also noticed in Tiruppattur and Tirukostiyur. To the 
Tiruppattur deity he granted the land dues Madai 17, 1 ma from Mannanimangalam 
alias Meltirumangalam and 25%, 3 ma Kilmullivayal as Devadana Iraiyili.? 


In the 17th year, a merchant of Aruviyur alias Desiuyyavandapattinam deposited 
I] Kalafju, 6 mafijadi in the temple treasury against which supply was to be made 
per day at 2 kalams of paddy and supply of cloth 1 kasu, persumably to the garden 
tenderer who had to supply flowers? 


The queen Ulagamuludaiyar herself caused the kitchen (attached to the temple) 
to be constructed." 


The adjoining township of Tirukkostiyur was also held in veneration by the 
Nattar of Colapandya Valanadu who agreed to collect as subscription from the holders 
of land together with the land dues 100 panams per year for two lamps instituted 
for merit of the Nadu? 


The King ordered that a 9 days festival for the deity be celebrated in the month 
of Arpasi, the holy bath to synchronise with his natal star of Citrai. 


The Karanmai rights in two villages, Purkuli and Nattarmangalam were purchased 
from the Nattar with the temple funds and the land dues were endowed for conducting 
the festival by a royal grant. Two Brahmin residents of the Brahmadeya ordered the 
royal grant to be engraved: 


The other grants of the reign of Jat. Srivallabha and his predecessors are found 
in a bunch in Koil Kuruvitturai. It brings out the extension of cultivation by increase 
in irrigation facilities 

The adjoining Nagara Township of Vikramangalam also received a grant of land- 
dues from Sekkalai renamed as Srivallavanallur for the provisions needed for the deity 
of the Nagara.? 


An important inscription from Tenkarai (Tirumangalam taluk) refers to the 
Ayyapolil mercantile community and appears to record certain regulations of igangat 
and Valangai social classes. But the inscription is much damaged.? 


The inscriptions of the period are also found in the Tambraparani estuary, at 
Attür, Sendamangalam and Kattarimangalam. 
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In the 6th year of the reign Jat. Srivallabha granted the land-dues from 
Tiruccirrambaladevanallur in Korkai Nadu which is said to have been separated from 
Kudanadu. The grantee deity Somanathadéva of Arrür was situated in Kuda nadu 


Mobility of the residents in Pandinadu is brought out by another record of this 
reign dated in the lth year. A lady, Andamai Sani was married to Kurukkai Sarangapani 
Tiruntlakantan a resident in the 2nd street named Mummudi Cola Ceri - Cola names 
of ihe habitat still lingered - in Rajaraja Cm in Mulli Nadu which is described as 
| "Taniyur" - a revenue unit by itself. She provided for several lamps and for supplying 
milk and rice for the pious mendicants so that her thrist (after death) might be quenched 
(Tanakku Tagam keda). These were accepted by the Sivabrahmanas of the Attür temple 
and the sheep were entrusted to the shepherds attached to the temple." 


Five years later, they ordered the grant of lands as the service holding of one 
Parasivan Santikuttan Soman, a dancer for performing Sàntiküttu to be en joyed by 
him and his descendants, presumably so long as the services continued to be rendered* 


Séndamangalam was a village attached to Attūr. In the 12th year of Jat. Srivallabha 
valanadu rendered tax free 2% veli of land purchased from various Brahmin residents 
and endowed to Kailasamudaiyar in the village. The Mahasabha met on this occasion 
in a mandapa in the western temple of Tirunarayana vinnagar Alvar in Arrür 
Sendamangalam. The price was paid by Tiruvayodhi ..... (Narayanan Tiruvikraman 


se ee e e 


The same donor figures in another transaction of land purchased and endowed 
to the same deity but the details are lost? 


The King was supplicated by the temple executives and Srimahe$vara Kankani 
of the Virapandi$varam Udaiyar in Kattanimangalam in. Amitagunavalanadu for a 
devadana as that temple had no land endowments. In the 19th year, 500th day the 
King, Jat. Srivallabha while being seated at his palace Madurai ordered that the / raiyili 
grant to Manaviravinnagar alvar of Vairagam alias Manaviranallur in Manavira 
Valanadu in that village (of Kattanimangalam) be transferred to the Virapandisvaramudaiyar. 
This was granted at the request of the prince (Nampillar) Sundara Pandyan. The content 
of the grant was land dues from the village" 


It should not be understood that this was a capricious transfer. The lands were 
located in Kattanimangalam and as such could be beneficially enjoyed by the deity 
located in the village. The Visnu temple was located in the adjoining Nadu and could 
have been either already adequately provided for or granted lands in the same nadu 
and location in exchange grants made by jat. Srivallabha are also noticed in the command 
area of Nattar (in Nanguneri Taluk) (identical with Nambiyar). Perumpalanju in that 
river - command had the temples dedicated to Varagunisvaramudaiyar, Tirunage$varamudaivar 
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and Puravarisvaramudaiyar. A request for land grants was preferred by one 
Manabharanamangalattu Ayyar (who might have been a minister or a person who 
had influence with the King) The King ordered that the Revenue Officers issue an 
ulvari (counterpart of the title deed from revenue accounts) for 1 veli. granted in the 
village% 

A person perhaps identical with this Manabharanamangalattu ayyar or his 
discendant might be Manabharananambi who occurs in Kodanur inscription.” 

An undated record from Dalapatisamudram gives interesting details of several 


grants made to the deity Mahadeva of Mayiladuparai Parakramapandya Cm. The grant 
was made from Madurai.* The grant comprised the following — 


(i) 3 veli = 60 ma - wet in the village of 
2 veli and 6 ma = 46ma Parakramapandya 
dry Cm. 


(ii) Under the Tirukkurungudi Tank 
Veli %+ 4 ma - Tankfed. 


(iii) Under Munnürruvamangalam Tank : 14= 1 ma and makani 


Total 146, 7 Makkani = veli 7, 6 makkani The boundaries of the grant village 
were shown by several officers : 


Kankani Arür Sadaiyan Nambinarayanan 


“Nam Tirumun adippar" (?) Kandan Vadugan Kufjaramallan, Akapparivaram 
Arumbür Accan 


Superintending Servant - Pappan Bhagavan of Sundara Cola Cm a Brahmadeya 
in Nanjilnadu, (Sucindram) 


Adigal Narayanan Devadevesan of Rajakkalmangalam 
Nattukkanakku Kannan Sürri 


The boundaries were shown Colan Tirundan, 


Eastern boundary - Naralókanàdhanallür Accan pidaran 
Southern boundary - Alliyur Kuttan Colan 
Western hamlet - The Sabha accounts of Parakramapandya Cm. 


Tiruvarangavelan 


Northern hamlet - Tirukkurungudi Sendan Colan 
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This document brings out the involvement of the residents of the villages 
surrounding the grant- village, who can vouch for the location of the lands. It conforms 
to the stipulation in Katyayana Smrti Samhita of Samantas showing the boundaries 
as they could be credited with the personal knowledge of the location of the grant- 
lands. 


Vijayanarayana Cm was a populous and ancient Brahmadéya in the same 
command of Nattar. A record of the 10th year of Jat. Srivallabha refers to the lands 
endowed in the 3lst year of Kulottunga Cola devar “who took Kollam’’. This is 
obviously a reference to the Cola emperor Kulottunga I (AD 1070-1122) and more 
precisely to a grant of the AD 1101 when his hold over the Pandyan territory was 
still in tact. Jat. Srivallabha has been assigned the period AD 1090 to AD 1116 and 
the tenth year should refer to 1100-1101, about the same time. The lands were endowed 
to Sri Satagopavinnagar àlvar, Sri Varaguna Vinnagar alvar, and Sri Raghava Cakravarti 
- three deities installed in Vijayanariyanam. The lands were in the I taram and II 
taram. A reference is made to Sankaran Vasudevan of Turuttimangalam, the chieftain 
(Mudalitaram, Seykinra) in the Brahmadeya. He together with the Sabhaiyar, ordered 
the recording of the grants according to the royal command conveyed through a 
letter.” 


Some two years later, the same individual Nambi Sankaran Vasudevan, who was 
the chieftain of the village on behalf of Ravi Kodaivarman the ruler of Vénadu 
provided for the proper repairs of the tank bund and the supply channel which had 
breached. The Mahasabha gratefully named the bund after the benefactor. This occurred 
in the 12th year (AD 1112)” 


Five years later, the King himself camped in this ancient township - in the palace, 
and on the request of the Stivaisnavas of Sri Varaguna Vinnagar alvar and Sri Satagopa 
vinngar alvar ganted Antarayam and other land revenue to the temple for supply of 
clothings. Here again what was granted was the land-dues share on lands falling to 
the share of the deity and those acquired from the deity's own resources. The lands 
were granted in the top class, 2nd and 3rd. But the occupancy rights in these lands 
held by the residents of the village were not interefered with. 


Grants to the Agasti$varam temple and a matha made during the reign of Jat. 
Srivallabha refer to the grant village Munnurruva mangalam in the Nattàrrüppokku. 
This could be located in the present Nangunéri Taluk 


We may finally notice some of the Urars who were active as seen from: the 
contemporaneous records. These records are dated in the reign of Kulottunga I. In the 
22nd year (AD 1091-1092) the Urar of Tirukkunrakkudi alias Tirupugalur collectively 
granted 10 ma of land® 
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A second record of the 40th year refers to several Ürars - Idaikkudi alias 
Ravikulamanikka Nallur. Sengani Pakanda Kayankudi, Veluvir, Kafijirangudi, 
Vettangudi, Alangadu Sirukudi, Siruvayal, Tayangudi among others all in Tenar 
command in Rajendra Cola Valanadu. The inscription is incomplete“ These should 
be located in Tiruppattur taluk. 


Besides grants were made also by the Chieftain Adalaiyur nadalvan out of his 
jivitam lands® The establishment of his jivitam holdings can be tracted even to the 
period of the Cola supremacy. These villages were Tirukkunrakkudi, Veluvür, 
Padaikkani, Vélangudi, Kanjirangudi Sali, Padirikkudi, Parisvaramangalam, 
Merkannamangalam. It will be noticed some of the Urs listed above are comprised 
in the Jivitam holding of Adalaiyurnadalvan who had enjoyed the same assignment 
of a portion of the land dues from these agricultural townships. 


The evidence can be summed up by drawing the inferences below: 


The Pandyan resurgence had been followed by a number of grants to charitable 
institutions and the temple. Increased services instituted would have given the fillip 
to the growing needs and demand for agricultural products and services. These would 
have led to extension of cultivation and where feasible, also by creation or extension 
of irrigation facilities. These activites of the mercantile townships were noteworthy. 
The spread of the Pandyan authority by the beginning of the 12th century over the 
entire tract under study is fully borne out. 


These trends continued with vigour during the reign of the Pandya rulers. Jat. 
Kulasekhara (AD 1190 to 1217) and his successors. Many of them were able warriors 
and had several conquests to their credit, like Mar. Sundara I (AD 1216-1239) Jat. 
Sundara I and Jat. Vira Pandya (AD 1253-1274) The campaigns had also thrown up 
several chieftain and commanders from various locations who attested the grant-deeds 
or themselves made grants to institutions or for services old and new. 


This great activity noticed took several forms. Additional services were instituted. New 
shrines were added even in the existing temples and townships Land grants carved out of 
the settlements already made by purchase or cancellation of earlier grants (particularly of the 
service tenure-jivitam) or new settlements in favourable locations were made. These features 
were noticed throughout the Pandyan Kingdom. Also the complexity of land tenures overlapping 
claims to ashare of the produce by a multiplicity of beneficiaries were noticeable. 


Detailed case studies of the new Brahmadeya townships formed during the period 
are presented elsewhere ^ The feasible method adopted here is to recount some 
characteristic developments and features and specific aspects. 
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Jat. Kulasekhara I (AD 1190 to 1217) was greatly facilitated in reasserting the 
Pandyan authority by the matrimonal alliance he had struck with the Ceras. His queen 
was a Cera Princess and the Pandyan ruler had promised a tax-free gift for a service 
in the name of his brother-in-law (maccunanar) kola Ravivarman at Sermadevi? 
This Cera prince may be identical with Kodai Ravivarman whose agent figures in 
a Vijayanarayanam inscription as a benefactor who restored the breached tank bunds® 
Jat. Kulasekhara seated in Kupakarayanallur in Tenkarai Nadu (on the south bank 
of Tambraparani) in his 10th year made this endowment to Dvarapati Alvar (Krsna 
temple) and lands were granted in the eastern hamlet of Seravan madevi Cm. It may 
be noticed that this big Brahmadeya was itself. named after à Queen (from) the Cera 
family. A rockcut Vatteluttu inscription in Paccarkulam at Kilambur (close to 
Ambasamudram) referred to a ** Venattuvar Kon Iravi Varman’’” 


Trade, social and religious contacts should have been fostered between the west 
coast and the eastern plains. A shrine for Kulasekhara alvar (the double entendre with 
the ruling Pandya was intended) was set up in the expanded temple at Rajendra 
Vinnagar.” The shrine was set up by a native of Malaimandalam, Mullaippalli 
Vasudevan and a disciple of Sendalangaramahamuni, a Vaisnavite asectic. This asectic 
had also interested himself in a temple and settlement at kodanur alias Kulasekhara 
Cm in Melavembunadu.” 


These social contacts had led to a number of Malayala Brahmanas who had acquired 
occupancy holdings in different locations in the Pandyan Kingdom. These migrants 
were noticed in several places, like Madurai” Alagarkoil® uplands, Tiruppaccetti" distant 
Mudikarai® in Kalaiyarkoil uplands, Tirumalugandankottai® in Mudukulattur taluk 
and Radhapuram, Tirukkurungudi and Taruvai in Tirunelveli district. The migration 
from Malaimandalam to the adjoining plants in Nanguneri taluk and to Taruvai was 
only to be expected and natural. This magration could be dated in the 12th and [3th 
centuries. 


A number of Agraharas and Devadana grants were made and these are considered 
in detail in examining the tenures and land levies and obligations. But a very large 
grant of a Brahmadeya by Jat. Kulasekhara I deserves notice. This transactions is detailed 
in the Tiruppuvanam Copper plates. 


The procedure for constituting the big Agrahara, named after Jat. Kulasekhara I 
(Rajagambhira Cm) is interesting.” It throws light on the composition of a village, 
and the contents of the grant. It reveals the inter-tenurial obligations inherent such 
composition. The grant-township was a cluster of villages or part thereof on the South 
and North bank of Vaigai in the Southern most part of Sivagangai Taluk and the 
Western and Southern part of Manamadurai Taluk in Ramanathapuram district. It had 
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a spread over five earlier Nadis. Kiranur, Panangalur Tiyandaikkudi, Merkudi and 
Purapparalai Nadu. These were constituted into one big village Rajagambhira Cm and 
it was big enough to be constituted into a Valanadu as well bearing the same name. 
The boundaries were determined by a circumambulation by a female elephant. It had 
comprised 140 old villages. 


Eleven persons were appointed to superintend the settlement of the boundaries. 
The boundaries commenced from the north-eastern corner and ended with the same 
spot. The actual demarcation was done by the local people. 


This was in pursuance of the King's order from Madurai to the effect that from 
the 24th year, the big Brahmadeya be formed and granted to 1080 Brahmins who 
were well-versed in the Vēdas and Sastras, each to be given one share. The remaining 
120 shares (in all 1200) were set apart for the temple and the service holders in the 
temple. 


The content of the grant is clear. The grant had excluded the old Devadana, 
Palliccandam and lands already held in occupancy (Karanmaiyana nilam). Hence it 
protected the subsisting rights of the temple grants and grants to Jaina shrine and 
also occupancy holders who should have been large in number. The new inductors 
could only cultivate or cause to be cultivated the unoccuppied lands and / or also receive 
the lands dues hitherto payable to the King There was one exception. The grant extent 
had included three villages endowed as Dévadana already to the temple at Tiruppuvanam 
- viz. Vagaikkudi, Muttüranarottai, Sirukilangattur. How this prior claim and the dues 
to the temple were secured form the subject matter of the *"Tiruppüvanam 
Supplementary plates’. This record was addressed to the Sabhaiyar of Rajagambhira 
Cm. The three villages were inspected at the time of standing crops and Kadamai 
(land due) was fixed on that basis and realised by the temple. This was discontinued 
and from the llth year, the land dues were fixed in cash as below 


Vagaikkudi A Kasu 10 
Mutturanarottai Eos Kau IO 
Sirukilangattir he Kau 5 


25 Kasu per year 


This was fixed as the lease (orti) amount, but it was to be paid half in cash, 
ie. 12% kasu and in paddy, the other half. 
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Mar. Sundara Pandya I had ordered it on the request of his brother-in-law 
(Maccunnanar) Alagapperumal (AD 1226). On this order of the King, the deity endorsed 
this obligation. It was further clarified that the lease amount shall be the immutable 
levy of obligation (vadakkadan). The cash and the paddy were to be delivered at the 
door of the temple kitchen and receipt obtained. Three Bhattas (Sivabrahmanas) and 
one of the bachelor-attendants and the Temple Treasury Accountant signed the deed. 


A second instance was the whole village of Milaganür. This was not a Brahmadeya 
but was held by occupants who cultivated and paid the full land demand. Hence in 
exchange thereof, a new village was constitued. This new unit comprised-Kuvalaiveli, 
Pudukkulam, Marankirti, Kavidinallür, Kadambamangalam, Sattiyarémbal, in 
Accankattirukkai and that part of the Arayakulam in Kafai-irukkai, but (carefully) 
excluding the one half of that village? held by Mandarai-Raman alias Pallavaraiyar 
(Mandarai Raman ana Pallavaraiyar Kaniyana Sempadi rikki-nikkiyulla nilamum aga). 
The other occupancy tenures were cancelled and this grant extent was constituted into 
one Nadu, one Ur, one Puravu and renamed Accankattirukkai-Midaganür alias 
Rajendrasinganallur and recorded as such in the revenue records. 


This part of the document brings out that when the agricultural holdings of 
fully assessed lands were included in the Brahmadéya care was taken to grant and 
constitute lands of the same tenure in exchange and it was constituted into a separate 
Ur. 

Similar constitutions of Brahmadéyas, Nagaras and Ur could be easily multiplied. 
The first category were the largest recorded and the second and the third lesser and 
lesser in that order as far as epigraphic evidence is available. But the last category 
should be easily the most numerous. 


A few Sinnamanür records bring out the constituents of the Nagarattār® They 
belong to I8 Visayattar of 4 Nagaras and 18 Mandalam and the sertis of Sonadu Danasatts 
who made a grant of a share of the proceeds of levies on articless of merchandise 
(Pattanappagudi). Another category-Kilavattai Padinenvisayattàr and their agents 
(Tarakar) is mentioned. The specific identity of every one of the constituents is not 
clear? 


In the 9th year of Jat. Kulasekhara (AD 1199) a Brahmadeya for 54 Brahmins 
was formed at the request of Kalingarayar and lands of Vellanvagai Tenure were 
converted into Brahmadéya Tenure A lth year record of a ruler (unnamed) constituted 
Anaiyur (Tennavan Sirrür) as one township and revenue village and rendered Dévadana 
Irayili. In this case the occupants remained unaffected but the land dues were endowed 
to the temple at Tiruttangal* 
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In the same reign the village of Tiruppaccorri Cm had become 
depopulated. In the 19th year (1209 AD) forty families of Brahmins were 
made to settle in the villages and shares assigned. They were perhaps from 
Malayala Brahmins and the Visnu temple had the deity Malaimandalattu 
Vinnagar alvar. Later in the 4th year of Jat. Vikrama's reign Kannada 
Brahmins were also referred to as settlers and one Sandi Bhattan Vittanan 
was granted 5 ma of land tax free." 


Kannadiga Brahmins might have moved to the Vaigai and Tambraparani 
basins following the Hoysala intervention during the time of Mar. Sundara 
Pandya I and If A whole Brahmadeya was constituted on the banks of 
Tambraparani and named Posala Vira Somideva Cm after Hoysala Some$vara 
who was claimed to be the màmidi (uncle or father-in-law) of Mar. Sundara 
US 


In the 8th year of that ruler (AD 1246-7) a new grant village Iravi 
Varma Cm ® named after his grandfather (A Venadu Chieftain) was formed 
and share granted for 48 Bhattas and 12 for the Brahmins doing adyayana 
service in the Tirunelveli temple besides 5 shares for temples named below 


Visnu Temple, Sriramavinnagar Se H 
Pandimadevisvaramudaiyar M" 2 
Tondaiman Vinnagar alvar of the contonment - township, 


Manarpadaividu i4 ] 
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Other instances of Brahmadayas or other townships constituted 
may be listed : 


Grant of 222 shares? to 216 Brahmins in Tri Konerinmaikondan 


Kulasekhara Cm from lands purchased in 5 35 year 
specified villages and separated into a tax free (Mar. Kulasekhara 35th year 
unit. (AD 1303) 
For 109 Brahmins and for services for reading NA 
Mahabharatam, Ramayanam, Jyotisa and 
Vaidya 


"Cola-Pandya Com 


Creation of an agrahara from the self-cultivated Konerinmaikondan 
lands of the King to be formed into 20 shares 
and 4 more at 2 each for Siva and Visnu 


temple? 

Formation of an agrahara with a canal excavated Mar. Vikrama 13 
for a tank? AD 1296 

A number of villages and tanks in Vadaparappunadu Konerinmaikondan 
constituted into Ceranarayanapuram - as a B+ 73 
Nagara - into one township and revenue 
unit.” 


Samantanaravana Cm.” (32 shares) 


We have a number of grants or regrants during the reigns of Mar. Sundara L 
Jat. Sundara and Vira and Mar. Kulasekhara. Typical instances have been noticed above 
but the evidence is only repetitive. The detailed history of a few Brahmadeya have 
been given in my collected papers" 


The constituted Brahmadeyas had functioned through its primary body of the 
Sabha and the annual Committees. Variyam. especially for tank supervision and 
distribution of water? (Eri variyam) 


Its executive officers had comprised the Madhyastha (Registrar) of the decisions 
and authorised attestor and the accountant (Karanattàn). The Nagara and the Ur had 
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also their own accountants. Besides pluralistic organisations like the temple, the 
Panmahévaras, Sri Vaisnavas and the Andars had their own executives. 


The Township organisation had two important segments of executives - Pannai 
Seyvar and Véli seyvar. These were the executives through whom the Township 
Organisations had supervised the agricultural operations and the formation of fields 
and their boundaries. Their services were invariably invoked in making the land 
transactions together with the Mahasabha. In AD 1191-92 Tirunilakantan alias Tondaiman 
had gifted some lands, gardens and drylands 1 mà mundirigai in extent. These were 
made over to the Mahasabha or Arikésarinallur (in Alanadu) and the Pannai seyvar 
and Vēliśeyvar The terms should refer to those in charge of the supervision of the 
cultivated lands and collection of dues for and on behalf of the Mahasabha and the 
surveyors and keepers of the boundary and field accounts (Véliseyvar) They also joined 
the Mahasabha in AD 1270-71 in selling the lands to the deity or to donors who wished 
to endow the lands? 


In a third transaction in AD 1293-94 these two categories - Pannai Seyvar and 
Veliseyvàr join the Mahasabha in granting lands in exchange for lands elsewhere. 
These were Tüni land - but as per olugu account 18 Ma. and the devadana land of 
Durgai 2 Ma and 1 Mā of land of Tirumadai vilagam - in all 21 Ma. These were 
taken to the common holding of the Township and registry changed in the olugu 
accounts (Ur Parraka olugil Matterindu). In exchange the Mahasabha granted 2 Ma 
under the tank? 


From the signatories of the two documents, they are all Brahmins. This gives 
room for the inference that the constituents of the Mahasabha and the Pannai Seyvar 
and the veli Seyvar in these cases were the same and they formed part of the landed 
occupants who supervised the cultivation and maintained the olugu (land register) and 
the Survey accounts respectively. 


Sometimes, they are clubbed together as Pannai Veli seyvar.” That they were 
the executives of and accountable to the Mahasabha is clear from the qualifying term 
“Sabhaikku-Samainda’’. There is also an executive of the Sabha separately figuring 
in that record. (Sabha érikaryam seykinra)™ 


An inscription from Saligramam (Mar. Sundara I, 9th year, AD 1225) clearly brings 
out the functions of the functions of the Pannai Seyvar and veli Seyvar. The Sabhaiyar 
had undertaken to bear the land dues on certain endowed lands. The executives Pannai 
geyvar and veli Seyvar undertake not to inspection the crop yield for purposes of 
assessing the levy on the lands. When the King’s tax officials supervise the land dues 
to be collected, they shall bear and deliver the levy due on the exempted lands from 
the common resources of the Township.” 2 É 
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The Pannai, veli seyvar of Kulasékhara Cm (Tirunelveli) delimit the grant made 
to the temple at Tirunelveli and specify the boundaries of lands by Anavaradadana 
Cm. They used a 18 feet pole with 196 kuli = (16x16) to make one md and lands were 
located under every sluice and block and the shares allocated (Karanttukkongdu)?" 


On the lands so formed into shares, the Brahmin occupants had to pay an 
immutable levy (Vadakkadan). There were 2 pangus each for Valavalla- 
Pandisvaramudaiyanayanar and to Valavallapandya-Vinnagar nayanar and 24 shares 
for the Bhattas. These 24 shareholders were to pay the land dues on the lands to the 
temple. This was in the 8th year of Mar. Kulasekhara. 


The Pannai seyvar might be having the following functions within the township, 
arranging for the cultivations of the lands reverting to the township or held in common 
(Sabhai podu), arranging for the cultivation of lands that had g got transferred or endowed 
to institutions located outside the Township, besides supervising the lease-holdings and 
fixed rentals that should accrue.Also they would have kept the cultivation accounts 
of the tax-paying lands to discharge the collective oblications of the Township for 
the payment of Kadamai to the King's men. They had to inspect the crops in lands 
cultivated to assess yield on the basis of which the landlevies were collectable. 


The veli Seyvar might be the executives fixing the outher boundaries of the 
Township and also the boundaries of the lands of tenurial integrity of the Dévadana, 
Dharmadaya. They had also to allocated shares of lands sold or purchase or endowed 
among lands not divided by metes and bounds and fix individual occupancy of lands 
with multiple occupancies. 


These were the functions of the internal land organisation which was an open 
field system. The puravu or cultivable occupancy holdings had to be secured by prickly 
bear and mudwalls to prevant stray cattle. The community had to step in when 
individuals were remiss in discharging their obligations. These executives were then 
the commnity's watchdogs and were accountable to them. 


There were other executives in the next higher territorial division - the Nadu. 
We notice two such categories Nadu Küruseyginrar and * Nadu Vagai Seyginrar. "un The 
functions of these executives can be easily discerned. The Nadu Küru Seyginrar 
perumakkal" were the officers of the Nadu who fixed the territorial boundaries of 
the townships within the Nadu. Their main concern was to ensure the tenuvial integrity 
of the lands, preserving the share of every one of the multiple interests. The Nadu 
‘Vagai Seyginrar should refer to the settlement of the various tenures, the Ur, Nagara, 
Devadana, and Brahamadeya, jivitam and of the respective shares and include the 
transactions of sale exchange of lands among the different tenures and their conversion. 
Of course they had the collective obligation of collecting the land dues and enforcing 
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the distributed obligations (Natruviniyogam) which were case on the occupants or the 
groups of occupants They sometimes took on the responsibility of overseeing the 
obligations due to the temples. They also sign on behalf of the nàdu, the endorsements 
of royal orders. 


From the transactions noticed above it is apparent that there were frequent changes 
in tenures of lands and of townships, not all of them, of lands divided by metes 
and bounds. An Olugu account had to be kept of the content of lands according to 
grants or endorsements made. Sale and purchases of lands were also common. These 
transactions sometimes covered only a portion of the land produce. Hence, multiplicity 
of interests converged on the same land. These included the institution or the individuals 
entitled to receive the King's revenue, in whole or in part (if kadamai and antarayam 
alone was granted) the lands, the yield from which was wholly enjoyed by the 
beneficiaries, the land with fixed immutable levies, and the lands from which annual 
divisible share according to the ascertained yield inspected on fields in harvest were 
collectable. 


A second segment could be the transfer of the subsidiary lands dues payable 
to a jivitam holders or transferred by him to a beneficiary. 


A third segment were the Karanmai - ie. the proceeds of occupancy. These were 
also sometimes shared by the community of shareholders and the temple or other 
institutions. 


Finally, the cultivators who held the land under the occupants had to be reckoned 
with and they were accountable for rendering the Kudimai, or the services of various 
kinds - like maintaining bunds and channels and silt-clearance, and public utilities, 
feeding the King's servants or those of the Nàdu or the Ür who came on functional 
errands, besides rendering services to the temple and collecting the land in kind, and 
carting and delivering them at collections - depots or granaries. 


The functional organisation of the Ur, and the Nadu were effective but limited 
the executive were drawn from among the constituents and accountable to the collective 
body of the occupancy holders within. 


One more category of Townships may distinguished. They are the jivitam 
(Maintenance grant) for the chieftans who had to muster soldiery in times of war 
and could manage or administer ihe cluster of villages granted on this tenure to them. 
They were usually hereditary. More of this tenure is noticed in the following chapter 
on “Land Tenures”. 


A second category of Townships were those with occupancy holdings of the soldier. 
There are a number of such townships located on the Western border of the Pandyan 
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territory abutting the western ghats. Some were also in the interior in the Tamraparani 
Belt, or in the Vaigai Belt. As the volume of evidence gathered is considerable they 
are considered in aseparate chapter that follows. 


This chapter may be concluded with a notice of the detailed procedure adopted 


for the grant of lands or land dues of the King. The procedure was identical both 
in Pandyan times and during the Cola rule. But there are several interesting details 
which the inscriptions bring out. Annexure I to this Chapter is an attempt to describe 
the details and forms of the procedure adopted and also to interpret and distinguish 
the varied terms that occur in the epigraphy. 


FOOT NOTES : 


L 


A jo M 


ARE 109/901 - EL pp. 292 ff. 
Please see my "Ràjendra Vinnagar" - Chapter I. 
For eg. SU XIV/194. 


Cola inscriptions of the regin of Rajaraja I and Rajendra I occur in Edirkottai (Ramnad) and 
Sinnamanür SII Vol. XXVI 502, 503, 505 SII Vol. XXIII, 439, 452 (Madurai) Kulotunga I, who had 
compaigned for reasserting his authority in the restive Pandyan tract had also representative 
inscriptions in scattered locations right upto Kuttar (Nagercoil) the Cola Pandya inscriptions published 
in the SII / XIV, if they can be taken to be tepresentative they cannot be representative due to 
the nonsamping character of evidence reveal 61 Cola Pandya inscriptions in Tirunelveli district, 
3 in Ramnad district (159, 171, 176) and 3 in Madurai district. In the last district 2 are in Anaimalai 
and 1 in Alagarkoil. This sampling pf published inscriptions will bear out that the extant Cola 
and Cola Pandya inscriptions listed from the other parts of the two districts of Ramanathapuram 
and Madurai districts are comparatively sparse. 


ARE 311/196364 - Virapandyapattinam (AD 1387) 


For typical studies of individual Pandyan Townships, especially Brahmadeya, the reader is referred 
to the author's "Collected Papers" (Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology. 1994) and 
“Rajendra Vinnagar" (Tamil Nadu State Department of Archacology, 1980). 


ARE 116/1905. 


ARE 117/1905 ^ Taptamasamum malavum” is a term which is unclear. In in the context in which 
it occurs the sense can be rendered as "cultivation equipment and the plough" 


"Adiyarai" isa corrupt of Adiyurai - cg "Adiyurai, Tirumunikaraikkudi (43-9 Periyalvar Tirumoli ^ 
Also “Divya Prabhanda Agarati" (G.M.S. Library Publication) 
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ARE 1181905. 

120/1905. 

SII Vol. XIV/160, 161 

“Sivadharma™ is the upagama of the main Agama entitled "Sarvókta" or Sarvokta’’. Its contents 
are inter alia, "Sivabhaktiprasamsa, Liragarcanaphala, Lingodbhavavarnàna, Prasadanirmana 
sévaphala, Sivarcanadravya punyaphala, Sivapu japhala, etc `. l am indebted to Dr. S S. Janaki, Director, 
K SRL. for this information. 

Kakkalür is a hamlet to the north of Ghatana river, now known as Kakkanallur. 

SII XIVip. 73 fn. Confer 241/1941, Tirupparankunram for gift of housesites to several temple servants 
SIL XIV /16l. 

SII XIV/147. 

Ibid, 144, 148. 

Ibid 157. 

Ibid 164. 

Ibid 194. 


. Ibid 197. 


Ibid 173 - Alagarkoil. 


. Pándavarmangalam Plates. A13/1958-59. The genuineness of the copper plates is in doubt. But the 


existence of the Brahmadéya is attested. 


. The text in 429/1916 refers to the 39th year. 


24. ARE 444/916. 


Such boundary stones bearing street names are found elsewhere - Eg, 116/1916; Tirukkalakkudi; 
158/1938 - Ilaiyathakudi "Kalaiyàrkalan". Measurement, rods are also inscribed - Eg. Koil Kudi 
tangi at Kovanur 48/1926. 

SIL XIVA. 

Ibid 146. 

SH XIV/203 - Veppilaippatti 

Ibid 204. 


29, Ibid 208. 


Ibid 205. 
Ibid 221 


203.1—12 
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. [bid 213. 


Ibid 218. 
Ibid 249. 


. [bid 235. 


Ibid 242. 
Ibid 253. 
Ibid 259. 
Ibid 260. 
Ibid 261. 
Ibid 243. 
Ibid 228. 


. [bid 238. 


Ibid 248. 


. Ibid 233. 


Ibid 234. 


. Please see the author's paper on "Kol Kuruvitturai" ‘Grants, resumption, and regrant" in the 


‘Collected papers" (1994) for its detailed history. 
SII XIV/262. 


. [bid 251. 


Ibid 214. 
Ibid 230. 


. Ibid 237. 
. Ibid 232. 


Ibid 265. 


. Ibid 250. 


Ibid 206. 


. ARE 2031933. 


SII XIV - 264. 
Ibid 226. 
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Ibid 231. Please see infra for detailes, the chapter on “Irrigation” (Chapter VII) 


. SH XIV/241 

. Please see my research paper on "Kanyakumari" in my "Collected papers" pp. 223-225. 
. SIE XXVI3S. 

. Ibid 33. 


Ibid 36. 


Please see my “Collected Papers" Also "Land grants and agrarian reactions in the Cola and the 
Pándya times" (Madras University publication 1987.) 


. ARE 664/1916. 


Please see infra the Chapter on "Irrigation" 

ARE 518/916. Also TAS IX - p. 19 

Please see the author's monograph on "Rajendra Vinnagar" (Tamil Nadu Dept. of Epigraphy (1980). 
Please see the author's paper on "Kódánür" in the ‘Collected papers”. 

ARE 158, 189, 190, 191/1943-44 (Jat. Vikrama) 

ARE 24/1931-32. 

ARE 71/929-Jat. Vikrama 4th year. 

Mudikkarai - unnumbered inscription copied in 1983-84 (Jat. Vikrama 44th year) 
ARE 38, 39/1931-32 (Mar. Sundara H - 6th year AD 1244) 

EL XXV/p 64 ff. 

Ibid No. 12 pp. 135 ff. 


My interpretation differs from that of the learned editor at p. 71. But he has correctly rendered 
the import at p. 124 in the translations as "'deducting" 


SII XXIII/429, 430 
lid 434. 


. ARE 542/1222. 


ARE 543, 544/1922. 
ARE 78/1928-29. 
ARE 71/1928-29. 


Please see wy "Collected. papers’. for a detailed history of "Posala Virasomideva Cm". 


“yn A A en 


92 


THE PANDYAN Townsuips — Part II 


. SII V. 446. 


ARE 318192930 - Alagarkóil. 


. ARE 5334926 - Srivilliputtur. 


ARE 68/1916, 731916 - Tirukkalakkudi. 
ARE 289;1960-61 - Tirumanikkam. 


2. ARE 273/1930 - Alagarkoil. 


ARE 3221930 - Alagarkoil. 


. The "Collected. papers" - Chapters 10. 11, 12, 13, 15 and 17. 


ARE 322/1923 - Tirukostiyur. 
SII XXIIL450 - Sinnamanur 


. [bid 428. 


Ibid 432. 


| SII V41 - Tirunelveli. 


ARE 379/1935 - Kattanimangalam. 
ARE 3111949-50 


. SII VAL. 
. Ibid 411. 


ARE 291/941 - Tentirupperai, 
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CHAPTER III - APPENDIX - I 


The forms of procédure for royal grants, their implementation and conveyance 


The grants made to temples, and charitable institutions like- the Matha or of 
a personal nature made by the Pandyan ruler have been expressed in several forms 
which together constitute the procedure adopted for the royal orders of grants and 
their formal mutation in the revenue accounts and conveying the grant to the Township 
organisation or the beneficiaries. 


The terms that occur can be listed at the threshold. (1) Tiruvaykkelvi or Kelvi 
for short (2) Srimukham or Tirumukham (3) The Kaiyidu ulvari (4) The Ninaippu 
(5) The Kaittadi or (6) Kadaiyidu (7) Niyogam (8) Sirukkankalai podakkattal. These 
are severally executed and hence they are in different forms every one of which 
is inscribed scparately. Thus, we have a bunch of records relating to the same transaction 
and often repetivie and sometimes one document supplementing the information in 
others. 


It should not be understood that every one of these forms was adopted in each 
and every grant. The Kelvi and Ulvari are invariably in evidence. Where the local 
township endorsed or enlarged the grant-ontent its Kaittadi and niyoga are also 
noticeable. The Srimukham, Ninaippu and Kadaiyidu were also found in vogue but 
noticeable in every case. 


For example, a bunch of records from Idaikal! refer to the same set of transactions 
in the lOth year of Jat. Kulasekhara. Similarly another set of grants refer to the setting 
up of a temple and grant for its maintenance made in the 21st year of jat. Kulasekhara- 
I (AD 1211) also from Idaikal? 


Some more examples are the following : 


Tirukostiyur* 


Tirukostiyur* Jat. Sri Vallabha 

Salaigramam* Mar. Sundara I (14) 

Sermadevi? | Pandya - (9+1) 
Ruler Not available 
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Tirukalakkudi® Name of ruler not available llth year 
Tirukalakkudi’ 

Tiruppattur® 

Piranmalai’ Ruler not available-34th year 22nd day 
Gangaikondan” Mar. Sundara II 

Attar" 

Sugantalai" Not available 


The last two state that on the grant by the King his subordinate officers 
(Sirukkankalai) were asked to show the orders received. (Podakkattacconnom) 


Based on the evidence set out above which is typical, it will be possible to interpret 
the specific denotation of these terms used as forms of procedure for royal grants, 
their implementation and conceyance to the Township or the beneficiary. The second 
significance of the bunch of records lies in dating the inscriptions. The name of the 
ruler and the regnal year are available in the inscription conveying the grant. The 
ulvari or other communications may only be expressed as a command beginning with 
"Konerinmaikondan'' or ‘‘Tiruvaykelvikku mel" and in some later day documents as 
** Arulicceyal''. (The command by the grace of the King). 


The typical instances cited are examined below from the procedural point of 
view which is the theme of this annexure. 


The Pandyan King Jat. Kulasekhara in the 10th year (AD 1200) was in this bedstead 
called Malavarayan in the bed-chamber in the palace at Tirunelveli in Kilavembu 
Nadu. On the supplication of the Sri Vaisnavas and the prinsis of Sri Jeyatonga Vinnagar 
alvar temple at Idaikal in Rajaraja Cm he ordered that 4% ma of land and another 
parcel 2% mā in extent in all 7 ma be granted as Karanmai Devadanam. This constituted 
the Tiruvaykelvi or "kel" H 


A letter was issued conveying the oral command and also an extract of the revenue 
account (ulvari) which listed out the taxes remitted on the Devadana grant. In the 
present transaction the following taxes were remitted. Kadamai and Antarayam payable 
in Accu. Karyavaraichi (Court fee), services like Verti ppattam (a contract fee for labour 
services due). Pafijupili (the fluff of cotton) Sandivigrahapperu (levies for war and 
peace) U lundankudi (fee payable by the cultivating tenant. Padikaval. (Watch and Ward 
levy). Arisittundam (unclear, a levy for dehusking paddy), tanapperu, Ponvari (cash 
levy or levy for minting), the tax payable on the residential site occupied by the 
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temple, the tax on oil mill, the tax looms and the tax on goldsmith or stonemason 
(artisans) and the lease thereof. This also was part of the royal Secretariat Order." 


It was conveyed with a letter (Tirumukham or Srimukham) from the royal 
Secretariat to the Township Organisation. (the Mahasabha of Rajaraja Cm) On receipt, 
they separated the extent so granted, so that it could be treated as a revenue unit 
and taxes remitted and gave a written agreement (Kaittadi)" . 


They also remitted the distributed levies for Tiruvidaiyattam Md (ie. lands 
endowed for Visnu Temple) such as Karpuravilai, Varaphalam, Iñ jiruppuvari, 
Küraipuguvan, ecco ru, V ariccoru and additional collections. This written agreement was 
attested by as many as D Brahmin landholders representing the Mahasabha. A 
Tentirupperai record uses the term ''Kaiyidu'' of the royal officials and of the 
Mahasabha (Raj Kulottunga I - 30th year) 


A second set of records relating to a similar grant is dated in the 2lst year of 
Jat Kulasékhara I (AD 1221) half veli of land was granted to the Visnu temple at 
Vadatalaikkalam (Idaikal), the eastern hamlet of Rajaraja Cm with Karanmai, miyatci 
and the tax proceeds of antarayam included. This oral order was conveyed by (an 
epistle) Olai and was implemented through the Ulvari (the extract of the village account 
where the tenurial mutation was effected.) 


The royal order was conveyed through a letter from Malavarayan at whose instance 
the request of the Vaisnava residents and priests and the temple executives was granted. 
This was the “Õlai”. **Srimukham" or “Tirumukham’’. the royal command conveyed 
on the epistleJ8 


The revenue account extract (ulvari) incorporating the mutation was signed by 
anumber of officials (Puravuvari Tinai Kalattar), and superintendents (nayagam) among 
others.” 


The grant was to a temple Alagapperumal) Vinnagar set up by Tirukkudandai 
Alagiya Tirumalirunjolai Narayanan alias Tinnancolai Tadan.? 


The term *'Tadan" is the Tadbhava of ‘‘Dasan’’ and may be the Vaisnavite name 
if he was a Brahmin, given at the time of his Samasrayana when he was accepted 
by an Acharya. Alternatively it may be a ‘‘Sattada Vaisnava, a Vaisnava non-Brahmin. 


E E of ne gave a letter to the temple executive Sri 
free Dévadána which was purchased from the Nagarattar of Aruviyur, (Srivallabha- 
puram) in terms of the royal epistle (Tirumukham) the oral command (Tiruvaykelvi) 
and the extract of the mutation in the Land Register by the Revenue Officials 
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(Puravariyar elutuitta ulvari) and the final proceedings (Kadai du) of the jtvitani 
holder of the tract Kalavali nadalvar. 


This was ordered to be engraved, detailing the taxes remitted, but specifying the 
land dues at 3 kalams, Timi, Padakku per ma, and Antarayam meni VA Tiraman to 
be delivered at the temple. This was engraved in the temple walls according to the 
royal order. This inscription introduces us to another part of the proceedings kadai 
idu of the Jivitam holder who held the tract” 


Mar. Sundara Pandya I in his 14th year (AD 1230) granted lands tax free in 
which the deity at Salaigramam had already enjoyed occupancy rights. He ordered 
his grant to be corveyed in a command letter (Olai) enclosing an extract from the 
revenus accounts signed by the revenue officials numbering over 25, most of whom 
were superintendents of the revenue from occupied holdings.* besides some Araiyar 
Chieftains. This showed the Pandyan bureaucracy and hierarchy were no less extensive 
than that of the Colas.” 


The same detailed procedure of. royal letter and the oral order reduced and attested 
in writing and an ulvari by the revenue officials and Kadaiytdu is also illustrated 
by a grant of Mar. Sundara II to the temple at Gangai Kondan." 


A Pandyan inscription from Sermàdevi (rulers name N.A.) reveals the loss of 
the original grant deed of the temple in the 13 + 5 year (18th) of Jat. Kulasekhara 
in the month of Margali and accordingly a memorandum (Nirai ppuy? was issued which 
itself was serve the purpose of the Ulvari. It was attested by a number of Superintendents 
of the Puravari Tinaikkalam (Revenue registry). This enabled the temple to realise 
133 Dramam, 6 Makkani from the llth year. The Memorandum issued as the authorisation 
for the tax-yield in place of the earlier title deeds which were lost. They were also 
ordered to be written again and given and till such time the Memorandum "Noa ppu ” 
issued 26 was itself to serve as the document of title. This was again attested by as 
many as twenty officials. This order was also endorsed to the King's registry (Nam 
pattiram pidipparkkuruY! who had enjoyed the lands as Jivitam earlier but since 
transferred as Dévadina iraiyili. The same form of “Ninai ppu” or memorandum occurs 
in an inscription from Tiruppattur.? 


A grant made to Tirukkalakkudi temple was also ordered" and conveyed from 
Gangaikondapatnam where the King was camping in the form of a memorandum 
(Ninai ppu)? 
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A similar communication of grant was conveyed in the form of Ninaippu at 
Giriyambalpuram? When the ruler was camping at Keralaviratavalam he issued a 
memorandum granting some tax proceeds to the Piranmalai temple in his 34th year.* 
This was in pursuance of the royal epistle ordered on the same day? 


The term also occurs in an inscription of Mar. Sundara I from Kannanur.* 


The deity at Tirukkalakkudi got on sale lands from the Maravar of Velangudi 
in Püngunra Nadu. The King on the recommendation of? Malavarayan granted the 
tax-proceeds of Antarayam, viniyogam, Velikkasu, Ponvari, Sirrayam and other levies 
to the deity. This was conveyed in his oral command followed by ulvari from the 
revenue officials. 


Two more terms deserve notice. In some inscriptions the king ordered that his 
command shall be carried out by his subordinate executives (Sirukankanikalai 
podakkáttac connom) attest and exhibit the grant? 


The term Niydga® or Mahaniyoga also occurs which means an order of decision 
conveyed. This occurs both in conveying the royal grants and by the Mahasabha 
conveying their decision to bear land levies themselves or the distributed levies they 
collect for the communal obligation. Mahaniyoga applies to a royal order or 
communication Niyoga to that of the Sabha or Mahasabha” 


The evidence would bring out how set forms procedures involving the heirarcy 
and the attestation of the royal decision by several officials was in vogue which should 
be a safeguard against spurious or unauthorised or non-authentic grants. The Niyogas 
of the Mahdsabha also were attested by several Brahmin residents/occupants. They 
were written documents duly executed or endorsed or attested. The letter of endorsement 
of tax-remission was also attested by a number of the Urar and the Nattar. The common 
knowledge of the constituents coupled with the engraving on copper or stone of the 
remission orders or decisions conveyed through the heirarchy was a necessary public 
safeguard. Even the inscribing of the grants in the stone walls of the temple as explicitly 
ordered by the King än The royal authority and the bureaucracy which executed it 
or the community organisation responsible for implementing the decision or making 
supplemental grants spoke for the hold of the king and his officers in the kingdom. 


When earlier grant deeds were lost in any calamity (antarappattu) copies were 


reconstructed by the memorandum of the king or copies thereof were given from 
the archives.” 


203-1—13 


98 THe PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS — Part Il 

There are also reasons to surmise that the officials working under the king as 
his Uttara Mantri or as a minister were drawn from the same lineage (hereditarily) 
or family and at any rate from the same place. The place of nativity from which 
these officials hailed frequently mentioned are for example : 

I Anda Nadu (near Palani) Perumanalur 

(2) Milalaikkurram - Ponparri 

(3) Madurodaya Valanadu - Kanjai Irukkai Ulakkudi 

(4) Madurodaya Valanadu - Kodumalur 

(5 Sevvirukkai Nadu 

(6) Paganur Kurram 

(7 Malli Nadu - Tadankanni Sirrür 

(8 Kilavembu Nadu - Tacchanür 


(9) Kilavembu Nadu - Rajavillipuram (Mar. Sundara I and Mar. Sundara ID 


They were mostly drawn from Arantangi - Tiruvadanai Taluk, Palani, 
Srivilliputtur, Sivaganga, Paramakkudi, Mudukulattur (Ramanathapuram district), 
Solavandan Tk. (Madurai) and from Tirunelveli Tk. (Tirunelveli) Of course the 
individuals vary but the frequent occurrence of the officials from these places is well- 
attested. It would be an interesting aspect to investigate on a computer analysis the 
frewuency and the occurrence of these members of the same family or nativity adopting 
a chronological sequence. 
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FOOT NOTES : 


L 


(i) 506, 507, 508, 509, 510, 511 / 1916 
(i) 511 512, & 513 / 1916 
502, 503, 504, 505 / 1916 
283/1923 and 291 / 1923 
313-314-315 / 1949-50 
680, 682, 683, 684, 685 ; 1916 
7A, 72 / 1916 
92, 102 / 1916 
176 / 1936 
SIT VIII / 433, 435 
SII V / 734 
443 / 1930 
7/1916 
507 / 1916 
506 / 1916 
508 / 1916 
291 / 1941 
502 / 1916 
504 / 1916 
505 / 1916 
502 / 1916 
283 / 1923 
313 / 1949-50 
313-315 / 1949-50 
SH V / 734 
680, 682, 683 / 1916 
684 / 1916, 685, 687 / 1916 
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39. 


40. 


THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS -- Part Il 


Ibid 


176 / 1936 

72 ; 1016 

71 / 1916 

470 ! 1916 

SH VIII / 435 

Also SII VIII / 433 


PSI 250 - pl. see my PDK studies p. 208. 1 have changed my interpretation of the term 
" Ninaippu'" therein on further investigation. 


102 / 1916 

92 / 1916 

7/1916 Sugantalai Also 443 / 1930 in Attür for *'Sirukkankalai" please see (Tamil 
Lexicon Vol. III p. 1457; Divyaprabhandam-Periyalvar Tirumoli l, 4, 7) 


402 / 1916 (Pl. see p. VI of appendix in “Rajendra Vinnagar’’) 
SII XIV 146 *Niyóga" of Mahasabha 39A SII V - 430 
679 / 1916 Sermadévi 684, 685, 687/1916 - Sermüdevi 


HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 101 
CHAPTER IV 
LAND DEVELOPMENT AND TENURES 
Land grants, endowments and Sales 


The royal grants to temples and the Brahmins could be either the land-dues payble 
or land itself, if it not already occupied or both. They were both incentives for land 
development and had positive economic effect. Even when such land-dues were remitted, 
the king usually reserved some part of the dues like Antarayam or Silvari or other 
requirements of services needed. Hence, we notice that Devadana and Brahmadeya lands 
too were sometimes levied land-demands. Also when the grants were made to the 
institutions the service obligations went with the grant and had to be rendered to 
the institution. The king’s land-dues could be remitted only by him or by the chieftains. 
Where there was a change of tenure, the grantees could vary the term of the holding. 
Having regard to the hold of the custom it should have been only marginal and 
occasional and in harmony with the land-demands in the proximity. The force of 
"longue duree" of levies throughout the period was well-evidenced. 


The duty in the Devadana lands and the chieftains or other intermediaries could 
induct occupants of their choice into unoccupied lands. This was explicitly stated in 
some cases where reclamation of lands or rehabilitation of deserted villages or habitats 
were undertaken. 


Similar induction of occupants could be done by the community in unoccupied 
waste or lands reverted to the community and held collectively by them. In these 
cases the community itself bore the collective responsibility for the payment of the 
land-dues services Hence the continuous activity to convert the collective holdings 
of the community into individual holdings when the sales were concluded the prior 
encumbrances like usufructory mortgages of the land or subsisting interests were settled 
and determined! If the purchaser donated the lands to a temple or for a charitable 
purpose, the Urar collected the land price and also the capitalised amount the interest 
on which was adequate to pay the land-dues obligations which the township took over. 
Strangely, the land price per sey was only  Kasu but the capital-deposit for the 
land-dues was 5 times that, 2% Kasu? This pattern is borne out elsewhere as in 
Pudukkottai? The cases cited were sales by Urar or agricultural townships. 


This has three implications: First, the land-dues payable to the king could not 
be renitted except by him or his chieftains in certain cases. Secondly, it was open 
to the township community to collectively undertake to pay such dues. Thirdly, they 
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could, collect a cash deposit from the vendee or the beneficiary and from out of 
the proceeds pay the land dues. 


There was an alternative method. The vendee could pay Karpura vilai and once 
and for all determine the payment of land dues. This could be paid to the king against 
prospective reclamation of land; It could also be claimed by the chieftain as the Kalvayil 
Nadalvan collected it in a sale of /raiyili Karanmai? In a sale in Colapuram 1000 
panams were collected from a purchaser, an annual levy of 100 panams was payable 
to the temple as immutable levy’ In this case the Karpura vilai was 10 times the 
annual payment to the temple which could be presumably equal to the land levy 
payable by adjacent lands’ 


A peculier case is recorded in Sivapuri. In A.D. 1271 (Mar. Kulasekhara I) the 
Mahéévaras received Karpira vilai of 70 panam and utilised it for redeeming a 
mortgage on land purchased as Tirunamattu Kani already by paying 50 panam and 
the balance of 20 panam were utilised for the renovation of the temple* Here the 
Kar püra vilai was paid to the Mahesvaras and not to the king or the chieftain. Perhaps, 
this implied that the purchaser who endowed the lands need not pay the land-dues 
but the Maheévaras had taken the liability in return for the payment of Karpura 
vilai. It is not known if the Mahésvaras made over that amount to the king or his 
officers. 


In some sales by the Urar or the Brahmadeya Sabhaiyar, the Karanmai Kudigal 
also join as vendors. Evidently in such cases the principal occupant had inducted 
cultivating tenants whose rights too had to be determined by a share of the saleprice 
due to them. The Kdranmai tenants were perhaps a distinct entity? and had interests 
exclusive of the Brahmadéya or the Urar or other principal occupants. This form of 
sale occurs particularly in Arrur which was a multiple-township, a Brahmadeya an 
Ur and perhaps soldiery. (Partvaram) 


Two other peculiar cases are noticed. The queen of Jat Kulasekhara had a 
usufructory mortgage on land which figured as a boundary of the half protion of 
land sold by the Nagarattar (in Tirunelveli)" In another case in Madurai the queen 
Ulaga Mulududaiyal purchased and gifted a land for matha.” Perhaps these were private 
gifts or charities from the queen's own funds. 


The Nagara, the Brahmadeya and Nattar also could gift sell or induct an occupant 
in unoccupied lands in their respective townships. They could also remit the land- 
obligations due to their respective entities like Sabhaviniyogam or distributed levies 
among the Brahmadéya holders imposed by the Mahasabha. Such special levies were 
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made for a common purpose. The Mülaparudai Sabhà at Tiruppattür sold land remitting 
the taxes for 120 the Coftya Nar palankasu for going to Madurai to meet the king? 
The Mahasabha also undertook to remove any encubrances and hindrances to 
enjoyment" If they failed they were individually and collectively to pay a fine of 
3 Kalanju and 50 Kalañju respectively. Thus the character of the Mahasabha Was 
not corporate but collective. Also the collective fine was 10 times that on the individual? 


The Mahasabha also agreed while making the sale that the Taram or assessment- 
classification for the land sold remain constant at the same Taram as it was sold. 
They showed a concession if there was deficit supply in irrigation to any field.” 


The Brahmins themselves had acquired lands either by inheritance or by gift 
or by Guruparampariyam" (as the fee for the preceptor) An inscription from 
Perungarunai (Mudukulattür taluk) is intriguing. It stated that till the llth year of 
a ruler Vira Pandya the lands were enjoyed in "Catuskam" (jointly or collectively 
without the shares being divided) and as this was not favoured (Gouravamillada Padiyale) 
they decided in the 14th year to divide the common into shares.” If this interpretation 
is correct, it brings out how collective enjoyment was not a favoured form of holding 
and individually divided enjoyment was at a premium. 


The Nattar, being the collective holders of the larger geographical area comprising 
several and varied types of townships also sold lands. They could remit the distributed 
levies they themselves imposed or undertake to bear the levies collectively or among 
the townships comprised in the Nadu. 


An inscription of Pandya Kulasekhara (34th year) stated that the temple of 
Vadaperungoiludaiyar and Sudikkoduthanacciyar at Srivilliputtür and its auspicious gate 
precincts were under the protection of Elarainattár, Viravalanattar, Pünganattar, 
Seykudinattar, Irurijonattar Venbaikkudinattar, Karunilakkudinattar and the three agattar 
therein.” Perhaps, this was a later Pandya inscription but is typical. The following 
are instances of grants by the Notär, 
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By whom granted 


Grant by Colapandya 
Valanattu Nattar 


Ref. and date Name of place 


SH XIV / 233, 234 
Jat. Srivallabha (13) 


Tirukostiyur 


Ponnamaravati Nattar 


105 / 1916 Tirukkalakkudi 


Jat. Sundara 


Kananattar 


106 / 1916 Tirukkalakkudi 
Mar. Kulasekhara I 


(44) 


285 / 1923 Tirukostiyur Nau viniyogam 
Jat. Srivallabha 3 panam 
162 / 1936 Mahibalanpatti PungunraNattur 
Jat. Sundara | 
146, 147, 150 / 1936 | Pillaiyarpatti Adalaiyur 
Mar Kulasekhara (18) Kéralasingavalanadu 
Kalvayilnadu 


Kilkundarru Nattar 


Nattar remit 


2] 25, 27, 29, / 1926 
nattuvari 


Ilayathakudi 
146 / 1936 

Mar. Kulasekhara Nattar declare Matha 
lands endowed as 
Iraiyili 


Pillaiyarpatti 


257 / 1977-78 


Kulasekhara Poygaikkadu Nattar grant to the 
temple 
35 / 1909 _ 
Kulottunga Í Kunnakkudi A number of Urar 


grant remission from 
the holdings in their 
respective Townships 
though the Nattar as 
such do not figure 
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Similar instances are noticed in Tirunelveli 


Ref. and date Name of place By whom granted 


413 / 1906, 411 Sivalapperi Nattar of Murappa 
Rajaraja I (28) Nadu 
AD. 1013 


Nattar agree to bear 
taxes on land sold by 
Brahmins 


525 / 1958-59 
Jat. Kulasekhara 
(13+12) 


Alvartirunagari 


Nattar undertake similar 
obligation 


370 / 1959-60 Seydunga Nallür 


Mar. Sundara 
Attar The Nattar of 
Kudanadu sell land for 
celebrating Sivaratri a 
festival 


466, 462 / 1930 
Mar. Kulasekhara 


(5) 


458, 459 / 1930 Aitür 
45] / 1930 Attür 
Also SE VII / 178 | Kalaiyarkoil 


Jat. Sundara (10) 


The procedure for such exclusion of demand and remission of the distributed 
levies are brought by the two instances in Attur. 


Gurukulattaraiyan had instituted a festival in the month of Avani for which 
he endowed a purchased land.” Out of the parcels 2 ma were set apart for a dancing 
girl for performing a dance-drama (Tirunataka-K uttadum. Kani)” The Nattar having 
received a cash deposit resolved that the Urar of Arrur who collected 29 Kasu (from 
their holdings) need not pay the distributed levies on the lands endowed by 
Gurukalattaraiyan which the Nattar agreed to pay and remit from the Nattar Ur levies. 
In the demand for distributed levies from the month of Adi the 29 Kasu shall be 
deducted and the balance of the levies shall be distributed and levied24 The Nattar 
also made mutations of registry in the Olugu where lands were rendered as I! ratylli, 
deducted the amount from the total demand and gave a niyoga as a title deed for 
the remitted taxes.> 
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The above instances are collective sales by the Urar, the Nagarattar, the 
Mahasabha of Brahmadeya villages and the Nattar. Some noteworthy sales or purchases 
by individuals may new be noticed which throw light on the content, the procedure 
and the peculiarities of the transactions. In fact, the volume of such individual 
transactions, if not far larger is equally large. Hence the contradistinction between 
collective holdings of the community and individual holdings should be used with 
caution and the former did not outstrip the latter. The sense of individual holding 
was also far too strong to be ignored. 


We may now note typical cases of individual grants benefactions and endowments. 


In Attür in A.D. 1007 (Rajaraja I - 22) an occupant converted himself into an 
occupant tenant and converted his land into Devadana himself undertaking to give 
4 nali of paddy per crop. The obligation of paying the land-dues remained with him.” 


A minister of Kulottunga I (Jayadhara) Manavatara by name gifted a gold aureole 
and money for lamps in the Somanatha temple of Attur.” 


In the 32nd year (A.D. 1102) of Kulottunga, Nambi-Vitankan alias Kulottunga 
Cola Tayilar Periyan of Seyamangalam constructed the first and second tiers of the 
Mandapa of the temple at Sivapuri.? 


Sometimes the addition of the Prakara walls or other improvements were done, 
collecting a distributed contribution. A lady paid Kasu 12 for her share (Visam) for 
erecting the surrounding wall in the Kailasamudaiyar temple at Sermadevi.? 


The Tiruvali$varam temple was situated on the banks of Ghatana river. But 
provision was made to provide water to be brought from Tamraparani a few kilometres 
away for bathing the God on sundays.” 


A merchant of Kulasekharapattinam alias Arviyur set up an image of Subramanya 
and his consorts and deposited 200 panam with the temple treasury for food offerings 
and services." 


In A.D. 1296, Sundara Pandya Brahmadirajan of: Tiruvellarai set up the image 
of Manikkavasagar at Seyadunganallur-* 


A chieftain from Ràjavillipuram, Oruvarunarndan Tamil Pallavarayan had made 
extensive endowments in Tirukkalakkudi? in Tiruvedagam* where he set up a matam 
and endowed some jivitam to Madurai Minakshi Temple.^ He was a contemporary 
of Mar. Sundara I and had taken part in his campaigns and of Mar. Sundara II (AD.) 
1230-1250) 
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In Tiruvadavür itself, a Dasi Kulaiñjal Accan alias Alalasundari nangai, one of 
the Dasis of the temple rendered various services including the setting up of the images 
of Chandrasékhara and Gowri done through her husband Bhattan Devan alias 
Tennagangadévan. She was granted certain honours in recognition by the deity 


The basement of the temple at Kulasekharapgtnam was caused to be constructed 
by Periyan Cokkaküuttan and Sea velvidaiccanmugapperumal.” 


A spring well was contructed by Tamiladarayan as charity in Malayadi Kuricci 
in AD. 1814” 


Even a donor from distant Kashmir purchased land 1 ma in extent and the yield 
of 3 Kalams there from was to be utilised for the services in Alagar temple.” A 
much earlier grant by a Kashmiri couple to the temple at Sermadevi may be recalled.” 


Sometimes the endowment was to secure merit for the dead. Purisandi is stated 
to have entered fire in self-immolation. Tennavan Murappanadu Kilavan made a land 
grant to the temple at Seydunganallür himself and his desendants a to pay taxes due 
on the land endowed.” Lands for the merit of the deceased or funerary cermonies 
(Pukaipokki) were endowed in Iévarappatti (Tirumangalam)? and in Sankarankoil? A 
grant of Kani land by aVélar at Akkasalai was for *'Sivalokapraptam"' ie, for funerary 
rights 


The land gift was sometimes on an auspicious occasion. Vanduvaraipperumal made 
such gift on the birth of his son himself undertaking to pay the taxes on the land 
to Tiruppulisvaramudaiyar at Seydunganallir in A.D. 1230 in the reign of 
Mar. Sundara Li 


A peculiar practice was for the chieftains to acquire lands in binami transactions 
(anniya-namattal) and not in their own names. They were ensowed for services to 
Tirunelveli deity.” These were purchased by Ilaiyalvar Kalingarayar from the occupants. 
Similarly a chieftain of the same name purchased land in the name of one Narayana 
Bhattan and made it his own for maintaining a well constructed by him for a water 
shed at Ulagudaimukkokilanadigal Cm (Udayaneri).” Perhaps this was to evade the 
ban on sale of Brahmadéya or special tenure lands. But this explanations does not 
fit in as numerous such sales are noticed in Pandyan times. The fear seems to have 
lurked that if lands were purchased in their own names by chieftains they were liable 
to be resumed or regranted. Alternatively as they might not be residents, it was 
considered expedient to buy in a permanent resident’s name who could also maintain 
the purpose of the grant. 
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In passing, it may be noted that ihe lands sales by Siva temples were always 
executed in the name of Candikesvara as Candikésvarapperuvilai Candesvara represented 
Siva as his adi-dasa. Prof. Sastri has added. ‘The corresponding term if any for describing 
sales by Visnu temple does not seem to appear anywhere." The sales by Visnu temples 
or to Visnu temples were executed in the name of Senapati as ‘Senapati-peruvilat’’, 
Senapati being Visvaksena who is the majordoma of the Visnu tempie and its properties. 
The inscription states Sénapati Alvar Tirunamattukku and the lands was purchased 
as Karanmai lraiyili for the Tirunàràyanavinnagar Alvar at Sugantalai." 


Land disputes had occasionally arisen. The land disputed by three townships in 
Kurumarainadu, a Bralimadeya, a Nagara and the Ur and how it was resolved by 
ali of them agreeing to endow the lands to the newly set up shrine of Kulasekhara 
at Rajendravinnagar has been recounted elsewhere. This was in A.D. 1209 in the reign 
of Jat. Kulasekhara. 


About the same time (A.D. 1203) there was a private land dispute. Mangaiyarkkarasi 
the wife of the chief of Vadakalavalinadu (Alagamanagari in Sivaganga Taluk) had 
set up the deity Aludaiya Pillaiyar in A.D. 1193. She endowed with the approval of 
the chieftain the lands in Tirugiianasambandanallur, to the north of Nallur. Ten years 
later, when the donor set up the 'Sülakkal', the emblem of lands endowed to Siva 
temple two residents of Namanur Porsendan Nannan, Kanban Nannan objected claiming 
the land to be their holdings. The dispute was resolved by the chieftains wife paying 
the price of the land. The grant to the deity of Tirugrianasambandanallür as Murruttu 
Devadana was also endowed and confirmed by the objectors. 


In S 1266 (AD. 1344) it was found the temple lands at Radhanur were 
misappropriated. They were reclaimed, and restored for the renovation of the temple.” 


In Tirukkalakkudi (A.D. 1501) due to the troubled times when the Kannada 
conquerers had caused hardship Velangudi Maravas desired to sell their lands which 
they had acquired from the Urar. When the lands were brought in public auction, 
the temple authorities of Tirukkalakkudi claimed the lands to be Tirunàmattukkari 
and showed an inscription in support. But the Marava vendors claimed that for long 
they had been in enjoyment and paid taxes and they had documentary evidence to 
cite. [t was decided that such long time occupants could not be dispossessed and the 
temple agreed to pay the price for the land. The Marava vendors agrecd to bear the 
tax-dues and services? 


In another public sale of land brought about by mistake of fact the sale cancelled 
and the lands restored.“ In a case where prior enjoyment had been overlooked lands 
in exchange had to be given? 
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When lands were granted involving boundaries of several ad joining villages, the 
superintendents of Revenue, and accountants of the villages concerned showed and 
settled the boundaries of the grant-village or lands” 


The sense of equity, and respect for established en joyment and possession and 
a spirit of compromise to resolve disputes are well-evidenced by the cases cited. These 
cases were directly resolved or composed by the af fected parties without any interference 
or imposition by others. 


Land reclamation activity 


The need was felt for repetitive capital outlays for reclamation of land. This 
was specially the case in rainfed tracts and dry uplands. Instances could be cited from 
Nanguneri taluk, at the southern extremity in Kottai Karungulam" where lands to 
be reclaimed were granted as Dévadana in A.D. 1204. It was most conspicious in the 
rainfed uplands of Ramanathapuram dt. and to a lesser extent in Madurai dt. Specific 
instances are examined below ` 


In the reign of Jat. Kulasekhara lands in Tiruvunnáligainallur were endowed to 
the deity at Tirupparankunram. But they remained fallow without any yield. Hence 
the Sri Rudra Mahésvaras of the temple sold the land in AD. 1221 (Sth year of Mar. 
Sundara I, the next ruler) to two goldsmiths? The deity Sundarésvarar at Madurai 
inducted an occupant in two ayacuts Serumaneri which was from the date of the grant 
lying waste as the sluice and the tank were damaged and another Alattur too was 
similarly lying waste without cultivation. An immutable levy of 4 Accu was determined 
to be paid by the occupant.” The temple authorities of Tiruvadavur found a Devadana 
land was lying waste, as the tank had breached and the temple could not realise the 
cash levies. Hence, they inducted an occupant into possession and fixed per ma 4 kalam 
1 tūni 1 padakku as grain-leavy and mukkani mundirigai of 5 meni Dramam as antarayam. 
This was in A.D. 12789 In fact repeatedly the Tiruvadavur temple authorities complained 
of such breaches in the tank and lands lying waste? 


Lands in the dry rained areas of Ramanathapuram Dt were even more liable 
to be laid waste for lack of water or due to the tanks having breached under severe 
cyclonic storms or heavy rains. Re-clamation activity was even more intense in this 
tract. 


_ In AD. 1208 as ordered by the king, the Mahasabha of Sri Parantaka Cm in 
Arinadu granted Gramaninallur, as a Dasar serving the Tiruttangal temple had brought 
a royal epistle. The Dasar had to excavate a tank named Ninranarayanappereri and 
had to reclaim the land lay field bunds and exacavate canals as per the gradient and 
cultivate the lands. The mahasabha undertook to bear the land-dues thereon.” The king 
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himself, in the very next year as advised by the royal preceptor remitted the taxes 
for the apparel expenses of the deity. 


In troubled times when the chieftains took possession of the townships they 
interfered even with the enjoyment of Dēvadāna lands. The western hamlet of 
Tiruttangal was purchased from the Brahmins by the Urar of Tenvettipparrur in 
Tirumallinadu who made over the lands on usufructory mortgage to the chieftain 
Amariladévan who took over the Nadu. He enjoyed the lands without paying any 
land-dues to the temple. Later some purchasers including Viracóla devan of Kappalur 
purchased the lands from the Maravar who possessed the lands and the king ordered 
that land-dues shall from the date of the purchase be paid again to the temple. 


It is understandable that under the circumstances, it was necessary to provide 
incentives even for reclaiming Devadana lands. Sadaiyan Kuricci and other lands 
endowed for the Kitchen services were without occupants and laid waste and for 
inducting occupants it was ordered that those chieftains and other king'smen who took 
over the Nadu shall not cause any hindrance to the enjoyment of the temple lands 
and cause yield-lesses 


Suülàmaninallür was granted by the Brahmins of Mangalam to the Visnu temple 
of Mudikkarai, Udarapriya vinnagar emberuman. From the time of the grant it was 
waste and the tank was overgrown with shrub. As none could reclaim it, the temple 
authorities decided to grant occupancy to the Brahmins again and get cash for the 
renovation works of the temple. 


Some of the Agraharas also get depopulated, one such was Virapandya Cm (in 
Tenvallattirukkainadu). The old residents had migrated to other mandalas. They were 
invited and the grant was renewed with 40 shares of 6 mā each (198 cents) with 
housesites*" 


Private deposits of cash were invested in the renovation of ponds and shall tanks 
as at Tirukostryur.? Similar cases are noticed at Sakkottai® and at Urijanar.? In Velangudi, 
the temple authorities sold long waste lands for 120 panams and at a fixed damand 
of 55 Kuligaippanam.” 


Tirukkalakkudi was persistently facing the land reclamation problems. The temple 
lands needed capital investment and frequent sales were hence noticed. In the [Sth 
year of Mar. Sundara the temple lands were sold for reclamation for 400 Kuligat 
panam. In this case the vendee was permitted to club two tanks into one” so that 
the capacity may be augmented. Another ayacut was sold in public auction by the 
Velangudi Urar Such reclamition activity had been repeatedly undertaken even as 
late as Š 1464 (A.D. 1542) Lands granted for Adhyana service even were not reclaimable 
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and yielded no revenue and hence the lands granted had to be exchanged by purchasing 
lands elsewhere"These were largely due to the vagaries of nature and natural calamities. 


In all such sales for reclamation, the sale-price for the lands should have been 
at a discount. For one thing they were unyielding. For another they required capital 
investment on the part of the vendee/donor. 


The land-levy by way of Kadamai obligation was also concessional. Usually it 
was a fixed or immutable levy - Vadakkadamai. In the land sold for reclamation 
by the deity of Madurai it was 4 accu.” In Vélangudi it was again a fixed assessment 
of 45 panams per year. In Tirukkalakkudi it was 5 Rasi panam for Pisanam, and graded 
levies. for summer crop, and dry crop. It was provided that till the reclamation of 
the tank only % of the levy shall be collected in the first year, 7 in the second, 
y, in the third and full rates shall be leviable only from the 4th year" Even in 
the late case of the 1542 only a fixed lease (Ortu) demand of 10 panam and 120 K alams 
of paddy was fixed.” 


Thus, the concession was in the form of a fixed levy. The additional yield could 
be appropriated over a period of time by the occupant-vendee. Alternatively an increment 
remission spread over four years was granted which could be sufficient incentive for 
capital investments involved. 


Land tenures, sub-tenures and tenurial changes 


The framework : The medieval land tenurial structure was complex. Land was 
not merely a factor of production. Its produce was also a means of recompensing services 
and to that extent was a medium of exchange. Also it was a fixed asset and was 
preferred for investment for endowments” Multiplicity of interests was fastened on 
the land and there was, to that extent, a plurality of obligations. 


Possession and enjoyment (Parru) were the actual and essential ingredients of 
holding. The idea of ‘ownership’? was somewhat alien to the medieval tenurial structure 
more so because of the multiplicity of interests and the plurality of obligation fastended 
on land. Even only change the occupancy and convert the tenure of the land. 


The forms of holding, then, were the crucial factor in land enjoyment and 
cultivation. There was broadly a three tier system discernable. 


The king had his dues (Kadamai) which were the first charge on the occupant- 
holder. To this should be added minor cash levies (Sillirai) like Antarayam and services 
like Vasalkar yam, Tiruelucci Kudimai, at the palace gate, or when the king was on 
tour. 
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Under the king, were the holdings of the community. being collective holdings 


(Ur podu, Sabhapodu) for which the township as a whole had the obligation to pay 
the land-dues.? 


> 
There were the alienees, the temple or the Brahmadeya holders who were 
essentially, intermediaries. They too had to pay a stipulated levy or share as land- 
dues to the king though they were usually rid of the services. These services that 
could be demand of the cultivaters were transferred to the occupant intermediary, the 
temple or the Brahmin holders. 


A second species of the intermediary were the '*J'rvitami" holders, being chieftains 
who had been assigned the lands but subject to a levy of land-dues and doing service, 
especially military service in times of need to the king, 


The service holders in the township for teaching (ad/iyayana), for reciting Puranas, 
washermen or smithies were also holding lands on condition of doing the service. 
They were estates upon condition. These service holdings could be either granted by 
the king ot instituted by the chieftains and / or the other intermediaries. They were 
also subsistence (/ivitam) grants, and some of them could be actual cultivators. 


The direct occupants under the king should have constituted the larges in spread 
and number (Vellanvagat). But they need not necessarily be cultivators and etc. that 
extent were only rentiers or intermediaries. They could cultivate the land themselves 
or cause it to be cultivated by others. 


This brings us to the last category of the holders - the cultivating tenancy. The 
manner in which they held the cultivating rights were varied. It could be in a fixed 
obligation which was immutable (Vadakkadan) or it could be as a sharing basis (Varam) 
the exact quantum of share varying from case to case or area or even crop to crop, 
depending on the nature of the land, whether fully established for cultivation or whether 
to be reclaimed. The third manner of holding was on pattam (or lease) in which the 
cuitivating tenant had the obligation to pay a fixed share as lease-rentil. 


This framework, broadly categories the land occupancy and the cultivating holders 
as a pattern. There could be a mix, of interests. They are the more complicated by 
the transfer by sale or gift or usufructory mortgage of the transferror's interest in 
land. Generally, all interests hold are found to be transferable, inheritable or could 
be donated. Exceptions however, are the service-holders obliged and tied to the render 
services to the temple or the community. Acquisition of interests and conversion of 
tenures were common for eg. a Brahmadeya land can be purchased and converted 
into Vellanvagai and vice-versa." 
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The jivitam holders (including service holders) were changeable and their lands 
resumable. Even Dévadana and Brahmadéya lands were resumed, sometimes and 
regranted to the same or other beneficiaries. Changes of jivitam holders or their 
conversion to Devadana or Brahmadéya tenure were more frequent 


This framework serves two purposes - first to provide the background for the 
detailed study that follows; secondly, it helps to fix the transactions in the proper 
perspective and context. 


We may now notice specific instances of transfer of tenure and the obligations 
they carried with them. 


In the 20th year of Jat. Srivallabha (A.D. 1110) an extent of 12 ma was declassified 
as Brahmadeya and converted into Devadana for the Erichaudaiyar (Tiruppottudaiyana yanar) 
temple at Ambasamudram. The lands lay inside the temple premises and to the west 
and thereof. To the south the river Tambraparani flowed and there was no cultivable 
land. The document reveals that the Taram (the assessment-classification) register) was 
missing and hence the levy of 20% madai as for the adjoining lands as granted to 
the temple and the lands rendered taxfree. This was under a royal order? 


About the same time, the king had ordered the lands originally granted as Deévadana 
to a Visnu temple, Manaviravinnagar alvar be transferred as the dévadana of a Siva 
temple. Virapandyésvaramudaiyar temple as recommended by the prince, Sundara 
pandya. The land-dues including antaraya were remitted 


In Tiruvalisvaram (in A.D. 1034-35) 5 velis of Brahmad&ya lands were converted 
into Vellanvagai. The assessment fixed was that prevalent in the nadu 642 kalam 6 
kuruni etc. This demand was reduced from that fixed for Rajaraja Cm and a separate 


unit Sivacaraneévaranallür was formed for the festivals and feeding 25 Brahmins in 
Tiruvaliévaram temple“ and for reading Sivadharma. 


This was the case of concessional tenure lands being resumed and charged full 
assessment. The proceeds were appropriated for various services. The full assessment 
rates worked out to ever 1285 kalams per veli in paddy. In addition 35% and mukkani 
kasu and kátci erudu 5 kasu were payable in cash. 


In the 7th year of Jat. Srivallabha (A.D. 1097) this grant by the Cola-Pandya 
ruler was confirmed by the Pandya king, Srivallabha, on the terms settled by Umayammi 
and given as a kani to Manabharana Vaikunta Nadalvan® This was at once a 
confirmation of an earlier grant and a change in occupancy of the lands. But the 
purpose and content of the grant remained impaired. 


203-1~45 
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The 2 velis of land in Kallur granted by Jat. Sundara Cola Pandya in the same 
year (A.D. 1034)" to the temple at Sermàdevi was the very reverse being Vellanvagai 
land granted as Dévadana, so too were the 3 velis of land added to that grant.” The 
assessment on 3 velis was 32% kasu in cash and 567 kalams padakku, nali 4, for the 
veli. per veli 189 kalam and odd. This assessment is perceptibly higher than the Ghatana 
fed lands granted to the Tiruvalisvaram temple. 


In these cases the land occupancy remained with the holders inducted into 
possession. The grant was only of the obligations of the holding (Kanikkadan) to the 
temple. 


The king Jat. Kulasekhara I in his 3rd year (A.D. 1193-4) while being seated at 
Kottaru ordered on the request of the temple excutive of Tirunelveli that the holding 
of one Avaninarayana Brahmadirayan of Palam Sivalamangalam be resumed and 
granted to Perumalur Kolavamana Apatsahayam. This was to conduct a festival on 
the native asterisk of the king. This grantee had himself purchased lands from the 
Sabhaiyar, from out of his grant-land and the purchased one, he instituted another 
feed service on the Bharani asterisk in the month of Citrai The manner in which 
the earlier holder was compensated is not known. Perhaps he was granted a land in 
exchange. The motivation was strong, being one of celebrating the king's natal star. 


The setting up of an Agrahara in Melavembunadu had necessitated the shifting 
of the habitat of the Kaliganattar, and the Vellàla& A benefactor consolidated the 
Brahmadeya holdings? 


Even temple lands were resumed (Tirappu). The land-dues were regranted for 
a special festival on the native asterisk of Mar. Kulasékhara I (A.D. 1295-96) at 
Nanguneri.” 


The Devadana lands of Nalayirvinnagar alvar in Kallidaikuricci had only the 
Karanmat rights conveyed. The land-dues (Kadamai) and the levy on cultivating tenants 
(U ludankudi) had been enjoyed by one Sundarapandya Malavaraiyan. The grant to the 
temple was made complete by the transfer of these latter rights as well in the 4th 
year of king Kulasekhara. The Mahasabha of Rajaraja Cm conveyed it to the temple." 


A Konerinmai grant made at the instance of Mahabharanamangalattu Nambi 
enlarged the content of the grant. The deity at Viravindda Cm (that is Suttamalli) 
had 8 ma of land as Devadana iraiyili in the ayacut of Kudai kulam, the western 
hamlet of Ceranmadevi Cm. Determining the rights of the previous holders and the 
old demand (Palamperumudal) both kararmai and ou yatchi, uludankudi, Padikdval and 
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all other dues were granted as Devadana traiyili from the With year. In this case the 
Devadana grantee would be free to stipulate his own terms of land-dues, as it became 
the full occupant of the lands. This inscription is, perhaps, ascribable to the reign of 
Jat. Kulasekhara 1” 


The grants from the Vaigai belt showed how the land-yield was shared - the 
karanmai rights with the occupants, and the kadamai and lands-dues to the deity. On 
the occupants themselves transferring their Karanmai rights, the king granted the 
antarayam and other taxes as Devadana lraiyili. 


A family of 5 members (Kidasthar) of Colantaka Cm had set up a deity and 
a goddess and gifted and endowed their own lands 3% veli and ma in extent. Consequently 
the deity get transferred the Karanmai, and the miyatci rights. The king granted the 
Antarayam and other dues as for the Devadana tax-free lands? 


In a grant to the same temple at Tenkarai, Kandiyattevar had already purchased 
and retained the Karanmai rights. The Antarayam and Viniyoga (distributed lines) were 
granted by the king for the sandal and other paste offerings to the deity Similar 
cases of the occupant retaining the Karanmai rights and the deity being granted the 
land-dues or a fixed levy (Vadakkadan) were common. 


The jivitam lands were more or less enjoyment at pleasure of the king, They 
could be resumed and regranted to the temple or to a matha% 


Grants made variously were consolidated and the boundaries were defined and 
the list of grant-villages, embals and hamlets were recorded. Opportunity was taken 
to confirm the grants made by the subordinate chieftains or the king's relations.” 


The intermediary-grantees also could induct persons in residential habitats and 
make economic use of the unoccupied house-sites. The treasury officers of the Uttama 
Colavinnagar temple of Colapuram gave 24 house-sites for the weavers to reside and 
pursue their occupation. The weavers had to pay 10 panam per loom installed per month, 
as immutable assessment. They were at liberty to instal as many looms as they desired.” 


In the 18th year (A.D. 1108) the chieftain Tuvarapati Velàn created an Agrahara 
to accomodate 20 Brahmins who were to pay to the temple treasury one Diramam 
per ma of cultivated land in Sivapuri village.” 


Sometimes, even a Devadana village was resumed. Tiruttangal in Karunilakkudi 
nadu was such. Jat. Srivallabha in his 22nd year, 540th day (AD. 1112-13) regranted 
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the yield in cash and paddy by way of land-dues from the resumed village to the 
Visnu temple in the hills at Tiruttangal." 


Tiruttangal received special attention during the period of the resurgent Pandyas. 
Fvory ruler had made grants to the temple or consituted Brahmadeyas. In the reign 
o Jut. Kulagékhara 9th year (1199-1200) a Brahmadéya for 54 Brahmins was constituted 
cor iprising the Dévadana village Tiruppanaiyur, the resumed village of Porkudi Irungo 
Pacekkulam, Gunamangalam and Sendamangalam in Irunjonadu. They were made one 
una and named after the king, as Kulasekhara Cm. The grantees were assigned house 
sites Lear Panaiyur in Bhagaloka Kandanallur. The Vellanvagai tenure subsisting in 
these villages was determined orders implied that land-dues hitherto paid to the king 
were to be delivered to the Brahmin grantees. They could also admit to possession 
cultivators in the unoccupied but cultivable waste land". 


Many of the tank endowments however were rainfed and lands needed reclamation. 
The Sabhaiyar of Sriparantaka Cm in Arinadu had granted Karanmai rights to the 
temple in the eastern hamlet, Pulakikulam Gramaninallur renamed after the donor 
es Ninranarayanappereri. The Sabhaiyar assigned the Karanmai rights sop that the tank 
could be excavated, the jungle removed and the lands cultivated and the Kadamat 
antarayam and tax proceeds were to be utilised as Devadana I raiyili. This wish was 
expressed by the king's personal preceptor? (Svamidévan) and the king in the very 
next year, ordered accordingly. This grant had earlier been made by the Mahasabha 
in the {8th year of Jat. Kulasekhara themselves taking the obligation to pay the taxes. 


In the reign of Mar. Sundara L his minister, Gurukulattaraiyan, (Seran 
uyyaninraduvan of Tadanganni Sirrur (near Anaiyür) renovated the whole temple, added 
mandapas and instituted a Sandhi for the merit of the king and gave out of his holding 
the kadamai dues as grant. In grateful recognition of his benefactions he was honoured 
by a bugle being blown whenever he visited the temple and verses were composed 
in his name.“ 


Moreover, the Padmadaladévi Cm Mahasabhaiyar took on themselves the 
obligation to pay Kadamai, antarayam, Viniyogam, kar puravilai and all other tax dues 
on the 2 shares (Bhagas) one for a charitable purpose and another for a lamp service. 
This was in A.D. 1235 in the reign of Mar. Sundara UP 


Tiruttangal was very populous and prosperous, huming with activity during this 
period. It was no surprise that several land transaction had taken place and changes 
in tenure alongside reclamation activity. 


The example of the king was followed by the chieftains. The Adalaiyur Nadalvan 
granted levies in his holding to the Agastisvaramudaiyar in Arkadu (Nemam) in AD 1233,» 
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. A similar grant as Iratyili, 7/4 ma in extent was made by Alagapperumal Sokkan 
Anmaialagiyan Dvarapati Velan. Also lands abutting the temple for residential purposes 
were assigned the housesite tax and services due were assigned for a lamp service. 
(A.D. 1234-35)” 


Grant to a Jaina shrine Sonaka Samantappalli in Pavitramanikkapattinam, to its 
east was granted by Mar. Sundara II in Ambattur as Karanmai Kantyatchi, but the 
order carefully protected the existing grants already made which were to continue. 
This was in A.D. 1247/8 


In the uplands of Kunnakkudi,? Tirukkalak kudi,” Sakkottai,” Tirumalugandankottai,” 
Mudikkarai'? and in Colapuram" the shared interests in land were granted conforming 
to the pattern - karanmai, with perpetual occuppancy with saleable and inheritable and 
disposable rights to the occupant, (Kudininga Karanmai). The Kadamai and taxes were 
payable to the diety. In Aruppukkottai, the taxes were assigned to the diety and a 
Guhai (monastery) was assigned Karanmai on condition that the latter paid 3 kalams 
per malls 


The above are typical instance of the varieties of land tenures and tenurial changes. 
They bring out the details of the manner of occupancy changes and enjoyment. The 
basic principle was that any holder of a land or of an interest therein could own 
enjoy his manner of right subject only to the other obligations the land had borne. 
This created a plurality of obligations and not of mere rights. 


Jivitam 


The grantee or the assignee under the royal grant can also likewise make over 
or transfer the whole or part of the interest he holds to another. This is typically 
illustrated by the chieftain's grant for services or otherwise of which numerous instances 
occur in Adalaiyur and Kalavalinadu in Tiruppattur and Sivaganga tracts. It may be 
recalled that the whole of the Kéralasingavalanadu was divided into three nadus, 
Adalaiyur Nadu (North, north-east of Tiruppattur) Vadakalavali Nadu (Tirukostiyur 
and its surrounding tract), Tenkalavali Nadu, being the major part of Sivaganga tract. 
There was besides Kalvayil Nadu in the northern most part of Tiruppattur tract. These 
nadus were head by chieftains. (Nadalvan) who held the respective tracts as their jrvir ot 
Subject only to the payment of the Kadamui for the tract as a whole they were governi. 3 
on behalf of the king the respective tracts. It follows during times of war they ha? 
to muster and lead the reserve or conscripted urars from within their Nadus. 


These jtvitam holders practically exercised the same rights of collecting the land- 
dues from tlie occupants, and favourable or concessional dues from grantees like 
Brahmadeyas and Devadanas. 
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They could also assign waste or unoccupied lands, and sell or gift out of their 
own land-holdings. They collected Kay püuravilai from the occupants and wastes held 
by temples or grantees in lieu of the land assessment to determine its payment" They 
could also grant remissions for Devadana lands. 


In the 40th year of Raj. Kulottunga I (AD. 110) Adalaiyür Nadalvan granted 
remission of the principal land dues (irai) on Dévadana lands in the villages held 
by him as his jrvitam on the command area of Tenaru, ie. Sengani, Palavankudi. 
Puravuvarinallur, Siruvettavayal, Maniyattirai, Palaivayil and in other jivitam villages 
held by him." What he remitted was the share of his land dues due to him (on Opadi) 
and not the entire quantum. It incidentally clarifies that the Nadalvan was assigned 
a share of Irai, Kudimai, Puravu irai and antarayam and all other dues. He had for 
instance, the assigned right to collect taxes - Irai, Pulukuppili, Antarayam, Veliarisi 
etc and other Irai Kudimai from his share 3% ma. in Kunnakkudivasal/? as the other 
half had been donated already( A.D. 1187-88). 


In A.D. 1219-20 the Nadalvan seems to have sold land for an endowment, another 
such sale was in the 17th year 1232-233! 


The jivitam holder could also within his Nadu vary the rates of assessment and 
land-dues? 


There was a second category of jivitam lands - for services to be rendered to 
the community, or to the temple or sometimes to the chieftains. These were small 
parcels, and were either taxfree or were on concessional rates of levy. The service 
holder was a species of the occupant, subject only to the condition of rendering service. 
If he was incapacitated or died without a heir, or the service was discontinued or 
rendered unnecessary, the jivitam land could be resumed and regranted or be fully 
assessed. (Tirappu) 


The jivitam or V rtti could be endowed by the ruler, or by the chieftain or by 
the community, the Urar or Nagaram or the Mahasabha or by individuals. Examples 
are cited below : 
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Inscriptions Service Extent Donated by 
Tiruttangal ? Mahabharata vrtti IG mā and Donated by 2 
Mar. Sundara (5) and for reciting proportionate share ` Brahmins 

other Puranas of well water 
Tirukostiyur™ For reciting Old Devadana By the royal 
Sundara (1142) Tirumoli (of Iraiyili regranted. epistle. 
Tirumangai alvar) The encroachers of 


land were evicted. 


Tirukostiyur For expounding land purchased Individual 
Prabhakaram, the 
philosophical work 


In A.D. 1221 work Malava Cakravarti granted the Karanmai rights in the Devadana 
lands of Sannavanam to the Sivabrahmanas who had every one a share of the services 
to be rendered in 30 days rotation.” 


Inscriptions Service Donated by 
Srivilliputtur For temple watchman Deity’s grant 2 ma (66 
S 1395 AD. 1473 cents) in ll parcels. 


Besides food offerings 
and 1 panam and 1 
kottai paddy 
. Tiruvadavur'? For honouring those who Diety's grant 
Mar. Sundara I attended the hunting festival 
(21) (A.D. 1237) (Tirukkaivalakkam) 

To a dancing girl who rendered Deity's grant 

various public services for 

laying street and for installing 


Ksetrapalapillayar 
Tiruvedagam!'? To attend to the temple affairs - Royal grant 
Mar. Sundara II excutive (30 kalams per year 1 
(6) (A.D. 1234) accu) 
Tiruvedagam'? For 8 bearers for Sripadam service Deitys grant 
Mar. Vira Andars l6 and also to supply fuel 


another 4-in all 28 bearers. 
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In A.D. 1248-49 a new Sandhi was instituted in the name of the king at Alagarkoil. 
The king granted three villages for meeting the expences. In the process some lands 
granted as Ur jivitam (for services to the townships) were resumed, and granted as 
Devadana. The Padikaval dues from Sadakkudi alias Ulagudaiyanallur was also a part 
of the grant to the temple for the festival." 


Padikaval is not normally assigned as it is for the community watch and ward. 
It was even sold by the community!” One such sale was concluded by the Mahasabha 
of Tirupputtur in favour of Malavaccakravarti of Suraikudi for 250 panam (Valalvali 
Tirandan) in the 44th year of Jat. Vira Pandya. 


He was entitled to 10 marakkal of paddy per ma for the watch and ward duties 
assigned? The Ur-kaval or watch or ward for the townships in Iranyur was assigned 
to the Valaiyar of the place. They were entitled to receive 5 Kalams. Tuni paddy per 
ma, according to a deed executed by the urar* The Nattar were sometimes approched 
to afford protection. Security was particularly the concern of the merchang community. 
An ürani had been excavated by the merchants of Kalayarkalaperunderu which was 
left to the protection of Kalvayilnattàr. (A$rayapramanam)? 


The deity of Srivilliputtur in S 1395 (A.D. 1473) assigned the watch and ward 
duties in the temple and 2 ma of land were allocated. 


Three categories of Jivitam holders can be discerned from the evidence from 
inscriptions from Tirunelveli dt. 


The first the officers attending to the king’s affairs and chieftaincy of the 
mandalam. This jivitam was hereditary, and was held by Malavarayar, and his son. 
He held the land of the highest class (Talaivarisat) or bearing the highest assesment 
1% veli of land therefrom was separated and granted as Devadana Iraiyili in A.D. (1236- 
37) for a new Linga installed in the Tirunelveli temple by Kaladi Sankaran!” 


In Akkaśālai (near Korkai) a Kammala of Rajavillipuram (near Tirunelveli) had 
instituted a new Sandhi in the name of the king, For providing for it the lands cultivated 
by the officers attending to the king’s affairs (Name kariyam Seyadupondavargal) was 
resumed in Solaimangalam alias Puravarivilagam and regranted by the king Vira Pandya 
in his 5th year!” 


In these cases the executive officers of the king had held the lands during the 
pleasure of the king and hence they were resumable and were regranted to the deity 
for a service newly instituted. 


The second category of jivitam holders were those who were rendering community 
service or service connected with the festivals. 
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A grant made for Santikiittu performed in the festivals was renewed in Attür 
by Jat. Srivallabha.* 


In Tirukkurungudi in A.D. 1229 the Mahasabha executed a royal order exchanging 
the Jivitam lands for the township accountant.^ The potters in suttamalli, a Brahmdéya 
had a jtvitam which was resumd and assigned to five gardeners, each 1 ma of land 


Ten ma of land had been held as Jtvitam by a savarna, an Angavaidya (a surgeon) 
which was resumed to be granted as Devadana Iraiyili/? A similar (tom held by 
Parasiraman, an Angavaidya in Karisulndamangalam was resumed and granted for the 
worship of Aludatyapillaiyar set up by Venavudaiyar'? in A.D. 1246-47. This grant 
comprised 1 veli of land, seedbed 1/16 an garden 2 ma and 2 housesites. In such cases 
it has to be presumed if the services had to be continued alternate provision was 
made. In latter village a jivitam was held by the hunter (Vettaikkaran) which was 
changed into an occupancy land with the levy of 9 kalam per ma to be paid to the 
temple.“ 


In Manur the jrvitam lands 13/4 veli and 1 ma held by the Vettiyar (village servants) 
were on their dispossession assigned to the Brahmin Sabhaiyar of Mananilainallur with 
Karanmai rights (ie. the occupancy rights). The tax proceeds were assigned as Devadana 
Iraiyili to Kulasekhara vinnagar in Karuvanallur in Kalakkudi nadu, a village nearby? 


The third category of jivitam were for temple services. 


Jat Kulasekhara I had assigned 3 ma yielding 30 kalams to be paid in every 
Kar crop (first crop) to a drummer (Idangaimarayan)" For instituting an Adhyayana 
service at a. new Sandhi the lands granted already to Kandiyadevar were reassigned 
with the same rights as he had held and rendered taxfree The rate of yield was 
also at 10 kalams per ma, 35 kalams for 3% ma, for double crop lands at kalams per 
crop. 


In Tirunelveli in A.D. 1235, 25 accu were deposited by a donor which yield an 
interest of 30 kalams. The rate of interest was 1 accu = 1l/5 kaiams. As the cash was 
not capable of yielding the amount a part was invested in land - 17 accus, yielding 
30 kalams, and 8 accus were to be given in cash to the reciter of Srirudram, Itwill 
be noticed the resultant yield was higher - as accu would yield the same paddy yield 
as 25 accu” 


In A.D. 1253-54 recite Tirughanam several Tapasviyar from various manhas were 
assigned lands in all | veli and 8 ma. These were from the vettiparru (unassigned lands 
assigned for Vetti service ?) from three places. 
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Seravanmadevi Cm - veli ]^ ma 


Arikesarinallur - V, veli 
Suttavalli - 6% mà 
Total - 1 veli 8 ma 


There earlier occupants were dispossessed and the lands were made ever for the 
service! 


For tending a garden in Tirunelveli temple, the donor himself had endowed lands 
4 ma mukkani Araikkàni which were granted with the land dues by the king as 
Iraiyili.* 


In a Konerinmaikondan grant, the details of 5 shares for the wxisting shareholders 
and II additional shares for new service holders were detailed and they were to render 
services in the temple of the God and the Goddess and the other deities at 
Tirunelveli! The shares included proportionate housesites, and other food 
offerings. The service holders had also come from other nadus like 
Amudagunavalanadu, Tiruvaludi valanadu and Tenkarainadu. 


In an inscription of Mar. Sundara II (A.D. 1248-49) reference is made to Elür 
kaikkólar jivitam in Srivaikuntam, then known,as Rajendra CM which lay to the 
west of the Brahmin holdings of the Sabhaiyar.™ 


In Tirukkolür a cook’s holding was dispossessed and granted for a new festival 
instituted in the 20th year of Mar. Sundara I? 


This evidence is conclusive that grants for services were. generally, held at pleasure 
of the king or deity and were changeable or resumble. In such cases if the original 
service had to subsist it is reasonable to presume that alternative provision was made. 


Kandulavu; or the home farm lands? 


There is a noteworthy peculiarity noticed in the Pandyan inscriptions. Some of 
them refer to the home farm lands and lands hold by the king or the chieftains 
or the deity under personal cultivation. No occupancy rights could be claimed and 
the cultivaters were tenants at will. 


This tenure is not noticed to the best knowledge of the author, in the Cola 
nscriptions from the studies so far made. 


The evidence in the Pándyan inscriptions is set out below. This term occurs in 
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inscriptions from Tirunelveli, Suttamalli, Srivaikuntam and Attür. In Madurai dt. It 
occurs in Tirupparankunram and Madurai. In Ramanathapuram dt. It occurs in 
Colapuram Maranéri (Sattur), Vembattur, Melanettur (Sivagangai taluk), Tirumalugandankottai 
(Arupukkottai) and in Tirukkalakkudi. It also occurs in the later Pandya inscriptions 
at Tenkasi and surrounding villages and in Sankarankoil. 


In the 20th year of Sundara Pandya for instituting a Virapandyansandi in the 
Tirunelvéli temple two Pandyan princes or chieftains endowed a tank, and its ayacut 
which were then Kandulavu lands in Asurnadu (near about Kayattar)'® 


Another grant of Kandulavu was in Kunrattur for reciting Srirudra adhyayana 
on the birth star of prince Sundarapandya," releasing the lands from the personal 
cultivation. The lands were of the highest Taram (Talaivarisai). 


A third grant of Kandulavu was in Pandaneri for the singers of hymns and 
for reciting Tirugnanam - 2 ma of land! 


Similar grant was made in Arinàdu under Manàbharanappereri for a 
Virapandyansandhi.? 


For reconstructions of the (gopura) towers and other renovation works for the 
Prakara wall in Srivaikuntam undertaken in the king's name by Devapiran Tadar, 
Sundara Pàndya granted the home farm lands irrigated by the Cittar in Kilkalakurram. 

- These lands were in Ulakudai Mukkokkilandigal Cm. 


Other grants were : 


For a garden service Home farm land in the western hamlet of 
Srivaikuntam 10 ma of land 


For services to the goddess 10 ma in the western hamlet in the homefarm 
set up by a chieftain land in Vadakarkulam 
Tiruvarangaperumal 
Pallavarayar.*? 


For Kallapiran for Vaikasi The remaining lands in the same hamlet which 
festival!® was under ‘‘pattom’’ as his home farm land 
which were earlier an old Devadana called 

Sripadmanabhamangalam. 


This grant might have been located in the village Udayaneri, a hamlet of Palamadai 
as the temple then has inscriptions bearing his name. 


Note : On the identification the village ulakudai Mukkokkilan adigal Cm please 
see fn. 164, 165. 
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Attir Séndamangalam For reciting Lands under the cultivation in 
Tirugnanam Arrur alias Alagaiyapandyanallur 
and in Sendamangalam™ alias 
Kulasekhara CM 
The proceeds of the personal cultivation (ulavumudai) were mads over the service. 


Suttamalli (Tirunelveli For a garden for A Kandulavu land to the east of 

tk") the goddess the fort (Kottaikilpal) converted 
into an occupancy with karanmai 
nights to Sembiyataraiyan and 
land-dues remitted. ¥% ma field. 


In Tirupparankunram, one Iravalan Prasannadevar installed on the southern side 
of the hillock a Siva temple and the deity was named after Mar. Sundara I. In his 
7th year (A.D. 1224) the king was pleased to grant from his Kandulavu lands 
Sundarapandya puram alias Pulinkunrur under Viranarayana tank 6 ma of double crop. 
and 6 ma of single crop land for the services to the new deity. The lands assigned 
were to be contiguously located.'* 


A second instance was a grant of Kandulavu lands in Perumnallur and other 
villages which were granted as Tiruvilakkuppuram (for a lamp service in the temple 
at Madurai. The land dues payable on the conversion of the tenure were to be utilised 
for the purpose. The occupancy rights were granted to Sundarapandyamunaiyadaraiyan. 
and the yield was reduced from the king's demand. In return, the occupant assignee 
was to pay 2% accu per year as immutable levy. 


In A.D. 1302-04, Mar. Kulasekhara granted 1 veli of land under his personal 
cultivation converting it into Tiruvidatyatta Iraiyili for a new deity Mannar set up 
in the Uttama Colavinnagar Alvar temple at Colapuram.? 


In the I8th year of a ruler whose name is not available, 2 ma of land which 
lay to the east of the homefarm lands were granted to the Goddess of the Bed Chamber 
which were entitled to be irrigated from the big tank.” 


Similar reference, to homefarm lands occur in later Pandya inscriptions 


Tenur tank and ayacut granted as Devadana /ratyili was also a homefarm land 
ever since it was excluded or deducted from the revenue accounts of the nadu (Munnal 
nattil kalittu)!”* This impless that the homefarm lands during their holding for personal 
cultivation were not assessed to land-dues demand. 
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Similar conversions of Kandulavu lands occur from Vembattur (Sivagangai Tk) 
and Melanettur. This latter refers to the endowed lands under the king’s “Kandulavu 
pattom’’ in Vellimangalam ayacut lands. The land bore the cash demand of 1/8 accu 
and 5 kalams if the lands yielded without any scarcity of water supply. If the lands 
were broughts to harvest with irrigation by baling only the cash levy of 1⁄8 accu 
was levied. The grain demand was remittee. 


In Piranmalai nadu in Ponnamaravati command lands, were the lands of the 
king's homefarm to the west of Neduvayal These lands were converted into a 
Brahmadeya for 20 Brahmins learned in vedas and Sastra and with one share each 
and with 2 shares each to the Siva and visnu deities installed by Kandiya dévar.” 


From the evidence it is clear that homefarm lands were location in and around 
the capital, Madurai or where the king or his brothers had palaces and resided as at 
Tirunelveli and Ponnamaravati and Attur. 


The followed further inference can be drawn. The lands held under homefarm 
cultivation were usually granted on a lease, (pattom) terminable at will. When the 
land was transferred, the ulavumudal (The paddy yield from cultivation) was transferred 
and not merely the land-dues therefrom. Also the lands assigned in one case are said 
to be of the highest assessment classification. If the latter could be an indivation of 
the productivity, the lands should have been of the best sort). But this was not uniformly 
the case as in another instance scarcity of water was noticed with the need for a 
baling concession. 


Tenancies and subtenures : 


So far, the land occupancy and its transfer have been dealt with. It was not necessary 
that the occupant himself need be the cultivator. Indeed a Brahmin or even a chieftain 
could not be. This is essentially basis on which a third tier of cultivation could be 
envisaged. 


The Mahasabha of Rajaraja Cm distinctly refer to the cultivating tenants (ulavu 
kudi) in the hamlets of the big Brahmadeya. They also declared that the lands cultivated 
by gardeners tending “Rajendra Colan’’ garden need not pay the land-dues!” 


Various forms of cultivating tenancy can be inferred from the epigraphic data. 


Kandan Ayyanàr alias Nrupa Sikhàmani Muvendavelar of Mangalakkal had 
endowed money and the reclaimed a land purchased from the Sabhaiyàr. The Siva 
brahmanas (priests) themselves undertook to the temple authorities that they shall 
themselves cultivate (that is by engaging labour) or cause to be cultivated (by inducting 
cultivating tenants) the lands reclaimed. From the proceeds thereof they shall conduct 
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the services? Similarly the temple executives were charged with the duty to collect 
mélvaram from specific fields and invest it in maintaining the temple tank.” In the 
20th year (A.D. 1288) of Mar. Kulasekhara a similar assignment of the melvaram was 
assigned for deepening a new embal Punyavatti embal in Sivapuri and the melvaram 
was from specific fields" In these cases the melvaram was earmarked for a specific 
public purpose, while the cultivating tenants under the temple had the Kudivaram 
rights. 


The ubiquitous and, perhaps, favoured form of occupancy holding was Kudaininga 
dévadanam-when the occupancy was with the holder of the land, and the stipulated 
land-dues were to be raid the assignee-devadana."! 


The grantor himself sometimes stipulated the occupants who could enjoy the 
lands, and cultivate the lands? In this case karanmai rights vested with the occupant 
and the land-dues with the deity. Similar cases can be multiplied. The chieftain of 
Elür Sembinadu purchased from the Nattar several parcels of land, and endowed the 
lands as Devadana retaining with him the karanmai rights. A purchaser who had endowed 
the lands as Kudininga Tirunamattukkani for Pidariyar, a goddess he had installed and 
dig wells and consolidate the holdings. In consideration of his capital investment needed 
he was permitted to cultivate the lands, on a permanent occupancy (Nilaiadai) and 
pay for wet crops 1⁄3 mélvaram and for dry crops % yield and 1⁄8 for sugarcane 
and garden crops, brinjal and pumpkin (which were hypothetical having regard to 
the nature of the land) A Kudininga devadana lands was allotted to an occupant 
as condition that he held it on varam tenure on a stipulated rental. The undertenants 
(Sirukudi) had also to pay 1⁄3 of the yield. 


But sometimes the Devadana land was resumed and the king or his men collected 
a share (varam) of the produce. The temple suffered. and hence a regrant was made 
assigning the land-dues to the temple together with karanmai rights. The temple had 
the double benefit of the land-dues, and the yield due to an occupant"? 


In the case of the varam tenure, the occupant stood to have an equitable share 
as the sharing was based on the actual yield. This was a preferable form in rainfed 
tracts and were crops were insecure. It should also be distinguised from the ‘varisca’ 
form of levy where cropwise fixed rates were stipulated. It should not be understood 
that the varam tenure was non-existent in the riverine and more fertile tracts." 


The pattom tenure which was a lease was noticed in the tracts with assured 
irrigation. The Sabhaiyar of Rajaraja Cm had granted a land as Karanm«i Devadana 
and this land was cultivated on pattom tenure. In the pattam tenure the occupant was 
assured of his portion of the yield while the cultivator bore the risk of cultivation 
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and even perhaps the cost.* Three ma of land therein were converted into madappuram 
for a Vaisnava jeer (ascetic) who was looking after the temple. 


In Tirumalugandan Kottai a purchaser Ovada Kuttan had purchased land and 
the king granted it as a Karanmai Pattom. The term might mean the occupant-purchaser 
could realise a fixed lease rent or alternatively he had the Karanmai rights and had 
to deliver a fixed quantum to the temple. As the intention of the purchaser was to 
provide for temple services and feeding the Brahmins he would have undertaken to 
have the purchsed land cultivated and from the yield deliver the stipulated quantum 
for the services. The lands were tank-fed.? When 15 ma of land was held on pattom 
tenure the right to enjoy the trees also were vested with the grantee-Bhattas'™ 


The cultivating rights were seen to be saleable. 5% ma of Devadana landheld 
by a donor had been compensataed with 10 accu for the change of cultivating tenancy 
(ulavu mar ri kudutta accu. pattom)? 


The cultivating rights in lands could also be transferred as usufructory (ulavor ri) 
by the occupants. Four Brahmin occupants had made an usufructory mortgage of their 
land and this was redeemed by paying 1 accu in cash and the lands so released were 
endowed one veli in extent for the subsistence of the bachelor devotees bending a 
garden for the Attalanallur temple? Redemption of usufructory mortgage of land 
at a cost of 13 accu, for 6 ma mukkani and another 2 ma at a cost of 4% accu and 
150 kalams of paddy was recorded by a benefactor who instituted a service and helped 
the Darukapuram temple to pay the distributed levies payable to the Sabhaiyar™ 


In Kallidaikkuricci, Nalayiravinnagar Alvàr had taken the reverse - Irai orri 
usufructory mortgage of the /rai yield from some lands in 4 ma of land. The king 
later remitted the tax-dues from 4 ma from the 10th year of Kulasékhara!™ 


Another peculiar instance is noticed in Tirunelvéli. When the Narasimha svami 
temple was consecrated in the reign of Vikrama Pandya, the Mahasabha of Kulasékhara 
Cm had granted 3 ma of land as Bhattavrtti. But it was not enjoyed as possession 
had not been delivered and hence paddy was given out of the Kadamai dues of 
Ulagudainallur. In A.D. 1209 the Mahasabha granted inlieu thereof. 2% ma on land 
in Kunrattur, including Karannmai rights. 


Finally, in A.D. 1333 Mar. Vira Pandya ordered the grant of the following to 
a Brahmin Narayanasarman Virapandya devan for the *'Bhóga kuli due from the 
king to the grantee. The lands being the holding of cultivating tenants (ulavar par ru) 
in Sembinadu under Purakulam, together with the lands the bonded labour (being) 
Han ane) in the outskirts (Purafijéri) (Tinda adimaigal) were granted as *'Sarvadàna" 
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or '*Sarvamanya" ^ What is implied was that the grantee was entitled to the proceeds 
of all taxes and the land - yield and appurtenances together with the bonded 
labour. 


In A.D. 1105, a donor had purchased as **Uvacca adimai’, bonded labour for pipers 
service, and endowed the persons so purchased and their heirs to the temple in 
Karungulanattu ... a Dharmadana. 


A later inscription of Š 1347 (A.D. 1425) records Marudai Jayangondar of Neduvasal 
had purchased from Korkai Kilavan one Ramadevi and her five daughters; and two 
grand-daughters, in all 8, to work in the temple of Narasimhisvaramudaiya nàyanar 
at Angamangalam.^ 


Bonded labour could be purchased and sold and endowed. The endowed persons 
and their heirs had in perpetuity to render the stipulated service. 


Later Pandya inscriptions in Tenkasi and Srivilliputtür and surrounding areas 
refer to the occupant or the king receiving a levy called Anjali and it is also remitted 
when tax-free lands were endowed. What this term signifies is unclear and there is 
no circumstantial evidence except to infer that it was also a levy on land.” The actual 
cultivators were also Pallar (Ulugira Pallanukku' "y? 


It is significant that as noticed elsewhere, the Karanmai Kudigal (tenants holding 
rights of cultivation) join the Mahasabha or the Urar, the principal occupants, in making 
sales or gifts. This would imply that they were delivering possession of the lands 
freed of their rights. 


FOOT NOTES : 
L SII XXIiUI25, 126, 127 Pappankulam (Mar. Kulasekhara I) 
2. Attur - Raj. Kuldttunga I 442/1930. 
3. Please ref. PDK Studies pp. 186 
4 SIL 1/370, 371 Madurai 
5. 1001945-46 
6. SIL XXIIUS13, 514 
7. On Karpüravilai pl. sec my detailed discussion in PDK Studies pp 219-227 
& 28/1929 Sivapuri 
9 423/930 : Rajaraja I A.D. 1007 


4714930 : Rajendra 1 (3) 
443/1930 : Kulottunga I, all from Attur 
Also - 431, 435192930, Attur, Jat Kulasekhara I (34th) 
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10. 415/1930, 419, 420/1930 

l. 26L1980-8l 

D. SII XXIII / 507 

B. 101/108, Tiruppattur 

M. 327 / 1923 Tirukostiyur, A.D. 1278 

15. For eg, SII VIII / 458, Maramangalam 

16. SII VIII / 446, Maramangalam 

D SII XXIII / 90, Kallidaikkuricci 

IR 123 / 1905, Tiruppudaimarudur 

19. 525 / 1958-59; Also 422 / 1930 - Attar Kulottunga D 
20. SH XXIII / 402 The inscription is damaged 
24 587 / 1926 

22. 427 / 1930 

23. 444 / 1930 

24. 451 / 1930 

25. 458 / 1930 

26. 409 / 1930 

27. 405 / 1929-30 

28. 16 / 1928-29 

29. SII XIV / 190 (Mar. Vikrama Cola Pandya) (25) 
30. 334 / 1916 

3L SII VIII / 440 Mar. Kulsekhara I A.D. 1284 
32. 360 / 1959-60 

33, 78 & 79, 84, 87 & 89/1916 

34. 681 / 1905 

35. 466 & 469 / 62-63 

36. 471 / 1962-63 

31 307 / 1963-64 (13th century palacography) 
38. 608 / 1915 

39. 315 / 1930 

40. SII XIV / 197 Sermadévi 

AL 363, 364 / 1959-60 

42. 36 ` 61-62 (Mar. Sundara D 

43, S93 ` 1965 Mar. Sundara lI - (4) (A.D. 1242) 
4 SH VIILA460 Raj. Kulottunga I (A.D. 100) 


203.414. 4» 
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“45. 362. 366 + 1959-60 

46. Tiruvali$varam 368 / 1916 

Tirunelveli 80, 81 / 1927 
Also, 391 + 1916; 393 / 1916 Mannarkoil; Also 44 / 1927 Tirunelveli 

47, 245 / 1976-77 
.. 48 The Colas Vol. II Pu p 430 l 
v4 6 ; 1916 Sugantalai Jat. Vira (llth year) Also 263 / 1941 Singikulam 
í EU Pl. see my "Ràjendravinnagar" pp 21-25: . 
`" a ARE 310, 3H `" 1923 Tirukostiyir — 

e ai 196 

a. 50 / 1916 Tirukkalakkudi 

` 54 309 / 1928 - 

am SII V 248 

. 28. SII XIV 206 

75752; 269 / 1928 

11.88: 251 / 1941-42 

7589. 271 / 1941-42 

`, 60. .493 / 1962-63 : 
(2:0. Eg 495 / 1962-63 (Mig. Kulaśēkhara) (30) (A.D. 1298) 
Cmi 62; .545 / 1922 

2.063. 568 / 1922 

` ` ei, 552 / 1922 Tiruttañgal 

65. 566 / 1922 Tiruttangal 

66. Mudikkarai B ~ 1977-78 

67. 33 / 1931-32 Pandya Vira (acc A.D. 1443) 

68. 297 : 1923 Also, 295/1923 

69. 107 / 4546 Mar. Kulasekhara (7) 

70. 199 ; 80-81 Mar. Vira Pandya (A.D. 1360) 
CA 510 , 58-59 Velangudi, Mar, Sundara (5) 

72. 103 / 1916 

73. 75 + i916 

74. 65 ; 1916 

75. III. 19!6 

76. 271 i 4142 

TL 103 bin 
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65 / 1916 
This is specifically stated in a Tirunelveli inscription SII V 422 


The term land-dues is more appropriately used as there were a number of levies and varieties 
of services and hence have the term ‘land-revenue’ associated. 


The render is referred to a detailed analysis of land tenures and sub-tenures in chap. 9 of my 
Pudukkottai Studies. 

SIL XIV - 245 Ambasamudram 

SII XIV - 250 

SII XIV - 160, 161 

331 / 1916 The text is not available 

SII XIV / 157 

Ibid / 194 

SII V / 428, 429 Also, 34, 37 & 40 / 1927 

SII V / 411 Mar. Kulasekhara (8) (A.D. 1276) 

254 / 1928 

SII XXIII / 109 

SIL XXVI / 479 Suttamalli 

SII V / 294 (Jat. Srivallabha) 

SH V / 302 

SH IV / 369, SII IV / 373 - Madurai 

564 / 1911 - Pulippatti 

476, 477, 478 / 1962-63 - Tiruvadavur 

277 / 1930, 302 / 1930, 19 & 20 / 31-32 Alagarkoil 
SII XIV/205 : Colapuram (Srivilliputtür Tk.) 

SII VIII / 348 : Tiruppullani (Ramanathapuram Tk.) 
SII XIV / 221 Jat. Srivallabha (9th. Year) 


. 39 / 1928-29 


SII XIV / 257 

543, 544 / 1922 

568 / 1922 

545 / 1922 

554 / 1922 

572 / 1922 

214 / 1980-81 

SH XXII / 416 Periyakulam 
SH VIII / 402 


271 OEE SS Cat Vira "ln 
62. l6 e Cat Sundas 

Q2. 7 45-10. Mor Vira 

i16; I2: Jat Pax ama 
anzumbered Hit Vikrama 11) 
Cp XXVI ob 


SA sor 
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AR 


lo] 


rH 


fa dis [see ny Pudukhcuai Studies pp 214224 for a detailed analysis of ine term its implications 


NA) SI XXVI Kuanakkudi 

3H XIV 2 204, SIL XIV / 208 Kunrakkudi Also, SH XX VI-2 
SH XXVI-25 

SH XXVI37 

iud 44 

Please see pp?2-74 of my "land grants anc agrarian reactions" for a clinching case 
346 1922 

298.1923, 304.1023 

333 5 1923 

8 ; 1916 

564 ! 1926 

470, 471 7 1062-03 | 

678 / 1905 

483 7 1962-63 

289 / 1930 

Eor a detailed we of this tenure pl see my Pudukkcttai Studies P. 269-28] 
i22 ; 1908 

5 ( 1926 Sundara Pandya (3) 

12 51926 

304 | 1926 

SH V ¿ AN 

SH VII 362 

439 : [929-30 

125 1995 

S8. Q0 . 1927 

SH XXVI 483, 484. 485 

SIL V HOH 
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393 / 1916 Jat. Sunuara 4503) 

424 / 1906 

SHV / 415 

62 1 1927 Also, 64 ` 1927 Tiruneivelt 

64 / 1927 

SH V / 422 

SH V / 421 

SH v / 419 

4 / 1927 

717 | 52-63 

SU XXVI 494 The inscription is incomplete 
On the interpretation of this term and the tenurial characteristics pl sce my Chapter in my collected 
Papers (pp 53-60) 

SH V / 408 

SH V / 402 Also, 65 / 1927 

63 / 1927 Konérinmaikondan 

& / 1927 

373 / 1959-60 Srivaikuntam, Also 378 / 1959-60 
374 / 1959-60 

375 / 1959-60 

376 / 1959-60 


The grant referred to in 373/1959-60 have been located in the village Udayaneri, a hamlet of Palamadai 
as the temple there has inscriptions bearing this name (ARE) 


At my instance, the inscriptions in the Srinivasapperuma} temple at Udayaneri, a hamlet of Palamadai 
revenue village were copied. A number of medieval Pandyan inscriptions have come to light 
(ARE 245 to 249 of 1976-77) f 


463 / 1930 
SIL XXVI / 488, 1909 Most of the above were “K6nérinmaikondin" grants and the ruler could 
not be identified 


SH XV / 372 Perumnallur 

SH XV / 369 

SIL XXVI / 530 The village is located in Srivilliputtar Tk and not in Sivaganga. PI see -Vol Í 
SH XXVI / 50 

Ibid : 512 

42 / 1931-32 Tirumalugandan kottai 

338 ' 1959-60 

Copied in 1989-90 Melanettür 
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68 & 73 ; 1916 Tirukkalakkudi 

SIL XIV / p 73 footnote 

SIE XIV / 101 Attür 

58 / 1929 Sivapuri 

62 / 1929 

For eg. SII XXVI / 515 Colapuram 

102 / 45-16 Sakkottai (Mar. Vira) 14 
45-46 / 1931-32 Tirumalugandankottai 

62 / 1915 Tirukkalakkudi 

220 / 1980-81 Talakkavür. The inscription is incomplete and is unclear. 
397 / 1954-55 Kunnakkudi Jat. Vira (20) 


A reference to a varam holding of a merchant occurs in the boundary specification of a land 
in Kallidaikurueci SII XXIII + 97 


675 / 1916 Sermàdevi, Sundara - (441) 5^. year 
49 / 1931-32 Tirumalugandànkottai 

387 / 1960 Velür Kasbà, Mar. Kulasekhara (8) 
SH XXXII / 92 Kallidaikkuricci. Mar. Sundara 1 (A.D. 1224-25) 
437 / 1916, Mar. Kulasekhara (8) 

582 / 1915, Mar. Sundara 1 (A.D. 1229) 

SIE XXIII / ll! 

83 / 1927 

86 / 1905 Uttarakgamangai 

280 / 1928 

365 / 1949-50 

Eg. 106 / 74-75 Srivilliputür 


. This occurs in 103 / 74-75. Añjāli is also mentioned therein. 
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CHAPTER - V 
MERCHANTS TOWNSHIPS IN THE PANDYAN KINGDOM 


The Pandyan Kingdom, extended from the foot hills of the western Ghats to 
the sea coast on the Bay of Bengal. It was the trade-route, for the valuable spices 
and hill products of the Cera Kingdom towards the east. This usually took three routes 
- the first (via) Nanjilnadu and through the Thovala pass and the Southern Townships 
in Nanguneri Taluk and Radhapuram sub-taluk. The second was by descending the 
Ghats, at Ariyangavu and then spreading into the plains via Tenkasi, Ambasamudram 
on the east, and Devadanam, Seithur on the North. The third was the descent from 
the Periyar-Periyakulam hills and taking the route along Surultyar via Sinnamanur 
or another forking off from Periyakulam, reaching the Vaigai banks and proceeding 
to Madurai. 


In additicn inland locations of the merchant-colonies helped distribute goods carried 
on asses or headloads or on sling as Kavadis. Naturally, a number of merchant- 
colonies had sprung up. 


Towards the east coast, a number of roadsteads have been utilised all along 
the littoral from Tiruvadanai coast down to Kanyakumari. Here sea trade, and pearl 
fisheries too were active. We have evidence of community levies on the wares brought 
by different varieties of boat and those on the pearl fisheries. 


The following account details of importance for mercantile REB gleaned from 
the inscriptions. 


The evidence points to three or four distinct groups of the mercantile community. 
The first and earliest reference is to the Manigramattàr occurring in an inscription 
of the 2ist-year of Parakesarivarman (Parantaka I A.D. 928) In that year, Sadaiyan 
Kavayan, à Member of Manigramam from Tenvari nadu endowed a lamp service 
in Kurralanathasvami temple at Kurralam, and gave 26 cows. Kurralam itself was 
located in the Tenvari nadu. | 


The merchants of Manigramam also figure in Inscriptions from Tittandatanapuram 
in Tiruvadanai Taluk, and in Sivapuri in Tiruppattūr. They are all ultimately traced 
to the group of that name in Kodumbalur, the capital of Irukkuvel Chieftains in 
Pudukkottai. 


In Sivapuri, a merchant, Arasu Madalaiküttan alias Sivakarunalayam purchased 
2 ma of land and endowed it for offering pudding (pittu) to the god of Nrupasekhara 
Cm. The donor described himself as Kodumbalar Manigramattu vyapari a trader 
belonging to the group. Manigramam based in Kodumbalür. This was in (AD 1105» 
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The Tittandatanapuram inscription is dated in the Hth year of Jat. Vira Pandya 
| (AD 1265) 


It records an agreement by Anjuvannam Manigramam Samanta Pandasali and 
others residing in the village promising to levy certain taxes on commodities sold 
or purchased to supplement. the expenses of (sic) rebuilding in stone the ruined mandapa 
in front of God Sarvatirthamudaiya nayanar, commenced by Vadugalvar, daughter of 
Sivaneri udaiyar Akalanka Nadalvan, and daughter of Visayalaya muttariyar. 


The Manigramattar of Kodumbalur also subscribed to the community levies on 
various commodities of trade dealt with in. detail. below. This could be ascribed to 
the second half of the Iih Century. 


A Nagara is noticed in the township of Pampuli, adjourning Kurralam. This was 
called Kangeyakulakalapuram, and the Nagarattar were the principal occupants. Two 
merchants endowed a land as Devadana in the reign of Jat. Vira and the Nagarattar 
rendered it tax-free. TheNagara accountant attested decision of the Nagarattàr? 


Marandayanallur alias Vikramapandyapuram was a Nagaram in Mulli Nadu. A 
number of individual merchants had donated cash or sheep for lamp services? The 
Nagarattàr as a body remitted the land dues on lands endowed for the deity, taking 
on the obligations themselves? They also agreed to pay the tax due on an oil-press 
set up by a merchant of an Erivirapatna. Among the signatories one Vikrama Pandya 
Silaisetti occurs? 


They also granted a dry land as Dharmadana for maintaining two lamps instituted 
by a dancing girl. This was in the 22nd lamps instituted by a dancing girl. This was 
in the 22nd year of Mar. Kulasekhara I (AD 1290)" About the name time a merchant 
Kulasekhara Cakravarti presented certain silver vessels to the temple at Kurralam and 
a deed was executed by the assembly.” 


The Nagarattar of Vikramapandyapuram also instituted for the welfare of the 
King Tirunelveli Udaiyar, a service. They granted what they themselves had received. 
viz, 1530 arecanuts per month, and 20 betel- ‘bundles (each having 200 leaves) per month 
which at the same rates at which the Brahmins in the township received it. The nuts 
and betel bundles were also apportioned among the Siva and Visnu temples. The Chiefs 
of Vikramapandyapuram and the Nagarattar attested the grant! 


The Tisai ayirattu annurruvar was a far larger assemblage of merchants who 
had far flung contacts. A merchant belonging to this group had endowed a sekandi 
(drums to the Ksetrapala (Desivalanallurdevar) at Urmelalagivan? They had a number 
of settlements ir the Pandyan Kingdom as in the Cola and other dominions. In Rajaraja 
Cni. The big Brahmadéya township, a whole street called Rajendra Colapperunderu 
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was occupied by them. A hamlet of the Brahmadeya, Melkuppayakkudi was named 
Nanadésinalltir. A number of parcels of lands were allocated by the Niyoga of the 
Mahasabha of the big township for a service to Tirumülanatha deity for the merit 
of this merchant-group in AD 1032" 


A Tisai àyirattu aññurruva Kankani (Superintendent of the affairs of the merchant 
group) also figures among the signatories of a land-grant from within a Devadana 
village of Tiruvalisvaram in AD 1107" 


The Tiruvaligvaram inscriptions refer more frequently to another merchant 
settlement within the big Brahmadeya called Rajaraja erivirapattinam. It was also known 
by the street name Niccittakandapperunderu. 


In the reign of Jat. Kulasekhara a donor from that settlement provided for the 
Kartigai festival | accu which yielded interest at 5 kalums of paddy per year. If gingelly 
yielded in the summer crop (kar) the Sivabrahmana who undertook the land-endowment 
agreed to pay cash at the prevailing rates Another resident of this settlement” also 
endowed | accu, yielding 5 kalams of paddy per year for the same purpose. In AD 
1221 a resident of this street sold Appandankulam for 120 accu as he was in need 
of liquidity." An endowment made for Sivaratri pūjās by a merchant from this street 
among others, had fallen into disuse on account of the disturbances in the Nadu. It 
was restored in the reign of Mar. Sundara? There were several other donors of lamp 
service from the same street? A merchant from the same street gifted a stone slab 
for flowers to be kept and for making garlands? at Tiruvali$varam in the 7th year 
of Mar. Vikrama. (AD 1290). This merchant settlement was thus active for over !00 
years. 


In the southern hamlet of Kallidaikuricci there was another merchant settlement 
called Ksatriyasikhamanipuram. Two merchants therefore instituted lamp services in 
T'irumülanatha temple at Ambasamudram? (AD 1023) 


The Nagaratiar as a body recalled their earlier grant of land, undertaking the 
obligation to pay Kadamai on themselves and made a Dharamadana in AD 1192 to 
Nalayira Vinnagar deity i in the same place? This merchant settlement was also known 
as Punal? in which the King granted tax remission on lands. 


In AD 130! one Sokkan Vittagan installed an image of Tiruvidi nacciyar 
Umaiyandar in the temple of (Nàge$varamudaiyar) Nalàyira Isvaramudaiyar. The 
Kanmálar residing in Ksatriyasikhamanipuram agreed to measure 10 kalams tumi, 
padakku paddy for a festival in the month of Cittirai? Ksatriyasikhamanipuram had 
not only merchants but artisans and smiths among its residents, blacksmith, carpenters, 
and goldsmiths. 
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To the east of Rajaraja Cm was another big Brahmadéya Nigarilicola Cm in 
Mullinadu in Uttama Cola Valanadu. (Sermadevi) In AD 1019, in the 3rd year of Rajendra 
Cola I the Mahasabha of the Brahmadeya resolved that they allot land to “their sons" 
(Nammakkal) Tisaiayirattu anfurruvar for their residential purposes; Uttama .... 
madapperunderu - to the east of the South gate of the township and Puramangala 
vidi, street. They gave the two rows (on either side) of Puramangala vidi. To the north 
of the gate in the same street excluding 5 house-sites of Sivabrahmanas both sides 
and to the east of the northern gate on the northern side another street excluding 
the temple precincts and the gardens. They also declared that they shall not charge 
the merchant residents any house-site tax and the free feeding for various services 
or occasions. Any one who transgressed this decision was liable to pay a fine of 10 
pon individually and the Sabha collectively 100 pon 


This evidence brings out the fillip given to merchant settlement in the reign 
of Rajendra Cola I, and the solicitude of the Mahasabha to provide for them. 


Perhaps the new street was called Rajendra Colapuram. The Mahasabha sold a 
Devadana tank and ayacut to a merchant, Tirunilakanta Cetti of that Nagara on condition 
that he paid to the temple 5 kalams of paddy per ma, of wet and 2 akkam per mà 
of dry land and 2 Kau per veli as the cultivating tenants (plough fee) This was 
in AD 1018” 


The same Mahasabha sold land to Parantaka Niraiüjan, alias Tiśaiāyirattu 
annurruva Dasamadi ..... Viran who provided for a watchman to the Nigarili Cola 
Vinnagar alvar.” 


To the north east of this Brahmadeva was the old township of Mananilainallir 
in Kalakkudi nadu. Close to it was the ancient Pandyan fortified town of 
Karavandapuram (Ukkirankottai). We have noticed the Nagarattar who stregthened the 
fortifications in the 9th century. Karavandapuram continued to be a busy merchant- 
township even in early times. A merchant therefrom Orungai Arangan endowed a 
lamp 30 palam in weight to the Visnu deity at Sucindram in AD 947.” Another, 
the wife of a merchant thereform, Raman Ilakkuvanan set up a lamp and endowed 
25 sheep for suppiying ghee in the temple of Sivalappéri in Kilkalakkürram.? 


A Vatteluttu inscription at Manur refers to a Haiyan Kadan, a Valaüjiyar who 
protected the township wher it was threatened with destruction. Below the inscription 
is the figure of a man holding a club in each of his hands.” Another figure is that 
of a man without stretched arms. of which the left arm holds a sword.” These should 
be the images of village Hampdens who saved the cattle and the township when same 
people from without had threatened its security. 
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A number of the Nagara Townships in which the Ayyavole Tisaiayirattu 
annurruvar resided had collectively made an endowment to the temple of Manur but 
the portion recording the contents of the grant is built in. It records a “Vīra sasana”. 
The grantors were full of great qualities and blessed by Srivasudéva whose breast 
is adorned by Laksmi, and that they were issued forth from Mulabhadra and were 
the children of Durga Paramesvari of earl Then follows a list of these merchant 
townships of Tisai ayirattu annurruvar." | 


Nadu Place Name of the Nagara 
Tiruvaludi Valanadu Tirukkolur Uloga cintamanipuram 
Kannanur Karikalacolapuram 
Pattanamarudur Keralantakapuram 
Manavirappattinam Desiuttamacolapattanam 
Vira Pandyapuram Desia(yya)pattinam 
Vellur Rajarajapuram 
Alagiva$ekharavalanadu ` Puvendiyacolapuram 
Kilavembu Nadu Sivacaranasekharap- 
perunderu (in Tirunelveli)? 
Tirukkamakkottam 
Perunderu Nuru-nurayira desambi 
Desiuyyavandapattanam 
Irajavallapuram Corudaiya Tinna 
Cennirakkarai 
Seliyanür 
.Malaiyakulamanikkapuram 
(Sórudai Desiyapattanam) 
Kilkalakkurram Mangalattu Puviru Tenayyapattanam 


The same Nadu had 
more than one Nagara 


A number of ''Nagaras" are noticed occupying several streets or habitats in 
Tirunelveli. The time spread is from the 8th year of Rajendra I (AD 1020) to the 
26th year of Mar. Kulasékhara - I (AD 1294) - nearly three hundred years. 
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In AD 1020, a royal officer, Brahma Sri K ilar enquired into the provision required 
for the services in the temple at Tirunelveli. He noticed that the requirements of 
camphor and sandal and akil (for lamp) and mustard, pepper and turmeric, betelnut, 
gur and salt required for food offerings were being paid for in cash from the temple 
treasury. He ordered that in lieu of the payment of 22 kasu as Kudimai to the King 
and 18 Log they received from the temple treasury, Kani land Kannanur, a Devadana 
village measuing 5% (veli) be granted as /raiyili. This was granted to the ‘Tirunelveli 
Valanjiyar who had to supply the articles required in lieu of the cast payments made 
earlier and now dispensed with. The articles to be supplied were. 


Per dav 
camphor - 1/, kalanju 
Akil - 8 kalanju for | lamp 
Sandal - 4 palam 


For food offerings - mustard - alakku 
pepper - Ulakku 2% Sevidu 


This arrangement could have secured stability in supply, insulating the quantities 
required from the price fluctuations from time to time. Also the commodities were 
not of local productions in the plains. 


In the 2Ist year of Kulottunga I (AD 1091) the King ordered that a merchant, 
Kakkurudaiyan Siletti (Sresti) Uyyavandan alias Vi lifattaraiyan of Rajendra Cola 
pattinam in Rajaraja tennadu be assigned a land in Tottuvaymangalam in Nanjilnadu. 
assigned to the deity at Tirunelveli." Apperantly the merchant was from Kanyakumari 
district. 


The Nagarattar of Tirunelveli sold land and undertook to remit the taxes on 
the land sold bearing the obligation themselves. A garden land under mortgage to 
the Queen lay to the north of the land sold.? 


Another Nagara Sivacaranasékharapperunderu alias Srivallavapuram in Kilavémbu 
nàdu agreed to measure 10 kalañjus per ma, from out of the Kadamai in the Kar 
seasonal crop for 3 ma endowed by Sryandevan alias Kandiyattevan for playing Idakkai 
to one Anavaradadana Idakkaimarayan an artist. The name of the township of which 
this Nagara was a part is not legible.* This was in AD 1216. 


There were more than one Nagaru in Tirunelveli itself. One such was 
Tirukkamakkottam. alias Kulasekharapuram a Nagara in Tirunelveli in Kilavenibu 
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nādu” A New deity, Aludaiyar Alagiyacirrambalamudaiyar was installed by one 
Viluppadarayar of Milalaikktirram in the temple at Tirunelvéli. He provided per year 


3 accu at 1% accu per crop. This yielded 19 Dramam at [3 meni dramam per accu: `> `>“ 


The Nagaram agreed to pay it together with the Antarayam proceeds they delivered 
to the temple, half and half in Kar and pisanam, after the. verification of the yield 
by the treasury officers. 


The signatories to this deed were merchants - 
Sundarapandya samari jitan 

Sundarapandya Vaniyaccakravarti 

Alvan Tambi alias Alagiyapandyamuvendavelan 
Udaiyar Tiruvayyaru Udaiyan alias Srinidhi (nadhi-Sic) cakravarti 
Ambalavana Piccan alias Armandapandya Silaicetti 
Saman jitan 

Mandalasvami 

Sivapada Cola Silai cetti 

Vaniganarayanacakravarti 

Nagara Kanakku (accountant) Kanammürudaiyan 


This was in the 15th year of Mar. Sundara Pandya. The date could be AD 1231 
or AD 1253, as the case may be, if attributed to the first or the second ruler of that 
name. 


The Vaniyanagaram of Suttavallipperunderu in Tirunelvéli even more active as 
seen from the inscriptions from AD 1235 to AD 1294. The Karanavar (agents) for 
the oilmongers received 10 palamudai Afiai accu current at the time.’ They distributed 
it among 10 shares (Karai) who agreed to measure per day ulakku oil by the measure. 
Anavaradadanan. | 


The signatories Karanavar were : 

(I) Masilamani Namban alias Danmapodiyarayan 

(2) Dévan Magilan alias Nagarasenapati 

(3) Soran Kurundan alias Sundarapandyavanikayarayan 


(4) Masilamani Pillan alias Kulasekharadanmapodiyarayan 
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(5) Karunàkara Sembiyadévan alias Kanakapodiyarayan 
(6) Sankan Arumaialvan alias Anandakittan 

(7) (Ki) vaan ..... Sundarapandya vallarayan 

(8  Nakkan Magilamani alias Mapodiyarayan 

(9) Ponnambalakküttan Korran alias Tiruvambalapiriyadan 
(I0)  Sévakan Bhattan alias Parvatipagan 


Perhaps, the ten signatories had represented every one a Karai (share) of the 
oilmonger community that constituted the Nagaram. 


The same Nagaram agreed to measure alakku oil for feeding the early morning 
lamp 1, and evening lamps 3, in all four, before the shrine of Jatadharisvaramudaiyar 
to the north of Tirunelveli udaiyar. The lamps were instituted by one Veliyarrur udaiyan 
Bhattalakanudaiya Nayakan and Masattuvanikan cikkan of Sivallavan Mudigal 
Bhutamangalam in Madurai. This was, however, on receipt of the agreed price for 
oil to he received from the donors. Among the signatories one Samayamantri also 
figures.” 


The oil mongers in the same street agreed to measure uri oil per day, on payment 
of the agreed price from Varadannadandanayagar, an officer of the Hoysala ruler 
Virasome$varadévar and the scribes (Olai) of Marungür in Tondaimandalam, 
Suriyadévan Kumaralvar, and his younger brother Kakayya dandanayakar and Irámanna. 
This can be ascribed to the lth year of Mar. Sundara II (AD 1249) 


The signatories have names similar to those noticed above. 


In the 4th year of Jat. Vira Pandya, they received the agreed price, from a Malayala 
Brahmin. Melmanai Narayanan Rudrapillai and undertook to measure ulakku oil at 
the shrine of Tadari$varamudaiyar in the temple.” 


Two years later, on similar terms they agreed to measure ulakku oil, receiving 


the price from Mattikodu Narayanan Narayanan alias Viramalagiyapandyadévar from 


Malaimandalam." The oil was to be delivered in the Pilliyar temple in. 
Villavarayanallür in Melavémbu Nadu. 


The very next year a similar undertaking in measure ulakku oil for shrine of 
Subrahmanya in Tirunelvéli temple was given to a Malayala Brahmin from 
Malaimandalam, Devi citarapillai of Kunram." 


HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 143 


In AD 1294 the same oilmonger Nagaram undertook to measure ulakku oil per 
day for cash received from one Alagan Atkondan Danapalan for a lamp to be fed 
it the shrine of Pollada pillaiyar in the Tirunelveli temple." 


In the same reign of Mar. Kulasekhara, they agreed to receive the cash due for 
measuring wri oil per day. In this deed all the eight signatories were strangely illiterate, 
and one Amarapati Kattan signed for all of them.“ 


[n some fragments recently copied references are available to Tirukunrattur alias 
Sundarapandyapuram in Kilavembu Nadu and the Nagarattar therein.* 


The Nagarams in Tirunelveli were formed of the residents of particular streets, 
like Kulasékharapperunderu and Suttavallipperunderu. Distinct communities have 
occupied the particular streets; the latter was one of oilmongers. The community were 
not merely traders, but also producers. Indeed it was a producing and marketing 
community. But for items not of local production, like camphor, sandal and pepper, 
mustard etc. they should have been performing the functions of a market, buying 
them from beyond the western Ghats or elsewhere and selling them in the Pandyan 
townships. For this reason, they were best fitted to discharge the obligations of supply 
of these commodities or products cast on them. 


Moving to the south of Tambraparani river, Singikulam-Pülam was a Nagara 
named Rajarajapuram. Here the community was one of resident occupants. The Nagara 
maintained Olugu accounts and granted as Irayili lands to the temple.” The Nagara 
granted as Karanmai devadana 10% ma of land. The King followed suit remitting the 
taxes on the lands so endowed." This township had faced a stress and strain in paying 
the tax demand of Sritongadevar's chiefs. Viluppadarayar, including Panjupili and 
Sandivigrahapperu in the reign of Mar. Sundara. They have sold lands, excluding an 
earlier grant of | ma for the carpenter attending to the temple works. They also ndertook 
to bear the taxes Among the signatories figure Alagiyapandyamuvendavelan and 
Paranadittan alias Danasetti.? In the 13th year of Mar. Sundara the Nagara assigned 
a site for setting up an oil press (Sekku) for supply of oil to the temple lamps and 
for the residence of Puviranayan. It was to the east of a well belonging in 
Alagiyapandyapanman, to the north of the second Prakara well of the temple to the 
east of the pathway on the bank of the river proceeding north-south and to the south 
of the wall enclosing the house site of Kodai Adiccapallavarayan. The house site was 
sold to the temple but the Nagara agreed to bear the taxes. The same signatories as 
in the previous epigraph noticed above occur.” 


A Konerinmaikondan grant confirmed the remission of the taxes on the land 
granted by the Nagarattar with Karanmai rights to a dancing girl and the tax dues 
assigned to the temple. Among the boundaries occur Senapati alvar Tiruvidaiyattam 
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of Rajarajavinnagar emberuman cut of 12 ma of land the musicians were granted 
6% ma potter kapi washerman Kani, in all 2 ma For half veli of land the land levy 
was 15 kalams of paddy per ma. Por lands raising summer crops it was one half. There 
were some lands under the New Tank siuice in Tidiyur to the north, 2 ma of land 
which bore a higher land levy at 20 kalams per ma, and for summer crops of 
it. Lands fed by the 5th sluice canal under Karungulam bore 15 kalams per ma. and 
for summer crops % of it. On lands the Karanmai rights in which were held by 
Narasingadevan the total assessment for wet and dry lands was 120 kalams. The lands 
in which Karannmai rights vested with Maluvaccakravarti and the Kadamai with the 
temple had a levy of 60 kalams. If there was a calamity of floods or heavy damage 
to crops the Tanattar of the temple shall inspect and on lands which had sustained 
crops the rates of levy shall be proportionately adjusted according to the rates prevailing 
in the surrounding command areas. The King confirmed the grant of land dues to 
the temple on the same terms as the Nagarattar had stipulated. 2 


It is interesting to note that Singikulam had a Jaina Palli. A general who figured 
in the campaigns of Mar. Sundara L Oruvarunarndán Enakku Nallaperumal alias Annan 
Tamil Pallavaraivar of Rà javiliipuram had set up a shrine called Nyayapar ipalapperumballi 
named Enakku Nallanayakar. For providing for worship one Adibhattarakan had 
purchased land from the Nagaram as Karanmai Palliccandam. 


On the supplication of the General the King remitted all land dues? and taxes 
and granted it as Palliccanda Iraiyili. 


In the south-eastern extremity of the coast lay Purattaya Nadu. Pusangudi alias 
Varagunapandya nagaram (identical with Ra jara japuram-corrupted now as Radhapuram) 
was a Nagara with occupants of land. To provide for daily offerings to 
Varagunai$varamudaiyar the Nagara granted a wet land 1 ma, in extent on which the 
Kadamai and the Kudinia dues were assigned to the deity. The Nagaram also undertook 
to themselves collectively discharge the ‘obligation. This was in AD 12183 A resident 
of the Nagara, Séndan Viman instituted a lamp service even earlier in the year AD 
1199 (Jat. Kulasekharan 9th year)" This mercantile township continued to the active 
even late in the 1570s when a new market was formed by an agent of Nayinàr mudaliar 
and others; it Was stipulated that the market fees shall be divided in the ratio of A 
as between the Siva temple and Alagapperumal, the Visnu temple.“ 


Angamangalam, lay to the north in Tiruccendur taluk. This was also a mercantile 
centre named Madurodayapperunderu.” Later its name had been changed to Vira 
pandyan Madigaimianagaram. The merchant community had provided for various 
services by levying a prescribed cess on the Commodities traded at 1/40 per panam.” 
A second grant by the same nagaram of the same kind on the shops set up was made 
in 32rd year of Mar. Kulasekhara L (AD 1301)" 
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We may ah notice some fragments of references available in other places. 


Munanjupatti (Nangunéri taluk); A damaged inscription of Vira Pandya's (4th 
< ` J .. = E ` ` Be DH F D ` Ld H Li D 
year) reign refers to a grant of land for service in the shrine of Ayyapolil Nangai 
ie. Durga? Fraginents from Pudiyamputtür (Ottapidaram taluk) copied recently refer 
to Nanadési® and to Tiaidizadanitiruvar of Alagiyapandyapuram, Uyyavandapattanarn.” 
A third fragment at Valluntdu refers to Jayahgondapandyapuram which might have 
o Cv. Ger: 
been a Nagare.“ 


Merchants from the Coia country had visited the Pandyan townships and endowed 
for services. In the Läb year of Rajaraja I (AD 999) a lamp was endowed in 
Tiruppottudaiyanayanar temple at Ambasamudram by a merchant Accan Uraiyan alias 
Coliarayaniayiletti of Kumaramarcindapuram in Tiraimür Nadu, on the south bank 
of Kaveri river“ 


Another merchant Vélan Téran endowed for a service in the temple at Attur 
(AD 1007)" A third instance is a lamp endowed in AD 1094 on behalf of a mer. “ant 
Tali Duvédi of Kulottungacólapattinam ie. Manamelkudi in eastern segmen’ of 
Milalaiküzram in the temple at Maramangalam (Srivaikuntam taluk) a Brahm: Iva 
then known as Coléndra Singa Cm in Parāntaka Valanadu A merchant ‘tom 
Pavitramanikkapattinam purchased land from the Mahasabha”® 


The endowments made in the Pandyan Townships were not only for the Siva 
and Visnu Temples but also as noticed already to nains and even Buddhist shrines 
or "Pailies". The term ‘Palli’ denoted also ‘places of worship of other religions like 
islam and Christianity’. 


The coasta! roadsteacss as Kayal and Dévipattinam and Pavitramanikkanpattinam 
that last in Kileembinádu, hed been frequented by the Arab and the Moorish and 
the Epyptien merchants. Some of their tombstones are also available. ^^ The earliest 
tomb of a Sailor, Sayed Ahmed son of Saidullah is dated AD 1272. An even 
earlier grant to a "Sonakapall? (à mosque of the Arabs and other foreigners) located 
at Pavitramanikkanpattinam in Kilcembinadu rear Tiruppullani by the King Mar. 
Sundara Pandya H (in about AD 1248-49) has been recorded in the front gopura 
entrance in Tiruppullani temple. It is to take effect that from the lOth year of the 
reign. The King was seated in the couch Malavarayan in the bedchamber in the 
palace at Madurai. 


The Sónakasimanitapalli alias Pilarpalli . . . . . was located the east 
Pavitramanikkampattinam in. Krleembinadu. it is interesting to note that the persons 
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in charge of the palli are referred as Alvar who had supplicated for the grant +5. 
[t was recommended by Anyyan Malavarayan, the Chief under the ruler. The grant 
was for the construction (Tiruppani) and for other services. The lands were in 
`Sokkam Kàranmaiküni, who had occupancy right to the South of the 
Pavitramanikkanpattnandal. The earliest assignments of taxes and grants were 
excluded and the residue was granted as "Sónakkappalli Sandi (iraiyali). e The taxes 
remitted were on the oil press (Sekku) and the occupancy lands in Amputtur four 
boundaries and the grant - content were antarayam, viniyogam in cash (accu) 
Kariyyavarytchi, Vettippattam etc. 


The oral order was attested by Tirumallinattu...... Uyyaninraduvan Viracola 
devan, Kurukulattarayan, Sevvirukkainattu Sakrapaninallür arayan Viradamudittàn 
Pallavarayan. 


The revenue executive order conveys ‘Marudur lands, black soil, dry, housesite, 
garden, tank, tank water spread and other lands’ together with the above mentioned 
taxes assigned, excluding the earlier grants for the "Sonakkapallisandi (worship) and 
for the maintenance of those in charge (jivanam). The Pandyan official Vilupparayan, 
Vikramapandva devan and Viradamudittan (Pallavarayan) referred to above attested 
the deed. “P 


The term "Sonakar" has been used to refere to the Yavanas (Greeks) and all 
those who came from afar from the west, from the Arabic, the Persian and the 
Gulf coasts as far as from Egypt. It may be noted that there was a vigorous 
commercial contact and horse trade especially during the period in South India 
which was solely handled by the Arabs. The roadstead Pavitramanikkanpattinam 
should be located on the Ramnad Fast Coast near Tiruppullani. 


“ar 


We may notice a few later inscriptions on the South East coast. 

The first is dated Kollam 563 (A.D, 1387, July 3lst) from Virapandyan pattinam 
(Tiruccendur Taluk) on the east coast" It gives the name of the township as 
Conadukondapattinam. A mosque the Jamadu Palli was named Udayamarttandaperurapalli. 
The Khadi (Khazi) was also named likewise. A levy of 1/4 panam per 100 panam 
of goods imported and exported from the roadstead was assigned to the mosque. " 
appears to be in the nature of a royal grant by the Tiruvadi Chief. 


The other two dated Kollam 668 (A.D. 1439) and Kollam 701 (A.D. i525) are 
from the lands and Muttam near Kumari” 


Two inscripucns at Muttam, in the fishermen s settlement about a mile north 
of Cape Comorin dated Kollam 668 and 701 are significant. They evidence the changing 
winds wafting over the pearl fishery coast and throw light on the sea-fishing that 
was an ancient occupation in the littoral. 
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The order of Kollam 669 (1494 A.D.) sanctioned the assignment of dues (kadamai- 
vagaiyili) from various fishing activities for providing oil (presumably coconut oil) 
for the lamps in the church at Kumari Muttam. 


The taxes so assigned were, the tax on madi valai (a kind of net or net used 
by fishermen in double catamarans) on every valai-valai (net used for catching valai 
on every salai-valai (net for sardines) on every hump net (sanal-valai) and on every 
boat (uru) laden with cargo for import or export | panam and | panam for every 
boat (valai virra samban) sold. In addition the share of paddy collected as brokerage 
(net eduppu) and other customary dues (sutantriyam) and the share of the fish due 
(to the King) for the catches in that haven viz, at Kumari-muttam, Kovaikulam Kumari 
muttam is on the Gulf of Manner lacing east. While Kovaikulam is facing the Arabian 
Sea about 2 miles west of Kanyakumari. 


Within the four boundaries of the arca specified the King also exempted the 
taxes on left hand and right hand castes the military levies (padai-panam) and piri 
sanda kanikkai (a tribute on brought in cargoes for distribution on or these boats 
which missed their destination (?) and other levies. 


These dues were ordered to be utilised for the palli (church) and for the services 
Q) (Odnikku) therein for all time. Stones were planted for the area so relieved of 
the obligations symbolising (sanketam) the grant. This order should be assigned in 
the ruling Venadu king Ravi Ravivarma. 


The dispensation of Kollam 701 (1525 A.D) was that of Udayamattanda varma. 
This recalls the notorious quarrel, violence and tyranny and black-mail and illegal 
confiscation of fish, and other activities in which the kudimakkal of Muttam Turai 
(fishermen) including elder Kankan and younger Kankan (ie. the headman of the 
community) were involved. The King interfered and put stop this unruliness and gave 
asylum to fishermen to live there in peace. The first order was given in the reign 
of Ravi Varma, and the second in the reign of UdayamarttandaVarma. They were 
both solicitous to the fishermen who had been converted to Christinity by the Franciscan 
and the Jesuit missionaries and the Venadu rulers granted several facilities to the 
Portuguese for trade in pepper. But these missionary activities posed a political threat 
as the Portuguese encouraged through the missionaries the converts to throw off 
allegiance to the native rulers and to swear loyalty to the King of Portugal. 


MADURAI DISTRICT 


Evidence of the Nagarams and trans-regional merchant community is available 
from Sinnamanur, on the Suruliyar belt and from Periyakulam. These being at the 
foot hills of the Ghats should have been active enterpots for hill produce moving 
from the west to the east, especially spices arecanut and also imports (like camphor) 
through the west coast. 
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A second segment of evidence is from the Nagaras on the Valgai belt to the 
west of Madurai but close to the capital city. 


in the 6th year of Jat Sundara the 18 Visayattar of the 4 Nagaras and their 
agents(Tarakar) met within the Tiruppülandural udaiya nayanar iemple and assigned 
` ain levies they made on commodities or products moving eastwards. That is to 
is the products moving from the western Cera country castwards to Madurai. They 
ny cotton cloth, arecanut, pepper. turmeric and dried ginger??? The rates of levy 


ma or 120 panam. 
Cotton fabrics - 1 Leien 
Arecanut pepper turmeric and dried ginger (for more that padakku) consignments 
| Kasu (Marppu) 


In the next vear (AD 1283) the Kilaivattai 18 Visavattar the 18 visayattar of the 
4+ Nagaras and their agents or brokers (Taragar) met in Vikramapandisvara ~ 
in EL 'allavan pad: üvidu and provided for maintaining a garden for the deity i 

linda. ai nayanar. The yield assigned is called ` patianappaguthi" - a c 
vl a yield of the merchandise-levy. The levies were arecanut (load on animals or 
draught bulls) proceeding north (to Periyakulam as and east (to Madurai) ma panam 
or 1/40 panam. 


Pepper Lmg or 1/20 panam. The relative values as between arecanut and pepper 
is 2vident. 


‘ds alsc. clas that there was more than one division among the 18 Visayattar 


About 4 or Š years earlier (AD 1278-79) the 18 visayattar of 4 Nagaras met at 
the same place and assigned levies on merchants for repairs to the temple. 


For arecanuts per one cattle-load 1 ma or 1/20 panam 
For pepper 2 ma or 1/10 panam 


For raising a western tower named after themselves levies on the commodities 
traded at the market in Uttamacólapuram, were at the following rates : 


Rice per cattle-load 120 panam 
Arecanut 120 panam 
Pepper VIO panam 


They assigned the following for the Margali festival conducted at their instance. 


On all commodities bought and sold in the Warehouses in the nadu 9 Kani per 
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panam (1/160) of proceeas. 


On commodities sold in the market, named Valangaimikamar Tirumandapam on 
the eastern side. 


Or arecanut - per podi - 1/40 panam 
Pepper per podi 1/20 panam 
The accountant of the Visayattar signed the grant deed? 


The mercantile constituents were active even in AD 1309. An incomplete inscription 
refers to several constituents 18 visayattar of the 4 Nagaras 18 visayattar of the [8 
Rajyas (Kingdoms), their Nattu cettis and Talacettis? A second reference to the 18 
visayattar of the 18 mandalams Conadu cettis Dalacettis (same as talacettis?) occurs 
in another inscription of the same year. The person who transacted business in the 
warehouses of Arikesarinallur and Srivallavanpadaividu were to pay per | panam 
mundirigai (1/320) and those who sell or trade with them at the warehouses mundirigai 
(1320) panam.” 


Sinnamanur was well located trading centre receiving the arecanut and spices 
from the western coast. They must have also traded in commodities needed in that 
coast from the plains to the east. 


Reference to a DeSiariya Erivirapattanam occurs in an inscription at Periyakulam 
ascribed to Mar. Sundara I (AD 1235)? The deity himself was named Eripadainayanar. 
There is also a reference to a tank constructed presumably by Rajendra Cola cilaicetti.” 
Fragments in Periyakulam refers to Padinen visayattar after whom the deity was 
named.” The mercantile settlement was in Alapangulam in Melnedungula Nadu.” That 
the place and the temple are identical with Periyakulam and Rajendra Coli$varamudaiyar 
temple therein is clear from a Nayak inscription.” 


Pandyan inscriptions m Kilkudalur refers to Annurruva mangalam.” An 
inscription recently copied from Kannappatti (Nilakkottai taluk) records the resolution 
of Padinenvisayattar of 4 Nagaram to levy | pudukkasu on the cattle loads of 
commodities proceeding east to Madurai and another % new Kasu similarly levied. 
The proceeds of the former were assigned to Udayi$varamudaiya Nayanar and the 
latter to Kannudaiya Vinnagar (Visnu temple)” 


Further east, along the course of the river Vaigai were located Tenkarai and 
Vikramangalam which were also trading centres. Both have extant evidence of their 
functiong from the time of Jat. Srivallabha towards the end of the llth century. A 
much damaged inscription in Tenkarai of the 2Ist year (AD IHI) refers among others 
to the Ayyapolil and Citrameli and Valangai and Idangai Sirudanam who have certain 
functions in the temple. The purport of the inscription is not clear." 
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The King. granted some lands to the temple at Vikramacolapuram." 
(Vikramangalam) 


Vikramangalam is clearly referred to as Desipattinam, Vikramacolapuram in 
Kallaga nadu. The Nagaram assigned the Kadamai in Dramam. (15 meni) 40 Dramam 
for the sandal pasts off ferings and the clothing needed. This amount was the proceeds 
of the landtax from Sengullam ayacut. 


The signatories to the grant deed were : 

Tavan periyan alias Masattuvayan 

Nambimudivillada mudalvan alias Danapalan 

Periyan Kuttana Nayan Colan 

Alvan alias Amarakon 

Nadananan Kondan Acakaiyanayan 

The Nagara accountant Bhuvaniraman cattamapiriyan. 


The composition of the Nagara was predominently of merchants! This was in 
AD DIL. The same Nagarattar 4 years later made a taxfree gift of 20 mā of land 
to the deity Madurodaya I$varam Udaiya Nayanar.’ 


In the 9th year of Jat. Sundara the Nagarattar who describe themselves as 
"Desipattanamana Ayyappolil Vikrama Colapuram"' sold an ayacut for lrasipanam 
10000 to one Alagiya Cirrambalamudaiyar a disciple of the Golakimatam (Kilaimatam) 
in Tirupparankunram. They also showed a concession in the land levies recoverable 
which shall remain intact even if the Nagaram was charged a lumpsum lease amourt 
or on crops that came to yield. They also charged 34 of the house-site tax on the 
matha. The constituents who signed the saledeed were mostly merchants? The same 
Nagaram in the l4th of Jat. Sundara sold a piece of land to another disciple of the 
same matha Srikayilayadévan alias Sivadevan as lrayili an ayacut in the western hamlet 
the Karanmai was to be enjoyed by the said Sivadévan but the Kadamai dues assigned 
to a goddess whom he had installed in the temple." 


Series of records in the Tirupparankunram temple are of interest. In a record 
of Jat. Kulasekhara (15th year) the Urar of Kulasékharapuram sold land tax-free to 
the temple: In a second record of the 3rd year of Sundarapandya the Urar of the 
same place gifted land to the temple.’ But in between the [3th year 365th of Jat. 
Kulasekhara the King issued orders remitting taxes of Kulasekharapuram for providing 
offerings to a deity Ksetrapala; (Bhairava) set up in the temple. To this order was 
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appended an ulvari forming Kulasekharapuram as a Nagara by clubbing together certain 
villages ordered in the 9th year." Apparently a number of merchants had taken residence 
and the place being close to the capital should have picked up mercantile activity. 
Hence the change in the character of the township. It incidentally shows the constitution 
of the Nagara by a royal order. The text unfortunately is not available to verify if 
any special concession or privileges were extended to the occupants consequent on 
this change. 


A fourteenth century inscription in Palani refers to a grant to a deity in Palani 
and the lands granted originally named ** Ayyapolil" was changed to ‘‘Avanivendaraman’’* 


The Nagaras in the Suruliyar, Vaigai and Sanmuga nadhi belts were located in 
strategic centres that connected the trade land-routes between the west coast and the 
Cera country beyond the Ghats and the plains to the east. The trade routes should 
have closely been along the roads on the river banks. 


It is however incorrect to get the impression that the trading organisations were 
confined only to the riverine tracts. The evidence is equally available from the dry 
belts and the uplands of Ramanathapuram. It is possible to locate places of mercantle 
activity tracing to the north of Coutralam-Tenkasi all along the foot of the ghats 
and then turn eastwards into the Vaippar basin and then cross the black cotton region 
rights upto the sea cast on the east. 


We may now turn to trace the history of these Nayanars located inthe Srivilliputtur 
Taluk and spread over the present Ramanathapuram dt. 


The ‘‘Manigramam’’ connection dating back to Parantaka's time at Coutralam 
has been already noticed as also the Nagaras or mercantile garrisons in the 
Erivirapattinam at Ambasamudram. Moving north on the foot hills region of the 
Western Ghats there were Nagaras at Seithur known in inscriptions as Semmaram 
alias Kula$ekharapuram in Anma nadu. Here the brother in law of Jat. Kulasékhara 
(D-Dth year - AD 1215) Viradamudittaperumal had installed a Visnu deity Cera 
narayanapperumal. Land-dues were assigned and the Nagara accountant had signed the 
deed.” At the instance of this benefactor a Karanmai gift was made in lands which 
bore assessment in the ayacut Nagarakulam in that Nagaram. The land-dues were made 
over as Devadana I ratyil" on half veli in extent. The Nagarattàr endorsed the grant 
and located the lands in Kulasekharapuram but carefully excluded 2 mā of land already 
granted to the deity at Tirumalirunjolai as a garden and | ma of land endowed to 
the Vadaperunkoil Udaiyan in Srivilliputtur." Among the signatories besides Amarakon 
a Muvendavelan a Kulasekharapattina svami Venda valandan Manikka devan 
Seyyakkon also figure. He was perhaps the Chief of the Nagara. 
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13 the tSr voar of Mor Sundari (AD 1220 the Nagarattar granted the Korina 
rigs in sane lands as “Pulumai V riti" (a service tenure for a poet) to a residence 
of Semmaram bv name Tiruvudaiyin Devan alias Pillai Cera. kom" 


Colaruram ta the north east of Seithur in the same Anma Nadu seems to be 

a Centre fer sale cf cleth cad had a habitetion of weavers, A number of urs ande 
their executives (K Grane xn) fisted below resolved to pay per cloth sott 1/80 of a panam 
(Kaniy and this levy was SM he payable bv those who came from outside the places 
named and sold their cloth in the places m »entioned. These urar who met were from 


Kannudoivaperur 

Mudivalangu Pandiantailur) 

Muludumavkkudi 

lrandu solidan, Ceturamakkurice: 

Kunrattur 

Samanta Kandon Viraéinga Nellür and Pandya Devakuricct 


The sigamorles were : Waludikon, Pándion, Alagaihon, Valavak kon, 
GE vraseidilaiiman, Tannilk6n, DEvankon and others whose names are not engraved.” 
en a command area in this Uttaraacolapuram was named Nanadesi" 


Eurther north east in Venbaikkudinadu there were — the Nagarattar of 
Udayamaritindapuram. Taere was a selilement or strect of cloth merchants therein 
(aruvaivünivaecerij^ in an insenpion of tho [oth year of Colan Tulai Konda Vira 
randya. Anothe: Nagara im iKuitangadi is referred. to in the reign of Ril jure ja (AD 
i007," The Nagara Ud. iyamarandaparam is identical with Küttatpudi as is cigar from 
A iagmient" A iater gnscription rers to the Nagarattar’s grant of 1 veli of land 
and a garden io its east? 


Vanacadonddéviparani was in druhj? adus Ho was a pon of the presen 
I utidalas katie. il Uk Zi» yw Cr d Cola uif ine Idien) (a sra ed some sands 
taking on ihosselves the obigation to pay tne bal dues.” 


Proceeding to the north east was Sengattirukkai idattu. veli (Aruppukkēttai). à 
number of inscriptions of the reign of Mar. Sunda ra Í refer to several streets occupied 
by various sections of merchants or other professionals. The oil-mongers resided in 
Pampa Mian bbe ideru. They collectively agreed to sell daily a poruon of oil. pressed 
(Nalvali Ennanuttal) per one gani receiving the price. The oil se sold was adequate 
for feeding 3 kunps'" There were weavers in the temple - appurtenant lands ^ The 


HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 153 


“Tennilangai Valafijiyar" (Valafijiyar of South Lanka) resided in Vikrama Pandyan 
perunderu in the same place." One among them Sekal Sevakattevan alias Iluppaiyar 
Kilavan installed an image of a goddess. The Valanjiyars figured prominently in the 
Polannaruva inscription guarding the Buddha Temple there.” 


The same benefactor also installed the image of Ilinga purana devar.%A 


There was yet another third street in the same township. Sivalavan perunderu 
alias Désiaciriya (asraya) pattanam. A resident therein purchased a tank ayacut from 
the temple priests and the vendor was to pay 4 kalams per ma and 16 meni drama 
1⁄4 on fields which yielded. 


This place was very prosperous. The **Nagaram" denoted not merely the merchants 
or traders but also professionals. They were residing in different streets or settlements 
in a homogenous groups. The Valanjiyars who had originally colonosed Srilanka were 
also spread in the homeland but were distinctly categorised as the Valanjiyar of South 
Lanka. 


A fragment of an inscription recently listed'5 from Kamudi palaeographically 
dated in the 10th century gives the Prasasti of an organisation consisting of the members 
of the different guilds such as is Nadu, Pattinams and 32 Velar puram. etc. It refers 
at the end to a number persons designated as Kavarai Ilanjingam hailing from different 
places. Tarangadi, Manabharani$varam etc. This could be linked with the transmercantile 
organisations which assigned portions of their levies to the temple at Sinnamanur. It 
may be the aññurruvar mercantile body which usually sported this form of Prasasti.!% 


More information is forthcoming from Tiruppattur Taluk where there were a 
number of Nagarams and from the east coast of Tiruvadanai Taluk and a later date 
from Sivaganga. The evidence yielded by these inscription is set out below. 


The most important of these inscription is the one from Piranmalai and it deserves 
detailed notice.” 


The inscription has three parts. The first, the Prasasti in Sanskrit and Tamil which 
is found repeated or abridged in many places. It is reproduced in annexure I to this 
chapter. This is somewhat different in form though in its content it is similar 
to the detailed Prasasti from Mysore reproduced by Prof. Sastry in his 
“A Tamil merchants guild in Sumatra. "* 


The second part lists a number of Annurruvar Viz. 18 Visayattar. 
(1) Ettai Vattai Edaivattai Kalir Tisaivilanku Tisai ayirrattainnurruvar. 


(2) Erusattu Eranguéattu Tisaivilangu Tisai ayirattannürruvar 
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(3) Arraivaiai Aruvattai Narattarai Nalvattarai Tisaivilangu Tisai ayirattu 
Annurruvar 
(4) Arangal Tarangalir Tisai vilangu (Tisaiayirattu aññurruvar) 
(5 Nadu Nagarangalir Tisaivilangu Tisaiayirattu afriurruvar. 


Of these the meaning of 1, 3 and 4 is not clear. Item 2 might refer to the export 
and import merchants of the Annürruvar with trade connections abroad. Item 5 might 
refer to the annurruvar engaged in inland trade. 


Then follows a number of Nagarattar 

(1) Keralasinga Valanadu - Aruvimanagara (Aruviyur) Kulasekharapattinam 
(2) Dvarapati Nadu - Eripadainallur - Vadamattai 

(3) Piranmalai - Pudutteru - Ceranarayanapuram 


(4) Kadalagaiyadilangai Konda Cola Valanadu - Urattür Kürram - Kodumbaltr 
Manigramam Nagaram 


(5) (Keralasinga Valanadu) 
Tirukkottiyur - Maniyambalam Nagarattar 

(6) Kéralasinga Valanadu - Alagapuram - Seliyanarayanapuram 

(7) Ayyapolil Valanadu - Kalvayil Nadu - Sundarapandyapuram 

(8) Kalavalinadu - Alagaimanagar - Jayangondacolapperunderu and Mandaligai 
Gambhirapperunderu 

Of the 12 Nagaras, Jayangondacolapuram Karuvür Kannapuram, Pattali Talaiyür 
Rajarajapuram, Kiranur are specified as having met together with the above. 


They claim that the temple tank the Matha and temple precints of Alagiva 
Tiruccirrambala Nayanar and Margavagai tirtha mudaliyar at the following at the 
foothills of Tirukkodunkunram in Tirumalai Nadu (Piramalai) were under the protection 
of the 18 Visayattar. They all hence met at the temple precincts and agreed on the 
Darmakarya to contribute the proceeds of levies on various commodities products they 
traded in. 


The third part follows containing a schedule of levies according to the size or 
volume of the commodities or number of products. (Annexure ID This part of the 
inscription has been examined in detail elsewhere by mein 
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The inscription is also significant in that it throws additional light on the signatory 
constituents (Annexure III) They commanded this grant be reduced to writing, 


A similar grant by the trading classes of 18 visayam has been made to 
Tirukkolakkudi.'^ The inscription has been ascribed to the 14th century. 


Sivapuri was a Brahmadeya named Nrupasekhara Cm in Pandya inscriptions but 
in an inscription of Kulottunga - I (AD 1087) it was named Colamarttanda Cm, Its 
western hamlet was Vilupparayanallur alias Alappirandanallir Küttakkudi. The Siva 
deity therein was named Ayirattafifurruva [Svaramudaiyar. A merchant from Irattapadi 
alias Danmapolil Kéttaneravi purchased a land from a Brahmin Moéi Visnu Jadavedan.""! 
The land was purchased by his father as Sabha vilai (purchased from the Sabha) and 
inherited by the vendor. The gift of land purchased by Arasumadalai Kuttan alias 
Sivakarunaiyar a merchant of the Manigramam of Kodumbilir to the deity at Sivapuri 
(AD. 1105) has already been referred to!” 


Another Nagara in the same Kéralasinga Valanádu Ariviyür was close by. It 
had merchants settled in Nanadesipperunderu.' 


In the 6th year of Jat. Srivallabha (AD 1096) a merchant residing in that street 
Ariyalur udaiyan Tillainayaka Tarunéndu Sekharan purchased from a Brahmin Moéi 
Sattapiran Vàmanan land for which he who paid the price. A Capital amount was 
deposited with the Sabha of the Nrpasékhara Cm, the adjoining Brahmin township 
to defray the land dues from its proceeds. 


The 17th and 18th year of King Sri Vallabha inscription, however refers to 
Aruviyür as Desiuyyavandapattinam. There was a Vinayaka temple for which 1 ma 
of land was endowed after purchase. 


An year earlier (AD 1107) a merchant from DéSiuyyavandapattinam "Tag javur 
Kilavan Vadukan Uyyakkondan created a garden and provided for its maintenance 
l kasu was the district to defray the cost of supply of clothings per year. He deposited 
ll kalañju 6 man jadi of gold as the capital for the purpose of supplying paddy and 
clothings." 


In the 24th year of the same king Alagiyamanavalan Udaiyanambi purchased 
land and a housesite for setting up a Matha at Sivapuri and named the matha after 
himself. The vendor was Setti Jatavedan.'' 


A merchant of Aruviyur deposited cash 26 Narpalankà&u and another granted 
lands in the 6th and 9th year of Mar. Vikrama (Circa AD. 109%)" 


` 
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In the reign of Mar. Sundara I (AD i224) Aruviyur changed its name as 
Kulasékharapattinam presumably after the ruler's predecessor Jat. Kulasékhara I'^ A 
merchant installed the image of the deity Dakshinamurti. 


In the 10th year of Jat. Vira Pandya the Sabhaiyar of Nrpasekhara Cm received 
from a merchant of Kulasékharapattinam (Aruviyur) 12 Palankasu as deposit for 
defraying the land tax and dues to the township and another 7 Palankasu as the price 
for the land sold by them." 


Aruviyür must have been a populous mercantile township. A number of grants 
were made by the residents to the temples at Sivapuri Caturvedimangalam and elsewhere. 


We hear of several other mercantile townships like Marudangudi Niyamam 
Velangudi and Alagapuri from Pillaiyarpatti and Piranmalai inscriptions. 


A royal order is addressed to three merchants, Marudangudi merchant Kunran 
Udaiyan and others Niyamam Solaiperran and others and Alagapuri merchant 
Vedavanamudaiyàn. This is dated 26th year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1232). The three 
merchants had purchased land in Marudangudi and were paying land tax. They were 
asked to pay ⁄2 Palankasu on the same terms as were already paid by one of the 
Alagapuri merchants Adikaran on the south bank." 


Another inscription of Vikrama Pandya (12th year) refers to a merchant of 
Jayangondacolapperunderu who installed a goddess of the bed-chamber and provided 
for the food offerings?! The slab mentioned the "Kalaiyarkalan"" being the name 
of a street (in the lOth century script) has already been referred ol" 


A Konérinmaikondan inscription (Oh year) refers to a purchase of land by the 
Nagarattar of Afinürruvan perunderu. The 4 ma of land was separated from the lands 
paying taxes in the Nadu but were to pay at ihe same proportion as those taxes separately. 


The land so sequestered was renamed Rajanarayanapuram which the Nagarattar 
could colonise.'” 


The inscription becomes more intelligible from the details see out in a record 
of the I8th year of Mar. Kulasekhara I (AD 1286). That is a title deed issued by the 
Adalaiyür Nattar Kalvayilnattu Kilvagai nattu nattavar, Kilkundarru nattavar all in 
Kéralagihga Valanadu to the Nagarattar of Inam Karikudi Anfurruvapperunderu. The 
latter had purchased earlier 4 ma of land from Marudangudi Urar. The Nattar agreed 
to collect land levies in proportion at the rates in vogue in the Nadu” 


Alagapuri referred to above was also known as Celiyanarayanapuram. A merchant 
set up the image of Tiruvambalapperumal (naming the deity after himself) and the 
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same merchant Manar Kudaiyan Porpatikkunayagan Tiruvambalapperumal alias 
Peruficadirakkuberar paid also 70 Soliyapalankasu the interest on which was used for 
providing rice and other condiments to feed the new deity. The merchant bearing 
the same name also set up an image of Daksinamurti who was to be offered food 
at 2 nali per day"* and also the image of Tiruvàdavür Nayanar Manikkavasagar"" 
in Jat. Vira Pandya's reign. 


Vélangudi in Pungunra Nadu a Vaniyanagaram. The residents therein gave a 
grant of Padikaval dues to the deity. The merchants residing and trading in the temple 
precincts paid 2 kāśu per year. They also levied a cess on the commodities sold - 
like pepper arecanut at 2 kau per podi paddy 1 kasu per podi, rice 2 kasu per podi 
(load) cotton 2 kasu per podi 1 kasu per podi of salt. This was at the request of the 
Chiefs and the Urar of Velangudi The oil mongers of the place agreed to give 1 
Kam of pinnakku (gingely dry cakes) per pilavu. (ie, per 1 unit of oil per extracted 
in the press) The term “Vaniya nagaram"' should refer to the professionals of oil 
mongers and the traders” l 


The merchants had also the obligation to pay a fraction of the sale proceeds 
of commodities measured by (liquid or grain measure) and those weighed in balance 
and those counted in number. These dues were taken on lease (pattom) in auction 
Kalavalinādālvan in a grant transferred these dues payable to him by the merchants 
to the temple of Suradeva Isvara. 


For those measured - | nali per kalam (1/96) 
For those taken and weighed - 1 palam for 1 weighment 
For those counted - | per 100 


These rates shall be collectable in all places where the weighing balance or measure 
is used - ie. in all market-places.'” 


Gifts by individuals are also noticed as in Paganeri (sivagangai Taluk) A merchant 
from Mathür alias Vira Pandyapuram in Perumbu Nadu. Maniyanallur udaiyan Pandya 
perumal alias Vanigapura Nagarattar excavated an ürani and provided for its 
maintenance. Apparently it was a drinking water source.'° The king received a brokerage 
fee (on trade) in a merchant street that in Paganeri which he assigned to the Kandadeva 
Iévaramudaiyar temple at Paganeri."! 


Fragments of inscription with the Prasasti of Jat. Kulasekhara refer to a Nagaram 
of Kala nilai!” 


Tirukkolakkudi was a sacred place held in veneration by several surrounding 
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Nattars. A Nagara settlement in their township named Sundarapandyapperundéru seems 
to have existed. An undated inscription refers to the benefactions done bv the Nagarattar 
of Sundara Colapuram alias DeSiugandapattanam in Tenkonàdu in Ollaiyür Kurram 
in Kadaladaivatilahgai konda cola Valanadu (in Pudukkottai district) In recognisation 
of their services the temple authorities authorised some honours to them during the 
Ath day festival." The Padinen visayattar, the merchant community made a levy on 
mercandise on communities articles like salt. turmeric dried ginger and made a grant 
of the proceeds ir. cash. This was also a benefaction of Sundaracolapuram.' In S 1377 
- (AD 1455) - a merchant from Ilayaitakudi alias K ula$skharapuram installed an image 
of Candrasekhara.'* 


An individual merchant from the same place reinstated a new idol of the Goddess 
as the earlier one had become worn out (Irandu pogayil) The Nagarattār in the 
sundarapandya big street in Tirukkólakkudi and the temple authorities honoured the 
benefactor. It is clear that Tirukkolakkudi itself had a street of merchants. Further 
benefactions by the merchants of Sundaracolapuram are noticed!" in Tiruk kalakkudi 
which was an important centre. 


Benefactors from Tlayattakudi (Kulaekbarapuram alias Kalaiyarkalapperunderu) 
also renovated at Kalaiyarkoil the kitchen which get damaged and the walls were 
demolished during the Muslim incursions in S !433-AD 151e 


The merchants of Elagapperunderu alias Virapandvapuram also had a share in 
i: gleew Xd 
rebuilding the Kalaiyarkoil temple.” | 


Kalanivayil itself was a residential location of the merchants and named 
Srivallavapuram even in an inscription of Jat. Srivallabha. (AD 1101) A merchant of 
the place purchased lands in Sirrattur and endowed them for food offerings for the 
deity at Unjanai Malavacakravartisvaramudaiyar.'” 


An inscription at Tittandatanapuram dated AD 1264 in the reign of Jat. Vira 
Pandya is significant. It records an agreement by the Afijuvannam Manigramam. 
Samatapandasali and others residing in the village promising to levy certain taxes on 
the commodities sold and purchased to supplement the expenses of rebuilding in the 
temple of the deity Sarva tirtham udaya Nayanar. The work had been commenced 
by Vadugalvar the daughter-in-law of Sivanéri udaiyar Akalanka Nadalvar and the 
daughter of Vijayalaya Muttaraiyar."' The reference to Afijuvannam and Manigramam 
which were ancient trading organisation extending to overseas trade is significant. Its 
occurrence in a village on the Tiruvadanai coast on the east is quality important. 


Devipatnam was known as Ulagamádévipatnam. It had another name 
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Sirilangomangalam in Sevvirukkai Nadu. A number of inscriptions from the time 
of Mar. Sundara II (AD 1238-1251) attest the existence of the mercantile residents here 
who constituted the Nagara. A benefactor had purchased lands from the Nagarattar 
and endowed it for food offerings to a new deity installed by him. On the supplication 
of the Sivabrahmanas the King rendered the lands tax-free besides granting the land 
proceeds of several other villages in the two Nadus in Koluvür Nadu and in Idaikula 
Nadu (AD 1244)" l 


This deity is described as the lord of Bhogīśvaram Sēthumūlam (on the highway 
to Sethu - ie. Ramēsvaram) in the sea-shore or beach (Sirukadarkarai in Sevvirukkai 
Nadu. In the 4th year of Jat. Vikrama a significant grant was made by order of the 
King.” It consisted of the tax proceeds from within Pirakkudi alias Sivallavapattanam 
shore and the roadstead (Kariyam, Tiraiyum) ie. the beach and the landing place. Besides 
the usual land tax. Kadamai and antarayam payable in cash other tax proceeds were 
from the following : 


Ponvari - Tax in cash; coinage fee. 

Kaikani - An offering for the King's officers for transcribing orders. 
Kaitittu - An offering for written or attested orders. 

Padipaccai - Vegetables, green prescribed per day. 

Viniyogam - Distributed levies 

Ugavai - Presents contributed on auspicious occassions 

Peruvari - Major taxes 

Tiruvelucci - Offerings at the time of the King's visit. 


Tiruabhiseka ugavai - Presents at the time of coronation. 
Karpuravilai - commuted land levy. 
Kariyavaraycci - Court fee. 


Kurrattandam - fines levied for crimes investigated or detected. 


Pari jupili - On cotton produce. 
Sandivigrahapperu - levies for war and peace; 
Vettimuttaval - Corree or free labour 


Eccoru - feeding messengers of the King, Nadu, etc. 


Kurrarici 


ldaitturai 


Sekkirai 

Tariyirai 
Tattolippattam 
Turaival eruvana 
iranguvana, eduppana 
niruppana, virippana 
pidippana, clappana 
mugappana 


Alugar carakku 
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- Fee on hulling paddy. 
- Cash levy, the imprtance of which is not clear - 
a professional levy on sheepbreeding ? cattle ? 

- Tax on oil - pressing gunny 

- Tax on looms. 
- Tax on Smithies 

- On commodities loaded on to the boat. 

- On commodities unloaded or hand-lifted 

- on weighments or cloth, spreads 

- On containers or liquid measures or measured 
- a measure of capacity (mukattal) 


- Perishables 


Angadippattam(included) - Tax on shops 


pattom - (all leases or auction or rentals) 

Sirrayam - minor taxes 

Perayam - Major taxes 

Mayirai - Tax on trees (Mava irai) 

Tala oppu - head loads levy ? 

Madi mada vari - monthly levies or levies per one lunar cycle - or on 
fishering nets ? madi 

Tonikkadamai - The tax on boats. 

Kedupadai - Obligation to maintain roads in repair. 


Maramasa sadi vilai (Maramaccadivilai) - The tax on catamarans and fish catch 


Paduvaram - Tax for exchange of lands 


Sanattupprapti - 


(Kanattupprapti) - Levy for planting poles (Kalnattu ?) 


HISTORICAL. GEOGRAPHY 161 


(Kanattupprapti) 


Unlike the community levies this is a royal grant of dues payable to the King. 
The individual import of such levies is not clear. But from the sense as far it could 
be made out, they have been rendered above."! 


This list though long can be classified under the following heads : 
(1) Land levies 

(2) Levies on professions 

(3) Levies on trade and mercandise 

(4) Levies on fish catch and boats 

(5) Occasional obligations and services 

(6) Presents on auspicious occasions 

(7) Court fee for enquiry; fines leviod for crimes investiaged 

(8) Levies on yield of crops, greens and cotton etc. 

(9) Miscellaneous 


As against the royal grant of tax proceeds above, in the 3rd year (?) of Mar. 
Kulasekhara I (AD 1271) the Nanadésis met at the entrance gate or in front of the 
temple of Bhogisvarar (which was here named as Sundarapa(ndya pattanam ?). They 
resolved to remit to the deity for the entrance named after the Nanadeésis proceeds 
of the community levies : 


At this roadstead and all roadstead they the Nànadesis frequent for a smaller 
ship (sirruru) % for a boat '4 panam, They also proceeded to specify levies on those 
who moved the cargoes loaded on to the vessels- 

cloth - 1 bundle - 1⁄& panam 

arecanut, pepper and other condiments (Karuncarakku) 


For cargoes of other mandalams - also these levies shall apply. For one head 
load 1 ma 120 panam’ 


Devipattanam was a much frequented roadstead and the Nanadesis embarked and 
disembarked therefrom. They have made a voluntary levy for the entrance to the 
temple they had built and maintained and named after themselves. 
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Finally, Kilakkarai was another roadstead where pearl fishers was active. The 
inscriptions of the 16th century refer to the **Padinen visayattar of the 4 ports” making 
contributions from the levies made on pearl-fishing. Though they belong to a later 
date, the evidence is valuable and gives an idea of the levies on pearlfisheries. 


In S 1453 (AD 1531-2) the 18 visayattar of the 4 ports decided to forego the 
levy on pearlfishing payable to them (?) Kuli - muttu vendam enru Karpittu) instead 
they decided that those who sold pearls at Kilakkarai shall pay % panam per 100 pearls 
for the repairs and services to the Vinayagar temple."* 


Fourteen years later (AD 1545-46) the Nayak chief, Tummusi Nayakkar granted 
to the 18 visayattar of Ninaittadu Mudittan Pattinam (Kilakkarai)" A Sarvamanya 
except that they pay Madiccilaivari on (fishing nets) and Kaval. (watch and way) 


This was to be in vogue together with the Manya (grant) called ‘‘cettu’’8 The 
purport of this is not clear. Presumably the traders were freed from obligations other 
than those specified. 


A SUMMING UP 


The Pandyan Kingdom was studded with Nagaras habitats of merchants. But the 
Nagarattar did not only denote inland traders but merchants who traded overseas. The 
term donoted manufacturers like oil mongers (vaniyar) and other productive agencies 
including pearlfisheries. 


Three categories of the Nagarattar can be distinguished. The Nagarattars who were 
resident and had land occupancy undertaking collective responsibilities for land 
settlement, sales and collection of land-dues to the King, In these respects they were 
functioning in the same manner as the Urar. Indeed some Urs had deliberately changed 
their character into a Nagara and indications are that the King had granted such a 
change. It is hence found that some of the Nagaras had a mix of the agricultural 
occupants of land together with merchants who also had land-holdings. 


The second category noticed were the Valanijiyar or Erivirapattinam. They were 
soldiers and guardsman who escorted caravan or traders moving from place to place. 
But they were also resident in specified locations but were mobile. The Valafijiyars 
were perhaps closely allied to “Vira banaju" in Kannada areas. They had been engaged 
also as mercenaries to guard temples monasteries and in Srilanka the Buddhist shrines. 


The third category were the Annurruvar or Manigramam or the Nanadésis and 
as one late inscription refers the Anjuvannam. These were not only inland traders 
but also sea faring, carrying mercandise. The articles of trade were mostly cloth and 
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spices and camphor and sandal or akil. To this group can be added the horse traders 
of the Malai mandalam and the traders in gems and precious stones from the western 
India. 


From the data adduced above, it is noticed that there was more than one Nagara 
in a Nadu or Valanadu. Kéralasinga Valanadu had several such Nagaras being the 
concentration of the Nagarattar community which extended to Kana Nadu or 
Kadaladaiyadu ilangai Konda cola Valanadu (In Pudukkottai), Tiruvaludi Valanadu, 
Kila Vembu Nadu had each several Nagaras within. The statement of Kenneth 
R. Hall that “there was one Nagara for each Nadu’’ would hence require revision. 


A striking feature is that the Vaniyar and other professionals resided in one 
street and that was named as Nagara. There was homogeneity in the composition 
of the residents and it helped serve the identity of interest they shared. It also enabled 
them undertake collective responsibilities and act as an organised body of producers. 
They acted through their executive agents the Karanavar or Samunjitan. The Chief 
of the Pattanam (mercantile township) was Pattinasvami. We notice some of them 
signing the Samaya-Karyam, the collective community-decisions. The share of the 
community levy assigned for charitable purposes was ‘‘Pattinapagudi - a proportion 
of the levies on articles of merchandise. 


Trade was brisk between the west coast and the eastern plains Many of the Nagaras 
were entrepots situated at the foothills where the commodities arrived and then moved 
eastwards to Madurai or Tirunelveli and other places. This is illustrated by the Nagaras 
situated all along the Western Ghats and especially where there were passes as at Thovala 
the Aryankavu in and near Periyakulam besides Palani. 


The Nagara community had sections within such as Silai Cettis, Danmasettis but 
the basis of this distinction is not clear. We notice elsewhere Brahmasettis but they 
are hard to come by in this tract. 


Even among Tisaiayirattu aññüurruvar as noticed above, there were five categories 
that the specific impact of anyone of them is not clear. The 18 visayas continue to 
be cited even in the l6th century inscriptions. That they were spread over the entire 
Cola and the Pandyan Kingdoms and had continued to carry on their trade unaffected 
by the political changes is quite evident. Even Manigramam for instance, which has 
figured in an inscription of Parantaka I at Coutralam is a party to an agreement of 
the 13th century at Tittandatanapuram. 


We have greater evidence available about the functioning of the Nagara in the 
land administrations and its contributions to the economy of the temples within in 
particular. They assiduously assigned lands for reclamation. They constructed tanks for 
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irrigation for bringing the land under wet cultivation and extension of such cultivation 
They also constructed Urams or drinking water ponds in the townships, especially in 
the dry red lands of the Sivagangai-Tiruppattar Tract. 


The Littoral i1 the Ramnad coast and in Tirunelveli had a number of roadsteads 
"hr: big and small frequently visited these roadsteads. The merchants, importers anc 
"Aporters buyers and sellers agreed to contribute a fraction of their saleproceeds for 
ere table purposes and maintenance of temples or public utilities. This generous 
ii bution of coliective levies extended to the maintenance of services in Jaina Pallis. 
to peun mos pues and to the Christian churches of the later times. 
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ANNEXURE - I 
TEXT OF THE PRASASTI 


SRI BHUMI DEVI PUTRANAM KSARAKSEROTHA PURVINAM JAYANTI 
CETRALOKANAM RAJYA PARIPALAKANAM 


SARVALOKA HITARTHAYA CITRAMELI SASANAM 


TRIBHUVANASRAYA BHANDU SATAVIRASASANAM LAKSANA LAKSMI 
VILASALANKRTA VAKSASTALA BHUVANAPARAKRAMAM | SRI VASUDEVA 
SAHAYAKAM DEVI MULABHADRA LOKHA SRI AYMPOLIR 
PARAMESVARIKKUM BHUMIDEVIKKUM MAKKALAGI NILAGAL AMINRA 
MADICODA PONGU MADAVIDI PADINETTU PATTANAMUM, 32 
VALARPURAMUM 64 KADIGAI TAVALAMUM TAVALATTIRUNDU TANMAI 
VALARKUN CETTIYUN, CETTI CIRAPPUDANUM, TAVAMONRILLADA 
TANMAYYOLUKKATTU, KAVARAI TANNODU KASYAPAN VIDUTTA 
CAMUNDESVARIYUM, URUTTIRAN VIDUTTA OLAI VARIYANUM UNNIY ADU 
MUDIKKUM ONDIRAL VIRAR PANNIRUTARATTU PANISEY MAKKALUM 
MUNNIYAGA MALAVOLIVALARKKUM MUTTAMIL PADALODADA LO 
VÀ VILAVUM VELVIYUM, VILANGIYA VIDIYADAI TENGUM PALAVUM, 
TEMANJOLAIYUM CANDANAVELI CANBAGA POLILUM, VALATYUM, 
KAMUKUM VALARKODIMULLAIYUM, PUVAIYUM, KILLAIYUM, POLIVODU 
SULA VATTAMINRI KUTTAM PERUGA ARAM VALARA, KALIMEVIYA 
PUGAL PERUKAPPAGAI PANIYA TISAI ANAITTUM SEVIDUPADAR 
CENGOLE MUNNAKARUN CEMBOR PASUMPAIYE DEIVAMAGIYUM, 
KSAMAIYENODUM, KARUNAIYEYDA SAMAYATANMAI INIDU N ADATTI 
NIKATANINRA NANGU TISAI SAMASTALOKA PADINENVISAYATTOMUM' 
ETC. 
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ANNEXURE - I 


A table of the commodities traded and the rates of levy fixed 
by the community regulation for Piranmalai Temple Endowment : 


OO —) ON tA + L NO 


Commodity Cam Pothi Pakkam [ed 
(D (2) OI (4) (5) 
(all in kasu) 

Salt 10 l A A 
Paddy 10 l V — 
Rice 20 2 l — 
Greengram 20 | GH = 
Pulses 20 l Ge — 
Castor-oil seeds 10 Ys de — 
Arecanut -— 4 2 — 
Pepper — 5 2, — 
Turmeric -— 3 IVA — 
Dried Ginger = 3 I^ x 
Garlic 
Mustard — à I^ — 
Cumin Seeds 
Kadu pelli Tanduri (Myrobalam) — l Ge — 
Iruppu (iron) 20 2 l — 
Cotton 10 12 l de 
Yarn 20 5 2, 2 
Coarse cotton cloth — 10 5 — 
Fine cloth — 20 5 5 
Ulandu pili (dried medicinal herb) 
(K.VS. Iyer takes it to mean a 
a kind of thread) — — — 5 
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Commodity Cat Lou) Poti  Pakkam en 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

(all in kasu) 
21 Wax — 10 5 4 
22 Honey (per pot) — 4 — — 
23  Gingelly — 4 2 1 


24 Rough silk or hessian 


(Koni kai pattu) — 2 l 1 
25 Sandal — 30 — — 
26 Akil (per load) — — 30 — 
27 Silk and cotton (per load) — — 30 — 
28  Rose-water (per pot) — — X) — 
29 Wig (per load) — — 30 — 
30  Camphor oil (per load) — — 20 — 


3| Sandhu, civet, Jawadu (per horn) 
(Perfume applied to forehead) — — D — 
(For the last six itemsm for head loads ` % of the Pakkam rates) 


2 Draft bull — Kasu 2 
33 Horse — Accu Lé 
34 Elephant — Accu % 


Note: 1 The high value were charged at rates as per lower limit of weighment or 
volume. 


2 A Srirangam record of A.D. 1156 gives the equivalent Kasu per 1 Accu as 
9% Kasu; if this can be presumed to the current exchanged rate, the horse 
were charged 2-5/16 Kasus and elephant at 45/8 Kasus. 


(Srirahgam record No. : 125 of South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. XXIV - AR 
68 of 1936-37) Accu was a coin of higher denomination than Kasu. 
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ANNEXURE - Hi 

LIST OF SIGNATORIES IN PIRANMALAI INSCRIPTION 
Kali Mandala manisal of Jeyangondacolapuram 
Samaya cakravarti 
Atkondan alias Sivapattan 
Kudandaiprryan 
Soman Vilumban aiias Uraiyurudaiyan 
Abhimana colapurattu Ambalavan Jeyangonda Cola Cilai Cetti and others. 
Péttaiyil Udaiyan Abattukkattan 
Tottipuram alias Rz jakesaripurattu Tavalak kondan 
Sivapada&ékharapurzttu Kali Mupperudaivan 
Samayapurandaran 
Colapandyé purattu Kolundan udaivan Samayamantri 
Manikkandan 
Pallikongandan 
Kottaikaraiyan alias Kolarisekharapurattu 
Kürran Sevan 
Karuvür Vanigaimanagaram: Mudivalangu colapurattu 
Pilal Kananattu Cem Manikkan Eripattandan 
Talaivas mallu Nanziutavsr kan 
Kirantr Udaiyan Kongu mandala Ciaicett: 
Kannapura.iu Devan Samayamada 
Mudikondattu cola Cokkaghanasambancarn 
Korranürudaiyan Mandalasvami Kudirat Cettigalii 


Vanigar Narayanan 
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L SIL SIS) 
SII XIX/235 
598/1926 The text is not available 
SII VIII/442 
ARE 6065/1917 
310/1918, 311/1918, 312/1018 
308/1918, 312/1918, 315/1918 
Ibid - 315/1918, 318/1918 
316/1915 
10. 425/917 
J. 316/918 (Marandai - Tenkasi tk) 
D. 615/917 Vatteluttu inscription 


D SII XIV/146 j 
Prof. K.A. Nitakanta Sastri considers this (13th year of Jat. Sundara cola pandya) the first reference 
to be noticed. (A Tamil merchant Guild in Sumatra, South India and South East Asia p. 240; 
(Gita Book House) 


M. SII XIV239 

D 335/916 

l6. 365/1916 

I7. 348/1916 

18 363/916 

IO 367/1916, 360/1916 

20. 371/1916 

JL SH XIV/134, Ibid/180 
22. SIL XXIIIAIO 

23. [bid All 

24. SII XXIII/98 

25. 6511916 

26. 0614/1916 

27. SII XIV/SB 

28. EI V/p. 436, "B -Parántaka I (40) 
29. ARE 418/1900 

30. ARE 426/1906 
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ARE 4251906 
427 & 428.1906 Manur 
SII V/449 
461927 (unfinisned) 
261198081 

SII V/4I5 

SII V/439 

S V'447 

SII V/434 

SH V/427 

SII V/433 

SII V425 

SH V/443 

SII V/423 

No. 52/1927 
362. 266/1980-81 
255/1941 

257 & 259/1941 
260/941 
261/194] 
263/1943 
269/1941 
350/1930 
352/1930 
357/930 

356, 357/1950 
363, 364/1949-50 
3691950 Also 370/1950 (They are but fragments unfortunately) 
50194445 
250/1981 

255, 256/1981 
4,1916 

SH XHL241 
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64. 392/930 
65. SII VIII/445 
66. [bid/445 


66A Please see my personal names from the Pandyan Part of Kayal (Current problems and methodologies 
South Indian Epigraphical Research - Annamalai University - pp. 52-53. 1997.) 


66B Ibid. p54. 

66C Sandi (SIC) fer sanda(m) 
66D SII VoL VIII / 402. 

67. 3196364 

67-A The “Collected papers" - at pp. 226-227 
67-B SII XXIII/443 Sinnamanur 
68. SIL XXIIL434 

69. Ibid No. 430 

70. {bid No. 43i 

7L Ibid No. 429 

72. SU XXIIDAB 

73. Ibid 416 

74. Ibid 41, 412 

75. Ibid 409 

76. lbid 410 

77. 279/65-66 

78. Copied in 1921-92 

79 SU XIV25I 

80. Ibid 262 

613/1926 

616/1926 

SU V/303 

6171926 

ARE 240/942 

ARE 245/1942 

ARE 243/1942 

SII XVIU40OI 

235/1941 


SS s SG EG P 
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236,194] 
337/1941 
248/1941 
SII XXVI/SI7 
Ibid 515 


94A Ibid 518 


101. 
102. 


SII X1V/94 

SH XXVI S02 

SII Ibid 505 

[bid 504/Palaeo : 12th century unfortunately these are all fragments 
332.1930 (Sattür) 


402/914 (AD 1221) **Nàlvalimuttai" or Ennai muttai might mean a spoon. of oil for oil pressed 
per day per gani. 

403/1914 

406.1914 (AD 1224) 


i03-A 407/1914 (AD 1224) 


412/1914 (AD 1230) 
96/1974-75 (the text is not available) 


Please see the text of Loboe Toewra inscription at p. 6-7 and Dr. Karashima's comments at p. 
8 of the "Primary Session Papers of the 8th World Tamil Conference 1995. Karashima reiterates 
Takuapa is usually believed to have been the ancient Takkóla mentioned by Ptolemy” But Prof. 
Sastri has already accepted the position finally taken up by Roland Braddell arid has admitted 
readily that it is no longer possible to hold that Takuapa is the same as Plotemy's Takola p. 
173 (South India and South East Asia Gatha Book House 1978), 


SII VIIL/442 

EC Vol. VIL SK ID - Also pp. 243 of “South India and South East Asia" 

Trade and patterns of commerce and its annexure at pp. 312, 324 and 325 of my “Collected papers" 
55/1916 

311929 

52/1929 SH XIV;/235 

SII XIV 213 

SIE XIV/242 - Sce also 37.1928-29 (I8th year) 38192829 (20th year) the donor was the same 
Ibid 238 

SH XIV 258 - See also 411929 (Srivallabha 2lst year) 
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H7 ` 


18 


300/1928, Circa 45/1929 - Also 292/1928 
296/1928 - caturvedimangalam 

299/1928 

152/1936 

155/1936 

158/1936 

150/1936 

147/936 

SII VIII/A22 - (Piranmalai) 

174/1936 

75/1936 

507/1958-59 

314/923 Tirukostiyur undated 
329/1949-50 

331/49-50 Vira Pandya (13th year) 
Komalippatti (Sivagangai Tk) unnumbered of 83-84 
46/916 

55/1916 

53/1916 Confer Similar benefactions in 51/19sl6, 52/1916, 62/1916 
98/1916 (S’ 1437) 

98/1916 (S' 1305) AD 1383 

SII Vol. VIII 182 


SII Vol. VIII/p 183 Even later in AD 1524 the Kulasekharapuram merchants excavated an urani 
for which the land was sold by Urar of Talakkavur (a part of Kalanivasal) 217/1980-81.) 


191/1980-81 

598/1926 The text is not unfortunately readily available 

SII VII/404 ` — 

SII VIIU403 

I am indebted to Mr. T. N. Subrahmanyam's glossary in SITI Vol. I for many of the renderings 
SII VIIL405 - The inscription has gaps and is incomplete 

SII Vol. XXIIL396 

The name persists in the 17th Century - Ibid 397 

Ibid 398 
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CHAPTER - VI 


THE SOLDIERY AND THE GARRISON TOWNSHIPS 
IN THE PANDYAN KINGDOM 


Significant evidence is available about the soldiery and the commanders of army 
contingents as well as a few garrison Townships. (Padaipparru) This last term is used 
to denote townships where the predominant occupants were no doubt, peace time 
cultivators but had the obligation to render military service in the campaigns undertaken 
by the Pandyan Kings. Typically the evidence is the largest relating to Tirunelveli 
district and less relating to Madurai district. The evidence forthcoming from 
Ramanathapuram district after the Cola sovereignty is also scanty. This may be due 
to the act that the bulk of Tiruppattur and Sivaganga Taluks were held as jivitam 
by the Chieftains, Adalaiyur Nadalvan and Kalavali nadalvan and Tenkalavali nadalvan. 
Also a number of Chieftains hailed from Milalaikürram and from the other Nādūs 
or Kurrams in Sattur, Aruppukkottai, Mudukulattar' and Solavandan Taluks. They ` 
might have been in enjoyment of jrvitam on condition of rendering the required 
soldiery in times of war. These should remain surmises as the basis of evidence available 
at present is negative. Ponnamaravati in Pudukkottai was the second capital of Mar. 
Sundara Pandya I and Virayaccilai in Pudukkottat was one of the garrison townships? 


We have evidence of the soldiery in the other two tracts of the Tambraparani 
and the Vaigal river basins. The soldiery were, particularly drawn from two sections 
of the community one the shepherds or sundry labour (vettikkudi) attached to the 
townships and the temples therein and the other the weavers (the Kaikkolar)' It is 
reasonable to presume the former had their peace time occupation of tending the cattle 
and measuring out the ghee at the temple for lamp services instituted. The weavers 
engaged in their profession could be called in for serving in the soldiery or the army 
in times of need. 


There does appear to be some standing army in the Cola times the Mun kai 
- Mahasenaiyar or Padaipiditha Pallayiravar noticed below. But these might be only 
a fractional nuclei with auxiliary or reserve forces drawn from the Township 
community. Besides there were special Pandyan contingents like Munaikedir mohar 
or Tennavan Abattudavigal who were personal body-guards or committed soldiery of 
the King, 


The evidence which bring out the facts stated above is examined below : 


In the following cases the commandant of the Soldiery undertook to maintain 
the sheep or other endowment made for lamp services in the places noted against 
each. 
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Date (Ruler) 


Name of place Endowment By whom undertaken 


Regnal Yr. 
Tirunelveli‘ Vira Pandya (Colan 50 Sheep Sattan Tirunelvéli Surety : 
Talai Konda (4+7) Sendapidaran Brahmapriyan 
(AD 957) Perumtinal 
Tirunelveli? Vira Pandya (Colan 25 Sheep A Commandant Séndamangalavan 
Talai Konda (15+1) 
(AD 962) 
Tirunelveli* Vira Pandya (Colan 50 Sheep Tirumal Sattan-His surety, a 
Talai Konda (1541) commandant Kurungudi 
(AD 962) Kummanaviran 


Tirukkurungudi’ Ruler NA 10th yr. 25 cows  Padaittalaivan Sadaiyandan 
(lOth century) 


Vatteluttu 
Tirukkurungudi® Fragment 25 sheep Padaittalaivan Name NA 
20 kalanju 
Attür? Jat Sundara Cola Lamp Donor. Pandan Kattangan of the 
Pandya 20 swords-men regiment of the 
(AD 1037) ruler ‘‘Udaiyar padai Sundara 


Pandyatterinda-palaiyavalil’’ 


Tiruvalisvaram® Cola Pandya Jat. — 35 Cows Commandant Nasakan Kiluvanai 


Sundara 20(AD 1037) 
Perungarunai" ` Raj. Kulottunga 44 Land gift Land (to Tiruvelaikkara Münru 
(Mudukulattür (AD 1114) kai Isvaramudaitya mahadevar 
taluk) The deity’s name seems to suggest 


that it was set up or under the 
protection of the soldiery of the 
Cola regiment named above. 

In a few other places too the deity 
is named after the Manrukaiyar 
(the arms of the Armed forces) 
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The Regiment Munrukai Mahasenaiyar was a powerful regiment which had a 
prasasti in its honour. It had undertaken the protection of a number of temples as 
at Tiruvali$varam." Pattanmadai^ - A Brahmin Commander of a Regiment of the 
Cola army which seems to have been stationed at Sérmadevi figures as a donor of 
a lamp service." 


The Munrukai Mahasenaiyar (The Great army of the three arms) have their 
Prasast! or euology recorded in an inscription from Tiruvali$varam. It is undated but 
Prof. Sastri attributes this epigraph to the reign of either Rajaraja I or Rajendra L 
“In this inscription”, states Prof. Sastri^ ‘The Mahasenai is said to have constantly 
worshipped Visnu and Siva to have defeated the Kannara and pursued him to have 
killed the Gangeya to have captured Kalmadam and destroyed Vilinam on the sea 
to have issued the sea on the other (eastern side) and razed Matottam to the ground 
to have taken the Hill country (Malainadu) and routed the fleet (Kalamaruttu) at Salai, 
to have put to flight the Vallan (Calukya) and captured Vanavasi and to have been 
praised in song for these achievements by the Tamu! poets of Kalahasti to have destroyed 
the fortess on the hill of Kucci and captured Uccandi (Uccangidurg 2) to have inflicted 
a defeat on the Vadugas (Northerners) who opposed them and dismantled the fortification 
of Vatapi and done other things which on account of a gap in the record are not 
easy to follow. In the following passage (lle 40-50) they claim to have captured the 
Malai Nadan (ihe Cera and his brother) in the mountains and to have destroyed the 
dynasty of Kulekesari and that they hail from Pandi Nadar. They have taken under 
their protection the Tiruvalisvaram temple precincts (Tirumukkalvattam) the Devadana 
endowments of the temple and the many service tenure holders, the treasury, the 
Sivabralimanas, the artisans and carpenters, smiths and the watchmen all under the 
protection cf Vélaikkàran A gampadai piditna pallayiravar. They undertake to protect 
for all time the charities without destruction even if they in the act of protection 
get killed or fall on evil days (Pattum Kettum) and such protections who perish shali 
be granted bicod-grant endowments (Udirappatti) and honoured with elephants and 
garlands and gei other remissions of land dues (Pariharasy^ 


There is evidence to show that the Munrukai Mahasenayar were idential with 
the Padaipiditha Pallayiravar (The ten thousand) who captured the (enemy's troops.) 
This is borne out by an inscription of the 26th year of Kulottunga I (AD 1096) forms 
Sermàdevi." It states as below : The temple of Bhakta priyar (Bhaktavatsala) at Sermadévi 
was under their protection (Abhayasthana). The temple and its appurtenances and the 
vimana, the matha. the gardens and the vessels and other belongings of the temple, 
the apparel. the flag, the ornaments, the main treasury and the many service holders 
and the pipers and drum services holders the Sundry servants, the vettikudi who had 
to mesure ghee, the smiths. and the carpenters and a stone mason (Perran Kamafjuran 
Munrukai Peruntaccan) were all under the protection of Padai Pidicca Pallayiravar. 
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If any services was handicapped due to any calamity (antaramgal) those who suffered 
injuries or injuries in the act of protecting the charity shall be taken on elephant 
and presented garland in recognition. In these terms the Munrukai Mahasenaiyar alias 
Padaipiditha pallayiravar gave a deed of arrangement for protection of the temple and 
its belongings. 


The Ayirattenmavinnagar temple at Pattanmadai which was the eastern hamlet 
of Céravan madevi Cm.* Was also taken under the protection of the Munrukaiyar 
obviously referring to the Munrukai Mahaéenaiyar.? 


A contingent of this army must have been stationed at these places under their 
protection. 


We have evidence of the Cola regiments making endowments in Keralasinga 
Valanadu. An inscription of AD 1005 (Rajaraja I) refers to the ..... Vattadidaterinda 
Valangai Velaikkararkal nayagam seyyum Sri Rajaraja devan Kudirai *'Se(vakar)". 
Rajaraja cavalrymen or horsemen who command the valangai velaikkarar. They had 
endowed 50 sheep for a lamp service.” 


Rajaraja - I had also granted jivitam lands in the Tenar-Command area to one 
of his Perundanam chiefs, Ràjarajadevar perundanattu Mukundanur udaiyar kadan . 
... devan. The latter had endowed a lamp service in Kunnakkudi in AD 1008 It is 
known that the Cola army under Rajaraja had two divisions. Perundanam and 
Sirudanam. 


Kulottunga - I had to reassert the Cola authority in the Pandyan Kingdom and 
quell the risings therein. ... The most sustained efforts of Kulottunga - I resulted 
in the reconquest of the Pandya and the Kerala countries between the 7th and Uth 
years of his reign.” 


An inscription at Kallal (in Sivagangai Tk) refers to a blood-grant for a servant 
who severed his head in order to cure the illness of his Chief Viman udaran alias 
Kulottunga Cola Muvaratyan, who had participated in the campaign.” 


In AD 114, again, in Kulottunga's reign Kulottunga Cola Nadalvan granted 11 
plots to the deity at Perungarunai (Mudukulattur Tk) - Punaivayilurikkai Tadankali 
Tiruvelaikkarar Munrukai I$varamudaiya Mahadevan. It could be inferred from the 
name of the deity that this temple was patronised or was under the protection of 
the Cola force referred to.” 


In the 7th year of Vikrama Cola (AD 1125) a curious inscription is recorded 
at Sivapuri Dvarapati velan gave a grant to the Valilar the Swordsmen.^ He gave 
5 ma of land to every one who died in a skirmish and 3 ma of land in addition 
as blood grant. He also agreed to receive (by way of land-dues) whatever was given 
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by the relatives of those who died from among the valilar or other servants in skirmishes 
or on account of any disease. He was not prepared to take the odium of the deceased. 


Finally an inscription of Jat. Vikrama Pandya (10th year) at Tiruppattur refers 
to a horseman Accacirikani a foreigner-Kannadiyar (Parade$a Kannadiya) who had made 
an endowment to Suryadeva in the Tiruppattur temple” 


Presumably he must have been a part of the cavalry which had accompanied 
the Hoysala rulers who intervened in Cola Pandya conflicts.’ 


In the reign of Jat. Vikrama (4th year) a Gosala and a grant for a matha were 
granted lands which had belonged to some Malayala Brahmins who were granted lands 
in exchange. As they refer Hoysala Virasomesvara these could be dated about 1220- 
1245, the period of Hoysala hegemony in the south. 


As already noticed the evidence during the resurgent Pandyas of the soldiery 
in Ramanathapuram district becomes scanty. This can be ascribed to the entire region 
being held by chieftains as Jivitam who had revenue and military obligation to render 
to the Pandyan rulers. 


The resurgent Pandyas had to conscript a large land army to fight the Colas. 
The volume of evidence is the larger for the spread of such land army contingents 
particularly in townships on the leeward side of the western ghats. Also in the Palani 
taluk of Madurai district there are references to army contingents of the Kongu rulers. 
The volume of evidence is the largest pertaining to the reign of Mar. Sundara L the 
Warrior-King, who twice worsted the Cola Kings Kulottunga III and Raj jaraja IIL But 
evidence even from the reign of Jat. Srivallabha is available and it increased during 
the reign of Jat. Kulasekhara L 


The village Nanguneri was a composite Township. The Brahmadeéya portion 
Abhayasriya Cm was one entity. The Siva temple Tirunagesvaram udaiyar was situated 
in it. On the supplication of a Prince (Nampillai) the King Jat. Srivallabha granted 
in the 17th year (AD 1107) the lands as Iraiyili including the Antarayam which were 
in two parts. The first was double crop wet land under the Colapand yappereri irrigated 
by the sluice Abimanaraman madai, through the channel called Kesavadi in the 5th 
outlet 5th Kannàru including the Karanmai in the lands (hitherto) occupied by 
Jayangonda Colan. These lands were held by the solidiery (Padaiparru) and the occupancy 
was terminated and the lands resumed. The other chunk consisted of the temple precincts 
and the lands appurtenant to them which were already an old Devadana.** From this 
evidence it may be inferred that the Pandya ruler's soldiery or perhaps even during 
the Cola occupation which had immediately preceded it the soldiery held occupancy 
rights in the lands in this part of the township and it had "'garrison"" holdings. 
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In the 14th year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1230) a grant was made to this temple 
for special services to the god and goddess on the Margali Ardhra day every year. 
Two Anaiaccu were endowed by Colan Kunran alias Avaninarayana Pallavaraiyar an 
archer belonging to the Iranasingaviran- terinda villigal (archers) of the Battalion 
stationed at Maruvaykkuricci alias Naralokaviranallur in the Command area of 
Paccaiyar° This village also should be located in the Kalakkadu region watered by 
Paccatyar, south of Tambraparani. 


Another Pandyan regiment stationed at Tirunelveli but holding occupant lands 
in Pattamadai was the Abimanabhusanan Terinda Kaikkolas?! Two Kaikkolas had 
endowed lamp services in the temple at Tirunelveli. On the 3rd year, day 2152 of 
Jat. Kulasekhara I (AD 1193-94) they secured a grant from the King, For the oil to 
be measured for the lamps by the Sankarappadiyar in Suttavalli. Big street the two 
donors gave 2 velis of land which were in their occupancy in the Devadana lands 
which yielded 18 accu as Kadamai and Antarayam per year. The lands were watered 
from Devarkulam in Melavembu Nadu. 


This contingent seems to have in several locations, especially in and around 
Sérmàdévi. One among them Sadaiyar Padaiyani alias Pillai Pallavarayan of the 
Abhimanabhusana Iterinda Kaikkolas had endowed 8 accu for the service in Kailasa 
mudaiyar temple at Seravan Madevi Cm.” This was in the l6th year of Jat. Kulasekhara. 
(AD 1206). 


The same Kaikkola regiment together with the Personal staff of Sundara Pandya 
provided for a matha in Giriyambalpuram in the th year of Mar. Sundara.” 


In the 4th year of Jat. Vira Pandya the Kaikkola Senapati of Tirunelveli (who 
might be identified with the above donors) had sold land to a dancing girl. The lands 
were their jivitam lands in Pattanmadai the eastern hamlet of Seravan Madévi Cm 
a Brahmadeya in Mulli nadu. The sale carried with it the obligation to pay Kadamai 
antarayam and other land dues in cash and kind. The 1 md of land was in 2 parcels, 
^, ma canal fed, south of Virakeralapilar (sub channel), 19th Kannaru the 2nd lay to 
the south and to the north in the 6th sey, another % ma also canalfed. The signatories 
were Sri Kulasekharasiddarayan Adisayapandyavattarayan, Vikramapandya vatttarayan, 
Kanakarayan, Kacciyarayan, Valudipanman. These names indicate that the Kaikkolas. 
soldiers or generals had taken their names after the Pandyan rulers and were styling 
themselves as **Araiyan" or Rayan." 


It can be inferred that the lands in the first case (Devarkulam) were the personal 
occupancy holdings fully assessed. The sale in the case noticed above was of the Jivitam 
lands also liable to pay land-dues but burdened with the condition of military service. 
Both were vendible and inheritable. But some of the soldier occupants, resided in 
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Tirunelveli and were cultivating the lands through others, and not necessarily themselves. 
Others were resident in Seranmadevi and perhaps, in Pattanmadai itself where they 
had their jrvitam lands. 


There were similar holdings of the soldiery in Seranmadevi and its hamlets, 
Pattanmadai Kilacceval, among others. 


As noticed above Pattanmadai had a regiment stationed therein and the temple 
was under their protection. There are individual grants for lamp service by the 
supervisors of the forces of the first regiment (ivvur mudalavadu padaikku Araycci 
Adiccan).? 


The soldiery held lands as Jivitam in seymadainallur and in Desamanikkam.'* 
The King determined the tenure of the lands as jivitam and terminated the occupancy 
of the previous holders and endowed the lands to the temple at the request of 
Malavarayan. It was dated [3th year and was a Konerinmaikondan grant. 


These occupancy holdings of the garrison (Padaiparru) had extended in the 
adjoining Kari$ulndamangalam another eastern hamlet of Ceranmadevi Cm. In the 10th 
year of Jat. Vira Pandya the community made a levy of paddy from the lands, which 
were originally cultivated on lease but since taken up by cultivating tenants, for the 
repairs to that temple. Among those who bore the communal levy were including 
the holdings of the huntsman the Brahmins and the garrison soldiery (Padaiparru)? 


Attaninallur is an adjoining hamlet on the western side. It was the eastern hamlet 
of Rajaraja Cm, the big Brahmadeya in Mulli Nadu.* 


The deity in the Siva temple was named as Munrukai Iévaramudaiya mahadévar.” 
As it was usual to name the deity after the principal benefactors who built the shrine 
or were protecting the temple it might be inferred that this temple was also associated 
with the great army which had its regiments from Pattanmadai to Tiruvalisvaram 
and elsewhere. 


This inference confirmed by the evidence from some of the [3th century 
inscriptions found in the temple. In two records the first dated to llth year of Jat 
Vira." and the second 20th year of Vira Pandya! The Chiefs of the ten contingents 
(Pattupadai nayagam) of Attaninallur granted a garden and a piece of housesite for 
the shrine of the Pillaiyar (Ganesa) to be built. The donors in the second grant are 
described as the executive supervisors of the armed forces of Attani(nallur) 
(Padaikkaraicci sevvar). The garden was named **Aditta devan Tirunandavanam'' perhaps 
named after the Chief Commandant of the forces. The site was relinquished by the 
donors as they held the housesites and lay to the north of a house-site of 
Senappallavadarayan. 
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This last inference is supported by some details forthcoming from the inscription 
of Mar. Kulasekhara in the same place.” 


In the 8th year of Mar. Kulasekhara (AD 1276) the Chiefs or Commanders of 
the Ten contingents at Attalanallur donated lands for maintaing the garden formed 
and granted by Viradarayan. The land was a jivitam land of the soldiery and at the 
tail end of the sluice-channel and under Salai Kulam-mukkani araikkani in extent. 
To its north was the Jivitam land which the soldiery had mortgaged to one Tenna 
Gangadevan. To its west a parcel enjoyed by Ponparri udaiyar. A reference to receipt 
of some capital could be the deposit from the interest on which the land-dues obligation 
on the land endowed had to be met as the land was declared as ‘‘Iraiyili’’ (tax free). 


The signatories to the deed were : llattuppallavarayan, Parakrama pandya 
pallavarayan, Vira Pandya Pallavarayan. The Chiefs of the contingent had the title 
of ‘Pallavarayan’’. One among them had the housesite south of the plot donated to 
the Pillaiyar-temple. 


The Jivitam tenure lands had to pay the land dues and the lands were not tax 
free. When the land was endowed for a charitable purpose it had to be freed from 
the obligation which the Jivitam holders, the soldiery undertook on receipt of a capital 
account. It could be sold to Brahmins, who unless otherwise determined, could hold 
the land under the same terms as their predecessors in title. The land could also be 
mortgaged, when denoted it required a separate royal grant to terminate the tax levies. 
Doubtless it was inheritableThe contingent forces had their Chiefs or Commandants 
who were authorised to transact business on behalf of the forces. 


The tank referred to in the grant of Mar. Kulasekhara had been existence for 
over a century. In an inscription of Jat. Kulasekhara (4th year)? from Pappakudi the 
north western of Rajaraja Cm an endowment had been made from the Jivitam holding 
of the Attaninallür regiment by Jagadoppar Kandar for maintaining that irrigation 
source and the excess paddy to be utilised for the hall (Tirumaligaikattu) built by 
him and named after him in the Kapile$varam Udaiyar Temple. The Vinayaka deity 
was named after that chief. 


The soldiery were also attached to the temple of Sasta at Vadakku Karukuricci 
as they figured among the grantors of some privileges to an individual, Saivan Paficanan 
alias Vijayadeva." 


Reference has been above to the soldiery stationed at Desamanikkanallur. Here 
too they had their jivitam holdings. A series of records from Kilacceval adjoining 
Pattanmadai refer to the lands of this tenure and their alienation or termination.? 
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A benefactor, Karitturai Rajasingan Sékaran alias Sékacca Nadalvan had raised 
a garden named Virasekharan. He wished to provide for tending the garden. A Brahmin 
in Seranmadevi, Kanaviniyaperumal dasar had taken a usufructory mortage of land 
and enjoying the land about 2 mā in extent. On the supplication of Annan 
Tamilapallavarayan, the Jivitam tenure of the land was determined and the land even 
rendered tax free and made a subsistence grant for tending the garden. This was in 
the 14th year. (AD 1251-52) of Mar. Sundara IL 


The revenue officials also signed this tax-free grant and were drawn from the 
various Nadus of the Pandyan Kingdom. Among others the following figure : 


Vadatalaiccembinadu — - Tranankudi alias Abhimanabhushana Nallür. 
Mudukulattur - Vilupparaiyan 
Siruvambur - Kangayarayan 


Kilavembu Nadu - Rajavillipuram - Manattapperumal alias Munatyadaraiyan 
Milalaikurram Kilkurru Taccanur Arulan Sevagadevan" 

Sevvirukkai Nadu - Sembi nàdu - Cakrapani Nallür 

Araiyan Virattan Pallavaraiyan® 


The location of the soldiery and the lands enjoyed by them as Jivitam in villages 
or hamlets in close proximity around the big Brahmadéya township of Céravanmadevi 
Cm have been detailed above tracing their occurrance from jat. Kulasekhara I ’s time 
to Mar. Kulasekhara I (AD 1190-1311) 


We now notice the intensity of the occurrence of the epigraphic evidence pertaining 
to the reigns of Jat. Kulasekhara and Mar. Sundara Pandya I in particular. Already 
the beginnings of the resurgence of the Pandyas could be noticed from the time of 
Jat. Srivallabha (AD 1090), and it was firmly laid by Jat. Kulasékhara I (AD 1190) 
It was his worthy successor, the warrior King Mar. Sundara I (1216 to 1239) who twice 
carried fire and brimstone into the Cola Kingdom and its ancient capital Ayirattali. 
His great effort would have demanded a large organisation and mustering a large force 
drawn from wide and varied sources. There were a series of locations from where 
such contingents were drawn and trained and or stood guard. 


Perungulam is one of the nine sacred Vaisnavite centres sung by the Nammalvar” 
The deity in the Siva shrine was named Tiruvaludisvaramudaiyar. Perhaps the Nadu 
took its name after deity or the place where the Siva temple was located. This was 
important centre where the Pandyan forces were stationed during the medieval times. 
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In inscriptions this township is named as Uttama Cola Nallür and the Urar sell lands? 
but in the Pandyan inscription the name get changed as Uttamapandya Nallur;! 


In the 25th year of Jat. Kulasekhara (AD 1215) the (Valangaippadai valangai 
masenaippadaikku arayci nayakam urmer pada valangai nayakam ullitta perumpadaiyom) 
the valangai big army including the commanders and these who supervised the affairs 
of the Valangai masenai sold a tank and lands to the shrine of Subrahmanya 
(Kunramerinda Pillaiyar) set up by a dancing girl (Talaikkoli) They received the price 
and the capital to defray the land dues, the latter responsibility being taken over the 
vendors. The tank and its ayacut sold were their jivitam lands under Vadakanam tank. 
The Vendors claim to be the worshippers of the feet of the bearers of the Nayanar. 
(Nayanar Sripadam sévikkum). This might convey that they were serving the ruling 
King or the deity.? 


Ten years later (AD 1225) the same force sold some additional lands for the 
same shrine on the same terms. These lands included wet, dry and tank water spread 
(Kulakkuli) The signatories of the document reveal a great deal of the division of 
the forces. There were not less than eight divisions and the persons responsible for 
every division signed the sale deed : 


First division ` Dananjaya Pallavaraiyan 
Second division ` : Uttamapandya Pallavaraiyan 
Third division : Kannavali Nadàlvan 

Fourth division ` : Uttamapàndya Nadalvan 
Fifth division : Avanikkon 

Sixth division : Alagiyapandyarayan 

Seventh division ` : Tirunirru Colakkon 

Eighth division : Kulottunga Colakkon 


In addition, Mandalamanikka Nadalvan 


Signed the deed and the temple stone mason recorded it 


The forces stationed at Perungulam to the Valangai castes, The social division 
of Valangai and Idangai had already been in vogue. The Maha Senai or Perumpadai 
had several division under command of a General or Chief. They had also each an 
authorised signatory. 


In AD 1228, land and housesites were sold by the Valangaippadai araytchi nayagam 
Murperpadai Valavam-included* perum padaiyom The Murperpadai was one more 
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division of the Great Force stationed at Perungulam. This section of the force had 
its own superintending executives. 


From the boundaries of the housesites it could be inferred that the occupied 
housesites had mud walls to enclose the owned site (Narasingakon manaiyil man 
madilukku merku.) The land sold lay to the south of the highway leading to Tirunelveli 
from Perungulam. The sale conveyed Karanmai, M1yatci, Vettippattam and other rights. 
The land-price and capital for defraying the land-dues were received from the four 
coparceners of the benefactor who set up the deities. Candrasekharar and the goddess 
set up by Aludatyar Alpattar, who belonged to the household or loyal men attached 
(Agampadiyil) of Narasingadevar presumably a Chieftain. 


There were as many as twentyfour signatories some having the ttle of 
Pallavaratyan others Nadalvan and still others Kon. But twenty out of the twenty- 
four signatories were illiterates, who could not sign their names. The accountant of 
the Mahasabha, Vellai marakanam Korra bhattan alias Valangai mattanam Bhattan 
(Vellai varanan Korra bhattan alias Valangai mikáma bhattan is the correct reading) 
besides reducing the deed to writing signed for all illiterates? 


A further document stipulated that for the land so sold in the transaction above, 
for the housesite | Dramam of 6 meni and for the ma of land sold for the lands 
which came to yield on inspection 4 kalams per ma by the 7 nali measure were to 
be delivered as Kadamai. The 4 persons who paid the price and their descendants shall 
have the Karanmai and melatci (occupancy rights). No other land levies were to be 
stipulated. This was the deed drawn up by the temple authorities for whom the 
Sivabrahmanas and the dancing girls (one of whom was illiterate) and the person who 
recited the sacred hymns signed the deed.** 


In the [5th year of Mar. Sundara who took *'Ilam Kalingam, the two Kongus, 
Mudikonda colapuram and the crowned head of the C olas" the same Perumpadai (the 
Big or Great force) including Murperpadai valam the Valangaipadai Araytci Nàyagam 
sold land to the Tiruvaludisvaramudaiya Nayanar. The lands lay to the south of the 
Devadana of the deity Subramanya sold above. The price was paid by the dancing 
girl who happened to be the same as the person who set up the shrine in AD 1215, 
or her scion of a later date. If the former the transaction may be dated in AD 12317 
in the reign of Mar. Sundara L 


This sale deed too, is signed by 21, of the same as the document of AD 1228, 
A number of them had the title Pallavaraiyan, others Kon and others Rayan or Peraiyan 
or Nadalvan. Here again as many 15 out of 21 signatories were illiterates. Hence the 
document was written and signed by the accountant of the force, Vellai Varana Korra 
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bhattan alias Valangaimikama bhattan. Perhaps he acted as accountant for both the 
Mahasabha of the Brahmadéya occupants and the forces which held other lands in 
occupancy or as jivitam for rendering military service. 


In a Konérinmaikondan record of the l6th year of a ruler, (who is not named) 
a purchase of land in the name of the deity, Mayakküttan in the Visnu shrine was 
made from the soldiery (Padaiyilar). It could be seen that the Padaiyilar had several 
holdings in Uttama Pandyanallür. Of the 1 veli of land purchased to institute a new 
service on the native asterisk of a Chieftain Gurukulattaraiyan of Milalaikurram 3 
ma had already been ensowed to a Jaina shrine of Nikarakarapperumballi in the same 
township which was compensated by purchasing a land in exchange in the name of 
the Jaina deity Nikarakara Nayagar. The King remitted the land dues thereon." 


This evidence is conclusive that under the Pandyas of the second empire a large 
force with several military divisions had existed at Perungulam. They held occupancy 
lands which they donated or sell or inherit. They had also the individual and collective 
obligations for payment of land dues and services. They had an accountant and Chief 
executives (Nayagam) who transacted business - such as those noticed above. 


We can now turn westwards again to notice a number of places where the soldiery 
were stationed on the Pandyan-Céra border on the leeward side of the western ghats. 
The places which yield evidence are Paviir (east and west) Kadaiyam Urmelalagiyan 
(Tenkasi Taluk) Darukapuram and Tenmalai (Sivagiri Taluk). 


Pávür was in two parts east and west. Its ancient name was Bahur or Ksatriya 
Skhaàmani Nallur in Kurumarai Nadu? 


In the Dth regenal year of Mar. Sundara Pandya (AD 1228) the revenue 
Superintendents (Tandal nàyagam śčivār) of the Munaikédir Mohar of Ksatriyasikhamani 
nallür granted the tank and the ayacut of Danafijayaramankulam. The grant included 
Karanmai rights and was tax-free. This was to defray the expenses for the daily offerings 
including the clothing and there apparel charges and for the upkeep of a garden being 
raised in the name of the donors. This was endowed to Krsna image (Tiruvay kulattu 
pillai) in the Rajéndravinnagar temple at Mannarkoil. 


On the east of the lands was the Ilangovaraiyan or Kulasekhara Ilangovaraiyar 
Tank. To its south was a well. The tank was called ‘‘Tiruvaykulapperi’’ the waterspread 
the submersible lands and moisture-left lands wet dry and (proportionate) natham, 
natham-sites, trees wells and gardens and all other appurtenances were granted as Iraiyili. 
If there were any arrear dues (Iruppu) to be paid the donor agreed to bear internally 
the dues among themselves (Ullilc) and defray them. The right to take water to the 
tank was from the point where water was given to the channel of a matam. The 
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grant was made by the Karanavar (agents or managers) of the Tantirattom (The garrison) 
and the Tandalnayakam Seivar (Revenue Superintendents) working for the garrisons.” 


Here again as many as eight signatories were illiterate. a gurrison accountant 
(Tandirakanakku) is also mentioned. The deed itself was written by the Vagaikanakku 
of the Tandiram, Sirilango Alagiya manavalan. 


, ` More evidence is forthcoming from Pavur (Bāhūr) itself from reign of Mar. 
Srivallabha to Mar. Vikrama (1283-1296) - for well over a Century. 


The earliest, perhaps is dated in the 20th year of Mar. Śrīvallabha“ It is a land 
endowment for the daily services in the Visnu temple named Munaiyedirmohar 
Vinnagar emberuman. The deed was executed by the revenue superintendents of the 
force, Munaiyedirmohar and the authorised agents for the Tantiram: (garrison). 
Apparently a grant was from the Jivitam occupancies held by them. The second 
transaction was a sale of a tank and its ayacut the Tandal nayagam seivar (Revenue 
Superintendents) for the Munaiyedirmohar to the Siva temple in the same township. 
This could be dated AD 1236 in Mar. Sundara I’s reign.” 


Two years later the same revenue Superintendents through two of their agents 
Perumal Idar Nikkipagar Ilangovaraiyan. Peruman Devan alias Kallaga Nadudaiyan 
and the Tantris sold land to one Uyyavandalappan alias Kulasékhara ... 6 ma of 
land under a tank; the lands were surrounded on all sides by tanks. The land dues 
were fixed at 3 kalam, 6 kasu per ma and at one half of it if watered by baling, 
It was sold on Kudi Karanmai tenure ie. the purchaser having occupancy rights and 
for the produce. 


The same revenue Superintendents of the Munayedirmohar rendered as Iraiyili 
6 ma, mukkani mundirikai lands which were enjoyed as Madappuram by a Saivaperumàn 
madam in the North Street in Tirunelvali^ This was in the 7th year of Mar. Kulasekhara. 
(AD 1275). 


The signatories to this deed were a number of Araiyans or Nadalvans. 
Soltyavaraiyar 

Kulasekharaviiupparaiyan 

Pancalaraiyakulattu Palavavanambi 

N (K?allaga Nadalvan 

llangovararyan 


Kulasekhara Hangovaraivan 
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Sundarapandya Kallaganadal van 
Kulasekhara Kallaganadalvan 
Kulasekhara Coltyavaraiyan 
Tamiladaraiyan 


Kilavan 


Kallaganadu lay to the north of Bahür and north-west of Kurumarai Nadu. 
It may be inferred that many of these constituents of the Tantra of the Munaiyedir 
Mohar hailed from or take their title after the neighbouring Nadu. 


The last inscription in Pavür'* is dated in the reign of Mar. Vikrama (1283-296). 
This is a fragment. But it reveals some significant evidence - the Munaiyedirmohar 
had another honorofix (Tennavan apattudavigalom). There were leaders of the divisions 
of the array. The garrison (tantra) had distributed their obligation and some of the 
shares falling to the individuals in Telingakulakala Cm (which must have been located 
near about) are referred to in the boundaries. 


, It may be recalled that in the inscription referred to earlier in the reign of Jat. 
Srivallabha the grant of dévadana lands in Kurunganam alias Telingakulakala Cm 
and its southern hamlet, Pattamangalam which was a separate revenue unit have been 
referred to. 


This section of the Pandyan soldiery - Munaiyedir mohar Tennavan appattudavigal 
- deserve notice. This contingent (as the name conveys) were the King's own Royal 
Regiment and hence called Tennavan Apattudavigal. They might not have been a 
centrally recruited whole time standing army but their professed organisation as a 
force completely dedicated to the service of the ruler cannot be discounted. They were 
men of gallantry. Marco Polo has given following account of these King's own 
Regiments. 2 


“And there are about the king a number of Barons in attendance upon him. 
These ride with him and keep always near him and have great authority in the Kingdom 
they are called the King's Trusty Lieges. And you must know that when the King 
dies and they put him on the fire to burn him these Lieges cast themselves into 
the fire round about his body and suffer themselves to be burnt along with him. 
For they say they have been his comrades in this world and that they ought to keep 
him company in the other world" Abu Zaid, another Arab Compiler of AD 916 
has also given a similar account.” 
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It was no wonder that they bore names of the rulers and were less known for 
their literacy than blind valour. But they were not without the disposition to make 
charities and public endowments. 


More evidence is available from the adjoining western hamlet of Rajaraja 
caturvedimangalam at the foothills, Kaderu Kadaiyam. Two records both of the reign 
of Mar. Sundara 1, the first dated 18th year and the other dated the 2ist year (AD 
1234) and AD 1237 respectively). The first records” sale of land by the agents of the 
army (Parigraha) and the Tantirattom to the Siva shrine at Kadaiyam alias Vikrama 
pandva Nallür. The lands sold were part of the jivitakkani (Occupancy holdings for 
subsistence for the soldiery) The lands were located in Pannangudi a hamlet of Ra jaraja 
Cm. One Sénapati Udaiyan Valavanana Piraman Kaduvetti had reclaimed the lands 
and excavated a tank named Udayaneri. The vendors stipulated that the said Valavan 
Piraman was to have the occupancy rights and the Kadamai dues were to be paid 
to the temple. 


The second deed" conveyed the Karanmai rights from the crops. (Danapayir 
pramanam) g gifted by the Parigraham and the Senapatyam seyvar and Tandal nayagam 
seyvar and Tantirattom acting for the Ur of Kadaiyam alias Vikrama Pandya Nallur 
to the temple of Kailasamudaiya nayanar, Dasaratharami$varamudaiyar. The lands 
granted were from the jivitam holdings under the tank Arampundar Tank to the north 
of the river (Ramanadhi) and to the north of the northern boundary of the udayaneri 
conveyed by the deed described above. The lands were to be reclaimed and deepened 
and from the harvested yield from lands in which the crops matured the requirements 
of several deities west met Vinayaka Subrahmanya, Vaduga Pillaiyar the goddess of 
the Bedchamber, Nataraja and Tambiran adiyar the god and the goddess and Aludaiva 
Pillaiyar and all other subsidiary shrines. The only levy payable on the wet lands 
growing wet crops on inspection and on yielding lands was | kalam per ma. Any other 
levy or distributed levies shall be borne by the Ur collectively. 


In making this arrangement the donor also determined prior encumbrances on 
the land. They were 12 accu balance of the amount received on usufructry mortgage 
of the lands from Pannangudi Parigraham Seyya pandya devar, 32 accu received from 
Narayana dévar by Tennavan Pallavaraiyan Kaduvetti for paying the fines levied on 
the latter and 1 accu due to Andapillai. These amounts of 45 accu in all were to be 
paid from the temple treasury by the temple executives to redeem the mortgages. The 
donee temple could also induct and evict the tenants cultivating the lands. The donor 
also agreed to allow water from the Tennavadaraiyan weir (anai) on the same basis 
as already agreed upon to..... a Brahmadéya village. There were 23 signatories 
all having the titles like Pallavaraiyan Tennavaraiyan Vallavaraiyan, Pillayaraiyan, etc, 
Of the 23, 14 were illiterates and others signed the deed. But illiteracy was no bar 
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to their participation in the Township affairs and taking responsibility for the collective 
transactions of the Township. 


To the north-west of Kadaiyam the Panddyan forces were stationed and had 
holdings in Urmélalagiyan, (Tenkasi taluk), Darukapuram and Tenmalai in Sankarankoil 
taluks. 


The soldiery of Urmélalagiyan had in their possession lands endowed to the 
Kulasekhara shrine at Rajendra Vinnagar which they had the good sense to relinquish 
and restore to the shrine” in the Sth year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1221), the Guardians 
(Karanavar) of the Tantra (Regiment) of Senapati Dandanayakam which was a division 
of the Parigraham Dévéndravallan Sengol Velaikkarar of Urmaiyalagiyan of Vadavari 
nadu executed an agreement deed to the shrine of Kulasekhara in Rajendra Vinnagar 
(erected in the reign of Jat. Kulasekhara) as follows: As they were en joing the ayacut 
lands (puravu) inclusive of Vilanjolai which were endowed to the shrine they gave 
a release deed (Vittukkuduttom) planting the boundary stones with the emblem thereon. 
If the Piragikkulam (a source higher up) got filled the surplus water therefrom might 
be taken through a branch water course (nirkavar) from the already excavated old 
channel for the tank-ayacut so released. The document was attested by several with 
titles of Pallavaraiyan, Nadalvan and Müvendavelan. Six among the signatories were 
illiterate. The Ur Tandirakkanakku the Accountant of the Regiment (Tantra) and 
township (Ur) signed for some of the illiterate subscribers and wrote the deed and 
signed it An undated Vatteluttu inscription in Urmelalaguyan in the Madasvami 
(Désavalanallir dévar) temple stated that the village be under the protecticn of 
Padaipiditta Pallayiravar.” 


Evidently there were garrisons of the Pandya forces kept along the stratagic border 
of Pandya-Céra Kingdoms at the foot of the Ghats. Another undated inscription therein 
records the deity as ‘‘Tigai ayairattu aññūrruvar Desavalanallur devar’’.” Evidently 
there were also merchant colonies participating in the trade between the west coast 
and the east located here. The garrisons should have afforded the necessary security 
also for these commercial sections of the community. 


In the 17th year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1229) the temple treasury at Darukapuram 
(Parantaka Cm in Ari Nadu) had no money to pay the distributed levies demanded 
by the Sabhaiyar and to have it remitted a benefactor Puliyur Kilavan Pralayavitankar 
Abhayampukkar residing in Kulasekhara perunderu gave 1/3 share in a tank-ayacut 
he held. In addition he took on usufructory mortgage the cultivating rights from the 
Twelve regiments (Pannirandu padaiyar) some parcels of lands under the command 
of Manabharanappéréri 6 ma mukkani in extent. This usufructary mortgage of cultivating 
rights (ulavorri) was obtained by him on paying 13 accu to the regiments collectively 
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(Padaippodu). He also obtained on similar mortgage terms 2 parcels (2 mā) in extent 
in Pattakuricci jivitam lands in the middle portion of the ayacut, (Naduvil Kurril) 
from the Kaikola Senapati Dandanàyakar included Tantravar and gave the Tandirattar 
collectively 4/4 accu and 150 paddy kalam - in all 17% accu and 150 kalams.” 


This is confirmed by a further sale deed dated 12th year of Mar. Kulaéékhara L 
(AD 1280). In that year the superintending executives (Padaikku aratci seivargalom) 
of Malaiyadikkuricci in Ari Nadu sold water rights to a Chieftain Vénavudaiyan alias 
Kalingarayan of Kalattür in Sevvirukkai Nadu. The lands held by them were the Jivitam 
lands and they were irrigated from a tank sluice. The sale was of the water rights 
alone for a consideration of panam 100. The deed also regulated the manner of taking 
water from the sluice. The signatories again included Pallavaraiyan, Ari Nàdalvàn and 
two other Nadalvans Munaiyadaraiyan Tamiladaraivan. The accountant of the regiment 
Arasadandan of Manalur wrote the deed.” 


One more evidence pertains to the year 8 of Mar. Sundara. This was a sale of 
land from the Jivitam lands under the Nelmali Tank fed by the sluices to the deity 
of Anaiyur in Ari Nadu by the Tantram inclusive of the Senàpati Dandanayagam 
of the Parigraha of Puttur for 10% accu. The Vendor-Tantran agreed to bear the land 
dues on the parcels sold. The proportionate share of water could be taken in its turn 
by the Vendee. 


The signatories were - 
Marupadaivallavan 
Marupadai Pallavaraiyan - illiterate 
Narasingaraiyan - illiterate 
Seyyapandyapanmar - illiterate 
Nayakkan Sokkan 
Tirumangai alagiyan - illiterate 
Devendrapanman - illiterate 
Kumaravelan signed for him. 


The Tandirakanakku the accountant of the tantra, Irumpulai Uyyaninradi 
nayakkadevan drew up the deed and signed it 


HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 191 


Finally we may notice a cantonment township (Manarpadai vidu) on the sands 
of the Tambraparani river east of Tirunelvéli. It was the eastern hamlet of Uttama 
cola Cm and named in the inscription as Ambalattadinallur of Raj. Kulottunga I (43rd 
regnal year - AD III2 - 13). The deity was named Munru kai mahasenaiyar. The 
Mahasabha granted the lands still left unreclaimed to the temple.” 


A royal order of Mar. Vikrama (12th year AD 1294-95) remitted the land taxes 
and dues on the lands granted to the temple at Manarpadai vidu. These were from 
out of the jivitam lands of the soldiery of the place and the lands were located in 
the jivitam lands of Nakkamangalam.” 


Another fragmentary inscription ascribed to the same reign refers to the sale 
of lands in the village by the Arupadai araytci nàyakam of the place.” 


Mention is also made of the King’s or the Chief’s entourage of the house 
(Agaparivaram or Agampadi) who have set up shrines or installed an image of Senapati 
Alvar (Bisvaksena) at Manarpadai vidu." 


They might be the Bodyguards of the King or forming part of the personal 
staff or entourage of the King in his palace, 


It may be added that an unnumbered inscription from Udayaneri a hamlet of 
Palamadai on the opposite bank of the river Tambraparani refers to it as *Mukkokkilàn 
adigal Cm” which lay on the road to Madurai from Manarpadaividu. A Kalingarayan 
Chieftain excavated a well therein which is in use even today. 


We may now turn to the notices of the soldiery in the Suriliyar, Vaigai and 
Sanmukanadi belts in Mathura dt. A gift of sheep granted for a temple were left 
to the protection of Padaipiditta (Pal)layiravar in an inscription pertaining to the regin 
of Colan Talai Konda Vira Pandya. This evidence could suggest that the Padaipidatta 
Pallayiravar were a force existing even prior to the advent of the Colas in the Pandyan 
Kingdom.” 


A number of Cola inscriptions found at Anaiyür (Tirumangalam Tk) corroborate 
that the generals of the regiments (Padaittalaivan) took possession of endowed cows 
or sheep to deliver ghee to the temple lamps." 


Two grants both Konerinmaikondan conveyed the transfer of cash dues of 1 accu 
and 10 accu respectively to the Tiruvadavür deity. The second record is ascribed to 
the 19th year of Mar. Kulasekhara. The orders were addressed to the agents (Karanavar) 
of the forces in Kalavalinadu and the agents (Karanavar) of the forces of Pallikkuricci. 
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In the first case the agents of the soldiery had sold land under Sirukulam in 
Kilàdri village (Sivaganga taluk, adjoining Tiruvadavur) with Karanmai rights to the 
purchaser. The King granted in his 34th year the taxes in cash - Kadamai Antarayam, 
Ponvari, Tari irai, Sekkirai, Tattoli, Tattarappattam and all other ayams amounting 
to 1 accu This order was addressed to the Padaikaranavar of Kalavalinadu. 


In the second order addressed to the Karanavar of the soldiery in Pallikuricci 
the cash-levies amounting to 10 accu presumably on the holdings of the soldiery were 
transferred to the Tiruvadavür temple% This was in the 29th year (AD 1297) of Mar. 
Kulasekhara L Pallikkuricci is referred to as ‘‘Devadanam. Pallikkuricci’’ alias 
Conadukonda perumalnallür evidently named after Mar. Sundara I who had the title. 
The deed was granted to the Urar. could be inferred in the grant - village the karanmai 
rights were held by the soldiery and the land-dues payable by the occupant-soldiery 
were granted to the temple. 


A Tiruvédagam grant in the 8th year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 12245) refers to 
a blood-grant (Udirappatti) to the Kaikkola who had to keep watch and ward over 
the images of the deity. The lands were located among Paganurkkurram stations 
(nilaigalil) and were jivitam murrittu lands of Servants stationed in Mangaikudi 
(Mangaikudi nirkum sévaka murruttana nilangali. From the context it might be 
surmised that the Pandyan armymen weavers by profession were stationed at various 
Centres in Pāganūr Kürram adjoining the capital. Some of them might have met with 
a valiant death and a land-grant might have been made. They were charged with the 
function to guard the images 


At Tirumdhir (close to Madurai) too an army (Tattanppadai) and the representative 
agents of the army (Padaikku Karanavarum) and the Urar who had the authority 
to act for the township (Urkku Samainda Urar) sold land collectively undertaking the 
payment of tax-levies as the Ur." 


This record confirms the inference that the armymen were the peacetime occupants 
and cultivators of land who could be called for army service in Pandyan expeditions. 
They too were organised in the same manner as other agricultural townships and 
discharged collective obligations. 


At Tiruccunai (Melur Taluk) a contingent of Swordsmen (Valilar) had occupancy 
holdings and they were also collectively constitued into an Ur. Devar Dvarapativelan 
was perhaps their Chiftain. He had a number of Chiefs (Mudaligal) One of them 
Agara tyàgi Munaiyadaraiyan carried out the orders of the Chieftain through the Valilar 
providing for a Sandhi in his own name. For this purpose he granted a land reclaimed 
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by him and had the Kadamai payable by the Valilar in one of their holdings and 
the Valilàrembal. The donor and the valilar together executed the deed." 


In the 13th year of Kulasékhara the Valilar of Suravali Kandan village constituting 
collectively as the Urar (Urai I'sainda Urar) granted a charitable grant to Yagria narayana 
Bhattar from Sriparantaka Cm in Colamandalam who had migrated thither. They 
excavated and reclaimed a land everyone of the Valilar excavating reclaiming one 
kuli (Talaiyal oru kuli kalli) and named the field in Bhattaneri ayacut as Valilar. 
It was to the west of the hills in the village. They also fixed the land dues payable 
the Bhatta to this temple at 5 kalams per md of wet land as Kadamai and Antarayam 
at | Dramam per mà. For summer or first crop % of the rate. For dry crops like 
horsegram, varagu % and for gingely 1 draman per ma. These levies were to the rendered 
to the temple of the Townships as granted by the Valilar.” 


The Chief ratified the above of his subordinates (adiyar) the Valilar of 
Sulivarakandan recalling that grant. This was later dated in the 4th year of Sundara 
Pandya. The Valilar had assigned the revenue to he temple which they could not 
themselves do and hence it had to be ratified by the Chieftain who held the tract 
from the King.” 


The evidence adduced is enough to conclude that ail around Madurai the Pandyan 
solidiery were stationed and it had several sections, one of which were the swordmen. 
They were occupant agriculturists as well in peace time and were organised and 
functioning as any other agricultural township, the Ur. 


We may finally notice two grants from out of the soldiery at Palani. In the 
first case the soldiery of Sundarapandyanallur had cultivated lands on Pattapparru (on 
a lease rental). This was exchanged for a Brahmadéya grant made at the time of the 
coronation of the ruler’! The second was a Irayili grant (of the land-dues) to 12 persons 
and it was addressed to the agents of the armed forces in Sundarapandyanallur.” 


To sum up the evidence amply brings out the extensive spread and the location 
of the Pandyan forces the manner of their holdings and the functioning. 


The volume of evidence forthcoming is also the largest during the reign of the 
warrior King Mar. Sundara Pandya L We may now attempt to interpret and suggest 
what the various terms denoted the terms that occur are : 


Parigraham 
Senapati dandanayagam 


Tantram 
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Padal 
Perumpadai 
Mahasenaiyar 


The Munru Kai mahasenaiyar figure mostly in Cola-Colapanddya inscriptions. 
The term in some of the inscriptions seems to be synonymous with Padai Piditha 
Pallayiravar. But it should be noted that this term already occurs in the Pandyan 
inscription of Vira Pandya who took the head of the Colan. 


The Mahasénaiyar, the Perumpadai and Pallayiravar signified the large army, 
the last term cannot denote its strength, except to suggest that it was large. 


Parigraha, in Sanskrit Lexicography refers to the totality or the rear or reserve 
of the army" Hence this can be rendered as the Reserve Force to be called to military 
duty in campaigns as the need arose. Otherwise they were agricultural occupants on 
à par with other agricultural townships with the distinguishing feature only of liability 
of military service. 


The term ‘Tantra’ also means an ‘army’ or troops" and may to a garrison; not 
of a standing army but of a reserve liable to be called for military action. 


The *'Sénapati dandanayagam"' is said to be included in the Tantra. Hence it 
should be a segment or an armour of the ‘Tantra’ or the garrison. It may signify 
the Commanders of the military forces as distinct from the foot-solidiery or the cadre. 


The term ‘Padai’ can be rendered as a Regiment. We have noticed as many as 
eight Padais each represented by a signatory to a documents. The Padaitalaivan should 
be rendered as the head or chief of the regiment. 


The *Valilar’ could be one segment of the armed forces - the ‘Swordsmen’ The 
‘Villiyal? were the archers. There should have been undoubtedly a Cavairy and etc, 
Chieftain and Commanders. The Pandyan Kings were again and again purchasing horses 
from the Gulf countries the Arabs had a busy trade in it during the period. Marco 
Polo testifies to it, and how this purchase depleted the treasures of the king and if 
wassof were to be believed even of the temples? There is hence reason to presume 
the Cavalry constituted one important segment of the Pandyan army. The story of 
Manickavasagar being deputed to purchase horses by Pandya Varaguna is another 


traditional evidence. No reference to any navy is however traceable but there 
could have been one, considering the coastal border, the rich pearl fishery and the 
number of roadsteads. 
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The executives of these land - occupant army men holding subsistance grants 
(Jivitam) may be also noticed. The following terms occur : 


Araytci seyvar 

Tandalnayagam 

Ur Kanakku 

Dada Kanakku, Tantra kanakku 


The first term Araytci Seyvar could be rendered as executives who attended 
to the affairs of the soldiery. The Tandalnayagam were the Revenue Supervisors of 
the Township and attend to the collection of land dues and rentals. They invariably 
figure in grants made by the jivitam holders from their lands or of assignments of 
the whole or part of the land dues or distributed levies decided by the Ur or the 
garrison. 


The Ur kanakku is the Township-accountant. He attended to the land and revenue 
accounts of the Township as a whole of which Jivitant or the occupant holding of 
army men was a part. Sometimes the solidiery itself had an accountant of its own 
(Padai kanakku). It is noticed that the incumbents in the cases cited were different. 
They could have been one and the same in smaller units of holdings The ‘tantra 
kanakku' was the accountant of a garrison. 


These suggestions can be offered as suitable. Inerpretations to be confirmed bv 
further evidence. The data presented help to have an idea of the organisation of the 
armed forces under the Pandyas their spread, their functioning, the management of 
the affairs of the kind-holdings and the conveyance of the part - interests from the 
land-dues and yield from jrvitam lands for charitable purposes and religious institutions. 


It may be noted that the ntam tenure was for contingent service or an estate 
upon condition. As such it is terminable or can be exchanged for other lands. But 
the force of ‘longue duree’ acted as a deterant and in some of the cases cited there 
is almost continuous evidence punctuating the period from the late 12th Century to 
the end of the Ith Century. 
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FOOT NOTES : 


L 


Please see 43 . 1931-32 - Tirumalugandankottai. It refers to one Kanai-irukkai-nattu Manayur 
Tiruvudaiyan Dévapiran alias Rajagandagopalar who had the jivitam of Elur Sembi Nadu. Also 
44 1 1931-32 


For the history of Viraiyaccilai please sce my "Pudukkottai Studies" and pp. 156-162 of my "Collected 
Papers”. 


SH V / 417 - Tirunelveli 

SH V / 452 

SH V / 454 

[bid / 451 

353 1 1959-60 

354 / 1959-60 

SII XIV / 167 

Ibid / 170 

401 / 1907 

20 / 1905 

542 / 1916 

SII XIV / 189. His name is Parakrama Narayana Brahmasrirajan. 
The Colas - IP 1 (1933 Edition) p. 226 


The Münrukai Tiruvelaikkaran also in similar terms undertake the protection of Dalàdayap 
perumballi in Polannaruva in Sri Lanka. They claim the Matantirattonkudi (ie. regiments of soldiers) 
who claim their ancestors as Valafijiyar and those who hand in hand with them (engalodu Kudivarum) 
Nagarattar ullittàr and the Buddhist shrine named after them was under their protection. 


E 1 XVIII - pp. 336-337 for text of the Polannaruva inscription of Vijayabahu. 
SII V / 753 They also occur in an inscription from Urmélalagiyan (Tenkasi taluk) - 616.1917. 


The temple or an endowment of sheep in Muttulingapuram (Nallamaram) in Tirumangalam Taluk 
was under the protection of Padaipiditta Pallayiravar. This fragment is dated in the reign of Colan 
Talai Konda Vira Pandya. This indicates that this armed force had existed even prior to the advent 
of the Colas (ARE 272/63-64) Pl. see infra. 


540 : 1916 

542 ` 1916 

320 : 1923 - Tirukkostiyur 

lol ; 1935-36 - Kunnakkudi 

The Colas - Vol I; pt. 1 p. l5 


Please see my paper on this inscription in my "'Collectd Papers" pp. 104 pp. 
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401 / 1907 
47 1 1929 Also 27 / 1929 Sivapuri 
134 / 1908 


467 | 1962-63. Also 326, 327 / 1961-62 all from Madurai referring to the new grants for deities 
and mathas in honour of the Hoysala rulers. l 


261 / 1928 Nanguneri 

265 / 1928 

253 / 1928 (AD 1229) 

SII V / 417 

633 / 1916 

467 / 1916 

SII V / 418 

554 | 1916 - Pattamadai 
559, 560 / 1916 - Pattamadai 


The reading *Désamanikkanallur Padiyilar’’ seems to require further check. The rendering made 
here fits in with the context.” 


588 / 1916 PL see my paper on -KarisüIndamahgalam" in the “Collected Papers". p. 127 
429, 430 / 1916 

424 / 1916 

439 / 1916 


423 / 1916, from Attalanallur registers the gift of the house to the Vinàyaka deity named ater 
Jagatoppapandar by men who had the supervision over the army." 


433 / 1916 

482 / 1916 - Pappakkudi 
532 / 1916 

526, 527 / 1917 

523, 524, 525 / 1911 

823 1 1911 

525 / 1911 

Tiruvoymoli - 8 - 2 - 4 
Eg. 223 / 1933 (AD 1107) 
Eg. 229 / 1933 

231 / 1923 


= 
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232 | {933 - After the signatory for the 8th division there isa gap in the transcript of the inscription 


a 
[e 


and it is not known if the last signatory signed for any additional division. 

The term seems to be Vàlam and not *valavam" vide 241, 242 1933, 

229 / 1933, The correct name of the scribe should be as in 242.1933 given in brackets. 
24 1933 


The dancing girl is named Sivaghanaximbanda Talaik6li in 2311923. Her name appears in 242; 
1923 as Nakkan Udaiya nacciyar alias Sivasi (Sri)enànasumbanda Talaikóli. Moreover the signatories 
in the two documents 2291933, 2421933 are mostly identical. 


43 : 1933 
SH XIV / 267 
407 / 1916 PI. see p. 35 of my "Ràjendra Vinnagar . 


396 ; 1917 
390 / 1917 
394 : 1917 


391/1917 - Confer. The signatories to the Mannárkoil document above 407 ; 1916. Please see pp. 
35-36 of my "Ràjendra Vinnagar . 


Please sec my Historical Geography of the “Pāndya Kingdom" (Part - 1) 
395 / 1917 
SIE XIV / 267 


"Foreign Notices of South India" - p. 165 


Ibid p. 128 
324 1046 
S25 1916 


398 1916 PL sce pp. 3334 of my Rajendra Vinnagar 
Olo 1917 


613 1917 
5823 ; 1915 
SSO 91S 


6 1915 

SH XXVI 468 

SH XXVI 477 

Ibid 478 

SH XXVI 476, 478 
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GES gees 2 SG = 


272 . 1963-64 Muttulingapuram 

500 / 62-63 (AD 1014) 

503 / 62-63 (AD 1018) 

506 / 62-63 (AD 1022) 

505 / 62-63 (AD 1026) 

507 / 62-63 (AD 1030) 

477 | 1962-63 

479 | 1962-63 

684 / 1905 

330 / 1918 Tirumohur 

SII VIII / 410 

Ibid / 418 

SII VIII / 416 

301 / 1955-56 

302 / d1955-56 

Monier Williams - Sanskrit Dictionary p. 593 
Ibid p. 436 

Pl. See pp. 319-321 of my “Collected Papers" Also Foreign notices - pp. 166-167 
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CHAPTER - VII 


IRRIGATION IN THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 


This study analyses the data gathered from inscriptions on irrigation in the Pandyan 
kingdom. In a study of this rature chronology is of significance to note the evolution 
and development of practices. For one thing, irrigation sources systems and modes, 
rights and practices were rooted in customary usage and prescription. They were seldom 
allowed to be changed unless under compelling circumstances or the custom had ceased 
or had been rendered incapable of performance. As Prof. Maitland observed ‘‘there 
was an indefinite definiteness of rights” in the customary law of the medieval times 
and it could be contrasted with the ‘‘definite indefiniteness" of the enacted statutory 
law of the modern times. So then chronology serves as an aid for rather than an 
essential ingredient of presentation in a subject of this nature. 


The core of the Pandyan Kingdom comprising the districts of Tirunelveli, 
Ramanathapuram and Madurai have varied tracts; the characteristics of each tract and 
even within differ. In every district there is a river ribbon on either bank of which 
wet cultivation through canals flourished. But the genius of the Pandyan population 
secured a triumph over nature. They constructed weirs at a higher elevation of the 
river course and took long canals with capillaries therefrom to feed tanks Also the 
surplus of the higher up source afforded the supply for the lower down tank till 
the very extremity where a large reservoir or a tank conserved as much as possible 
of the flood flows allowing only the inevitable surplus to flow to the sea. We have 
the instances of Kadamba tank at the Tambraparani estuary the Ramanathapuram and 
Rajasinga Mangalam Tanks in the Vaigai and the Vaigai-Nattarkalend in 
Ramanathapuram the Vilathikulam, Vaipar tanks in Sattür, Inland tanks in the course 
of Sanmuganadi like Tiruvaikavur, Aykudi and Sinnamanur on the Suriliyaru course 
could also be cited. 


The residual flow of the waters to the sea was however adequate for the sea 
crafts and boats to enter the roadstead. Inscriptional evidence of a number of roadsteads 
at the east coast from Kumarimuttam (Cape Comorin) all along the Tiruccendür coast. 
Virapandyanpattanam, Korkai, Palaiyakayal and Tondi and others similar ports on the 
Tiruvadanai Coast testify to the utility of the roadsteads and the sea faring activity 
of the residents therein as well as those from abroad, like the Arabs the Moors and 
the Egyptians touching the coast. This serves to indicate the natural flows of the rivers 
at their confluence were still enough to foster economic and commercial activity. 
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In tracing the manner of water use from rivers we mentioned the weirs and 
the canals taking off from them feeding a chain of tanks. This system had several 
inherent advantages. First no river, stream or jungle streams was left unharnessed to 
productive use. We have already noticed the significant but typical contribution of 
Iluppaikudi Kilavan in dealing with the early Pandyan townships. His was a pioneer 
effort to maximise the utility of flash flows in an otherwise arid and black cotton 
soil area. It was an index to show how development of irrigation had taken place 
in the early history of the tract and was coeval with the settlements therein. 


Secondly, the weirs constructed in a services at all advantageous locations 
progressively such as at the joining of tributaries or a gradient from which the flows 
could be drawn and transmitted to a long chain of tanks. This allowed for all flood 
and flash flows to be utilised to the maximum. At the same time, the series of weirs 
was a safeguard for water use in sequence ensuring equitable distribution. The chain 
of tanks with cascading flows for supply again served the same end of filling every 
tank before every lower one got its supply. ) 


The whole course of the river Vaigai from Tiruvedagam to Ramanathapuram 
filling a number of tanks on the south bank of the Vaigai is an excellent example 
of this system. Kondagai, Tiruppüvanam, Marnad, Kattikulam, Tirupaccetti, 
Kirungakkottai, Manamadurai, Ilaiyangudi and a number of other Townships eating 
to this period are fed by the tanks bearing these names. They not only have individual 
channels of supply taking off the river Vaigai but the surplus of every higher up 
source feeds the tanks lower down in a chain or feed smaller tanks (endals) enroute. 
The obligation to fill up the higher up tanks and letting only water through the surplus 
course (as in some Tambraparni channel systems) might act to the detriment of the 
tail-end locations. 


Their difficulty was met by adoption of turns (Murai) and even distribution 
of hours of supply (Nir-Nàligai)' This ensured equitable supply and distribution. 
Another mode of ensuring equity was the allocation of lands in the head-reaches (Talai) 
middle (nadu) and tail ends (Kadai) of the aycut, so that every occupant could have 
some parcels of the best, middling and last grades of supply conditioning productivity. 


The stern system of turns was almost inflexible. Any transgression was visited 
with communal arbitration and frown instances are cited below from the epigraphs. 
Individual transgressions were relieved by invoking community action or alternatively 
led to feuds and fury even leading to killings. Lex Talionis was an accepted mode 
of redressal in the medieval times. 


Secondly the tanks served an even better purpose. They helped to harvest rain 
water store and conserve it. Every tank had catchment areas ahead or on its side and 
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they filled up the tank with local fall. The tanks then were the effective source of 
water conservation and management optimising together the local realisation of rain 
water and the flood flows from the rivers or streams. They also ensured conservation 
of moisture and even foreshore lands were suitably cultivated with short-term crops 
like vegetables or irrigated dry crops. 


The Pandyan Kingdom in this respected a contrast to the Cola heartland where 
canal irrigation from the Cauvery was the only mode. If the upland monsoon failed 
and the freshes of the rivers dwindled or if the local rainfall was scarce, there was 
crop failure and distress’? In the Pandyan river basins the conjunctive use of river 
and rain water and storage system of tanks spread all along the available gradient 
helped to minimise distress of which one does not hear so often in the river tracts 
though in dry upland rainfed tracts this was noticeable. 


In the Cola river tract dry spells after the monsoon, and in mid-monsoon periods 
when flows got reduced and even drawing spells of rains in the monsoon if the fall 
was inadequate difficulty was experienced and yield got affected. 


In the Pandyan Kingdom the tanks were an insurance against such dry spells 
reducing yield. They served as buffer storages and irrigation could be continuous 
irrespective of monsoon fall subject only to the storage capacity of tariks and the 
extent irrigated. This could also be one of the reasons apart from soil fertility for 
the generally higher yield. noticed in the Tambraparani tract as compared with the 
Cauvery delta. ` 


The tanks were a contrast to the modern engineering technique of building 
reservoirs at the foothills. The spread of tanks their gradient and sequence and number 
ensured a more evenly distributed and orderly supply. They also had multipurpose 
use for the community’s daily requirements for bathing washing and for cattle. The 
tanks also helped the subsoil water rechargo and in the summer or dry spells of short 
supply the wells, some sunk in the tankbed itself, afforded essential supply. Invariably 
such wells helped raise seedings. Tanks had other uses: the silt, the excavated earth 
was deposited on fields. It was incumbent on every occupant or his cultivator (kudi) 
to excavate the tank (Kulavettu) or deepen it and remove silt. The proceeds of the 
fisheries accrued to the community which invariable were utilised for tank upkeep 
and maintenance the surplus if any, being used for community purposes for celebrating 
the festivals of the village deities. Ayyanar or other Gods. 


The impression should not be hastily gathered that the custom the conservation 
and the inflexibility of modes described acted as an impediment or deterrent against 
progressive extension of irrigation or wet cultivation, Far from it, the epigraphic evidence 
of the whole period from the 10th to [3th century is conclusive that attempts were 
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continuously made for the progressive extension of the ayacuts reclamation of land 
to wet and economy in the use of water and for accommodating new or additional 
uses by diverting the surplus water or taking off an extensional branch (Kavar) from 
the surplus course of the tank higher up or laterally. The community was conscious 
of such needs and possibilities and acted collectively. Conservative as they were in 
their instinct they were progressive in their determination. 


We have described above by and large, the characteristic mode of irrigation in 
riverine tracts. The tanks were even more numerous in the rainfed areas, though 
necessarily and generally smaller in size. Instances could be cited from the uplands 
of Tenkasi, Kovilpatti and Sankaran Koil Taluks. But there again the progressive 
tendency to conserve water, extend irrigation and bring lands under wet reclaiming 
lands was noticed. 


These upland tracts had also widely used wells either as a primary source or 
for supplemental irrigation. The lands with wells more valued and better priced. Also 
a well by itself, even as water from the tanks was sold as ‘‘nirvilai’’? Consideration 
was shown for lift irrigation and the labour involved in the rates of levy fixed cropwise 
for the Kadamai payable to the King or any assignee. 


A general account of the modes of irrigation has been given above. These are 
illustrated below. In addition layout of the ayacut under the channels and under the 
tanks the breaches that occured and how they were repaired the maintenance of irrigation 
sources and the community obligations are all described besides well irrigation as gleaned 
from the epigraphic evidence. 


Even prior to the 10th century irrigation channels, tanks and well irrigation this 
last especially in the upland areas of Kalugumalai (Nerkunram) tract had been 
assiduously established and utilised. Their earlier development prior to the 10th century 
has been brought out in Chapter IL 


Two inscriptions from Mannarkoil of the I3th year of Jat. Sundara Cola Pandya 
(AD 1030) bring out the types or modes of irrigation in describing the wet lands 
purchased and endowed to Rajendra Vinnagar, the Visnu temple erected in about 
AD 1021 by the Cera ruler Rajasimha in the Pandya tract: the deity was named after 
the Cola Suzerain. 


The lands sold lay in between to the north of the Tambraparani (Tan Porundam 
alias Mudigonda Colapperaru) and south Gatana river (Rajarajapperaru) They were 
double crop, river fed (Aruppaccal), reclaimable land (Malukkadu) capable of being 
riverfed. Drylands (reclaimable) river fed double crop lands in Konadu (Kadayam), 
Pulkulam a tank excavated in a hamlet apparently by a merchant-benefactor 
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(Varimayilletti éri) and its command (purankarai) on the other side of the bund, single 
crop land the lard in its foreshore being a part of a water spread (Ikkulattagam Pu 
nir kovai nilam? 


The second inscription* refers also to the double crop riverfed lands to the back 
of the bund of the Pulkulam referred to. 


Thus, wet lands were directly fed by river channels, taking off from the weirs 
thrown across the river to allow gradient flow. The tanks could also be fed by such 
river channels to store water. Alternatively there were purely rainfed tanks. Of course 
conjunctive storage of the river water and the flow from the immediate catchment 
ahead or on the sides was widely resorted to. The appreciation of the moisture content 
of soils and use was intense. Hence the foreshore cultivation in the tankbeds also 
prevailed. It is reasonable to presume that the community would not permit the 
cultivation of such crops as could diminish the tank storage for irrigating the seasonal 
wet crops This kind of cultivation would be of such crops of short duration like 
vegetables like pumpkins or irrigated dry crops as the water receded therefrom or 
such crops as could be harvested even before the fillings commenced. 


In water rich areas, fed by rivers or tanks in the rain shadow region below the 
ghats there was less need for wells. Wells were however, numerous in the arid uplands 
in Vasudévanalliir, Koilpatti, Kalugumalai and other tracts. These are dealt with in 
detail below. 


We may illustrate the type of irrigation sources in use. In riverine tracts the 
most facile and frequent mode was to construct a weir across the stream at a higher 
elevation and draw a canal at the inost favourable contour making use of the natural 
gradient. They were also connected to tanks especially in the periphery of the river- 
course. 


In the area more dependent on rain the embals or small tanks were common. 
They were also sometimes located at the extremities of the ayacuts under bigger sources 
to store the surplus flows as and when available. Local streams like Nattarkal were 
also harnessed to fill them up. This mode was quite common in Ramanathapuram 
District? 


Well irrigation and lift irrigation where direct flows were not feasible are noticed 
in areas where surface irrigation was seasonal or undependable. Such iocations are : 
Vijayanarayanam (despite its big tank)" Mélainilitanallur" Vasudevanallur "Solapuram 
(Srivilliputur)^ Kunnattür" and Küttappanippatti^ hamlet of Nàvinipatti. Tiruttangal'" 
seems to be particularly depending on surface tank irrigation and equally on ground- 
water and a large number of wells for conjunctive use are noticed therein. In 
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Kovilàngulam in a recorded transaction if one well was not enough the vendee could 
take water from another" This township was in Aruppukkottai Taluk. 


We get a clear idea of the layout of the ayacut lands. This differed as between 
a river-channel command and that under a tank. Under the river channeals the sluices 
were numbered and the parcels of a Olugu or traverse location account. Thus in a 
grant for a Matha at Kallidaikkuricci lands given in the southern hamlet of Madilkuricci 
were to the west of the southern river. 
Ist Kannaru 3rd (Sey) field ⁄ mā 
4th (Sey) field 1 mà 
5th (Sey) field 1 mà 


6th (Sey) field 1 mà 


Ist Kannaru 3rd (Sey) - ^ ma 
4th (Sey) - 2 mà 
Sth (Sey) - 2 ma 


2nd Kannaru ` 2nd (Sey) - 1 ma 
3rd (Sey) - 1 ma 
4th (Sey) - 1 ma 
5th (Sey) - 1 mà 


This brings out that the standard or average size of a parcel was 1 ma, though 
due to partitions they could become subdivided. The fragmentation of holdings had 
however helped the equitable distribution of the lands enjoying irrigational advantages 
which varied from sluice to sluice. In another inscription? from the same township 
the Dévadana lands were located under ten differnt sluices of a main channel. Nallur 
Puravuvarivayk kal. 


The lands were also classified as the highest the second and the third according 
to the rates of assessment borne and the grant comprised lands under different Tarams 
and not all of one and the same taram.” 


In the Vaigai fed Tenkarai lands of Brahmadéya tenure were converted into 
Dévadana and the plots specified. They were irrigated by Bhakta Janalaya channel 


206 THE PANDYAN TownsHips — Part Il 


(Pilar) taking off from the main canal from the Vaigai river irrigating Pattakuricci 
a western hamlet of Solantaka Cm (Solavandan). The following are the lands located: 
ISth sluice - north of Kuvanai channel - Padagam or fields Nos. 12. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20 (9 fields). To the west of the same channel north of the branch Channel 
(Vadi) in the 16th (Sadiram or Square) 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 (9 fields). To 
the west of the same channel 17th sluice - north of the branch channel 12, 13, l4, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 Padagam (9 fields). To the west of the channel, [8th sluice - north 
of the branch Channel (vadi) 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 (9 f ields) To the west 
of the same channel 19th square to the north of the branch channel - 12 to 20 Padagams 
(9 fields) To the west of the channel, 20th square - north of the branch channel- 
Padagams 12 to 20 Padagams and 23rd Padagam - northern bit of 24th Padagams 
(Il fields) To the west of the channel - 2Ist square - to the north of the channel 
I2 to 20 Padugam, 23rd Padagam to the north, 24th Padagam (1 fields). To the west 
of the channel 22nd square to the north of the branch channel - 12 to 17 Padagam 
(6 fields). 


This is an important evidence of the layout of ayacut of the ayacut lands. The 
Pilar (channel) was flowing north-south from the 15th sluice from the main channel. 
The branch channel (vadi) was flowing east-west. All the ayacut irrigated by it lay 
to the north of the branch channel. The fields or command fed by a branch channel 
were divided into blocks (Sadiram) or square and (padagams) parcels of lands within 
each blocks were numbered. The maximum number of parcels within each block ran 
as many as 20 to 24. The inscription is dated in the 3rd year Jat. Srivallabha (AD 
1093)" The total extent of the lands so localised was 3% veli and mā In all 72 ma 
of lands were located in 73 padagams. It can be derived that one padagam was about 
| ma. This strengthens the presumption that the padagam and the Sey denoted a field 
which was about ! ma. The whole extent was constituted into a separate unit and 
named Puravuvarivilagam. 


If the channel head was located to optimise command the contour was not defied. 
The numbering of the sluices and of the blocks and the fields within helped maintain 
olugu accounts and locate and identify parcels of lands and enjoyment. The * padagam”? 
could, perhaps be the equivalent of "fey" occurring in the inscriptions elsewhere. 


In the tank fed areas as in Uri janai, the tank, the ayacut and the parcels of land 
(Tadi) by their names are given for localisation and identification." The field names 
often indicated the name of the original reclaimer of the land or some local identification 
mark like Vannartidal Mari jey etc. Examples of the former are Ramaniarsey Kurranuran 
Sey. Also the particular sluice the high level or middle or low level sluice and 
sometimes the proper name of the sluice, if it had one is indicated." 
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CONSTRUCTION OF IRRIGATION SOURCES 


The construction of irrigation sources was an essential ingredient for any settlement 
and for bringing lands under cultivation. Wet cultivation was preferred for the staple 
cereal requirements to be produced. Its higher value was too well recognised compared 
with the millets. The land assessment on the wet lands was also far higher. As has 
been pointed out elsewhere.* The medieval land-grants were themselves the instruments 
for economic development for extension of cultivation and irrigation. The first act 
of the community to whom the grant was made or who formed the settlement was 
to explore and exploit the scope for constructing a weir across the river or stream 
and excavate canals and take water for irrigation directly through the channel or storing 
in tanks to be drawn through sluices. In rainfed tracts tank construction of varied 
sizes from a lake (pereri) to a small pond (Embal) were undertaken. If the surface 
water collection was insufficient and needed supplementation or there was no scope 
for it wells were sunk. We cite below specific instances from inscriptions: 


In the 33rd year of Parantaka I (AD 940) the Sabhaiyar of Narasingamangalam 
a Brahmadeya in Kiliraniyamuttam gave a deed to the officer of the Cola emperor 
Arunidikaliyan of Marudur in Purankarambai Nadu The latter purchased from the 
Sabha land which had also scope for excavating a tank. The deity Narasingapperumal 
of Anaimalai* had the obligation to pay I8 / /akkasu. The Sabhaiyar had received 
15 Í lakkasu as deposit to defray one-third of the land due ie. 6 / lakkāśu. The interest 
rate works out to a high 40%. 


In addition they received the balance of 12 [/akkasu from the Vendee. The land 
sold was under Urudaiyankulam alias Kaliyaneri. The Sabhaiyar allowed the vendee 
to excavate to the tank and to extend and increase the height of the tank bund as 
much as he wished. This could enable him to increase the capacity of the tank. In 
addition the Sabhaiyar allowed him to impound as much quantity of water as he 
wished consistently with the increased. capacity of the tank and thereby irrigate two 
velis of land. He had to measure 300 &alamis of paddy to the deity. 


Tank breaches in floods or heavy rains were common. The lands reverting to 
nonarable condition or fallows were often noticed. Reclamation efforts were undertaken 
repeatedly. In Kanyakumari in the 29th year of Mar. Vikrama Colapandya the mahasabha 
(Perumakkal) of Rajarajesvaram (Le. the western part of Kumari) resolved and recorded 
their proceedings (Sabhakarya) as below. A merchant of Kumari (Gangai Konda 
Colapuram) Accan Marrili donated an amount of 20 kasu partly collected as 
subscriptions. The 20 kasu were utilised for reconstructing the Konadar kulam which 
had breached in a big flood and was not in use. The Mahasabha also allowed a straightcut 
channel from the .... laikkudi canal’ 
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In the reign of Raj. Kulottunga I it was noticed that Mullippallam in Tirukunrattur 
(to the south of Tiruneiveli) had no occupants. The lands were lying waste. On the 
orders of Vesaliparaiyar as commanded by the Prince on the request of Tirunelveli 
udayan the Sabhaiyar of Uttama Cola Cm in Kilkalakkurram were inducted into 
possession." 


The lands were in a facile Jocation. It was surrounded on its south and east by 
the Uttama Cola channel... and the Sabhaiyar were permitted to take the water 
from the sluice on the Uttama Cola Channel itself and bring back the lands under 
paddy cultivation. Apart from a levy of 4 kasu and 4 Kalams of paddy per ma the 
Sabha occupants had no other land dues obligations or any services (Kudimat) to be 
rendered. 


Another case of the 43rd year of Kulottunga I (AD 1112-13) was in Manappadaividu, 
which was then named as Ambalattadinallur which was the eastern hamlet of Uttama 
Cola Cm referred to above. It was a garrison township. The land granted to Tirunelveli 
udaiyar though surrounded by two tanks on the south and by an old channel also 
on the west was lying in a state of a shrub-jungle. These lands too lay to the north 
of Uttama Cola Vaykkal. The Mahasabha regranted this land to the Devakanmies (temple 
executives); they themselves had to reclaim the land and resume cultivation.” 


Reference has already been made to the great benefactions of Iluppaikkudi Kilavan 
in constructing weirs tanks channels and importing other amenities during the reign 
of the early Pandya ruler Varaguna. In course of time they had fallen into disuse 
and needed repairs In the 32nd year of Kulottunga I (AD 1102-5) the tanks in Alangudi 
land in Iluppaikkudi - there were several of them - in Irunjo Nadu became defunct 
as the inlet channel from the river (Vaipparu) had for long been damaged and could 
not draw water. One of the Araiyars belonging to the houschold servants of 
Alagiyapandya Karunilakkudi Nadalvar re-excavated the open head channel to enable 
it to draw water. The Urar of Alangudi greatfully granted him a tax-free land of 
| mà under Perréneri and black soil land 10 me in extent. 


In the reign of Kulottunga I a land resurvey was undertaken and strenous efforts 
to reclaim lands for productive cultivation and thereby augment land revenue were 
noticed." This activity conspicuous as it was in the Cola country could also be noticed 
in the Pandyan Kingdom though the Cola authority was on the verge of slipping 
away therefrom. 


About the same time (3rd year of Mar. Srivallabha (Circa AD 1093) a dam was 
constructed by Urani Araiyan Madurantakan alias Karunilakkudi Nadalvan of Irunjo 
nàdu? and to mark the bund of the tank (anaikuri) a stone was set up. From the 
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use of the term “Üruni” it could be inferred it was a drinking water source or a 
public utility. This slab is found at Veppilaippatti a village in the same location. 


The most conspicuous example of the canalisation of water the established rights 
and the attempt of constructing a new wein to which the lower riparian objected and 
had to be abandoned consequently comes from Ko Kuruvitturai on the southern 
bank of Vaigai. 


Already canal irrigation from Vaigai through Parakrama Pandyan Kal had been 
well developed. In addition canals had been taken to irrigate lands in Colantaka Cm 
(Colavandan) lowerdown. In an attempt to bring under wet cultivation a Sarvakratukkal 
got a royal grant and constructed a weir near Mettuppatti at a higher level above 
the weir from which the Colantaka Cm occupants took water. The Brahmin occupants 
went to Madurai, waited on the king and objected to this new construction which 
would interfere with the flow of water to the lowerdown lands. The king Jat. Srivallabha 
upheld their objection and the new weir was demolished and filled with earth. The 
established ayacuts were assured of their supply.” 


We have already noticed the Valilar of Suiivarakandan collectively excavated 
a tank and formed an ayacut and endowed it to the temple” In another instance it 
was an individual who reclaimed old waste land and provided irrigation and granted 
it to a Brahmin migrant from Cola mandalam.? 


In Tirumangalakkuricci, (Circa 12th Century) a sluice was constructed by 
Sádujanaérayan Kocalai Nadalvan Nilakantan Niranifijan." In the same place in Dth 
year of Mar. Sundara one Ponerainayar alias Kodiyérrunambi Poduvan of 
Malaimandalam constructed a sluice in the Sundarapandya Peréri (lake) in 
Venrumudisidiya Sundarapandya Cm in Ari nadu.” 


Reclamation effort was frequently resorted to in the uplands of Koilpatti and 
the dry tracts in Ramanathapuram. In Tirukkalakkudi the Maramudalis sold land being 
their collective holdings of the township. Rajendra Colan Kudikkadu and Seliyan embal 
in a public auction to a Bhatta a priest in the temple. The sale deed stipulated that 
the vendee could fill up the tanks included in sale property. He could excavate a 
channel west wards to afford or augment supplies. He could also fill up and store 
water to the maximum water level of the tank." In one case the vendee was permitted 
to club two tanks into one to augment supplies and to provide better command.” 


A Devadana tank Ufijanai had several sluices in Tirumeni alagiya Nallur. The 


priests and the temple executives could not raise crops, nor construct irrigation sources. 
Year after year the lands were lying waste and consequently there was no yield to 
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conduct services and make offerings to the deity. They hence sold the land to one 
Solaimalaiperumal alias Man Sumandan of Sirukambür (Poyyamolinallur) in 
Vadapambaru in Milalai Kurram for him to reclaim the lands" 


A record of the 6th year Mar. Sundara I (AD 1222) specifically provide that 
as per the ancient custom in vogue the Polinangudi Tank lying in the midst of dry 
lands to the south of the temple precints of Tirumattukkarai nayanar shall continue 
to receive inflows from Mattilaru."^ 


In the uplands of Ramanathapuram, even drinking water and conserving rains 
was more important than irrigation sources. In AD 1193 an urani was constructed at 
Aruppukottai by Arulalagappeumal son of Cola Ganga of Tiruvalavayudaiyan*' 
An jadaperumal excavated a canal to the east of an urani for water to flow : the urani 
perhaps, was excavated by a merchant-chief (Pattanasvami) at Ilayathakudi." 


In the llth year of Virapandya the king granted a tax-free land % ma in extent 
for the maintenarce of an arani (U ranippuram) excavated by Aruputhakuttan of 
Iraniyur.? The Urar of Iraniyur followed suit, undertook to defray the residual taxdues 
on the % ma from the collective funds of the township." 


In Tirunelveli a tank had breached and ayacut had been laid waste. A devotee 
purchased the land. He hailed from Talaikkudi in Malaimandalam. As the lands had 
to be reclaimed the earlier levy of 14 accu was reduced and an immutable levy of 
Kalariju per year was fixed to be paid after the tank was restored and the lands were 
reclaimed.” In Kallidaikkuricci in the llth year of Mar. Vikrama (Circa pre 1190) 6% 
ma were sold by ihe Mahasabha to the temple. But the lands had an irrigational 
disadvantage. 


Neither the initial fresh supplies nor the last few wettings could be had; hence 
the duration of the availability of water was shorter than others. Hence, a concession 
of 2 accu was granted and the Tarappadi Accu 13 was fixed as the basis for the 
sale price.^ The King too granted a remission of taxes including antarayam on this 
land." Another way of meeting such differential advantages in irrigation was to grant 
lands under the head sluice or reaches, under the mid-sluice and the tail end in à 
mix." 


From the evidence above it is clear that there was no state outlay on the 
construction of works. The King's Officers and the Chieftains had taken interest in 
creating and reconstructing sources, strengthening the bunds and in increasing the 
capacity of the tanks, ponds and uranis for drinking water. Atmost remission of levies 
due was granted. But in the medieval times customary labour rendered free public 
utilities was common and the beneficiaries could be enjoined upon to construct weirs 
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benefitting their lands, excavate canals, and tanks even in areas far ahead or beyond 
their own residential townships or in which the lands lay. Labour should have been 
comparitively cheap too inferring from the known level of wages a pair of clothings 
per year and food-for the garden tenders or for workers reclaiming lands. 


The role of the community, their physical contribution of labour and their 
responsibilities for the upkeep of the public utilities are even more evidenced in the 
maintenance of the irrigation sources. Of cource damages due to acts of God or Nature, 
beyond the capacity of the local community were attended to with the benefaction 
of interested individuals or chiefs or others. 


We now examine the evidence from inscription in specific cases and how they 
were implemented. 


In the 12th year of Jat. Srivallabha (AD 1102) there was heavy downpour in the 
month of Masi (February-March) rather unusually. The Manomayan eri, the big tank 
of Vijayanarayana Cm breached to the West of the Western sluice; there were 32 
breaches also in the supply channel to the tank. The tank was fed by the Nattar (Nambiar) 
and a few streams taking off from the Nanguneri uplands. The flash flows of summer 
rains were too heavy that year. These were not repaired untill Nambi Sankaran 
Vasudévan of Turuthimangalam who was managing the affairs of Ravi Kodaivarman 
the Venadu ruler. In grateful recognition of this public service the Mahasabha of 
the Brahmadéya named the supply channel as Srivasudévapéraru, and the bund as 
Vasudévan big bund. To further maintain the bund and attend to its embankment 
in future the benefactor Vasudévan also purchased a land (3% kant) and endowed it. 
It yielded for 2 crops 4 kalams which the occupants of the land were to measure 
towards the future maintenance. The land so purchased were in 2 parcels, to the south 
of Tirunilakantan canal east of the mid-field channel taking off from the 8th canal, 
in the first pàdagam and 2nd padagam." 


This was too heavy a breach beyond the capability of the Mahasabha collective 
action. The manager of the affairs of the neighbouring Venadu ruler who had apparently 
interests here closed the breaches and strengthened the bund. He also participated in 
the proceedings of the Mahasabha in implementing the Cola ruler Kulottunga Ps order 
granting tax free lands in AD HOL” 


He had purchased lands too from his own funds and endowed them for future 
maintenance. 


In passing, we may notice the increasing benefactions by the migrants from Kerala 
or those who sought service from Malaimandalam under the rising Pandyas. This trend 
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was particularly noticed after the time of Jat. Kulasekhara and during the reign ol 
Mar. Sundara L 


One Senbagapperai Nayar of Malaimandalam provided for the sacred bath of 
the Vanamamalai emberumal in AD 1236." 


A certain Palliccai Vikraman Adiccadevan alias Aghora Deva of Malaimandalam 
completed the building of the temple of Tirukkoti$varam - Udaiyar which had been 
left unfinished at Urkadu - also in the same reign." 


In the Sth year of Mar. Vikraman, Sengodikkunran Sakrayudan alias 
Vikramapandyapanman of Malaimandalam gifted a land for the services in 
Malayadikuricci temple. The King at the request of his brother-in-law remitted the 
land dues while being seated at Alliyur (Valliyur)? 


The great fillip to grant lands for occupancy reclamation of lands and settlements 
given by Jat. Kulasekhara was already noticed in an earlier Chapter. in about the I4th 
year of his reign (AD 1204) while the King was seated in his palace at Madurai the 
Sabhaiyar of Suttamalli alias Viravinoda Cm supplicated to him. One among the 
Brahmin residents presumably, Karambiccettu Alvan-Bhatta Atiratraiyajiyar represented 
to the King that the tank in their village needed to be excavated and deepened (kulum 
Kallavenumenru). The tank was itself named after the King, Kulasekharappereri. For 
deepening the tank the King donated per year 1000 Dramam from out of the Antaraya 
dues tendered to the King by the Brahmin occupants. The King further ordered that 
this permanent remission order be shown to the temple authorities and the accountants 
of Tirunelveli deity (to whom apparently the Kadanmiai dues from the Brahmadeya 
lands were granted already 


This was a special grant. The deepening of the tank and silt clearance could have 
been more than what the customary labour of the service holders could render. There 
was no regular maintenance grant otherwise, but this grant was on a specific request 
of an influential Brahmin resident for repairs beyond their own capacity and perhaps, 
resources. 


In the !7th year of the same ruler (AD 1207) the Mahasabha of Nigarilicola 
Cm resolved that from the proceeds of Kadamai apportioned levies (vir yogan) Nirttuni 
(Tuni paddy for water) mattiui (Tuni paddy per ma) and all other levies from % ma 
and mundirikai be utilised for supplying and depositing one stone per day in the 
Tirumanjana Turai (the place of ghat in the river from which water was taken for 
bathing the deity) in order to raise the level of water (Alaiyerru) because the depth 
of water in the river flow was not adequate to get clear and flowing water. The 
endowment was made out of the tax proceeds of a land purchased by one Srivallabha 
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Parasuramar from the Mahasabha for being denoted to the temple as ‘“‘Karanmat 
devadana. 5 


This was, perhaps an exceptional case where the Nirttüni (the paddy due for 
water) was remitted. In two other cases, while other items of minor levies and apportioned 
levies were remitted - the Nirttuni was specifically excepted (Nirttuni ningalaka)”*. 
In these two cases the lands were wet and irrigated and yielding and as such the levy 
of Nirttüni being a water regulatory or maintenance charge was insisted upon. 


A grant from Pappakkudi”’ stipulated that from the paddy yield, about 1 kalam, 
Tüni and the fishery rentals from Salaikkulam Tank, the first charge was to utilise 
it for the deepening of the tank and for the repairs to the sluices. The balance of 
the yield was assigned for constructing a hall in the temple. 


Attention paid to the tank maintenance is equally attested by inscriptions of 
the reign of Mar. sundara Pandya. 


A thirteenth century epigraph from Manur recorded that two persons had fallen 
and died in the Turai (ghat) of Madurantakapperaru (presumably the kal feeding Manur 
tank from Cittáru) and a third Sattappan had entred into the low level sluice to open 
the sluice and died." It should be noted that the sluices were constructed a short distance 
from the bund inside the tank or channel and to open the sluice, one had to swim 
and dive inside and lift the stone boulder or shutter. In the process, this sluice-operator 
had died. 3 ma of land in all was granted by the Nadalvan and the Mahasabha granted 
it as Iraiyili to Sattappan and the other two deceased and their successors in title. 


In the 9th year of Mar. Sundara the Mahasabha of Manar resolved as requested 
by the executive looking after the affairs of the township - one Kéraladiccadévan 
alias Korai Sendan of Kudamangalam in Malaimandalam for the merit of the Venadu 
Chief, Tiruppapür mutta Tiruvadi. A Sabha niyoga granted the paddy at stipulated 
rates on the land dues bearing-lands fed by the tank for excavating the tank bed and 
for filling revetment stones (Kundutorum Kuliyum vetti Kallum meérpittu)” 


In the Ilth year of Mar. Sundara L an order was issued “fixing the taxes to 
be levied on the dévadina and other lands belonging to the temples of 
Arikésarisvaramudaiya Nayanar and lyalkattisvaramudaiya Nayanar at Kalakkudi for 
the annual deepening and upkeep of the tank called Parantakappereri irrigating them”. 
(AD 1227)" 


Unfortunately, the text is not available and the specific details of the land levies 
fixed are not known. But it is clear that the maintenance of the tank and its deeping 
were purely the obligation of the ayacut-lands and occupants and not that of the State. 
Also it is surmised the ‘extra levies” did not abridge the payments due to the King 
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as the customary land levies like Kadaniat. Even devadana lands were not exempted 
from the levies 


In AD 1232 (l6th year of Mar. Sundara I), It was recorded that the Devadana 
lands under the tank Sri Parantakappereri and the shares of the service holders together 
measured Tuni, 5 ma Sey against which 2 Kuli of the waterspread had to be desilted 
per year. In addition 30 kalams of lease rental per year and the 70 kalams of fishery 
rental per year were also to be utilised for desilting and excavation of the tank during 
the off season ie. from Cru (April-May) to Ani (June-July) months, and these 
excavated portions shall be measured to the satisfaction of the temple authorities, the 
priests, the Superintendent of Sri Mahesvara Kankani and the officers of 
Sundarapandya." 


Mention has been made already of the weirs, across rivers and streams and 
calingulas on tanks from which the surplus course takes off. These appears to have 
had guards to watch that no breaches occurred and immediate repair work was 
undertaken. The Anai Kappar (the watchman of the anicuts) sold one of their lands 
granted for their needs (Tevar) Six such watchmen who sold the lands were all illiterate. 
They were said to be engaged in the service of the deity of Tirunelveli but residing 
at Maravarkurici.” 


The dry uplands of Ramanathapuram depended more on rains and even drinking 
water and water for sacred bath of the deities had to be conserved in ponds or tanks 
specially constructed. Their maintenance also needed proper attenction we have a few 
instances of the care bestowed on such works. 


In Sivapuri, in the Sth year of Vikrama Pandya the Dévakanmies of the temple 
were themselves to supervise and collect the Melvaram from the occupant-tenants 
holding two specified lands which shall be utilised for the maintenance of a tank 
Tirumenialagiyan as Kulappatti. Perhaps this was a tank supplying water to the temple 
and the township. 


So too in the 20th year of Mar. Kulasekhara-I (AD 1288) the temple executives 
were enjoyed to collect the Melvaram from some other parcels and under their supervision 
deepen a new Punyavatti embal excavated by a benefactor.” 


An artisan, Vira Sirandàn Anandanadan had purchased land under the Saikkalur 
Tank Vairavadaraiyar. This was for the purpose of maintaining the pool within from 
which the water for the second bath of the deity was taken the steps and the bathing 
ghat of the tank. In recognition of the public service the Urar of Saikkalur in Perumbu 
Nadu rendered it as iraiyili and entered the land as such in the revenue register.” 
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The Tirumukkulam in Srivilliputtür is a famous tank where the festival of Andal 
in the month of Margali is performed. The Mahasabha of the township met and resolved 
that every year all able-bodied men shall for every person excavated 1 big Kuli and 
dig a small kuli in the feeding channel for the tank. This was in the reign of Kulasekhara. 
This tank even today is the principal bathing place and water source for Srivilliputtur. 


A Konerinmai kondan grant separated the lands held by Bhagavati Vinnagar 
Alvar and accounted for it separately as “Visnu Citta Vilagam’’ and assigned 
miscellaneous revenue as Devadana. It stipulated however that grant will include the 
tank water spread and the canal which fed the tank "with the waters of Tirumalai 
(a hillock) nearby from the ancient times" thus carefully ensuring the customary 
rights of taking water for the tank even when a regrant constituting it into a separate 
revenue village was made.’ 


Kalaiyarkoil is in the dry uplands of Sivagangai Taluk. The endowed tanks 
and ayacuts were prone to be breached and rendered uncultivable due to heavy 
rains and flash flows or alternatively due to drought. In the 40th year of Mar. 
Kulasekhara-I (AD 1308) a dancing girl of the temple of Tirukkanapper 
(Kalaiyarkoil) had purchased 3 Devadana tanks from another dancing girl. The 
purchase included 3 tanks waterspread, waste lands,wet lands, dry nattam and nattam 
waste and the supply channels to the tanks. These tanks had sometime earlier got 
breached, the lands were waste and the supply channel had became obliterated. The 
purchaser had to excavate and reconstruct the tank, reclaim the land render it fit 
for wet cultivation. In consideration thereof, the lands could not bear the prior 
assessment. It was rendered /raiyili and 2 kalams of paddy for the Kar crop on 
lands which had come to yield and for the 3 tanks, cash levy of % accu (equal 
to 14 panams) for the sandal paste offering to the deity were the only rates of 
land-dues to be levied on concessional terms. And all other levies were remitted 
according to the orders of the King (king’s brother) Vira Pandya. The Urar executed 
the order and directed it to be engraved accordingly." It may be mentioned in 
passing, the dancing girls attached to temples were generally noticed to have capaital 
resources sufficient to undertake such public works. 


We already noticed several other instances of such reclamation of land and 
tank restoration. These works had to be undertaken, repeatedly, in the red sandy 
and loamy soils of the uplands of Ramanathapuram, which were prone to severe 
cyclonic storm and rains breaching the tanks or severe drought. In this respect, 
the tract shared the characteristics of Pudukkottai. The inferences drawn from the 
evidence therein will be equally applicable to this tract.” 
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In the 4th year of Mar. Sundara Pandya 1 (AD 1230) in Kunnattur (Madurai 
Taluk) a breach bad occurred in between Iluppai madai sluice and sappaimalai, 
presumably because of the flash flows from ihe immediate catchment. The breach 
was closed by a benefactor from Malaimandalam (Kerala) Ventalaicceri Kandan 
Kothai alias Alagiyarama Pallavaraiyan. He might have been a native of Kerala 
who might have sought service under the Pandya ruler." 


In Ulagani (Tirumangalam) Tank, there was an earlier perhaps oral order that 
the cash proceeds in (accu) from fishery rentals (Pasipattam) from the tanks in the 
village shall be utilised for the deepening of the irrigation tanks. Kandiya Devan (a 
Chieftain under Mar. Sundara I and ID) gave a written deed that the proceeds of the 

fishery rentals shall be def rayed for the deepening and silt-clearance of the tanks every 
year." 


A similar order permitting the utilisation of the lease rentals from fisheries in 
the tank (@rippattam) in Rajacudamani Cm for the deepening and silt cleanance of 
the tank in the 9th year of Sundara Pandya was recorded at Kullapuram (Periyakulam 
taluk)? 


In Aykudi in Vaikarinadu, the garrison (Padaiyar) of Sundara Pandya Nallur 
were cultivating the tanks 64 ma in extent. In addition several other Devadana and 
other lands measuring 612 ma, in ail, had to be reclaimed as they were rendered 
uncultivable due to the weir having given way and tank breaches. These were granted 
clubbing them into a new Agraharam, named AvaniVendarama Cm (120 shares) and 
adding 8 shares donated during the coronation of the King for 8 persons, they were 
rendered tax-free subject only to a determined lumpsum levy of 720 kalams per year. 
This was dated the 23rd regnal year of a King who is not named in a Konerinmai 
Kondan grant.“ The purpose of the Brahmadéyan grant itself was to reclaim the lands 
fallen waste, to reconstruct the tanks and the weir. lt was the obligation of the grantees 
to undertake these works. Perhaps the lumpsum levy was concessional, in lieu of the 
capital expenditure and labour involved in undertaking these re-clamation works. 


The benefactors were sometimes gratefully remembered and their image sculpted 
on stone. A late instance (Vikranti year) of the Nayak times of one Pettikavundan 
si to be found on a tank called Ponnakulam in Villayanpatti. ' 


Irrigation rights and regulation 


The earliest record of the Sabha of Arikesarinallur a Brahmadeya in Ala Nadu 
is significant. It is dated in the 46th year of Sad: üyan Maran. It records the decision 
(Kaichcham) of the Sabha those who raised an early Kuruvai, taking water beforehand 
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from Srikanta Vaykkal shall be liable to pay a fine of 10 kasu per mà and even 
after paying the fine they shall not raise any early crop. 


The branch channels shall also be opened for water to be let down for irrigation 
according to the recorded decision.^ 


Presumably the appropriation of water in the head reaches for the kuruvai early 
crop had led to inequitable distribution and hence the resolution of the Sabha to regulate 
the flows and manner of opening of the branch channels. 


Twelve inscriptions from Koilkuruvitturai'^ of Jat. Sri Vallabha from the lth 
to 22nd year (AD 1101 to AD 1112) gives the whole history of an attempt to open 
up a channel from Vaigai to irrigate higher up lands on the South bank and convert 
them to wet in exchange for lands in the northern bank. The lower riparians of 
Colàntaka Cm Sabhaiyar objected. The reclaimer a sarvakrutugal had to abandon his 
attempt to dig a new canal and he relinquished the lands. The newly excavated canal 
was closed and filled up. As a consequence the lands not benefitted were granted 
remission. 


The whole history of the case has been detailed in my study "Grant, resumption 
and regrant’’ an extract of the inferences drawn are reproduced below." 


The period late lth and early 2th centuries had witnessed active efforts to reclaim 
lands to extent irrigation and wet cultivation. The Parakrama Pandyan stone masonry 
anicut on vaigai from which the main canal (Peraru) took off was still in the process 
of construction. The quarries from which the stones was supplied to build the ancient 
was a landmark to serve as a natural boundary for the block of lands granted cultivation 
was thus being extended right up to the forest edge. The shifting location of grant 
parcels culminating in the total grant of 24 and odd velis indicate the progressive 
attempts to optimise cultivation and enjoyment. The Temple acted as an agent for 
such agricultural extension. The land-based literate particularly the noteworthy among 
them had won recognition in their traditional scholastic or ritualistic accomplishments. 
But some among them were also men of the world. They had been active participants 
in land-improvement and creation of irrigation-facilities. In a discernibic spirit of 
altruistic self-interest, they were not apt to lose sight of prospects for adding to material 
prosperity, individual and or collective. 


There were recognised differences in command facilities as between the northern 
and southern banks of the Vaigai ribbon. The competing claims for irrigation as between 
the established riparian rights and the needs preferred for extension by the less naturally 
advantageously located lands has been a reccurring occurrence in Vaigai basin. This 
case study affords an early l2th century forerunner of this theme. For similar claims 
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were advanced after opening up of the ayacut under the Tirumangalam cannal taking 
off from Peranai. a few kilometres upstream Vaigai and proceeding southwards in 
Usilampatti and Tirumangalam Taluks In the sixties of the current century, the 
competing claims were between the eastern and the western sides of the canal and 
also between the upper and the lower reaches of the canal. To a student of irrigation 
history, this case study could affect an early but distinct precursor of the contemporary 
experience. 


The keen attenction paid to water management, canalisation of river flows for 
wet cultivation and consiousness of water rights and relative priority of the earlier 
users are all very striking. The Vaigai too was one of the earliest rivers to be harnessed 
fully to beneficial irrigation. The Pandyan rulers were great promoters of the extension 
of water use and management and their names are perpetuated in the numerous canals 
and tanks we owe to the period. 


This case-study also attested the detailed knowledge of hydrological principles 
applied to surface irrigation attained in the Uh and 12th centuries in the Pandyan 
country. l 


A third interesting case is dated in the llth year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1227) 
from kalligudi. The Sabhaiyar of the Brahmadeya, Porpadevi c.m. in Sengudi Nadu 
had lands enjoyed among themselves and the Devadana Jands without being divided 
by metes and bounds. Presumably they pooled the yield and shared it. In that year 
they resolved on a final division of the lands by metes and bound and bifurcated 
(Dvikattinapadiye) lands under four tanks, Perityakulam, Goundaneri, Villikulam alias 
Tirumalirunjolai pereri and Nerkuppai Kumaranarayanappereri. They also agreed to 
let water from the last big tank through a channel through a branch channel according 
to a specific location. Similarly the supply to the Goundaneri shall be [rom the surplus 
of Ràjasingappereri for which they could excavate a new channel. The Sabha accountant 
recorded the rights to be enjoyed according to the final division of the lands and 
irrigation supply from the four tanks hitherto held in common.” 


Two inscriptions from Saligramam regulate the irrigation of lands rendered tax- 
free to the deity. In the first, the King Sadaiyan Maran in the 3rd year of the reign 
ordered the lands of the deity tax-free and that they were to be irrigated by two 
tanks. Varamolieri and Vasudeva eri. He also permitted the irrigation of the said lands 
by the waters of Kulavaneri and that the residents of Nedurur (Nerur) shall not obstruct 
this. 

In the 20th year of Colantalai Konda Vira Pandya. the King from his camp 
at Tiruppálaiyür had ordered the Sabhà of Sülaigrámam to resume Tirukkulungalür 
and pay 900 kasu as land dues. As the Sabha was unable to pay it and to get relieved 
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from the demand, they obtained 100 Ilakkasu through the taking over of the ornaments 
and Tiruvattam” or Tiruppattam and took over the obligation to pay the taxes due 
from the deity on lands under Varamoli eri. They also endorsed that the deity's lands 
shall take for 35 Padagam fields water from Kuluvanai eri for two crops in a year." 


The first was an order of the king and the second the Sabha conforming to 
that order for the supply of water from an additional source. 


Similarly, when a grant of 2 mā was made to the Maramangalam deity the 
royal order conceyed that the fields were to be irrigated by the Big Tank of the 
Township." 


When lands were sold or assigned, the sluice and the tank from which they 
could take water were also specified to define their irrigation rights". The earlier rights 
enjoyed to take water from the canal from the anicut constructed across a stream 
were also continued unimpaired.? 


In land sales the proportionate share of water and the fishery rentals for the 
land sold were also transferred to the vendee.“ 


In some cases the vendee was permitted'to construct a new canal and embankment 
with dimension of 10 rod length (by 16 feet rod) and also to take the channel from 
the surplus course at the Western end in the higher up tank. This permission was 
accorded by the Urars of Muttarasankottai and Kanmiyar Kottai* 


In another sale of land a similar permission to construct a new supply channel 
with embankment was also allowed by the same Urars together." 


These tanks were all located in Kallumadai (Aruppukkottai taluk) a rainfed tract. 
The Urar had taken a positive step to extend irrigation and had permitted excavating 
a new canal with embankments to feed the tanks from which the lands sold were 
irrigated. This additional and supplemental irrigation permitted was also an index of 
the precarious or its inadequacy. 


So, too in Sélapuram (Srivillipputtur taluk) where in AD 1322 the Mahasabha 
of Taniyanai Vira Pandya Cm sold lands to the Colapuram deity they agreed that 
the Sakaraneri tank irrigating the lands shall be eligible to take water from the south 
and north end of the channel taking off from the river flowing nearby. Apparently 
the land sold lay on either side of the channel" 


Finally, we may note an undated but late inscription at Akkalur (Tiruvadanai 
Taluk) which prohibited the baling of water from the temple tank. This was a salutary 
measure to conserve water in the tank for the community and temple use in the 
water scarce eastern part of Ramanathapuram district." 
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The Tambraparani tract was a contrast, in that the river and the canal supply 
was almost perennial. the river Tambraparani and Chittaru which joins it as Sivalapperi 
(Küdalur) had permitted a number of channels to be taken and some of them fed 
tanks as well. 


Lands sold in the 28th year Rajaraja I (AD 1013) had channel skirting them on 
all sides. 


To the east, was the Marudamadaikal. To its south was (a channel) taking off 
from a spring in the river bed to the west was the Perungal (Big channel) and to 
its north was the Perungal which had taken a turn towards the east and also another 
feeder channel (taking off from the Perungal) for supplying the tank. The lands were 
sold by the Nattar of Murappanadu.? 


However another land sold by the same Nattar had to be irrigated by lifting 
water from a channel (Tattukkalal Nir Iraiccu) and a channel was dug by a benefactor.” 


The lands to the north of the river Tambraparani were fed by tanks and there 
were two such tanks - Pulakulam and Kulakkudikulam which irrigated lands sold 
for a lamp service by the Mahasabha of Srivallabha Cm (Sivalappéri) about the same 
time.” 


In selling lands in a Matha the Mahasabha of Vīra Somidéva Cm (Murappanādu) 
ensured that the pathway proceding north-soyth was secured for easement rights and 
similarly another pathway was laid at the head of the field bond continuously for 
beneficial public use?" rights of irrigation were thus consistent with other easement 
rights continued and preserved. 


Velur was a Nagara called Madurodayapuram. They sold land for 1 accu recovered 
from a Sivabrahmana in the 3rd year of Jat. Vira Pandya and undertook that the 
garden would be supplied with water without any shortage by lifting from 
Tiruppurkudai Velur lay on the Western high level bank of Tambraparani river. The 
baling might be from a stand erected on the bund of the river or on a pond.” 


In Seighalur (Seidunganallur) in Murappanadu then known as Tiruvaranga Cm, 
a Brahmadeya a donor Viracóladevar had got on usufructary mortgage land to the 
south of a stream Kulai aru. This was converted into a sale and the earlier rights 
of the Brahmin holders were terminated in a Konerinmaikondàn grant. The lands so 
transferred included the water spread land or commandable lands (Nirnilam) wet (nafi jai) 
dry the tank and water spread and the canal and the land on which the canal flowed 
which had been previously feeding the tank." 


The Urar of Kulas@khara Nallur sold dry lands which had a cash land-levy of 
100 panam besides wet land commandable by the southern sluice in Kottür tank. The 
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township Sayamalai was in the uplands of Sankarankoil taluk. Care was taken to stipulate 
that the proportionate share of the ancillary rights in the Kottur tank (viz. fishery 
rentals etc.) and of the lean periods of supply and scarce supplies when the tank supply 
was draining off, shall be enjoyed by the fields” 


The Mahasabha of Sri Sundara Pandya Cm sold land as Kudiningakkaranmai 
to one Venavudaiyar. They deduct the extent sold from their holdings account but 
added it to the devadana for which the vendee endowed the lands. But they stipulated 
carefully that the lands shall be irrigable from the canal taking off from the sluice 
from the big tank of the township - Sundarapandyappéréri from the Sth and 6th sluice 
which commanded the land.” 


In Kuttalam (coutralam) in the 2nd year of Jat. Vikrama when the Mahasabha 
sold 1/16 veli of land they allowed the vendee-donor to convert a dry land into wet 
and take water from the tank of the Agaram for irrigating it? 


In the cases noticed above water rights were transferred with the lands sold and 
the customary supplies were ensured. There were instances in which water rights alone 
without any sale of land were sold for a consideration (Nirvilai). This could be because 
either the lands suffered for luck of supply or due to inadequacy of supply. Also 
in times of scarcity or deficit supply the temple lands could have been afforded a 
more assured supply than the other occupied lands in public interest or out of a charitable 
motivation. They could also be attributed to the abandonment of breached tanks and 
diversion of supply or out of distress. These instances characterstically occur in the 
predominantly rainfed uplands like Tirukkalakkudi, Sannavanam, Kunrakkudi 
(Tiruppattur taluk) (Ramnad district) and Darukapuram in (Sankarankoil taluk), 


In AD 1228, the Araiyars of Virayaccilai lamented that their occupied lands under 
the tank called Amaradiccan had breached and fields were laid waste and bunds been 
obliterated. Hence they sold the water of that tank to be let into Marudangulam for 
a consideration of 18 Palankasu to the Urar of Kumattakkudi. They allowed the vendees 
to cut open the bund of the tank sold and take water through a channel taking off 
therefrom which was to run along the northern tail end of another tank Pirankulam 
so that water could be taken therefrom to Marudangulam.* 


A transaction from Sannavanam in the 26th year of Mar. Kulasekhara (AD 1294) 
had several interesting features. The Urar of Kurumbarrangudi sold land and water 
rights for 20 panam. The land sold had some well-irrigated wet lands and a well. The 
wet land called Manjal Sey was prised 10 panams. The well and the waste land were 
priced at 10 panam in all 20 panams. 
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The Urar had to enter into this transaction out of distress as they could not 
otherwise remit the Kadamui dues to the king's men. As the land was waste, the vendee 
could reclaim it to the west of the western bund of the well (Keni). He could also 
take the well water for any other Devadanam lands he wished to irrigate Manjal Sey 
was one such endowed land already wet. He could also take water for the waste lands 
newly reclaimed, in taking water, he shall only utilise the proportionate share of water 
due on these lands and not utilise any excess. When taking water from from the 
big sluice he shall take the water by the side of the eastern bund of Tattan Sey of 
Alvanpidaran. The Urar agreed to make available land (for easement) to form a channel. 
The other land levies including service for maintenance of tanks were not to be 
demanded.” 


The sale of water rights alone in the 12th year of Mar. Kulasekhara (AD 1280) 
by the execultives of the solidiery of Malaiyadikuricci has already been referred to 
in the previous chapter." 


Finally in the year Plavanga the Urar of Tiruccanamalagiyanallür sold to the 
Mudaliyar of Tiruppalaivasal the surplus, waters. Samikulam the tank irrigating the 
vendor's lands, when filling without allowing it to spill or overflow the Urar agreed 
that such water might be taken to Pungudi tank by cutting open on the eastern 
bund of the former tank upto a point called Koyaduturai. This was aptly called sale 
pf surplus water (Marukalvilaippramanam).'” 


This was perhaps a late instance but it brought out the water conserving spirit 
of the Urar and their anxiety not to spill but make full use of scare water resources 
for beneficial use of course at a price. 


We may notice a few instances of irrigation disputes and how they were settled. 


The first is the case of an irrigation dispute which is detailed in a series of 
inscriptions in Ko Kuruvitturai on the banks of the river Vaigai to which a reference 
has already been made.'” 


Lands endowed for the Visnu temple of Koil Kuruvittural were spread on either 
bank of the river Vaigai. The northern bit lacked irrigation facilities. The southern 
area was larger and the slope from Vaigai enabled good command. Already a stone 
masonry work for a weir across the river was constructed and the stones were supplied 
from the quarries near the hills to the south. The Parakrama Pandyan Canal (Peraru) 
took off from the weir and was irrigating the Devadana lands The lands under this 
canal were called Parakrama Pandyan Katttalai. The lands to the south were exchanged 
for the bits in the north bank and the lands so exchanged were granted in the Yth 
year to Sri Harsan Narayana Bhatta Vajapéyi Sarvakrattukal of Kiranür. He was 
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authorised to excavate a new channel by name Sri Vallabhakal from the river and 
to disafforest and bring the lands under cultivation. 


Also lands on the northern bank which were scattered and not commandable 
were exchanged for a contiguous commandable block to the South of the river. This 
was in the llth year of Jat. Srivallabha. 


Five years later the Sabhaiyar of Colantaka Cm complained to the King that 
the Sarvakratukkal who got the block of lands to the south on Karanmai had excavated 
a new canal. That intercepted the drawal by their own channel lower down and interfered 
with their established riparian rights. They represented this to the King, and with the 
royal approval the new canal was closed and filled up with earth. 


Consequently the lands granted in exchange for the northern block could not 
be irrigated and cultivated and they were resumed and the status quo restored. 


This evidence is important. Prier user for irrigation and lower riparian rights 
were protected. Extension of irrigation was permitted only if it was consistent with 
the established users' rights. 


The second is a case of water dispute between the Urar of Alarvay alias 
manabharananallür and Adalaiyür in the 12th year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1228). 


The manner in which it was resolved is not known as the inscription is 
incomplete." 


Vindanür was an old grant by Ràjendra Cola I to the temple of Rajendra Vinnagar. 
(AD 1036)" But in the next two centuries it got involved in a boundary dispute. 
Sendalangaradasar who erected the shrine of Kulasekhara alvar in the temple got the 
lands released from the boundary dispute in about AD 1221 with the Nagarattar of 
Avanimartandapuram (alias Vindanür) in Kurumarai Nadu and the Urar of Puliyur 
in the adjoining Tenvari Nadu and with Srivallabha Cm Brahmins. He not only traced 
the original grant deed but also recovered the detailed boundary record of the reign 
of the Cola Rajéndra-l, of AD 1021. He got the disputed lands regranted to the new 
shrine and reclaimed the lands made them fit for cultivation and excavated tanks 
called Tiruvaykkulappéreri to enable wet cultivation. 


To this effort the object of which was one charity and merit the Urar of Puliyür 
the Nagarattàr of. Vindanür extended their active co-operation. 


In a record of the 5th year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya (circa A.D. 1221 (?) 
the urar of Puliyür alias Nrpaculàmaninallür of Tenvarinadu had granted to the 
Kulasekhara shrine, the following right to take water: If their village big tank fed 
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by the river (Cittaru?) was filled the surplus water let through the surplus outlet below 
passing through the eastward flowing old channel for filling the Devadàna tank 
Mudukudi Nadalvan Kulam of this Nayanar could be intercepted, but only after that 
tank was filled and taken through an east-flowing channel that could be excavated 
to the Tiruvaykkulappereri. They had also agreed that the they would not allow water 
to go waste opening the (surplus) channel-course. 


The residents constituting themselves into the Township-body (urayisainda trom) 
had singed a document for and on behalf of the Township community : 


Puliyur Kilavan (Headman ?) 

Pittan Alavudaiyan alias Sri Vallabha-muvenda elan 

Suriyan singan alias Uttama-Pandya Muvendavelan 

Kovan $ingan alias Danasetti 

Udayan Kovan alias Sundara Pandya Müvendavelan 

Kulottunga Cola Pallavadaraiyan 

Kovan Madevan alias Madavarayan 

Perumal Séndan alias Jaya Pandya muvendavelan 

Singan Ganavati alias Vanavan Muvendavelan 

On their dictation the document was drawn up by the urkkanakku (accountant) 


Nenmaliyudaivan Udayan Singan alias Kula$ekhara Muvenda Velan. The names could 
be suggestive of the composition of the Ur as a Township organisation. 


Sevan years later, in the month of Ani, a similar grant of irrigation rights was 
made by the Nagarattar of Vindanur alias Avanimartandapuram. They had permitted 
the excavation of the tank, with the bund of the supply channel dug within the tank 
water-spread to serve as the bund of the tank as wel! for the Tiruvaykkulappereri 
for which the (surplus) cf Puliyur Tank would be let. While excavating the tank, 
the eastern bund was to be cut and formed into a bund on and along the south- 
western end of the dry field (Nagarattattianvilai) in the village. The western bund 
of the channel was to run on the village limits of Puliyurar. 


The signatories to this grant were those who were authorised to act for 
Avanimartandapuram nagarattar (Nagarattukuccamainda Nagarattom)."" 


These records show how very much the established irrigation was protected and 
yet new extensions and utilisation of the surplus flows of water was permitted. Also 
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no water was to be allowed to go waste. The dispute involving three constituents was 
resolved in a spirit of amity and concord mainly because it blessed him that gave 
and him that benefitted out of it. 


The evidence adduced above are further amplified by the corroborative testimony 
of later inscriptions. For one thing there was not much technological change. For another 
the customary rights and conventions still held the field. The force on that custom 
was felt fully during the Nayak times and had lingered even later. 


Even in later Pandya times in Tenkasi an anicut across a jungle stream was 
constructed at Singikulam."" 


A verse inscribed at Singikulam praises Sundara Pandya for constructing an anicut 
and excavating a canal.” At the same place in K 772 (AD 1596) one Malaiyittan 
excavated a spring channel from the stream to irrigate some lands which had no 
sufficient surface supply. In AD 1586 (K 662) while describing the boundaries of 
the land sold reference is made to a boat-stand from which people were ferried from 
_Attalanallir to Sattuppattu two prosperous villages in the South bank of Tambraparani.'” 


In AD 1664 Neyinan Khan son of Saiku Khan Kutti Khan renovated the sluice 
of the local tank at Munanjupatti.''® 


In Tiruppattür, the rainfed tract, the ponds (Uranis) were valued as the principal 
and perhaps the only drinking water source. In AD 1522, a watershed was erected on 
the eastern bank of the Urani at Tiruppattür."' And another at Talakkavur two years’ 
later. Under the Vaigai-fed Nilaiyür channel which took off from an anicut at 
Mannadimangalam, it was arranged that the Dévadana Kattalai lands shall be eligible 
to take three turns of irrigation. This record of AD 1644 attests the community 
interest in providing augmented supplies for the Devadana lands. A late grant in AD 
1646 by Tirumalai Nayakkar permitted the right of feeding from the Nilaiyur channel 
in tanks around the hills belonging to Subrahmanya deity at Tirupparankunram.'^ 


The maintenance of irrigation sources continued to be funded from the fishery 
rentals and the community could commandeer the services of the residents especially 
in the rainfed tracts like Vasudevanallur.'? 


In AD 1590, the temple authorities of Nanguneri and the Brahmin assembly of 
Sivaramangalam granted the fishery rights in Cola Pandyapperéri to certain residents 
in return for clearing the tank of silt every year."* Similar arangements were made , 
Adaiccani a Gatana-fed tank in A.D. 1584!" The Nayak ruler Virappa ordered that 
the fishery rental receipts (Pasivilai) be invested in deepening the Big Tank of 
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Tiruvadavur and in excavating it further!" 


These instances attest that the practices derived from the medieval evidence were 
in vogue even right up to the loth and 17th centuries. 


After the British administration was established departmental activities were 
organised. Government’s own authority had grown and the assertion of the legally 
enforceable individual rights, which were justiciable began to strike roots. That could 
be dated about the mid-I9th century. Correspondingly, the ancient authority of the 
community which could enforce customary practices, consistently with harmonised 
innovation, had weakned. 


We may now sum up the conclusions that can be drawn from the data presented 
above for the medieval period. 


A SUMMING UP 


Land grants and assignments were themselves the instruments for land 
development, particularly for the formation of tanks, canals and ponds for drinking 
water or for bathing and for temple ritual purposes. These were undertaken also as 
part of reclamation efforts to bring back lands waste on account of breaches in the 
tank. supply canal and the canal system. There is no evidence of the King himself 
undertaking such works at what we might now term, “State expense”. Nor, were any 
funds earmarked from the King's Treasury for such or maintenance . 


The construction of tanks and wells and river channels beside ponds (Urants) 
as public utilities were products of the community effort - either collectively or by 
individual benefactors. At best the King acted as a “Catalyst”, granted temporarily 
or permanently the remission of a part of the land dues, Antarayam for instance on 
the request of the affected community waiting on him. The most conspicuous examples 
of construction or maintenance works undertaken were of individual chieftains or 
benefactors. Several of them were from the Venadu Kingdom across the Ghats who 
have, perhaps, held positions of command or authority even in Pandyan Townships. 
Such benefactions were gratefully acknowledged and works named after the donors. 


Labour should be readily be forthcoming from the benefitted townships. Service 
for public utilities, their creation or maintenance was a charge on land, specially enjoined 
on the cultivators and casual labourers. 


The maintenance of Channels and channel heads was specially cared for by the 
Watchment at the head stuices. The soil und channel clearance was a regular yearly 
obligation on the occupants. Extraordinary repairs beyond the collective capability of 
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the townships were undertaken by the Chieftains and benefactors contributing their 
resources also in part. Regular annual maintenance was met by the proceeds of the 
lease of fishery rentals which was ubiquitous. Where again such maintenance, especially 
after a long lapse or simultaneously with reclamation required special outlay and efforts 
remission of the land dues or concessional rates thereof were granted both by the 
King and the community or by either. Increment remission was another mode availed 
of. In operating sluices and in flash flows casualities had occured and such persons 
who acted to protect the public utilities or works and lost their lives were compensated 
or rewarded by blood-grants for enjoyment by their successors. 


The zeal of the community, their vigilance and their contribution were in evidence 
much more all over the Kingdom. Their sense of participation was at once a recognition 
of the public utility and consciousness that it is in their interest to maintain them 
applying labour and rendering prompt service. Local labour instantly applied should 
also have rendered the system of repairs at once effective and cheap. The knowledge 
of hydrological techniques, simple though they were quite high and efficacious. These 
were possessed by the hereditary artisan classes largely and they were of avail to the 
community which rewarded them with land-grants or other public contribution. 


Irrigation rights and regulations were the result of collective deliberation and 
action of the community. It ensured extension of irrigation consistently with 
conservation of rights of prior users. The system of canals and tanks filled up in 
succession ensured an inherent equity and order in the terms of supply. The custom 
ensured it. The community vigil was a safeguard against its abuse. Consistently with 
such customary rights, the king as well as the community through their collective 
accredited organisations the Mahasabha, the Urar and the Nagaram could create new 
rights and authorise extension of irrigation. 


The maintenance of irrigation sources was clearly the obligation of the community. 
Every occupation of cultivator under him had the obligation to contribute labours. 
In addition the yield from lands specifically endowed for maintenance and the fishery 
rentals were the mainstay for repairs and clearance of silt and deepening of tanks. 
Works which were beyond the capability and the resources of the Community were 
supplemented by royal grants of a portion of the cash dues from the ayacut to the 
King. By the same token there were no public outlays from the State for such 
maintenance. It was acknowledged a collective effort and a community obligation. 


The operators of the sluices, the watchmen of the anicuts weirs and bunds and 
tanks and other such services were endowed Jrvitam lands. The sluice-opening some 
times involved diving into deep storages and some-times lives were lost. Such cases 
were recompensed by the Community granting subsistance grants or blood money 
to the next of King. 
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Irrigation rights were a part of the sale of land where wet lands were sold. TNe 
accustomed supply and the proportionate share were transferred with the land. In 
exceptional cases additional water and special concessions in the share of the water 
during times of scarcity and the fag end of the irrigation season (when the tank had 
been practically emptied and not refilled, were permitted by the community especially 
for the temple lands. Supplemental irrigation and conjunctive use of tank and wells 
in rainfed areas were in vogue. Wells were valued and had a high price. Lifting or 
taking of water when direct flow was not feasible was permitted and a concessional 
levy of land demand was charged - half or often her even one fourth'?? of the rate 
for surface supply - to compensate the additional labour and the constricted supply. 
which might diminish yield. 


Irrigation disputes between different townships between individuals and the 
community were noticed. Such disputes were either resolved by the consensus of the 
Community and their collective composition or by the King's intervention. The principle 
of protecting lower riparian rights was assiduously applied. 


There was system enforceable by custom. It had been enduring, The community 
and different sections thereof had exercised collective vigil and authority to enforce 
what was established consistenly with progressive and positive improvements, extensions 
and developments that were feasible. To conclude Community safeguarded the old 
practices and regulations but were willing to undertake new works and extensions 
consistently with those practices and custom. 


FOOT NOTES : 


L On the "Nirnàligai" please also see my "Pudukkottai Studies" (pp. 156 to 159). the more scarce 
the water resources the more rigorous was the system. 


t2 


On the distress in the Cola townships please see my "Land grants and agrarian reactions" 
Please see belcev: the Chapter on "Land levies and dues" (Chapter VIII) the Vadakkadan rates. 


For the detailed history of this temple, please see my "Rande Vinnagar ` 


tod La 


SII XIV 144; EI XI pp. 205-297 "Arrupüccal" rendered as "six weng: ` in " Rájendra Vinnagar" 
should be revised as "river-fed". 


SH XIV } 45. 


This practice was universal in the Ramanathapuram Zamindari and even in some Vaigai-fed tanks 
in the Sivagange Zamindari within living memory. The author could testify to even temporary 
water-spread pattas (Nir Korvai or Kulamkorvai nirppidi patta `` issued by the Estate Collectors 
of Ramanathapuram which had detailed conditions set out, sometimes, to safeguard the optimal 
filling of tanks and their storage. He recollects a specific instance of a patta granted by the Estate 
Collector of Siveganga to one Vairavan ambalam of Pappankulam, the higher up Inam village 
in Survey No. |: of Tiruppuvanam Tank Waterspread inspected in the settlement of the Sivagangai 
Zamindan estar 
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8. 


411 / 1906, 413 / 1906 - Sivalapperi - Rājarāja I (AD 1013) 119/1905 - Tiruvaldsvaram - Jat. Sundara- 
Cola-Pandya (18) (AD 1035) SII XXII/422 : Vira Pandi (Periyakulam taluk) Sundara Pandya (11+3) 
393 / 1917, SII XIV / 267 - Ref. to Srivallavan peranaikoil - Kilappavur- 


Jat. Srivallabha 
618 / 1917 - Ürmelalagiyàn - $ 1421 : Two weirs referred to : 


496-A / 1909 Célapuram DATE NA. A Weir across the 
SII XXVI / 524 (Srivilliputtur) stream and a number 
of anicuts 


324 / 1923 - Tirukkostiyur / Mar. Kulasekhara - I (29) 
540 / 1922 - 556/1922 Tiruttangal - Mar. Sundara II (441) - 
Mar. Kulasekhara - (6) 


6 & 7/1927 

1984-85 / No. N.A. 

342 / 1949-50 

502 / 1909 SII XXVI / 530 

225 / 64-65 

145 / 56-57 

559, 560, 561, 563 / 1922 

396, 397/1914 

SII / XXIII / 117 - Kallidaikkuricci 
319 / 1916 - Kallidaikkuricci 


. SII XIV / 241 - Vijayanarayanam 


SII V / 294 - Tenkarai 


. For eg. 191 / 1980-81 - Unjanai 


SII VIII / 417 - Tiruccunai 


Pl. sec my "Land grants and agrarian reactions" pp. 33-34 


. SII Ill / p. 240 


See Supra p... . for its history. 

TAS Ip. 249 

SII V / 436 

SII XXVI / 468 

340 / 1930 - Kundalakkuttu (Sattur tk.) 
Please see my “Collected Papers" pp ! to Il 


2. 345 / 1929 - 30 - SI XIV/203 
. For the detailed history of the case please see my “Collected Papers" (pp llO to 125) 


SII VII / 416 


n2 
LS) 
c 
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Ibid » 417 
350 + 1965-66 


. 351 ; 1965-66 


107 / 1916 
103 ` 1916 
198 / 1950-8] - Uñjanai - Vira Pandya (Mh century) 


40-A 84 ` 1924 Periccikoil 


4l. 


42. 
43. 


510 ; 1962-63 
42 / 1926 

I 1926 

7 / 1926 


. SII V / 416 
- SH XXIII ` 9€ PL sce ibid p. 53 for data 
. SII XXIII / 91 


Confer SII XIV 241 - Vijayanarayanam 
SU XIV : 23] 


Ibid - 226, The inscriptions is dated in the regnal years of Kulottunga I but the inscription above 
of the very next vear is dated in the reign of the Pandya Jat. Srivallabha. 


2524 1928 


2. 522 / 19i] 


587 ; 1915 - DarukapuramƏ 
SII XIV ; 482 


, 634 ` 1916 - Sermüdevi 


646 ; 1916 - Sérmadévi - Jat. Kulasekhara - Yr. ll 

648 . 1916 - Sermádevi - Mir. Vikrama - 7:1 

482 / 1916 - Jat. Kulasékhara - 4 

430 / 1906 

429 ' 1906 

201 : 1935-36 Once, the text of the inscri ption becomes available, this statement can bear a recheck. 
323 1915 - Kaduvetti (Tenkasi Tk.) 


. 45 (.1977 - Tirunelvéli - Mar. Vikrama 
. 58 | 1929 - Sivapur 


62 ; 1929 - Sivapuri 


. 38 / 104647 - Sakkóttai - Mar. Srivallabha (4) 
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. 543 / 1926 My interpretation of the text differs from the gist in ARE 1926 
. 545 / 1926 - Srivilliputtur i 


SII VIII / 169 


. Please see my Chapter on "Irrigation" in my "Pudukkottai Studies" 


79 11929 In a late assignment of a similar nature the fishery rentals were earmarked for the annual 
excavation and silt-clearance of the tank at Kunnattür from year to year - 277/1964-65 


283 / 1963-64 

149 / 1908 

301 / 1955-56 - Palani 

315/928 - Vellaiyampatti (Nilakkottai tk.) 


. SII XIV / 78 


ARE 318 to 329 / 1908 
Please see pp. 110-125 of my "Collected. papers" 
262 / 1963-64 


EI XXVII pp. 92-93 * Tiruappam" appears to be a mis-reading, perhaps Tiruvattam or Tiruppattam 
fits in with the context. 


Ibid - inscription "B' at p. 93 

SII XXVI - 507 - Maraneri. 

30 and 31 ' 1936 - Sannavanam (Tiruppattur tk.) 

544 ! |926 Srivilliputtur 

288 / 1977-78 - Kallumadai - Mar. Kulasekhara I - Year 37 (AD 1305) 


. 287 / 1977-78. - Mar. Kulasekhara I - Year 17 (AD 1285) 


289 / 1977-78 
SII XXVI-5I5 
595 / 1926 


All 4 906 - Sivalapperi of also 412.1906 for similar lands surrounded by channels - Rajaraja I 
28 (AD 1013). 


413 / 1906 
422 + 1906 
435 . 1906 - Murappanadu AD 1266. Please sce for its history my “Collected papers" pp. 146 ff. 


. 384 ` 1959-60 Velür (Kasba) as it is now known is across the Tambraparani on the western bank 


opposite Srivaikuntam town. 


359 1959-60. Sevdungangallar - Konerinmaikondan - H. There seems to be a distinction between 
"Nirnilam" and "Naüjay"" but the Tamil Lexicon (Vol. IV p. 2304) equates the two. Perhaps, the 
former signified commandable land but not yet transformed into wet and latter actually under 
wet cultivation. 
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596 / 1915 - For a similar stipulation of the specific share of water for lands sold by the soldiery 


at ‘Tenmalai picase see 610.1915 (Mar. Sundara I) , 


613 : I9i5. 
. 434 . 1917. 
90/1916 Tirukkalakkudi. 
23 : 1916. 
Please see supra p... . 586/1915 Darukapuram. 
29 + 1909 - SIL XXVI - 29. 
For a detailed history of the case. Please see my “Collected papers 
235 , 1923. 
ARE IP / 1905. 
Please see “Rajendra Vinnagar" pp. 24-25. 
3 / 1912 Jat. Parakrama. 
266 | 1941. 
267 / 1941. 
414 ` 1916 Tiruppudaimarudur. 
51] / 1944-45. 
177 ! 1936. 
247 + 1986-81. 
313/. - (The card index is misplaced). 
314 / 1928. 
352 ` 1040-50. 
262 ; 1928 - Nanguneri. 
556 ` DL 
SH VIII - 424. 
For eg. 500 : 1909 - SIE XXVI 528 Colapuram (Srivilliputtür) 


130 1908 - Tiruppattur. 
385 to 387 / 1961 - Viluppanur. 
399 / 2907 - Kodumalur. 


`` pp. HO f. 
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CHAPTER - VIII 


LAND DUES AND LEVIES IN PANDYAN TOWNSHIP 


Land levies can be classified under two main heads : 
(1) Land dues to the king. 
(2) Land dues payable to an assignee. 


Under the category, the transferred assessments payable to the beneficiaries, the 
Brahmadéyas and the Dévadanas are a species. The Jivitam holder, in his turn could 
assign his dues to a beneficiary. 


In addition, land-dues to the Urar and the Notär either in cash or in the form 
of services or occasional demends (tevai) or distributed (viniyogam) were the obligations 
cast on the occupants, or the cultivating tenants. The latter bore the services obligations, 
invariably. 


the principal land levy payable to the King was the Kadamai. It could also be 
assigned to the beneficiaries like the temple, or the Brahmadeya or to a jivitam holder. 
In addition there were ‘‘sillirai’’ supplemental levies like the Anatarayam payable in 
cash. 


Several modes of land levies were noticed : 
(i) Varigai - a graded levy based on the crops grown and yielding, 
(ii) Nilai irai or Vadakkadan - an immutable or permanent assessment. 


(iii) Ottu irai - a lease-amount or rental. In the last 2 categories some times 
a moderating factor for failure of crops is stipulated; in others it is not. 


In the nature of the available evidence we are not able to get at the King's 
levies in all the townships. They are available from specific cases of Vellanvagai tenure 
or lands converted to Vellanvagai tenure and made over to a beneficiary. The bulk 
of the evidence rulers to the assigned revenues or Kadamai made over to beneficiaries. 
The several modes indicated in the preceding paragraph also applied to such cases. It 
is land to distinguish between the land assessment and a rental in these cases of assigned 
land-dues. The quantum payable in these cases also vary; it has to tbe surmised that 
the variation is relatable to the content of the grant-rights and enjoyment. 
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The analysis of the land-dues has to reckon with several factors-lands 
reclaimed bore a concessional rate or in some cases they were granted 
incremental remission. Secondly the rate of levy depended on the tenure 
of the land and the quantum of assignment to a beneficiary. Thirdly, when 
assigned lands were granted on a service tenure a concessional rate was 
applied in consideration of the performance of service. These are of course 
individual pecultarities. But from the rates of assessment in a tract a pattern 
can be discerned. For this purpose the available evidence is compiled and 
presented in the tables appended. 


In the first instance, the few available conversions of Brahmadeya into 
Vellanvagai in the reign of Jat. Sundara Cola Pandya can be noticed. These 
are the varied rates applicable to different categories of occupied or 
occupiable lands payable to the King but assigned to the temple at Rajéndra 
Vinnagar or Tiruvalisvaramudaiyar temple both in Rajaraja Cm and or to 
the Kailasamudaiyar temple at Sermadevi Nigarili Cola Cm. Typical 
instances are extracted in Table l. 


The average assessment per veli in riverine tracts has varied from 102 
and odd kalanis to 141 and odd kalums. The immutable levy or permanent 
assessment is far higher than the assessment on other Vellanvagai lands 
perhaps because these lands are subject to periodical revision which may 
be upwards. The Kallur lands assessed at 104 and odd kalams were 
relinquished. But it did not deter the addition of 5 velis boarding a higher 
permanent assessment of 141 odd kalanis. Cash levies were in addition; it 
was the highest in Kallur and less in other locations like Tiruvali$varam 
(Kakkalur) and Kadaiyam forming part of Rajaraja Cm. 


The rates per veli in the Gatana-Tambraparani basis is marginally 
higher than in the Cauvery delta in the time of Rajaraja I which was 100 
kalams per veli! The immutable levies are exceptions. 


Lands were classified, then as now, as wet and dry, single crop and 
double crop.. They were aslo graded according to the assessment of land 
dues they bore. Lands granted to beneficiaries are also denoted by the 
“varisal’’ or the grading of assessment or even the rate they bore. For 
instance lands in Pappankulam’ (Velar-Kuricci, (the north-western 
hamlet of Rajaraja Cm) granted in AD 1238-39 were described as below: 


(D I Class lands (Talaivarisii) 


(2) Lands Assessed at half 
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(3) Lands assessed at half for Kar and % for pasanam 

(4) Lands assessed at 8 kalam, 3 kuruni 2 ma 

(5) Lands assessed at 3 kalam, 3 kuruni, 3 nali 

In the same ayacut, lands of different grades of assessment were located. 


An inscription from Maramangalam? specifies the Taram and the rate of land 
levy : 


Ist Taram : 10 kalam, 5 kuruni, kasu 8 ma mukkan 


4th Taram ` 4 kalam, | tum, 4 nali, uri - kasu 3 163 / 320 If we could put the 
evidence in the above two cases together, the lands assessed at 8 kalam, 3 kuruni, 2 
ma should fall below the | Taram, perhaps as Taram 2, That assessed at 3 kalam, 3 
kuruni, 3 veli should be below the 4th Taram, perhaps as Taram 5. A Gangaikondan 
inscription also classified lands at 10 kalam, and 8 kalam Varisai respectively’. 


A later inscription of the 13th year of Rajaraja Sundara Pandya from Unyanai 
gives the following rates of Kadamai for the Devadana lands measured according to 
the measure in vogue in the Jivitam of Maravacakravarti. 


Ist Taram - Per ma 8 kalams 
2nd Taram - Per nia 4 kalams 
3rd Taram - Per ma 3 kalams 


The land assessment varied from tract to tract. In the wilds of Kalatyarkoil it 
was at | kalam | kuruni per ma and antarayam 3 panam’. In the reign of Jat. Sundara. 
But there were also some lands assessed at 7 kalam 1 kuruni per ma and some bore 
cash assessment of 18 params in the 14th year of Mar. Vikrama’. Similar wide variations 
are noticed all over in the tract where individual fields are grated according to assessment 
with the overburden of tenurial characteristics, such variation are to be expected, 
especially when it is hard to distinguish between land-revenue component and the 
rental if any, paid for the melvaram interest. 


A general pattern is, however clearly discernable. The indence of land levies in 
the wet was higher than on the dry lands, Barring exceptions, the levy was in kind 
in the case of wet lands but it had also a cash component as antarayam. Dry lands 
bore only a cash assessment though sometimes the levy was taken in grain grown. 
Black soils were charged higher than other dry lands some times (Table ID, 


Pd 
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The Pisanam crop, bore the highest rate of levy in kind. It was the main crop. 
Kodai or Kuruvai crop bore % the rate for Pisananr. and sometimes 1⁄2. The Kuruvai 
crop was distinguished as when grown in the month of citrai adi or arpasi or Masi. 
Sometimes inter se rates" were also varied according to the time of cropping, This 
indeed would be an index of available moisture and water use. Irrigated dry crops 
like varagu, tinai (horsegram) and gingely were charged at 1 Lands irrigated by baling 
and brought to yield were charged 4 or oftener % the rate for the main crop. There 
are several variations which are brought out in the Table IV appended to this Chapter. 
The collections of land-demand was synchronised with the period of yield, Citrai for 
Pisanam, Adi or Arpasi for the kuruvai. It the rates of levy are indicated of the relative 
valur of crops prevailing at the time the following gradation can be arrived at : 


L Main Paddy crop, sugarcane, betel, banana 
2. Summer paddy % or 3⁄4 (kuruvai) 

3. Paddy by bating '4 or 1⁄4 

4. Gingelly 

5. Varagu (Tinai - horsegram) 

6. Cotton ; castor 

7. Irungu grass (1⁄4) 

8. Vegetables ` Brinjal Pumpkin (1/8) 


Lands sold or inducted into were frequently for reclamation. They were lying 
waste, as a Shrub jungle or without irrigation as the tanks had breached. In such cases 
an increment remission was granted. The full rate of levy for the main crop was 
reached in a period of 3, 4 or 5 years as the case may be. The following are illustrations 
of the increment remission (Table M) 
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TABLE - II 


Rates in vogue for Karunjey (black soil) Ramanathapuram and other dry lands. 


Muvaraivenran Pandya Kulasekhara Per ma Karumedu Dry 

37/46-47 3+5 Sey Both ^ Dramam 

Tirumalugandan Mar. Sundara [I Both % ma accu Dry 

Kottai 

38 & 39 AD 1244 

1931-32 

Viluppanur Mar. Sundara II ^; Dramam /, Dramam 

(SVP Tk) 1242-43 

382-384 

1961-62 

Viluppanur Konerinmai 7; Dramam ^; Dramam 

(SVP Tk) 

395-86 

1961-62 

Viluppanur Both - | Dramam | Dramam 

(SVP Tk) 

387/1961-62 

Kovilanjeri Mar. Sundara il Drama 34 Dry ^ near (Nattam) 

355/1961-02 AD 1250 near habitat 
Dry 7, Dramam 

Tirumanikkam Kulasekhara 13+ 3dramam 1% kalam 

358/61-62 | dramam (o: Kalam) 


Gf yielding) Dry 2 
dramam (on crop 
raised) 


Tirunelveli - Non noticed. 
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TABLE - II 
RATES OF INCREMENT REMISSION 
Tirunelveli district 


Kurralam! AD 1256 : Lands in Sundarapandyapuram 


Ist year after reclamation - Per ma - cash - paddy 

1⁄20 kasu | kalam 
2nd year after reclamation I/10 kasu 2 kalam 
3rd year after reclamation 3/20 kasu 3 kalam 
4th permanent assessment 1/5 kasu 4 kalam 


(on inspection on yielding landparcels) 
Madurai district 

Anaivür! - cash levy per mà (ldth century) 
Ist year ` 30 panam 

2nd year 45 panam 

3rd year 60 panam (full) 

Mudittalai* 

I year 4 kalams per ma 

I| year 6 kalams per ma 

HI year 8 kalams 

IV. year 10 kalams 

V year 12 kalams 

VI 15 kalams - Permanent assessment 
Anaivür! (13^ century) 

I year o 

HOH year % 


HI year full rate 
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(Ramanathapuram dt.) 
Abhiramipuran? 

Old waste to be reclaimed 
Ist year ^ 

2nd year ", 

3rd year ^ 

4th year 1⁄4 


Sth year. Full rate @ 10 kalams per ma. 


Tirukkalakkudi* (Mar. Sundara) 
Old waste to be reclaimed 

Ist year jé 

2nd year e 

3rd year Y, 

4th year (4, kalams) 
Tirukkalakkudi’ (Jat. Sundara ID 
First year '/,, 

H 1⁄2 

TUA 

IV !/, 


Fuil thereafter (Nilavadi) 


THe PANDYAN Townships — PART II 


The genera scheme of land levies and assessment, as evidenced by the inscriptions 
has been framed and set above. The appendix to this Chapter describes the modes 
of measurement and assessment in vogue in the Pandyan Townships. 


Table IV appended sets out rates of assessment in vogue at various locations. 
The table also shows the individual rates for the different crops and varieties of trees 
or other grains grown. Table V gives the linear measurement rod adopted. and the 
grain measure adopted at the different locations and times. They are illustrative. 
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FOOT NOTES 


PL see SII VoL II pt. | No. 4. 


SII XXIII / 124, 124A 
SII VIII / 454 

SU V / 734 

196 / 1981-82 

SU VIII / 173, 174, 177, 178 
SII VIII / 170 

SU VIII / 170 


34, 35 / 1931-32 


. 166 / 1936 


APPENDIX - III 


FOOT NOTES 


L 


2: 


432 / 1917 


342 / 1961-62 


SII IV / 370, 371 


Smae as 342 / 1961-62 


Not numbered / 1990-91 


103 / 1916 
85 / 1916 


66 ; 1916 
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(ii) MISCELLANEOUS LEVIES 


In addition to the local levies, a variety of miscellaneous levies or demands were 
in vogue. These were either due to the King or to the community in its organised 
institutional frame, the Ur, the Sabha and the Nagara or the larger aggregate of Urs, 
the Nadu. They were payable in different forms - in cash, in the form of produce, 
or by way of services, or in lieu thereof in cash. They were also payable in varied 
months, in Adi, Avani, Karthigai synchronising with some festivals or the time of 
the crop yield. The levies were per capita for class or caste of persons and for residential 
habitats and a share of the crop produce or lay way of free labour, or feeding and 
sheltering the royal and community servants. 


These levies have been classified and their import as far as can be made out 
are given in the statements that follow. The particular reign or date is not given as 
there is reason to presume from the persistent occurence of these terms in the inscri ptions 
that they were in l'orce throughout the period. Some of the levies might be additions 
in a later period but had subsisted thereafter. The long customary usage and its force 
would have allowed but a few additions but less of discontinuance of these levied. 
There is nothing to suggest that because some terms do not occur in a particular township 
it was not leviable therein. The general pattern of community obligations could oniy 
have been persistent and ubiquitous. Where evidence is available, the qualification 
of the levy has been given. Also it is noticed that itemised levies were several but 
payment was made in a consolidated manner for several of them in a few cases. 


The classification adopted are the following -- 
(I) Free services and payments to the King and the deity and other dues. 
(2) Community obligation of the Ur, Sabha, Nagaram to the king. 
(3) Free labour for community services. 


(4) Taxes on cultivators, cultivation and land produce levies of a 
miscellaneous nature. 


(5) for watch and ward and other services. 
(6) Taxes on houses, house sites. 
(7) Taxes on professions or processing. 


(8) Others not classified (including those unclear) 
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The lasting impression that this analysis leaves is how the community bestirred 
itself in all known avenues to further community facilities and avenues of community 
life and enjoyment. The emphasis was more on the obligations, of the individual 
and sections of the community to the whole, resident in a particular location. The 
King himself had no mean share of these obligations in cash, in kind or through 
Services. 

Some of these obligation might be occasional others more enduring. The benefits 
of the services for the tank and channel maintenance and of the public amenities 
accrued to the community. The sheer variety and number of their demands were earn 
if the incidence of every individual item might be small together could have been 
exacting, more so when the rulers and their men were unimaginative and oppresive. 
Towards the end of the 13th and early 14th century this condition was well reflected 
and the hardships were pronounced. l 


These are dealt with in the chapter that follows. 
TABLE VI 


Payment and Free Service for King/Temple (deity) or other dues. 


Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. It import. 
(1) (2) (3) 
Tirunelveli Pafijupili Sandivigrahapperu (fluff of cotton) 
SII V/448. levy or War peace payment 
Also in Attur to "madhyastha or 
410/1933 document" writer SITI (TNS p 
1425) 
Seidunganallur Ugavat Fee on auspicious or joyous 
occasions 
Attar 430/1933 Vellólai Epistle fee 
Vilakkennai Caster oil for lamp 
Silvari minor taxes 
Peruvari Major taxes 
Vasal Ponda Kudimai Free services or labour at the 


Royal gate. 


Idaikal Karpuravilai Varaphalam Land levy Produce - share (7?) 
506, 507, 508/1916 ` Injiruppu vari Services / Payment 
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Name of Place Ref. 


(I) 
Giriyambalpuram 
455/1916 


Singikulam 
258/1941 


V. Karukuricci 
529/1916 


Tiruvalisvaram 
359/1916 
Kollapuram 


146-47 


Madurai 
SII 1V/373-369 


Name of levy. 
(2) 


Vasal peru llancinaipperu 


Panjupili 
Sandhivigrahapperu 
Tiruvilaccunai 
Tiruvasalodal 


Kasukadamai 
Kaipaccai 
Olaieluthu 


Kandon vari 
Nadantavari 


Vannam 
Alivannakkuli 
Ugavai 


Panjupili 
Sandhivigrahapperu 
Vasalviniyogam 
Vadakkadamai 

Uralvari 

Vasalvari 

Kartigaippon viniyogam 


Altevai 
Madittevai 
Anat Salai 
Kudiraippandi 
Olai elettu 
Olai eduppu 
Vasalviniyogam 


Siraivaccu 
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It import. 
(3) 


(at the king’s gate) (For 
affixing Royal sign manual) 


For affixing royal sign 
Manual For prayer at the 
King’s gate. 


Payment in cash 

Produce for ceremonials 
Levy for espistle of royal 
cominand, 


Ceremonial procession 
Tax at the royal gate 
Distributed cash levy at the time 
of Karthigai 
Labour demand 
? 
(for maintaining elephant corp) 
for horse stables 
for written orders of the King 
for conveying the oral orders 
Distributed levy for the king's 
gate 

? 
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Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. It import. 


(1) (2) (3) 
Alagarkoil Vendukoi Requisition of labour in kind 
84931-32 by king 
Vasalurimai Rights - obligation at palace 
gate 
Alagarkoil Andeluttuttévai Requisition for annual 
308/1930 | _ accounts closure) 
Anai Salai 
Kudiraippandi 
Sirai accu (?) 
Ayattevai For services of the princes of 
Magattevai the royal family 
Palani Nilavaccu (Land by in cash) 


3011955-56 Kudimai Labour by cultivating tenants 
Ottaccu Lease fee in cash 
Vasal viniyogam 
Indeluttu. vintyogam 
Olai viniyogam 
Adikkarapperu 
Anaicalai 
Kudiraippandi ayam 


Fee for royal servants 


TirumalugandankottaiK uttaccu (?) 2 
= 42, 43/1916 


Tiruppattur 
165, 166/1936 


Tirukostiyur . 


288, 269/1923 


283/1923 


Accuvarl 
Ponvari 
Peruvari 


Kankanippu 
Kuraiaruppu 


Karrokari 


Taxes in cash 


Fee for accountant supervision 
Ceremonial homage & customarily 
paid at the Palace 


? 
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Name of Place Ref. 


—— ————— ————————Ó—M' 


Iraniyur 
7/1926 


Iraniyür 
101926 
Sannavanam 


271916 


Urujanai 
196/1980-81 


Name of levy. 


Accuvari 
Silvari 
Peruvari 
Sevakattevari 


Ponvari 
silvari 


Sevakapperu 
Silvari 
Ponvari 


Tirumadilkolarai 
Makkarraj 
Tirunaltevaibandam 
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lt import. 


(3) 


Requisition for service or 
Labour 


Requisition for service or 
Labour 


To the temple obligations for 
maintaining the teniple walls for 
festoons to be supplied and for 
obligation at the time of festivals. 
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(2) For the community obligations of the Ur, Sabha Nagaram 


Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. 
(b Q) 

Kurralam Variyapperu 

412/1917 

Tiruvali$varam Ponvari 

359/1916 

Tirunelveli Sabhaviniyogam 

479/1927 

Tirunelveli Viniyogam 

SIU448 

Seidunganallur Uludankudi 

367/1959-60 Ugavai 
Viniyogam 


Ramnad District 


Tirukostiyur Kanakkapperu 
288-289/1923 


Sannavanam 14/1916 Kanakkapperu 

Sannavanam 287/1923 Viniyogam 

Sannavanam 27/1916 Kanmikal kanakkapperu (for 
exercises and accountants) 

Iraniyur 4/1926 Ur viniyogam 

Iraniyur 10/1926 Ur viniyogam 


Alagarkoil Korrulakkai kadaikkuttuilakku 
326/1930 


It import. 
(3) 

2 Ma. (payable from Masi to 
Ani) after the main harvest 
for the expenses of the 
committees of the Township. 
(in cash in melvaram) 
(Distributed levies due to the 


Sabha for common purposes) 


(Distributed levies due to the 
Sabha for common purposes) 


Together 8 dramam 


for accountants 


for accountants 


Irasipanam 3 


Food & shelter for village 
servants (accounts finalisation 
shelter fee) 
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Name of Place Ref. 
t (2) 


Also in Madurai — Andeluttu Tévai 
SH Vol. 360, 3081930 olai eluitu 


Hañjinai vinivogam 


Name of levy. 


It import. 
(3) 


Annual accounts of services 
requisition 
(For royal sign manual) 


Cash for Court fee 


Distributed for royal or from 
the Nadu (Fee for mainting cours 
from gold) or paid in cash. 


Synonymous with ponvari (?) 


Palani Araitcikkanikkai 

301/1955-56 Kalingarayan viniyogam 
Vasalviniyogam. Andeluttu 
viniyogam . . . elettu 

Pillaryarpatti Olaiviniyogam 

153/1946 Accuvari '/, of the yield of 
the puravari 

Iraniyur Accuvari 

7,1926 


Tirumalugandankottai Koilviniyogam 
42, 431931I-2 


Tirunelveli Kariyavaraytc! 
SH V/148 

Tiruvalisvaram Nadinravari 
359/19i6 

Kunnattür Nattokka Kasu 
226/64, 65 

Palant Nattuvintyogam 
301.1055-56 

Tirukostiyur Nattokka kasu 
3011923 

Pillaivarpatti Nadinravariga! 


1521086 


Distributed levy for the purchase 
or the temple 


Court fee 


Distributed levies for the Nadu 
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Name of Place Ref. 
(1) 


Ilayattakudi 
17/26 


Tirukostiyur 
SII. XIV/233 


Tirukostiyur 
285/1923 


Ilayattak udi 
16, 17, 18 19/1926 


Tirunelveli 
SH V/448 
Attür 
43/1933 


V. Karukuricci 
529/1916 


Madurai 
SII IV/373 


Tirumohur 
75/1905 


Alagarkoil 
8/1931-32 


Tirukostiyur 
288, 289/1923 


Name of levy. 


(2) 


Nadinravari 


Vettippattam 
Sennirvetti 
Erivari Kanikkai 
Korrilakkai 
Kudikkadamai 
Vendukol 


Vettipattom 


Kurrarisi 
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It import, 
(3) 


100 panams gifted by Nattar 
for levy seemd to be collected 
as a distributed by levy to 
gather with Nattuvari 


3 panam as Nattuvari thro 
viniyogam 
Nadinravari 
Free labour for community 


services 


Lease amount for the free labour 
or in lieu there of 


for channel clearence 
Tank levy 
Distributed levy 


food and shelter for royal & 
community servants 


cultivater's obligation 


Registration 


To supervise the dehusking of 
paddy / rice 
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Name of Place Ref. 
(1) 


THE 


Name of levy. 


(2) 
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It import. 


Iraniyur 
10/1926 


Sannavanam 
27/1016 


Ilayattakudi 
211916 
Sermadevi 
673, 674/1916 


Sermadevi 
669/1916 


Kurralam 
431/1917 


Tirukostiyur 
83/1923 


Vettimuttaval 
Vettimuttaval 

Kilvetii 

Vettippattom Kurrarisi 


Sattayam 


Sattuvari 


Mannadikilli 


Vettimuttaval 


due to the Jivitam holder 
(free labour due to him) 


grazing fee 


Grasing fee 
Note : If Sattuvari is a corrupt 
form of Sarruvari may refer to 
the fee on swat palmyra toddy 
TN S 1430 


3⁄4 Käsu for earth work as on 
tanker, canals ? 


1 Ma Tuni Padakku (% Kalam) 


(4) Tax on cultivators, cultivation and land produce levies of a 


Sermadevi 
614/1916 
Sermadevi 
682/1916 


Kurralam 
431/917 


miscellaneous nature 


Ulavukkasu 


Ulavukkasu 


for inspection of fields 


Veli 2 Kalam (plough fee) 


cultivating tenant's levy 


| Nali per 5 Nali milk 
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Name of Place Ref. 


(1) 


Tirunelveli 
47/1927 


Perungulam 


SII XXIIUDAA-DA 


Seidunganallur 
367/1959-60 


Attür 
430/1933 


Idaikal 
506, 507, 508/1916 


V. Karukuricci 
529/1916 


Tiruvali$varam 
359/1916 


Madurai District 


Kollapuram 
146-147/1908 


Madurai 
149/1961-62 


Name of levy. 


(2) 
Kadirviniyogam 
Ervari 
Kudimakkal vari 
Uludankudi 
Uludankudi 
Ugavai 
viniyogam 


Kurrarisi 
Peruvari Silvari 


Erravari 
Nelvari 
Kudi irai 


Uludankudi 


Ponvari on melvaram 


Iraivari 
Pullicecy 
Pullicoru 
Uriniavari 
Ugavai 


All miscellaneous 
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It import. 
(3) 


(Plough fee) 
(Same as uludankudi) 


together 8 dramams 


(enhanced levy) 
Levy on lifts 


fee and feeding of the 
superintendents who estimate 
yield 

Tax due to the township 


5 accu 
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Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. lt import. 


(1) (2) (3) 

Madurai All miscellaneous 5 accu 

SH [V369 Kartigaipaccat Green vegetable produce in at 
Pillatyarnonbu Kartigal Requirements for 
Nandavanapaccal Pillaayar Poojah in Avani 
Eduthukkattum paccai Garden yield share. The first 

produce/yield share 

Madurai Ervari Plough fee 

62/1905 Tadi Kuruni Kuruni paddy per field 
Tadi padakku Padakku paddy per field 

Alagarkoil Korrilakkai food and shelter for servants 

81/1931-32 

Alagarkoil Kartigai paccal 

308/1930 

Kunnattur Karpuravilai 

226/64-65 

Palani Antarayam 

301/1955-56 

RAMANAD 

Tirumalugantankottai Elam puiijey On Palmyrah - toddy tapping 

42, 43/1931-32 

Tiruppattur Makkalam Kalam paddy per ma 

74,1929 Tadi padakku watch and ward 
Padikaval 

Tiruppattur Kil varappaccai From the cultivating tenants 


128/1908 
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Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. It import. 
(1) (2) (3) 

Tirukostiyur Kil varappaccai 
305/1923 
Sannavanam Tadi Kuruni Pl. see below 
27/916 
Kovilür Makkalam Kalam paddy per Ma 
523/1962-63 SI 797 
AD 1875 
Tirukkalakkudi Tadi-Kuruni When Melvaram is taken on 
66/1916 inspection for the temple 


threshed floor shall be laid 
and the crops threshed and 
from the grain realised/kur'ini 
per field for super intendence 
shall be deducted in common 
and thereafter melvaram shall 
be taken at Tadi kuruni is to 
the common account of the 
melvaram and the Kudivaram 
shares thus kudi/kalam 
included in Irai, Kudimai 


(5) For watch and ward and other services 


Sermadevi Padikaval Watch & ward fee Dramam 133-6 Makkani 
682/1916 

Sermadevi Eccoru All feeding obligations of which 
651/1916 there were a variety Feeding the 


royal and Community servants 
or messengers 


Velaccoru For feeding Soldiery 
Tiyericoru For homa or sacrifice 
Tivakaliccoru For torch bearing 

Pulliccoru For servants doing estimation of 


crop 
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Name of Place Ref. 


(1) 


431/1917 


Tirunelveli 
47/1977 


Attür 
430/933 


Idaikal 
506, 507, 508/1916 


Tirukkostiyur 
288, 280/1923 
Kurralam 
406/1901 


Attar 
429-30/1930 


Idaikal 
506, 507, 508/1916 


Perungulam 
241/1933 


Viravanallur 
719/1916 


MADURAI 


Alagarkoil 
308/1930 


Name of levy. 
Q) 


Mannadi kuli 


Sabha / Iraivilai 


Eccoru 


Eccoru Variccoru 


Eccoru 
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It import. 
(3) 


For earth work 


Feeding the tax collection 


(6) Tax on house-sites and houses 


Manai Irai remitted Talaioppu 
per Kudiyiruppu 


levy on residents Manai Ira - v 
accu 


Kuraipuguvan (house warming 
entrant to à new house) 


House sites - 1 Dramam (16 ment) 


Manai Irai (Merchants habitat) 
accu 2 


Manai vari 
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Name of Place Ref. 


(1) 


It import. 
(3) 


Kokkilanceri 
352/1961-62 


Palani 
301/1955-56 


RAMNAD 
Mariyur 
96/1905 
Kalaiyarkoil 
SH VIIIA73-174 


Alagapuri 
107/924 


Colapuram 
SII XXVLU5IS 


Tiruppattur 
179/1936 


Sermadevi 
673, 674/1916 


Tirunelveli 
471927 


Giriyambalpuram 
455/1916 


House site (Manai) Irai 306 
Kol = 18 sq. kol = Dramam 


Nattavari 


Talaioppu Kasu on residents - 40 
Kasu (fragment) per head levy 
on residents 


Manaivari on residents or 
neighbouring residents (asal kudi) 


1 Manai = 1% dramam Palankasu 
= 4 Manaiyaga Dramam 


| Manai [rai 


The residents who took a new 
their residence - 4 panam 


(7) Tax on profession or processing 


Devadiyar [rai 
(levy on dancing girls) 


Alvari (capita levy) 


Tariyirai (Tax on looms) 
Sekkirai (Tax on oil gunnies) 


202 
Vame of Place Ref. 
(I) (2) 


Name of levy. 


Sengikulam 
258/1941 


V. Karukuricci 
329/916 


Tiruvalisvaram 
3594916 


Madurai 
SI! íV 373-369 


Tirumohur 
S 158.1903 
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It import. 


(3) 


Tattarpattom (on carpenters stone 
masons) 

Idaryanvari - On shepherd Inavari 
(as a class of persons) 

(All included in Suttirai-3 Accu) 
inclusive of Kulavari for tank 
maintenance and Ponvari (in 
cash / or for minting coins) 


Minvari (for fishing in tanks) 
Uvaccavari (on pipers) 
Devadiyarvari (on dancing girls) 
Tarivari (on looms) 
Tattanpattom (The lease rental on 
carpenters or stone merchants) 


Tolil taccu - fee for carpentry in 
kind) 


Sembadavari (on fishermen) 


Tari irai (on looms} 

Sekkirai (on oilmongers) 
Tattolippattom (Carpenters) 
Tattarpattom (Goldsmiths?) 
Inavari (on a class) 

Idaivari (shepperd) 

Vannar kasu (on washermen on 
the stone used) 


Katta -$ &adamai (o: looms) 
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Name of Place Ref. 


(I) 


Attür 
429-30/930 


Tiruppattur 
165/1936 


Sannavanam 
27/1916 


Colapuram 
SII XIV/221 


Tiruppullani 
SIL VILU396 


Tirumalai 
21/1924 


Ambasamudram 


310/1916 


Kurralam 
426/1917 
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It import. 
(3) 


Inavari - Süttirai - %accu. 
(for class of people or caste) 
Inavari (per class of persons 
Or caste) 

Alvari (per capita) 
Vannarakkasu. 


Tax on Idaiyar (shepherds, 
Paraiyan, Pallavar (on Scheduled 
castes/ Cultivators) 


Paraimai (Tax as Paraiyan) or 
free services demanded of them. 


24 manai allotted to weavers - 
Tax fixed levy of 10 panam for 
loom per month - No limit on 
looms 


Shepherd made over to 
Tiruppullani temple with the seal 
(insignia) Idaivari on shepherds 
remitted. 


King transfers to temple the tax 
levies he could collect from: 
Pallar Paraiyar per head 


The Adavimar of Vallakuricci a 
Devadana to pay per loom 2 
panams worker - ⁄¿ panam on 
taking residence on the land 
allocted 


Sekkirai oil gunnies 12 Nali of 
oil per year (1 nali per month) 
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Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. It import. 


(i) (2) (3) 
Kilakkalingal Sekkairai - Mattal Dramam 1⁄4 
gal 
324/1918 

Mis. levises all inclusive Suttirai 
Giriyambalpuram 3 accu includes Sekkirai 
455/1916 ; 

Sekkirai 
Singikulam 
258/1941 ` 

| Sekku - Irai 2 panam 
Kadayanallur 
643/1917 j 

Sekkirai - Mattal Dramam 7 
Kilakkalingal 
324/1918 


MADURAI DT. i 
Sekkirai pattam 


Paravai 
136/1951-52 
Sekkirai 
Madurai 
SII IV/373 
SE (8) Others (not classified) 
" Sirukarai (?) 
Attur 
430/1993 
Minvari (levy on fishery - 
Singikulam rentals) 
258/1941 
Mungilvari 
Tiruvali$varam (levy or bamboos) 
359/1916 Kandon vari (?) 


Nadanta vari (?) 
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Name of Place Ref. Name of levy. It import. 
() Q) 3 
Madurai Mavadi fee (for cattle 
SII IV/373-369 penning) kulavadai (Fee on 
tank Fisheries Tattirai (?) 
Korrilakkai. 


(Food and shelter per servants) 
oluguminpattam (fee for 
fishing) 

Pasippattam (fee for fishing) 
Monanpattam (?) 

Siraivaccu (7?) 


Tirumohur Mavadai Maravadai (fee on tree- 
$5/1905 fields 
Pon 36 


Karavaikkani (on milk cow 
ulvari pasivilai (fisheries Erivari 
(fee for tank maintenance) 


Alagarkoil Vasalurimai 
8/1031-22 (dues at King's gate) 
326/1930 Puaavadai (Services outside the 


Township limits for its benefit) 
Monappattam Tirikaisulam 
(For handmills? or on potters?) 


Alagarkoil Monampattam (?) 

308/1930 

Palani Puludikkasu (?) 

301/1955-56 cash levy on dry cultivation 
Nittappaccai (?) 
Ayam 

Tirumalugandankottai Kuttaccu 

42, 43/1831-32 Monampattom (7?) 


Kalugukolli (?) 
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Name of Place Ref. 


MAT A TT ———ə>sh 


Kalaiyarkoil 
SH VIIIT73-774 


Tiruppattur 
128/1948 


Tirukostiyur 
288, 289/1923 


Tirukostiyur 
283/1923 


Sannavanam 
27/1916 


Ilayattakudi 
171926 (AD 221) 


Ilayattakudi 
18/1926 


Colapuram 
SH XXVU/523 


Name of levy. 
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It import. 


(3) 


Peruvari (main tax) 


Kilvarappaccai - 
The green crop share payable by 
undertenants) 


Kuraiaruppu (making good the 
shortfall in remittance by a 
distributed levy) 

ceremonial homage to palace - 
TNS 


Karrokari (?) 


Tadikkuruni (Kuruni per Tadi 
field) 


Madak kasu 
(on storyed buildings) 


Pillaivari (Birth-tax ?) 
Tax payable to princes TNS SITI 
p. 1466. 


Vannakkakuh 
Taravukkuli 
(Payment on receipts). 
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(iii) Community levies 


We have had occasion to notice how distinct constituents of the community, 
like the soldiery, the merchants and the Nattar or the Urar or the Brahmadeyas had 
voluntarily contributed a portion of the land-yield from their respective shares or had 
taken on themselves a levy on the goods traded in by them. The Mahasabhas of Kodanur 
and Suttamalli contributed on their own a share of the produce for services to a new 
deity set up in Tirunelveli. 


We now notice some more of such voluntary levies which the community or 
its different sections resolved to contribute. 


In Tirumalai (sivagangai Tk) an interesting inscription dated 17th Mar. Sundara 
I (AD 1233) records the prasasti of Tiéaiayirattu annurruvar of Pandimandalam 
Peruneravi, Deśivallava peruneravi. Eru sattu [rangu om Kolikkuricci Kadikai 
Tavalam ...... Vadakalavalinàttu Kalankangalilum Tirukkottiyur Maniambalam, 
Vembattur Ten ..... Varanavasipperunderu) ..... of pattanam of Malaimandalam. 
Alagaimanagari, met in the Tirumalai temple on the hillock in the Tirukkavanam 
called Afrürruvar. They made levies on the commodities being marketted in 
Alagaimanagari and its surrounding place as below : 
Pudukkasu 20 


.. s.e EE 


Sandalwood-l bundle Pudukkasu 20 
Thread | Podi 5 Pudukkasu 
ee ee 3 Kasu 
Paddy 

Rice 


Pulses (Payaru) 

Salt and all other measurable 

commodities 3 Kasu 

Jaggery or gur - By Jayangonda cola marakkal 


If the commodities arrived by a handy, per handy (Kuru)ni by the Jayangonda cola marakkal. 


Thread - head load - 2 Pudukkasu 
Betelnut - per podi - 1/2 Kasu 

Pasumpai : (?) - | Pudukkasu 
Karpuram, Kasturt and (other 

commocdities)PalasarakKu, valsarakku as herebefore (munnilai) 


The amount shall be got collected from Ithe owners of the commodities - loads 
who agreed to collect the dues. 
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In the 4th year of Mar. Kulasékhara (AD 1272) the Urar of Karaiceri in 
Amudagunavalanadu granted 4 ma of wet lands, the Kadamai on which was assigned 
by them for a waking-up ceremony in the temple. They also assigned as Pillayar- 
ayam the proceeds of the levies on the goods arriving through the three routes converging 
at the township at the following rates : 


For those carried in carriage 1⁄4 panam 
(Sattukku) 


For those carried on the back of draught-bulls o panam 
(podi) 
For head-loads ulakku of the commodity 


These were in addition to the Kadamai on the land assigned". 


A practice in vogue was to charge a cess or a levy on the Prasadam (the food 
offerings) which were delivered to devotees or to assigness. A garden to supply flowers 
to the deity at Attalanallur was to be tended by some non-brahmin vaisnavas (radar) 
and they were to be supplied 2 nali rice, without levying any Prasada vari. This was 
in the 9th year of Mar. Kulasekhara. In fact. Prasadam (food offerings) was made 
a usufructuary mortgage of in return for a capital amount contributed by an ascetic. 
(Jeery 


The Urar of Marudana nambi kurucci agreed to contribute Padakku paddy per 
ma on lands coming to yield in the Kar, PiSanam, in their village for providing Zor 
the food offerings to the deity Stvallavanmangalam (Kilappatram) in Kilkalakitr ram 
This was in A.D. 12919 


Ten year later, the Kammalar of Ksatriyasikhamanipuram artisans or smiths 
granted per year 10 kalams 1 tuni, | padakku of paddy by the 6 golt measure "op 
the festival to the Goddess, Umaiyandar installed in Nagesvaram Udaiyars temple. 


If they defaulted they could be impounded and uncircled and iheir earthern ware 
could be destroyed and brass or copper vessels confiscated and the levy could be collected 
by force. A late example of AD 1477 is the contribution of l, kottai per ma per 
year for both Kar and pisanam on all lands with standing crops in all the command 
of Rajaraja Cm agreed upon by the Vahasabha,Urar and the Nagarattar and the residents 
and Brahmins and 4 Nadus and "savanaparikalan all measuring together in Tirunelvélr’, 

A fragment of an inscription in Nallamaram (Tirumangalam Tk.) dated in the 


reign of Mar. Sundara I appears to assign the proceeds of a communal levy in all 
grain measured and weighed from the yield of occupied holdings’. 
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An apartment (aruvarai) named Sundarapandyan was constructed in the 18th year 
of Mar. Sundara (1?). The King ordered the tax-proceeds of Milalai vayal and Kottivayal 
payable by the Maravar. Idayar, Valayar and other occupants and cultivators for the 
purpose?. Though this was a royal grant, the different sections of the community was 
involved in the addition to the temple. 


In the 36th year (AD 13034) the repairs and maintainance (Tiruppani) of the 
temple of Vikramapandi$varamudaiya nayanar at Colapuram in Anmanadu was 
undertaken. To meet the expenditure the urar and the Karanavans of several adjoining 
townships or hamlets Kannudaiperur, Mudivalangupandyan ur. Kunrattur Erandu 
Sollattan seturamakurucci, Samanta kandan Virasinganallur, Pandya Devakurucci agreed 
among themselves as follows : 


They agreed to contribute to the temple /, panam Kani per price of saree or 
cloth (Pudavai) sold by them. Those who came from without Colapuram and sold 
cloth within shall also pay V. panam per piece (uru onrukku)? 


Later examples from the 14th century onwards could be cited in corroboration. 
In AD 1374 the Nattar met at Tiruppullani in the Kangeyan Tirumandapam and resolved 
as follows : 


The different communities within the nadu shall pay a levy at the following 
rates for a mid-day, Sandhi (uccisandi) 


Brahmins per head 1 panam 
Vellalar per head | panam 
Cettis per head ] panam 
Tapasigal per head ] panam 
Kaikkolar per head 1 panam 
Vellan pillai 

Idaiyar per head ^ panam 
Kanmar 

Sanrar 

Sanar | per head ^ panam 
& other castes 


201.4. 20. 
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These shall be collected by the Temple servants (Tiruvelaikkaran) in the same 
manner as the dues to the king were being collected every year and in case of default, 
the defaulters shall be obstructed (Marittu) and payment taken. 


An even later instance of such levy is from Hanumanthakudi dated Š 1455 (AD. 
1533). This was a grant in favour of the . . . temple of Maluvanayakar in 
jivendramangalim in Muttürrukkurram. The cultivators and occupants were to 
contribute '4 panam (per head) and others inclusive of paraiyars 4 panam. 


The last two instances cited indicate the relative contributors among the several 
sections of the community and their respective capacity to bear the community levy. 


The instances brought out that despite the wide spread incidence of taxes and 
levies, public charities and endowment for temple renovation or services invoked 
sufficient public response. The different sections of community bore such common 
levies demanded of them by the collective will of the townships. 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER VIII 


A note on the modes of land measurement and assessment 
in the Pandyan Townships. 


The cultivated wet lands in the Pandyan Townships had been surveyed in what 
we may now term as the ‘Khasra’ method or in olugu form. It was based on the 
location of fields. The lay out of the fields. especially wet lands, under the different 
sources of irrigation, canal or tank, sluice and then blocking and the numbering of 
fields have all been described in an earlier chapter. 


In the appendix, the modalities of survey and assessment and their inter-connection 
are examined. The survey of fields and parcels of holdings were carried out to the 
minutest (even below | cent) detail. Roughly one parcel (Tadi, Sey) seems to have 
been 1 md in extent! This survey had proceeded usually in a contiquous manner according 
to the location of the fields. The seed beds where seedings had to be raised with well 
water or first freshes in the canal were surrounded by field-charnels, sometimes, on 
all the four sides? 


The measurement pole (Kol) varied in length from place to place and time to 
time. This has been already brought out in Table V of the Chapter. For instance, 
in the time of Jat. Kulasekhara the Kol Kuditangi was the scale of measurement of 
lands. The exact length of that pole has been marked on the temple wall at Kovanur 
in the Subrahmanya temple.’ 


One peculiar modality of granting relief in assessment of land dues adopted in 
the tract was to vary the standard scale of measurement to the advantage of the occupant, 
or the tenants. The standard grain measure for paddy was also varied likewise. Even 
if the rate of assessment was not revised on account of the changes in the content 
of the measurements and their value-equation the reluctant reduction in real terms 
was a relief that benefitted the occupants. The tender of the cash in coinage was also 
likewise varied in its accu-dramam nexus. Examples have been cited in the following 
chapter deeling with the modes of relief for the hardship experienced in land-dues 
demand. 


This note brings out specifically another characteristic of land surveys and 
assessment. The linear measurement and the area were converted into a madakku ma. 
The term **madakku" or * madippu" has to be interpreted in terms of the assessment 
rates (Taram) that the different lands bore. 
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The following are examples of the usage of this terms and what it conveyed. 
Kiladi? (Madurai dt.) 


Veli '/,, or a mà (33 cents) - Madakku nilam m 


Palliaccandai’ (Madurai dt.) 


Veli /,, or | ma — - Madakku nilam ¥,, 


Kallidaikkuricci® (Tirunelveli dt.) 
| veli 2 ma mukkani . . Kani arai 
NS datis (gap in the inscription) Kani = Y, 


Tolaivillimangalam’ (Tirunelveli dt.) 


Padagam Area extent (Tula) equal Madakku nilam 
L 2 ma ] mā 
2 2 mā l ma 
2 mä 
3. 4 ma 
4. 3% ma 
5. (balance) 2 ma l mà 


Under Sth channel. 


L 2% ma A 
2. 2ma, mukkani Veg + 1% ma 
Ima V, ma 
2 ma 1⁄2 ma V, 
Under 6th channel. 
L 2 ma 
2 ma, 3 Kani, 4 ma 
^ Kani, or e Kani mundrikai */,,, 
East of colakol vaykkal (22 (NA) SC) 


Under Padagam Extent Madakku 
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First channel l 3 ma |^ ma 
2 | ma, */,, ma 

Under 2nd channel 1 | ma and 

Kani araikkani LAM 

hea) 

| mà mukkani 3 Kani + % Kani 

Ch) Cheo) 

Ne = Uum 
Turivengadavayakkal p - Lm 
Tattolvasakkal nilam Ve = SC 
Kalaiyarkoil? 3 ma = 1% mà (Madippu) 
Seydunganallur? Virivukani = V, kasu mundrikai 

di = (os how) 

80 160 320 


It will be seen that, generally, the rates of the extent by linear measurement 
to the madakku works out at 1: 1% or 1: 1% But there are several variations. Unless 
we get at the rate of assessment and its gradation (Taram) of the lands it will be 
difficult to interpret equation. 


A second peculiarity thrown up by the inscription from Tolaivillimangalam has 
to be noted. In several padayams (blocks) the total extent of the field is given. The 
equivalent madakku (Tula-madakku nilam) therein, however, is given for a part of 
the parcel of land (or ippadagattu or idil) therein and not for the whole extent of 
the parcels in the respective padagam. Presumably only portions of fields were 
transferred and not the whole. 


The boundaries of the lands endowed are given (1 32 ff). The western boundary 
has gaps in the transcript. The southern boundary was the river Tambraparani 
(Mudikonda Colappéraru). The eastern boundary - Uttama colanallur Northern 
boundary - The canal running on the boundary of Uttama colanallur. The Mahasabha 
proceeds in add that the tidal (high level lands or mounds) and Ku/i (the low lying 
pits) lying within these lands shall be reclaimed by the assignees or the temple authorities. 
It could be inferred therefrom that the percels of lands listed were not all reclaimed 
and readily cultivable. Portions of lands actually cultivated had their tarams and the 
madakku extent is given therefor. The Mahasabha’s stipulation that the other mounds 
and pits shall be levelled and reclaimed could refer to the lands not actually under 
cultivation in every padagani. 
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To sum up this part of the evidence. 
(1) the liner or area measurement of lands varies from the madakku ma. 


(2) there is a definite but varying relationship between the two. For eg, 1:% 
or 1:3⁄4 in the Tolaivillimangalam inscription. 


(3) The Madakku extent can be relatable to the area actually cultivated and 
assessed only. Conversely the lands to be reclaimed are not assigned the 
madakke extent as their Taram was not yet determined. 


(4) It will be necessary to identify if the exient given in every case refers 
to the area measurement (virivu or parappa) or the madakku while working 
out the rate-extent correlation. The system needed and depended on a cadastral 
survey of lands, adopting the traverse or field iocation, the area as measured 
by the rod or pole in use 2nd the classification of lands actually cultivated 
and assignment of Taram rates of assessment and finally this last was 
converted into madakku ma. 


The Taram assessment fixed was not itself the demand. There are several 
peculiarities in fixing the land demand which are described below. 


The cadastra. survey of the occupied holdings gives the area measurement. But 
the assessment of the actual land-demand was not on the entire extent of the holding. 
The graded system of levy also had a crop-wise rate fixed on the crop growth (varisat). 
Examples are given in Table IV above. 


Ín applying the graded system of levy, the actual extent of the land cultivated, 
where the creps had struck roots (Payir nura) and had come to yield (vilainda nilam) 
were measured by the standard pole stipulated. The crop was inspected and the yield 
determined (Pay parttu, Pulli pukka nilam). The extent actually come to yield so 
measured, was applied the rate of assessment 


Care was taken to exclude the extent on which the crops did not come to yield 
or had withered due to drought and scarcity of water supply and sometimes even 
due to man-made causes like destruction of crops? (Pal savi mikki paytr niranilamy! 


Even if the levy was a fixed lease amount, if the yield could not sustain the 
levy fixed. the amount due was revised on inscription and assessment of crops on 
ground! There are cases to the contrary, where the rates fixed were unalterable, whether 
the lands yielded or not? If it was a coconut grove, lands coming to yield into which 
the ladder and the basket were taken or if a paddy field, where the sickle and the 
hayrope (to tie up the bundle of the paddy for threshing) were taken were alone assessed" 
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It follows the process of survey of lands that had come to yield, the extent to 
be assessed so determined the superintendance of the crop grown and determination 
of the quantum of yield and the nature of the crop, whether baling was resorted 
to, all needed the services of executives (Kannues) Superintending accountants (Kankan 
kanakku) and accountants for crop yield estimation (Pulli kanakku). 


The term “Puli”? “Pulli kanakku" denotes the crop were in yield and the 
accountants could enter the field, take a typical stock of paddy and count the number 
of grains therein and workout the “meni” or the yield estimate and its quantum. This 
"meni" came to be transformed into an ‘‘anna-crop”’ nexus in armish done under 
the British administration. 16 as crop being equal to ‘‘alavan meni” (full yield)5 


The accountants were deployed by the Township and perhaps were drawn from 
the local land-occupants thenisclves. Their wages and food (eccoru) were to the accoun 
of the occupants collectively, except in cases where the beneficiaries were permitted 
to employ their own accountants for such services 


In sharing the yield the payment of the Kadamai to the Jtvitamdar was to the 
exclusive account of the melvaramdar and the cultivator’s share was to be given to 
him in tact.” The grain to be measured to the Superintendent of the thrashing and 
measuring the yield will be to the account of both the melvarain-holder and the 
cultivators.® 


Lands for which the Kadamai obligations were taken over by the Sabha or remitted 
under orders of the King need not be inspected at the time of the assessment of 
the yield and crop conditions.” 


The stipulations ens' red assessment strictly on yield and an equitable exclusion 
of lands not yielding or damaged due to acts of God and man and nature. At the 
same time the quantum of dues should be in grain, excluding the grain loss, and 
mere husk and other extraneous matter like pebbles, rubbish, sprouted grains, or other 
wastage. Such rejects will also need to be compensated. The grains due was to be measured 
at the courtyard of the temple and the transport was to the account of the occupant. 


The Kistbandi or the months when the delivery of land levies like Kadamai 
are due synchronise with the post-harvest period. In some cases the month of Citrai 
(April-May) for the pisanam and Arpasi (October-November) for the Kuruvai or Kar 
had been stipulated. In a later case (of A.D. 1542) the delivery and payments could 
be spread over a period. 60% to be paid from Tai Ani (January to June-July) and 
the remaining 40% to be paid from Adi (July-August) to Margali (December-January)? 
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A system so intricate, requiring varied services of executives whose subjective 
inspection and judgement of crops was the basis for assessment of every individual 
field or part-field come to yield could have lent itself to occasional irregularities or 
malpractices. But there were inherent correctives. The executives were themselves 
resident occupants who had a homogenecity of interest. The localised spread of the 
lands, and the vigil of the community could have acted as safeguards, against possible 
miscarriage of equity and justice. The King’s men were also on the watch and so 
too the collective moral authority of the Township to whom the aggrieved can always 
resort for remedy. 


FOOT NOTES TO APPENDIX TO CHAPTER VIII : 


L For eg. 396/1030 - 
Attür : Rajarija L Some examples have been cited already. 


2. Ibid 

3. 48 / 1926 

4. 448 / 1906 

5. ARE. 7411919 : (AD 1290) 


6. 319/916 

7. Unnumbered ' 1984-85 

8 SII VIII / 181 

9 366 / 1959-60 

10. A Sérmadévi inscription (614.1916) of Rajendra I adds that if there was loss of crops due to men 
of force (Valivan kédu) or failure of monsoon (Mana kédu) the lands not yielding shall be excluded 
from assessment. 

IL Alagarkoil 3151930. 
Confer ` Muvaraivenran 37 / 46-47 
Also Aruppukkottai : 409, 410 ` 1914 

D. 35 / 1931-32 Nayinarkoil 
358 / 1961-62. Tirumanikkam 

D Alagarkoil : 308 / 1930 
Tirumalugandankottai 38 . 39 ' 1931-32 

LL Tirukostiyur 288 / 289/1923 
Tirumanikkam 358 / 1961-62 

Ia B may be of interest to quote the experience of an early Collector of Tirunelveli, R. Peter who 
felt that the out sturn of paddy was generally under estimated resulting in the loss of revenue 


to Government. This was duc to the Amani systam (direct cultivation under the Government and 
the land revenue paid in kind or out of the produce.) It led to many corrupt practices, 
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16. 


Peter, therefore, introduced a system of crop estimation which was said to be prevalent in olden 
days. also Peter described the system in the following words : (1826) : 


“It had hither been usual with the public servants to form estimates of the produce when the 
crops have been reported ripe and fit (or the sickle by which frequent delays occured detrimental 
to the ryots both in reaping and dividing the crops. It was represented to me by the Head Tahsildar 
that if a mode which prevailed many years age were adopted it might prove equally beneficial 
to the Circar and to the ryot and as it also appeared that it would lesson the interference of the 
Circar servants with the ryot I resolved the experiment should be tried. 


‘The made adopted was this. The Circar servants were directed in company with the inhabitants 
and watchers to gather the produce as soon as ripe and in conformity with the previous orders. 
A number of straw ropes measuring 8 feet in length were prepared and furnished, and the grain 
(ie. plants with grain) when cut was bound up with them into bundles which after being examined 
and counted by the servants two of them were taken for each description of land and thrashed, 
the produce noted down and the average taken which formed the basis for calculating the estimated 
produce. Afterwards, should there be time, the whole of the bundles were thrashed; if not they 
were heaped up on the established thrashing floor and stamps put uponthem. They were then on 
the next day or as soon after as possible thrashed and the produce divided. 


“The advantage derivable from this made of realsing the crops are : 
(i) Rendering the interference of the public servants and the cultivators much less. 


(ii) The crops are cut immediately when ripe without waiting for a monegar to estimate the 
produce which must cause considerable delay. 


(iti) The crops are divided much more specially and of course with much less to the inhabitance. 
(iv) There is less time or room for theft. 


(v) A more correct estimate of the produce must be formed by actual measurement of a pertion 
of the crops than by merely estimating them when on the ground. 


{Agricultural Development in Madras State to 1900 - R. Ratnam; pp. 62-63 source Tirunelveli 
Collectrate records}. 


This method adopted by Peter has features similar to the system described above in vogue in 
the Pandyan times. 


Confer : ^Puravu variyar Dovir parkkum kalan iruppal urile erattu parisarippomakavum"' in 312/ 
1949-50. Salaigramam. - On the beneficiaries themselves arranging for inscription. Pillaiyarpatti 153/ 
1936. Also 263/1941 : Singikulam - The Thanattar could inspect and levy at the rates prevailing 
for the surrounding lands. 


1711936 - Tiruppattur 
66/1916 Tirukkalakkudi 
311/1949-50 Salaigramam 
65/1916 - Tirukkalakkudi 
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CHAPTER IX 


DISTRESS CONDITIONS AND THE HARDSHIPS OF THE TOWNSHIPS 
AND THE RELIEF AFFORDED 


The rigours of land levies and the hardships caused by the collective obligation 
to have them gathered and remitted to the King’s coffers are borne out by ample 
evidence, from all over the tract. But the distress was pronounced in the dry uplands 
and rainfed areas of Ramanathapuram district. Although the spread of the eviderice 
of such hardship extends over the entire period of the study. If we may generalise 
from the intensity and repetitiveness of the evidence, it was particularly felt in the 
reigns of Mar. Sundara 1 (AD 1216-1239) and Mar. Kulasekhara 1 (AD 1268 to BID. 
The reign of Mar. Sundara | was marked by the constant conflict between the Colas 
and the Pandyas. There were more than one campaign undertaken. The Hoysalas 
intervened in this warfare sometimes on the Pandyan side and at other times on the 
Cola side, deperding on who was strong or weak. They had also exacted tribute from 
the Pandyas and inscriptional evidence attests their exactions! and disorder that broke 
out during their intervention. Mar. Kulasekhara | had a long rule, but he entrusted 
different purts of the Kingdom whid enveloped the Cola country also, to his brothers. 
There were hence five rulers instead of one. The severe exactions of these princes 
and the consequent depopulation of villages is attested. The drain on the Treasury 
due to horse trade and the increase in the levies of taxes and land dues is also attested 
by foreign notices and by inscriptional evidence. 


We may now notice specific instances of hardships that have come to notice 
from the parts of the Kingdom. 


An Inscription in S¢ndamangalam? (near Attar, Tiruccendür taluk) relates that 
the people in the township could not reside and render the land obligations and hence 
to discharge their collective obligation in the Township, sold lands to the temple in 
the reign of Jat. Srivallabha (AD 1090 to 1116). The Mahasabhayar of the same place. 
Arrür Séndamz ngalam sold 24% veli of land to the Kailasamudatyar temple in the 
Kid year of that reign (AD 1102) These lands had belonged to various. Brahmin 
occupants, inclusive of the following : 


Solar Narayanan - 4 ma 
Narayanan Tirukkulingu ` - 10 ma 
Subrahmanyan Cakrapani - 10 ma 


Tiruvaykulamudaiyan .... 
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Tiruvikraman - 7 ma 
Narayanan Vasudevan - 6% ma 
Devan Cakrapani - 4 ma 


The Circumstances under which the lands of many occupants were sold are no 
set out in the inscription. If one guess, surely, the Mahasabha would not have resorted 
to such a sale unless it was for discharging their collective obligation of payment 
of land dues to the king? 


The Mahasabha of Kulasekhara Cm. (Tirunelveli) in the ldth year of Jat. 
Kulasekhara (AD 1204) sold 4% ma of land to a Chieftain Kulasekhara Kaduvettigal 
for 9 accu for providing for a service instituted in the name of his brother, Kandiyadevar. 
This amount was paid off to the four erstwhile occupants. (Munbu parru ninray 


In the third year of Mar. Sundara I (A.D. 1219) a change in the tenure of lands 
had occurred. Sriparantakanallur was a Devadana of the deity at Kottaikarungulam. 
The wet, dry black soil, the house site, the unoccupied house-site waste, and other 
lands on which there was no occupancy, or on which the Kadamai and Kudimai 
obligations were left in default were all sold with Karanmai rights to 12 Brahmin 
Bhattas ‘‘learned in sastras and Vēdas” and named as Rajasinhe$vara Cm. The newly 
inducted Brahmins had to pay the Kadamai obligations to the temple? 


Ten years later, (A.D. 1229) even the distributed levies due to the Sabhaiyar of 
Parantaka Cm in Arinadu could not be met by the temple treasury for want of each. 
The temple authorities had sold 1/3 of the lands under their tank to one Pralayantankan 
residing in Kulasekharapperunderu and he paid the amount to discharge the 
sabhaviniyogam. In addition the soldiery in Darukapuram also were in need. The same 
vendee took the usufructary mortgage of the cultivating rights from them in two 
parcels of land from the Padaiyar and the Tantirattar paying them collectively 13 accu 
and 4% accu and 150 kalams of paddy. The lands in his enjoyment were added to 
the temple properties and from the yield food oiferings were provided to the deity 
and the goddess and Ksetrapalar? 


Two years later (A.D. 1231) the Sabhaiyar of Devendravallabha Cm, a new name 
the Township had acquired after the Pandyan restoration it was earlier in Kulottunga 
I time (A.D. 1054) known as Colendrasinga Cm’ sold land for payment of Kadamai 
dues of the Mahasabha? 


A fragment of an inscription from Vanaramutti refers to the distress and default 
of some occupants who fled the village. Their lands were sold and the sale was regularised 
and recognised with the approval of the chief who had established his authority in 
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the village 


Tirukkolür (near Alvartirunagari) in Tiruvaludinadu had also experienced distress 
in the reign of Mar. Sundara. The Mahasabha had received an epistle to pay the dues 
and as the Colapandi$varamudaiya nayanar had no means to pay the kadamai this 
temple authorities sold the land. presumably to pay up their dues (A.D. 1236)" 


Still their difficulties did not end. 13 years later (A.D. 1249) in the reign of Mar. 
Sundara II the Urar of Purangurucci had felt the stress of a high lease amount and 
the occupants and cultivators deserted the place and the lands were lying waste? 


Even the Sabhaiyar of Rajaraja Cm, the populous township had felt scarcity of 
funds (in the 3rd year of a King whose name is not available when they waited 
on the King, and borrowed from the temple 20 accu to pay the Revenue Chief, (Tandal 
mudaliar) Rasingapanman for Arisittévai and akkattundam. They sold a house-site 
ostensibly to recover cash and repay the amount borrowed from the temple. As many 
as 65 signatories - the Brahmin residents - signed the sale deed? 


In the 4th year of Vira Pandya the Sabhaiyar of Avanisikhara Cm sold land 
to one Ravi Srikantan of Mahodayarpatnam in Malar mandapam who had visited the 
place. In that year the Kar crop was lost and there was no yield for ihe Kartigai 
Salabham dues they borrowed 50 kalams. They agreed to take on the obligation to 
repay the 50 kalams on the entire ayacut. But they sold land on condition that the 
purchaser would deliver 100 Kalams of paddy, half and half in the two crops. The 
township had sold their capital asset for meeting the revenue demand and had made 
the former productive of the latter.? 


Four inscriptions of the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara I are of interest. They bring 
out the straitened circumstances in which the Urar of Karakuricci alias 
Vikramapandyanalliir had borrowed. or made a usufructary mortgage of their lands 
repeatedly. They had no capital to repay the borrowed amounts. One of the borrowals 
was for the purchase of Kar seeds and manure unable to pay manure the amounts 
and redeem the mortgage the Urar sold lands to the temple and from the proceeds 
reoaid the borrowed amounts and redeemed the mortgage. Three of the inscriptions 
are dated in the 8th year of Mar. Kulasekhara I (AD 1274)" and the data for one 
inscription is lost? from the reference to a Tantrikanakku" it could be inferred that 
the lands were held by soldiery. 


The first was a sale for 3230 panam against which 1000 panam borrowed from 
one Vikramapandya Colakkonar and interest @ 6 ma ie. 300 panam added, made a 
total of 1300 panam which was set off. 
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The second sale was of a garden and cultivated land % kant for 60 panam. Here 
again a portion was on usufructory mortgage which was redeemed by payment of 
20 panam to the same individual Vikramarandya Colakkonar." 


The third sale was for Danapalakuligai panam 928. There was a prior encumbrance 
of a usufructary mortgage to Vanarayan and Sulapani Pillai presumably of 200 panam. 
Secundry they had borrowed 728 panam for the expenses during the Kar crop season 
in the 8th Year? 


The fourth inscription makes it clear that the expenses during the Kar season 
in that year were to pay the land dues to the King upto the Kar of the 8th year 
which they had borrowed and paid 768 panam to Ramandar who was apportioning 
the lands occupied in that township. 


These data clearly establish how in the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara I the Urar, 
presumably the soldiery-occupants had no resources of their own even to pay the 
Kadamai dues during Kar on to meet cultivation expenses and were heavily in debt. 
They sold lands because the King’s dues had to be paid and they could secure the 
capital only by the sale of these lands collectively held. 


As already noticed in an earlier chapter the soldiery occupants seem to be 
chronically in want and frequent usufructary mortgage of their cultivating rights or 
the land. 


We may finally notice a sale of land with all appurtenances for over 45000 
(pon) with all dues payable to the ruler by the Tiruvadi Chicftain-Udayamartandavarma 
of Jayatunga Nadu to Sinna Timma déva Maharaja, the Vij jayanagar Chieftain deputed 
by Ramaraya in AD 154748. This might have been a form of surrender of land to 
the conquering general of Vijayanagar by the Tiruvadi Chief.” 


Distress conditions in the upland of the Madurai district are evidenced by some 
of the inscriptions in Melur and Tirumangalam Taluks. A thirteenth century inscription 
in Van jinagar (Melür Taluk) dated in the 7th year of Sundara Pandya records that 
the Urar of Adhikaram in Surabi nádu sold lands to one Valudi narayanadévar one 
of the Agaparivara Mudaliyar of Murukal Kunram in Anmarai Nadu. The Urar could 
not pay up that part of the land demand falling due in the month of Avani to their 
Chief Amanadévar, who had the village and also the specific requisitioned (Vendukol) 
levies which he had distributed among the townships. As the rains were insufficient, 
and as the Chief's men caused hardships to the occupants and they were without any 
means of redressal the Urar had sold the lands with Karanmat right to the vendee 
for Rasipanam 400 and kadamai and antarayam were to be paid by him to the Temple. 
Having received this amount the Urar paid the demand of the Chieftain's officers 
(Peralar).* 
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The Urar of Andanarkudi in Punga Nadu sold land to one Viranarayanan as 
they had no resources with them to pay the demand.” 


In the 22nd year of the Pandya (unidentified) the Karanavar of Sundarapandya 
nallur relinquished io the temple occupancy lands as they were unable to cultivate 
and pay the stipulated dues”? 


In this tract too, in about AD 1310 (42nd year of Mar. Kulasckhara) the temple 
authorities and revenue officials sold land to several inviduals - one (kuru) share to 
6 individuals from several nagus, Paganur Kurram, Tenkullaga nadu, Punganadu. 
Sengudi and another share to eight other individuals, and half share each to two more 
individuals. The circumstances under which thus sale was made are set out clear terms. 
The determined land demand upto the 4lst year (AD 1309) not be paid for want of 
resources. There were no occupants who stood forth to pay up the demands in their 
name, and the (Irai) land demand could not be cleared. But was pressure bv the King's 
officials) to either sell or make a usutructury mortgage of lands. Hence they sold 
some lands and also they encumbered the prespective yield from some portions of 
the land from the 43rd year in some others. 


The available evidence of distress is perhaps. the largest from the rainfed or 
dry belts of the Ramanathapuram district and even from some of the townships 
in the Vaigai beit 


Colapuram In Srivilliputtur taluk is on the border of Kovilpatti taluk in 
Tirunelveli district. It dates back to he times of Jat. Srivallabha (AD 1090 to 1116). 
But the temple and the township Sundara pandya Cm must have been set up much 
earlier. In AD 1094, the Prince Sundara Pandya on the supplication of Sundara Pandya 
Cm granted Tiruccalur, Amanputtur, Kondaiyaneri in Tudaiyanur Muttam in 
Venbaikkudi Nadu! Also Upanayana mangalam in the same Nadu and another village 
(Vellai Kunrattur sic for Vellatyarai nallur) in Anma Nadu were granted. 


The villages were constituted in that year into a Devadana Brahmadeya. That 
is, the Brahmin occupants enjoyed the produce from the lands therein, but subject 
to payment of Kadamai and other ducs to the Visnu temple there. 


Over the years, because of drought, and the burder of land dues (Durbhiksam 
and Karabha day) the original Brahmin occupants left the place. The tanks become 
defunct, and were laid waste. Their ayacut was covered by shrub jungle. The Puja 
services in the temple were handicapped and discontinued. 


The Sabharyar of Utturnacola Cm recalled the AD 1094 grant made in the time 
of the elder grandfather of the ruling prince and the epistle of the younger grand 
father conveying the original grant of Sundarapandya Cm. The Sabhaiyar occupants 
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at this later date, supplicated Uttamacolapperiyar for a regrant of the villages, viz, 
Vellaiyarainallür alias Danmaparayanappereri in Anma Nadu and the three villages 
in Tudaiyanurmuttam and Upanayanamangalam to be reconstituted with the name of 
Uttama Cola Cm and settle 20 Brahmins so that the tanks may be repaired and 
reexcavated and the lands may be reclaimed and brought under cultivation. 
Viradamudittaperumal recommended the grant to the ruling prince and it was granted. 
The settled Brahmins were allowed to have the same rights as in the original grant 
and to pay the Kadamai according to the ancient custom. This was dated 13th year, 
1109 the day of a ruler whose name is not available? 


The point of interest in this case in the present context is within three generations 
the original settlers had abandoned the lands on account of drought and times and 
also the hardship and the burden of the land dues. The resettlement however, does 
not disclose any let up in the rates of land dues the Brahmin resettlers had to beat. 


Even earlier, in the 20th year of Colan Talaikonda Vira Pandya (about AD 966) 
the Sabha of Salaigramam in Tuvvurkkurram alias Mahimakara Valanadu had received 
a demand from the King camping at Tiruppalaiyur for 900 Kaśu and to realise it, 
he had ordered the resumption of Tirukkulungalur but the resumption was not 
implemented. To clear the cash demand and for a portion of their requirement (Karya 
Visam) the Sabha of Salaigramam took over the ornaments and Tirupattam or 
Tiruvattam of the deity in their village worth 100 [lakkasu. Against the value of the 
ornaments so taken over the Sabha remitted (Ira; the taxes due from the deity on 
35 padagam of land.? 


The inherent hardship caused by the high levels and incident of taxation under 
various heads, aggravated by natural calamities, failure of monsoon and crop loss was 
further compound by political episodes in the reign of Mar. Sundara, powerful ruler 
he was and vet he could not arrest the Hoysala intervention and their heavy exactions. 
We have clear evidence of how the Townships exposed to such exactions, had to 
somehow, ferret out cash and grain to stave off the threat of pillage and plunder 
that the Hoysalas held out as the Domocles sword over the tract and the people. 


In AD 1236, (20th year of Mar. Sundara I) the Urar of Ilayangudi alias Indravadara 
nallur in Vadavallattirukkai resolved as follows. They had, earlier reduced the distributed 
cash levies to half and the other half was being collected from the temple. From 
the 2Ist year (1237) they decided to remit the remaining half of the distributed levy 
on the deity's Iraiyili lands, and the crops therefrom both in cash and in paddy, and 
the lands were excluded as ‘‘Kudiningal’’. The total extent of the lands to which this 
concession applied was 2 ma and 17 ma. 

5120 
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In fen of this concession, they collected at 2 accu per ma iron the temple, cash 
totaling 4v» accu ind ta 


The particulars of the receipt of this amount from the temple by the Urdr are 
of great interest. [n the month of Ani (June-July the executive of Mahapradani 
Bhogakandnavalkar and his men came from other parts of the country, and in order 
not to pillage and pounder the cultivating and occupant population they demanded cash. 
To stave off this threat of plunder. the Urcr borrowed from the temple J accu 
and paid it to the Kannadigas. Hence they totally remitted the Ur viriyoga acci and 
paddy on this ex ent of 2 ma and 17. ma. In addition they decided to collect 

_ 5120 
ài of t the Or Vintyega rates in cash from the remening Devadana lands! 


In the very next year (AD 1237) in the month of simha (Augusi- Sept? amber) 
ona full moon diy, the Mahàsabhz. of Salaigramam, and the Pannai Seyvar and véli 
seyvar sold a ianc to the temple Srivaragunaisvaramudaiyar, The details of the 
transactions reveal that one of the reasons for sale was that they were hard-present 
to cUliecuvely be ur the prooortionat: levy imposed on the Township toa Deno navaka 
whe demanded. ! during the Hoy ala disturbance (Posalanur. Kalagam. A share of 
that dees was assigned o i few Brahmin occupanis but they hud aot discharged "ien: 
obhpatop aad pac deserted the village. Hence. if fell to the Township to bear this 
shold = 

The transachons reveals tha: even otherwise the Mahasabha wos waang in 
SE ard the Hovc:. exaction was on agerovating factor. The Mahasaona sol 
Pornivembil tank. hocsesites and the avacut. The orice was 77:0 0i an d be tun rer 
which several earlier miorigages to the deity mace bv the Sabhuly r were e: ol; from 
the tne o on2 ViraPandya (813 year! amd also in the 145 arm Läit, 
Devar AD 2202) In addrton during the Hovsil: disturbances, to (v eti th ee 
a levy was imoosed on the residents and was distributed among i oecus. A [ew 
of them, Manalur Viranar rayan: in, Adanür Viraticumalirun joka Narayanan Ei "ler, 


1 ow 


and one Puruscth anan did not sta 1d Fort and pay Geir apportione.! dics ane deserted 
the village Tie Malisabhanar v ere ae used io pes co the daw, coal d Is 
them and were taken to Aa jasingc mangakun uraole to Dear tne Feil esr hey were 
subiecied io the Mahasubbaryar sold S ma oË ibe fand held by fae stceosers of the 
deserted residents to the temple, ond securec the ornaments ol the cons, and deposited 
the amou: t dus into the Collection pot fvarga! pori! Kadamaikku Rudiei vi amavit 


GE 


or coffers for Kadama: arrears m the name cí the deirauiten. 


But the sdecessers in. Hile appealed to the King, and at was ordered their lands 
mortgaged be redecmec. and thair enjoyment share be restored to them. On receipt 
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of the epistle through the King's emissaries, to comply with the order and release 
the lands a fresh account of receipt was drawn up as below — 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


amount due to the temple for the mortgage amount and interest thereon: 
21% Kalaüju equal to old Anai accu 10°, This gives the nexus of 1 old 
anal accu equals 2 Kalanju of gold. 


The mortgaged lands in which the Deity did not take the produce and the 
Kadamai was paid 27, accu. 


the mortgage amount on lands mortgaged to Tiruppalanayanur 6 accu interest 
TU, accu. 


For meeting the expenses on the royal epistle and its despatch (Thirumukha 
sampadam) the amount borrowed : 1 accu in all 22 accu and 6 ma. 


The account was receipted and the land was sold. 


The inferences that follow from the details of the transaction are — 


(D 


Q) 


The Brahmin township of Salaigramam was hard-pressed to pay the Kadamai 
dues and the levies made to stave off the Hoysala exactions and plunder. 


They sold the lands in their collective enjoyment and possession. 


As a few Brahmin individuals defaulted in their apportioned share of the 
levy, their lands were mortgaged by the Mahasabha. But the successors in 
title of the defaulters invoked the royal authority and got the mortgage 
of their lands by the township Mahasabha to the deity annulled. 


The Mahasabha was obliged to find the money, by selling the deity’s 
ornaments and otherwise receiving the cash in accu. 


Against the amount so received they sold their lands to the deity. 


They took care to see that for the lands the yield of which was not enjoyed 
by the deity the Township paid the Kadamai. 


It is also of interest to note that the Mahasabha borrowed even 1 accu to meet 
the incidental expenses for the royal epistle and command received. 


In the result, the Township converted its capital assets to pay the revenue dues. 
This gives a very graphic account of the difficulties experienced even by a favoured 
class of occupants the Brahmadeyas. 
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Even later evidence is forthcoming on their distress from Hayangudi. In the Hth 
year of Jat. Sundara the Sthanattar of Rajendra Coiisvaramudaiya Nayanar gave an 
undertaking. The previous year was one of total drought and loss of crop. (Ksemamai 
Vingiccarem padiyanapadiyale) some ornaments of the deity were taken out and sold. 
So in the Citrai month of the lth year the Urar the King's servants and Mahésvaras 
joined together and insisted on the Sthanattar to restore the ornaments. Hence the latter 
approached Sirka:i Véndar and requested a grant of cash as a donation and they got 
100 panam. Against this amount and against the interest proceeds the Sthanattar agreed 
to burn a lamp »efore the deity% 


The impact of the Hoysála exaction was felt not only in Salaigrümam and 
[layangudi but also in the uplands of Tiruppattur. About the same time in the 2lst 
year of Mar. Sundara (I) (AD 1237) the Mahasabha of Nrpasekhara caturvedimangalam, 
a Brahmadeya in Keralasingavalanadu met in the Big street in the middle of the township 
in the month of Minam (March- -April) and resolved to remit the taxes due from 
the lands held in the name of Candisvara in the temple of Rudrakotisvara nayanar 
of the place. Tbe Hoysalas had demanded cash from the Pandya "uer (ulagudaiya 
perumal). The King had distributed the Hoysala exaction among the nadus. The Chieftain 
Vanakovaraivar remitted the gold to the King’s treasury on that account equal to the 
apportioned gold demand on this Brahmadeya. Apparently the Chieftain had advanced 
the cash in gold on behalf of the township and had agreed to take it later at harvest 
time from the occupants. 


Unfortunate:y, in that year the crops did not yield and there was scarcity. Such 
drought conditions were common in the red uplands of Ramanathapuram when ihe 
north east monsoon failed. Hence, the ornments of the deity were borrowed equal 
to 75 Kalanjus (which should have been treated as a capital deposit, the interest from 
which was adequate to pay the land dues), the Mahasabha themselves took over the 
obligation of Jand dues on 7% ma of Devadana land on which the temple had hither 
to paid the land dues" 


[n the 9th year of Jat. Sundara the Urar of Sakkalür in Perumbünádu sold lands 
at Urriyur on which the earlier occupant could not pay land dues and also another 
land ma in extent for which also the occupant defaulted in payment of the dues" 


As already noticed the distress was acute during the long reign of Mar. Kulasel hara 
I (AD 1268 to 1311) Several cases of defaults by occupants and deserting of villages 
have come to notice. 


In the loth vear (AD 1284) one occupant Sénivaraiyar had deserted the village 
without paying the land dues. The King’s executives insisted on the Urar of ` Traniyur 
to pay up the deriand. As the Urar had no other means of clearing the arrears they 
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sold some other holdings of the defaulter to a matha. The land was granted as Iraiyili 
to the defaulter by the Elagattar.? 


In the 25th year of Jat. Vira Pandya in Iraniyur in a feud between two individuals 
the Chief Malvarayan had ordered that until he enquired into the feud they shall 
not take the law into their own hands. But despite their giving an undertaking the 
delinquents fled the villape. The Chief's men demand a fine for their disobedience 
to the command. They obstructed the Urar in Ponnamaravati demanding that the surety 
amount in the deed executed by the delinquents shall be paid. On the suggestion of 
the Vilangudi Urar they paid a major portion of 850 panam. They had no other resources 
for the balance of 170 panam. They sold the lands of the delinquents to the deity 
and made a sale for 170 new Guligai panam which they remitted to the King's men.” 


The Srirudra máhesvarar of Vélangudi had also been in dire need and unable 
to pay up the demands on them they add the Devadana lands. This was in AD 1293? 


In the 8th year of King Kulasekhara the Urar of Saikkalir sold the land to 
the deity as they had no resources. The immutable land-dues had been fixed. But for 
lack of resources % of the land dues not be paid on demand from the King’s Chieftain 
Adigaiman. Hence they sold the land which was in their collective holding but which 
was waste and the tank had breached and the ayacut was in shrub jungle. This was 
sold as Iraiyili Karanmai. The ornaments of the deity were sold, and the amount of 
200 panam was remitted through the temple executives to Adigaiman.” 


In AD 1275, as the crops did not yield, in the month of Tai (January-February) 
the food offerings the deity could not be made. Hence the pattom among the ornaments 
of the deity was pledge and the service were continued. But the Urar were insisted 
upon to restore the pattom. Hence they got cash from Tambiran Tolan, a merchant 
from Aruviyür and restored it. for the cash received the Urar sold a land to be reclaimed 
by the vendee and utilised for maintaining a garden (nandavanam) endowed by him” 


In AD 1284 in Ilayattakudi a merchant from Madurai had a holding the Kadamai 
therefrom was payable to the deitv. But the occupant falled to pay the Kadamai and 
the Urar sold the land to the Visnu temple in the name of Senapati alvar (Visvaksena) 
and revived the payment of Kadamai to the temple.” 


Tirukkalakkudi, Piranmalai, Kunnakkudi, Velanngudi and Unjanai bring out the 
distress during the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara I and even thereafter. 
In AD 1290, the Viraiyaccilai Urar, a cantonment Township in Kara nadu were 


demanded by the Pandya Chieftain, Tirunelveli udaiyar 4000 panam for the current 
and previous year's taxes. Tirunelveli Udaiyar had overrun the tract, and had authority 
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over it. the township could not bear this levy and "were dying", sold their cattle, 
and mortgaged their assets and yet there was a balance for which they could not muster 
resources. None could give even 3 K«ulanis per panam nor land not cash or paddv. Yet 
there was no let uo in the duress by Tirunelveli Udaiyàár. They sold in public auction 
an ayacut purchased from Kumattagudi Urar to Tirukkalakkudi temple. This was a 
typical instance of the princes and Chieftains who exacted levies totally beyond the 
capacity of the residents to bear in the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara.s Similarly the 
Nattaneri, which the Viraiyaccilai Urar had purchased from Kumattagudi was sold 
to the Tirukkalakkudi temple, as the Kumattagudi Urdr refused to buy back the ayacut.* 


The Urar of Sévir were distressed and the Chiefs and the Urar sold in public 
auction their occupied holdings in Mangudi in the 3rd year of Virapandya.” In the 
3ist year of Mar. Virapandya the temple authorities of Tiruk kalakkudi sold the Kari vatci. 
In one of the dévadana lands of the deity one Mudiyan Narasinga dévar had occupancy. 
There was no heiz or successor to him. The Muslim invation under Malik Kafur 
had ravaged the country and left destruction and distress behind. The dévadina lands 
had to tbe rehabilitated (AD 1311-12) Kampana Udaiyar vanquished the Muslims and 
restored order and the three servieces in the temples and regulated the temple affairs 
through the Nayakan Chiefs who were to supervise and conduct the affairs 


The distress conditions in Tirukkalakkudi persisted even later in the Vi jayanagara 
times. The village was deserted the residents had fled the place. No new occupants 
took up residence and there was none to induct new occupants. Here two persons from 
Kudalur were invited and invested with Pádiküval rights and Uttama nayakan who 
was Tammaya nàyakars executive was to have the authority over the township.” 


This is a typical description of the deterioration in the social and economic 
conditions and distress in Panddyan Township towards the end of the 13th and beginning 
of the l4th century.°We may now notice the conditions in a few more townships 
in the northern parts of the tract under study after Mar. Kulasékhara's time 


During the reign of Rajaraja Sundarapándya, Mullikkundu an endowment to the 
deity at Kunnakkudi had become depopulated due to certain riots and political 
disturbance. Hence the temple authorities sold the land to a purchaser as 
Kudiningakkani*In the [3th year of the reign, the Urar of Iraniyür lamented that 
the executives of Kangeyan the Chief had demanded cash and caused much hardship. 
As they had no resources the Urar sold lands to one Nallamangaipillaiyar and others." 

In the same year, the sthanattar of Malavacakravarti$varamudaiyan of Uñ nai 
sold Devadana lands in the village Colan Kudikkadu alias Kavinakaranallur. The earlier 
enjoyer Madan Sivalingapperumal alias Kangéyapiccar and Tiruménialagiyan who had 
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held the land on lease had failed to fulfil the Kadamai obligation and they had no 
resources and even the fine levied for the lapse remained unpaid. 


In the i8th year a levy on Vijayalayadevan (presumably of Viraiyaccilai the 
Suraikkudi Chief had been made of 740 panams of which 140 panams were paid on 
hand in cash by the Urar of Ilayattakudi. The balance of 600 panam was not paid 
on the due dates. Hence according to the undertaking given they added an amount 
of 300 panams ie. 50% more. They were under duress to pay up the balance and Urar 
of Ilayattakudi had no other resuorses to fall back upon. They hence sold a number 
of fields consisting of 8 parcels and another 7 parcels. In all 15 to two individuals 
of Vélanludi, Viraperayar and Irungolpur. The vendees had to pay an immutable levy 
of 4 kalums per year in paddy and Rasipanam 4. (perhaps per ma) to the Uttara 
padésvaramudaiya nayanar of Velangudi. This was in the 14th year of Rajaraja Sundara 
Pandya. 

These transactions of the time of Rajarajan Sundarapandya may be ascribed to 
the later half of the Läb Century. 


We may notice, finally, a transaction dated in the 10th year of Jat. Parakrama 
who is not identified. The inscription has been ascribed to the l4th-I5th century. 
Annadevamangalam alias Kudalur was a Brahmadeya in Tenkonadu. The Sabhaiyar 
lamented that they could not pay the Kadamai dues for the 9th regnal year. The Nadu, 
Nagaram and the Gramas in Tenkonadu allowed the Sabhaiyar to sell their lands as 
they desired. At the same time executives of the jrvitum holder, Malava cakravarti 
oppressed them to pay up the portion of the demand for the village. The Brahmin 
holders had no mean to pay up the demand. They announced for sale one half of 
the Brahmadéya Annurruvamangalam remitting the taxes and Kaval. In response one 
Karaiyur Kilavan Devan who had earlier purchased the other half of the same village 
agreed to buy the remaining hali for 150 Kuligai panam as Kudininga devadanam. 
40 Rasi panam was deposited for a lamp service. No other demands were to be made 
on the vendee-occupant." 


To sum up, there is ample evidence to show that the level and incidence of 
land-dues were exacting under ine ` Pandyas of the Second Empire’’. The miscellaneous 
levies and obligations had only aggravated the hardship. Two reign stand out, particularly 
when the distress was brought to the surface - those of Mar. Sundara I (1216-1239) 
and Mar. Kulasekhara II (1268 to 1310). This factor could be easily accounted for. 


Mar. Sundara I waged a relentless war against the Cola Kulottunga lll and his 
hapless successor, Rajaraja HL The first campaign was about the 2nd, 3rd year (1218- 
9). The second was the latter half of the reign of Mar. Sundara L This war and the 
extensive preparations should have demanded mustering resources, and also drained 
the king's Treasury. The local Chieftains and the lessees too had levied their own 
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discretionery levies. The billetting of soldiery, the services demanded from the villagers 
and other needs should have added to the service obligations of the occupants. Above 
all, the Hoysala intervention twice in favour of the Colas their march towards 
Ramesvaram their demand for ransom to desist from plundering the villages as ai 
llayangudi, Salaigrámam and in Tiruppattür should have compounded the sufferings 
of the occupants and cultivators. 


The long reign of Mar. Kulasekhara was marked bv much lavishress which struck 
the foreign travellers like Marco Polo. The horse trade was a drain on the treasury. 
The fondness for Arab hcrses was matched only by the utter carelessness in maintaining 
them in a hot tract which took a heavy toll of the horses Wasaf refers to the tax 
on the dancing girls (Devaradiyarvari: and the temple jewellery and funds being utilised 
for paying in gold, the Arab merchants. Indeed the Pandvan love of horses was so 
reckless that they even agreed to pay to the Arab merchants for the horses that died 
enroute if only they brought the tail of the dead horses. Surely this should have given 
room for considerable ‘‘horse-trading’’ and fraud. The payment was in gold and it 
should have caused a constant drain.“ 


Added to this factor, the King as he was getting older was leaving the affairs 
of the Kingdom in the hands of his brothers, other scions of the royal family and 
the chieftains. Thev added discretionery levies and without due regard to the welfare 
of the people and the Kingdom made ruthtess levies and exaction. Indeed in an inscription 
at Valikandapuram" the people heaved a sigh of relief when the King's brother who 
had made severe exactions was withdrawn and by way of gratitude they instituted 
a lamp service fcr the merit of the King and his health. 


in the late Dh and early l4th century there was a shift in the mode of fixing 
demand from detailed survey of the lands cultivated and coming to yield determine 
that yield and applying the various rates in vouge, more to a fixed lumpsum amount. 
Also latterly the demand in cash, in gold (pon) and that in a lumpsum is evidenced 
the more which was to be paid fixed dates instead of the collection of land demand 
being synchronised with the crop yields in Arpasi and in Citrai earlier. The changed 
modality would have obliged the occupants to sell paddy early when the ruling prices 
could be tower and thus to lose at both ends. 


After Mar. Kulasekhara’s reign this sons quarrelled among themselves and the 
political confusion and Malik Kafur's raid and his loot of treasure added to the 
sufferings. Temples were ruined, especially in Tiruppattur area and services wer 
discontinued and villages got depopulated. It was giver to some of the Pandya princes 
like Vikrama Pandya and Kampana Udaiyar to launch a process of rehabilitation of 
the temples and the countryside. But they were only catalysts. The Nattar and the 
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community bestirred themselves to reclaim lands, reconstruct tanks and induct 
cultivations and pationtly recover from the economic ills of over a century. 


The evidence we have mustered are from a species of townships the eleemosynary 
tenure. Admittedly they hard been extended concessional treatment. And yet the temples 
and the Brahmins were not able to pay the demand. If that were so, the fully assessed 
cultivator townships should have had a greater share of the burden. Indeed this fact 
is well attested though by the indirect evidence of the agricultural townships bemoaning 
their distress and their inadequate resources, They had hardly any reserves to fall back 
upon. At best they could collect adhoc amounts for specific purposes as the Tiruppattur 
Mahàsabha did when they resolved to wait on the King at Madurai.* * 9 Otherwise, 
the yearly collections of dues had to be remitted then and there and there was hardly 
any carry over Revenue recovery measures were exacting and led to even physical 
hardships inflicted on the Mahasabha constituents or other township organisations. 


The only remedy that they could and did resert to was to sell communal lands 
and convert their capital assets into yielding assets. But this was to pay off revenue 
obligations. The saving feature was the sale price of the land perse may be 
disproportionately low but the deposit component (Irai dravyam) for payment of land 
dues from the interest accruals was high. The townships could invest such amounts 
in productive avenues, like reclamation of land and restoration of irrigation sources. 


The progressive induction of occupants could also have had the effect of the 
revenue bearing lands increasing and to that extent the collective obligation of the 
townships could have been reduced. Assets which had been dead had become yielding. 
The increase in production, extension of irrigation and restoration of tanks, reclamation 
of lands were other lasting benefits to the economy which offset the diminution of 
Township's collective capital assets. 


It should not be understood that while the never fiscal burden was experienced 
by the community and they were groaning there was no relief forthcoming from 
the rulers or the Chieftains Indeed relief was afforded by rulers like Jat. Kulasekhara I 
and Mar. Sundara I himself. In addition the Chiefs who held large territories as J'ivitam 
also realising that the unhindered cultivation of lands was vital for their well-being 
carded for the occupants and gave tangible relief. 


If the stress and strain due to the land levies was acute in the Tiruppattur, Sivaganga 
region so was the relief afforded in these tract were pronounced. But the other areas 
in Vaigai and Tambraparani basin were not neglected. 


In the following pages an attempt is made to recount the relief measures afforded 
and the modalities of relief in these tracts. i 
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RELIEF AFFORDED TO THE OCCUPANTS AND THE 
MODES ADOPTED 


The relief afforded by Mar. Sundara Pandya I is very explicity brought out in 
Tirunelveli. The occupants’ holdings had been asseted at 8 Taram rates. The royal officers 
had varied the mode of assessment from madakku to virivu® This has caused hardship 
apparently. In the llth year (AD 1227) Mar. Sundara I restored the assessment from 
the occupants of the Brahmadeya at the old rates, cancelling the orders of his officers.” 
Two years later, he further ordered that the land dues from the Brahmadeya be followed 
up in 3 Tarams instead of eight. The effect of this change could be to bring down 
the average (simple or weighted) rate of compounded assessment and its incidence. 
This was in AD 1229?! 


Again, in Kodanur in the 7th year of the ruler (not named head) it was specifically 
ordered that except Kadamai and antarayam all other levies like Vettippattam, Pari jupili, 
Sandi vigrahapperu, Ponvari were all remitted. Besides the King wrote to the Mahasabha 
that they shall also remit the Sabhaviniyogam (the distributed levies collected by the 
Sabha) on these lands. Accordingly the Mahasabha implemented the order? 


Even more significant is the communication of Kandiya Devan to the Sabhaiyar 
of Kodanur (Kulasekhara Cm) conveying the King's order in a letter that except the 
Kadamai and antarayam on the lands enjoyed by the Visnu temple of the township 
with Karanmai rights, all other taxes like Ponvari (cash levy in gold) shall be remitted. 
The latter signficantly added that when at the pleasure of the King such a direction 
(niyoga) was issued and is inforce there shall be no new levies and innovations. 
(Tirumugamum, nivogamum undayirukka ippodu Sila pudumaigal seyyakkadavarkalalla) 
The Mahasabha was enjoined to implement the orders and issue their proceedings 
accordingly? In the 2(l)* year of Mar. Sundara I Maramangalam had been granted 
as Jivitam to the Sonagar? When they were collecting the assigned revenues they 
interfered with and disturbed the schedule of assessment rates and attend the land 
levies (Taram Kulaithu ....Tandinaragayum) this has caused hardship. On this being 
taken to the notice of the King ie. he ordered the restoration of the old rates at which 
land dues were collected (Pandu iruttu vanda Taram). The inscription also gives the 
different rates for the different tarams, the first and fourth etc. 


This order seems to convey the rates of levies for the different tarams at 5 kalam, 
2 Tuni, Padakku, 2 Nali and 7 kalam, 2 Tuni Kuruni, 4 nali cash 6% ma, mundirigai 
and for the (third Taram?) including cash 4 Kalam paddy. The rates shall be applied 
to the crop on ground, and on the extent where the crops had struck roots and come 
to yield. 
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In Tirukkolur the Urar of Pürankuricci felt difficulties in the mode of land 
levy in vogue. The villagers had a lease-demand, which was presumbly a fixed amount. 
Consequently, the occupants and the cultivators, unable to bear the levy, deserted the 
place and lands were laid waste. A change in the mode of the land levy was called 
for. In AD 1249 during the reign of Mar. Sundara II this was effected. From that 
year, all Devadana and palliccandam lands had to be excluded. Other lands held in 
accupancy were to be measured by the 18 San. Virapandyan rod, the yield in lands 
cultivated on inscription, was to be determined. On such lands yielding the following 
rates of assessment shall be applied for kadamai and antarayam from the lth year. 


For kar : 6 Wa ka$u per ma. and paddy (mudal) 4 kalams by the Virapandyan 
measure for lands brought to yield by baling - % thereof Ginragu, Tinai, Samai - 
1 Dramam (16 meni) per mà. For dry lands per mà ` V, dramam. 


An emdorsement that year let this schedule of rates be paid was added by the 
revenue officials. 


The Tirukkolur instance distinctly bring out the disadvantages of a ottu system 
- of lease on a fixed quantum of dues. For one thing, the lessee might exact more 
than what was due to the King. for another he might vary the rates at his discretion; 
Besides even when the groom yielded less, if the demand he bad to meet was inelastic 
he would transfer the rigidity of demand to the cultivators - occupants. Even if there 
was no external Lessee and the township was itself enjoyed to pay the lease-Kadamai 
this last adverse factor would persist. Lastly, the margin left for the occupants and 
the cultivators would be so low that they would not be enthused to cultivate the 
lands and bear cultivation expenses and apply labour. 


The Varisai rates substituted enabled direct payment to the King Treasury. It 
was on actual assessment of the yield and on the measured extent of lands coming 
to yield. The rates too were varied according to the crop grown and accorded with 
the scale more widely prevalent It was hence definitely a more equitable arrangment. 


In Attur (Tiruccendur Tk) too a series of inscriptions bring out that despite flood 
and drought conditions the immutable Kadamai (Vadakkadamai) was payble and it 
had worked to the disadvantage of the occupant - cultivators. Prior to the 13th year 
(perhaps of Mar. Sundara II) except the paddy for Salabam, no other levy was enforced. 
Kesava Dandanayaka (a Hoysala) imposed a levy in gold (pon). This innovation was 
presumably to ward off the pillage and plunder as noticed in Ilayangudi and Saligramam 
and Caturvedimangalam. l l 


From the [3th year, the king issued an epistle conveying to the Kudanattar that 
the levies payable in gold (Ponvari shall be discontinued forthwith, Cediyarayan 
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accordingly issued the communication and implemented the order. The status-quo-ante 
of the grain levy for salabam was restored.” 


The Brahmadéya occupants of the Vaigai belt had a distinct advantage. Proximity 
to the capital and the Palace enabled them to address the King for redressal of any 
legitimate grievances. The Sabhaiyar of Colantaka Cm who waited on Jat. Srivallabha 
and not removed the new weir constructed by a Sarvakruttukkal with the King’s 
permission is an instance in point. Proximity enabled them to participate in any 
sacrification or at the time of the coronation of the King. These were cermonial occasions 
when special concessions and grants were made by the King, Such concessions being 
repetitive in nature the concessions could also get enlarged from reign to reign. 


In the 2nd year of Jat Kulasekhara the King on the recommendation of Ayyan 
Malavarayan made.a Dharmadana to the Brahmins of Colakulantaka Cm (Colavandan)* 


Upto the 22nd year (of the previous reign) the Sabhaiyar had paid Viniyogam 
per ma as below : 


Main crop Dramam 4 
Paddy 6 Kalams 


Kuruvai on yielding lands Dramam Di 


Paddy 4 kalam Tuni, Padakku or 4% Kalams. From the 2nd year of Jat 
Kulasekhara I (A.D. 1192) he ordered the Viniyogam rates at : 


Main crop gs Dramam 2 \ I 

Paddy 3 Kalam 50% of the previous rate 
Kuruvai Dramam (%+ 1/20 16/20) or 4/5 f th . dene 
On yielding lands} Paddy 2 Kalams 3 Kuruni Ee 


These (onasoions) were progressively enlarged in the reigns of Mar. Sundara 1 
and his successor Mar. Sundara II. i 


In 121819 as recommended by his brother-in-law Alagapperumal, Mar. Sundara 
I reduced the rates of Viniyogam as below? 


Upto the 27th year (of previous reign) AD 1217 the sabhaiyar of Colantaka Cm 
paid Viniyogam at : 


(Concession from the 2nd year of Mar. Sundara | net) 


Main crop Paddy 8 kalam per mà To be less by 2 Kalams 6 Kalams 
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Dramam 5 To be less by 1 Dramam 4 Dramam 


For Kuruvai Dramam 2 To be less by 2/5 Dramam 1 3/5 Dramam 
Paddy 6 Kalams To be less by 1% Kalams 4% Kalams 


In the 2nd year of Mar. Sundara II (A.D. 1240) two more concessions were extended 
to the same Sabhaiyar. First, the Sabhaiyar had paid Makkalam (1 kalam of paddy 
per má) both with main crop and in Kuruvai. This was totally dispensed with main 
crop and in Kuruvai. This was totally dispensed with as Dharmadana at time of his 
coronation by the King at the instance of Ayyan Malavarayan* At the same time 
the king Mar. Sundara ll granted the following concession in the rates of Viniyogam 
paid by the Sabhaiyar of the same Brahmadeya upto the 2nd year 


Rates in force: 


Main crop Dramam 2 
i Paddy 3 Kalams 


Kuruvai (perumdramam) 4/5 
Paddy 2 Kalams 3 Kuruni 


It may be recalled that these were the rates ordered by Jat. Kulasekhara I in 
AD 1192. 


Ayyan Malavarayan recommended that these viniyogam levies shall be totally 
dispensed with. This was ordered accordingly in AD. 1240. 


In the th year, 150th day (AD 12034) of Jat. Kulasékhara the King made a 
yagfiadana, at the time of a sacrifice reducing the rates of levy for Kuruvai* 


Hither to the rates were : 


Per ma 3 Dramam 
8 Kalams paddy 


Reduction : 
from the 14th year 1^ Dramam 

2 Kalam 3 Kuruni 
Net payable Dé Dramam 


5 Kal. 2 Tuni 1 Kuruni . 


Again, in the reign of Mar. Sundara II it was noticed that the Irai paid by 
Tiruvédagam occupants was inflated (Iruttu Vanda I rai ataippu unddenrum) and that 
the rates in vogue shall be revised and the lands in Tiruvedagam shall be charged 
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at same rates at which the Colakulantaka Cm occupants paid the land dues. Further 
the cultivated lands coming to yield shall be measured by Vikramapandyan kol and 
the yielding lands shall be changed 2 Dramam per ma and Paddy at the same rates 
in vogue in Colakulàntaka Cm. Presumbaly this was ordered accordingly)? 


For one thing, townships in close proximity could clamour for concessions if 
the rates in the neighbouring village were lower. Secondly, the Proximity to the seat 
of power, the ceremonial occasions and the coronation especially was a jubilant occasion 
were of avail to grant concessions in land assessment especially to Brahmadeya occupants. 


The uplands in Ramanathapuram as brought out above, were the most affected. 
Drought and loss of crops were frequent and the rates of demand were exacting. The 
collective obligation of townships to pay up the demand was also invoked oftener. 
It is natural that relief should also be more incessantly called for. Also the evidence 
of such relief granted is relatable to the areas of distress. What is, however, the most 
striking are the modes of relief granted. They are somewhat sophisticated and even 
curdous. 


In AD 1232 the Sabhaiyar of Srivillipputtir approached the Chief who was 
administering Srivillipputtur approached the Chief who was administering Srivilliputtür, 
Tiruvudaiyan Adaiyan Akkiyan Vijayasangadevar to move the King for a tax 
concession.” He submitted the request to his superior Asiriyan Devapillai alias 
Kandiyattevar Alias Vira Pandya Devar who endoraed the request to the King Mar. 
Sundara L On the citrai Via, the Tamil New Year's day in the 15th year, a memorandum 
was issued by the King directing Dévar Kandyadévar to have the grant made and 
consuminated by pouring water by the Prince Vikaramapandyadévar. Accordingly, the 
Prince Vikrama Pandya Devar was moved to give to the royal order. 


He invited the accredited prepresentatives of the Sabha Seruviir Kilars son, Areyan 
Vajapeyaji Sundara Toludaiyan Bhattan Jyothishüma Vājapēyāji Alvi muvagni 
Bhogyara jiyar and his younger brother Vajapeya jeyar and others and granted by pouring 
water a Dharmadana of 1/80 per ma as deduction in the land dues. Kandya Thevar 
also moved the King to issue the royal epistle and the copy of the oral order. Thus 
the chief in authority Vijayasingadévar had through the good offices of Kandiya Devar 
caused the reduction in assessment. 


The episode brings out how the Sabhaiyar had moved the local chief and made 
their application through had moved the local chief and made their application through 
the "proper channel". The Chief was sympathetic and he moved his superior who 
had the ears of the King. The King’s grant was ceremoniously implemented by the 
Prince Vikrama Pandya. But Kandyadévar ensured the formal order of the King orally 
conveyed reduced into writing and the concession was given effect. The representatives 
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of the Sabhaiyar, from their names, were accomplished in Vedic rites, and rituals and 
capable of performing several sacrifices. The case also shows the influence of the 
local officers and the Chieftains to accomplish this tax-reduction. 


at 3/80 of the existing rate. This works to a reduction of 1%%. This shall be levied 
only on yielding lands. This formal communication was made at the instance of 
Malavarayan.© 


The same representatives of the the Sabha made another request nine years later 
(in AD 1241) to the King Mar. Sundara I to grant as Devadana, the land dues in 2 
velies of land which was in their occupancy and in some other lands in which they 
had Karanmai rights This was also granted from 20th year (AD 1236) though the 
order was dated in the 25th year. 


A Muvaraivenran inscription of the I2-13th century dated 8th year of a Pandya 
Kulasekhara directed the Sabha of a Brahmadéya (not named) and the occupants who 
have taken residence and settled there and raised crops to pay 1⁄8 accu per unit of 
land measured by the periakol (big pole) The details are lost but from the context 
it could be inferred that the village was deserted and had to be resettled and a concessional 
rate of levy was warranted in the rainfed tract. The reference to ‘Periakol’ might 
simply that the measuring red was long on and consequently the rate of levy could 
have been for a larger extent that the standard rod used elsewhere carrying a concessional 
element with it9 


The extant epigraphs form Sivagangai, Tiruppattür and Tiruvadanai Taluks give 
graphic accounts of the concessions extended by the jivitam holders like Kalavali 
nadalvan or at their instance by the King, It also gives an insight into the modes 
of relief affordes. In Jat. Srivallabha's reign a concession of 25% was extended in 
Tiruppaccetti to some lands occupied. The rate of levy of 5 Kalam v, Kásu was reduced 
to 3% Kalam and 3, Kasu® 
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In the 19th year of Jat. Kulasekhara I (A.D. 1209) the King sent a communication 
to the Sabhaiyar of Vémbattur of Vembattur (Kulasékhara Cm) The dues of the 
Township were calculated hitherto on the extent of land measured by the measuring 
pole Kuditangi. rhe King’s grant father (Appattar) Kalavali Nadalvar gave them a 
document of title that the measuring pole shall be increased by % of the length (ie, 
25%) and on that measurement Kadamai and antarayam shall be calculated. The jrvitam 
holder also requested the King to issue a written communication in terms of his earlier 
undertaking, The King ordered accordingly, and his written orderes were conveyed by 
his officers. In effect by this change of the length of the measuring pole, a concession 
of 25% could have resulted. The rates of levy remained unaltered. But the same rate 
was applied to a larger extent measur ba 


Confirming the grant of shares to the Brahmadéya occupants in Vembattur, the 
King further conceded that earlier the lands to assessed to Kadamai and antarayam 
were measured by the 2(4) San pole. Now by using the 30 <n kol, for measuring 
the lands he allowed a 25% reduction in assessment. The rates of assessment remained 
the same. But instead of 24x24 or 576 Sq. San the same rate was applied to 30x30 
or 800 Sq. San.” Incidentally, it may be added that the measuring pole Kuditangi was 
in vouge even in the time of Jat. Kulagekhara it was not introduced in the time of 
Mar. Sundara [ as held by some. 


Similar concessions were extended in Adalaiyur Nadu. The Adalaiyur Nadalvar 
in the year of Mar. Sundara I (A.D. 1224) intimated the Natrar of the Adalaiyur nadu 
as follows. Several villages in Adalaiyur nadu, in the Kilkundàru basin, viz, 
Tiruararrangudi, Koneri, Tiruingarkudi, Panaikkudi Kuratti, included, in the nadu the 
pole used for measuring lands was 18 San. This was discontinued and the 24 San Kuditangi 
was to be used and per mā so measured, as hereto for the crops shall be insputed 
and assessed (pulli parttu) and deducting the areas not coming to yield, those yielding 
shall be assessed at % of the original rate ie, at 3 kalam 2 Tuni; the Kadamai measure 
reckoning with the difference in measure.” 


The Kalvayil Nadalvan issued a letter in the same year to the same residents 
and also Pivalaikkudi, substituting 24 San measuring pole for 18 feet in vogue hitherto. 
The Kuditangi land 1 ma thus measured, was reduced. The rate per | ma by the Kadamai 
measure was 7 kal 2 tüni and adding wastage, it was revised as 9 Kal 2 Kuruni 4 
Nali Uri by the Nali measure used by the Nattar.” 


The inscriptions of the reign of Mar. Sundara I from Pericci Koil are of greater 
interest. The first is dated the 9th year (AD 1225) of Mar. Sundara I” 


The Urar of Sirupericciyur and Kandrappur (Kandramāņikkam) felt and 
complained that the residents had become impoverished and that to desert the village 
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and live in the forest was better. The Nadalvan Kandan Aludaiyan Kàngeyan gave 
a deed in the following terms : 


The lands in the Townships shall be measured by the Kuditangi pole. For the 
main crops paddy (lost) and 1% Dramarn of 5 meni shall be paid. For Arpasi kuruvai, 
and citrai kuruvai % for lands yielded by baling Tinai, Varagu and gingelly v. For 
sugarcane at the same rate as the principal crop. The lands shall be inspected and only 
yielding lands shall be assessed and measured and waste lands shall be excluded. For 
viniyogam and miscellaneous levies the lands measured by Kuditangi shall be reckoned 
in terms of madakku and the levies spread or distributed and collected at rates in 
vogue in the Nadu. 


For lands sold from his own holdings, the measuring red and grain measure 
shall be as given in the saledeed. 


In the 19th year of Sundara Pandya Kandan Alagu Kandan Perumal alias Kangéyan 
gave another deed to the urar which is even more interesting: This may also be, 
perhaps ascribed to Mar. Sundara | and II so, dated in AD 1235. The Nadalvan recognised 
that the lands separated from their command area were unable to pay the land dues 
at the rates stipulated earlier. The residents had become distressed and more in an 
improverised state. 


Hence from the 6th year of Sundara Pandya 1 ma of land measured by 18 San 
pole was re-measured using 24 San pole and the extent recomputed at 4 mà mundrikai 
(9/320). Now on the same basis measuring by kuditangi pole (24 San) per ma, the 
rates charged were. 


Antarayam - % Palankasu, and appreciating the proporation in Dramam nexus 
to the Kašu and reckned it as 7 ma, or 7/20. To other words the Kasu was devalued. 


Paddy measured by Valayilkal at 6 kalam levied previously was substituted, by 
the Urkkal and 7 Kal. 3 Kuruni by the latter measure was levied for paddy in the 
main crop, as also for sugarcane, Arpasi Kuruvai. 


If the Arpasi kuruvai crop came to yield by baling. 
The unyielding crops or ring waste shall be excluded, and lands not coming up 
to yield shall be excluded on inscription. 


For the miscellaneous levies due to the Nadu as Inavari from the 6th year the 
quantum shall be determined on the Madakku extent, and at opting the Kuditangi 
measure. It will be seen that the relief afforded was rather curiously worked out. The 
extent of the land was recomputed substituting a 24 Sàn pole for 18 San pole. The 
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nexus of Dramam to Kàsu was appreciated. The capacity and the grain measure was 
varied, retaining the demand in tract as ready revised in the 6th year of Mar. Sundara 
Pandya L 


The Nattar of Karraipattu Paganéri were intimated in the 7^ year of Vira Pandya 
that in the determined levy in gold, 4% was deducted as Iraiyili and the remaining 
shall be collected. In another inscription dated 20th year of a ruler (whose name 
is not available) from Kallangudi the Chieftain addressed the Kallangudi, 
Désinarayanapuram Nagarattar and several urars, including Pallattur, Vadakudi, that 
thenceforth as per the rates for collection in the ayacuts of Saykalur (Sákkottai) v 
of the gold (cash) levy was remitted.” 


In the 17th year of Mar. Kulasékhara (A.D. 1285) when there was a rehabilitation 
of residents in Sannavanam they were granted remission in taxes." 


A number of inscriptions of the Uth and 14th centuries grant remissions at a 
high rate 50% to several Nattars. 


In about the 20th year of Mar. Vikrama Pandya out of the assessments fixed 
in the 10th year for the occupants of Uij janai, Niyamam, Kalanivasal and Ilayatangudi 
Urar and others (some names are lost) from the l6th year one half of the dues were 
deducted and the remaining half was ordered to be paid by them. This was a lumpsum 
deduction and a sumptuous relief. It also served as a measure of the unbearable levels 
of land levies at a determined amount (niccayippu) payable in gold.” 


In the 8th year of Vira Pandya the Nartar of Urijanai ayacut were adviced that 
the determind amount of levies per year for the Uri janai nadu was 2400 newpon. 
of this amount 800 pon was deducted and the remaining 1600 pon were payable - 
4 from January to June, and % from July to December. This was a concertainer 
of 331 ” 


Another K6nérinmaikondan order addressed to the Uñjanai Nattar recalls the 
earlier determined amount of 2600 new pon. From the llth year of the reign 400 
pon were remitted. The balance of 1200 pon shall be payable in the same proportion 
in 4:'A the period January to June and July to December respectively. 


From the transaction reviewed above, it will be noticed that the Pandyan rulers 
from the time of Jat. Srivallabha and Jat. Kulasekhara 1 (c. 1190) were sensible of 
the burden of land levies cast on the occupants and afforded releif. This is equally 
true of Mar. Sundara I who, despite the costly wars he was waging with the Colan 
had himself intervented to restore the Status-quo-ante. The King’s of fficers were over- 
zealous and pitched demands high which could be remedied on being taken to the 
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notice of the King himself, or through officers and Chieftains who were sympathetic 
enough to safeguard the interests of the occupants. 


But this trend was not equally noticeable in the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara? 
His authority shared by his brothers and chiefs was made the instrument of making 
exactions from the occupants. True, later rulers like Mar. Vikrama and Vira Pandya 
granted relief. But there were several changes in the mode of land levy that had occurred. 
These had the effect of wiping away the inherent safeguards for ensuring equity and 
affording legitimate relief when the season was unfavourable or where the crop yield 
has affected or was lost. The changed modality of levy was to fix a determined amount 
for the Nadu as a whole (niccayippu). Being predetermined there was no scope for 
automatic concession for lands which did not yield or which on measurement, could 
be ad judged as partially yielding, and not capable of bearing the assessment. The earlier 
mode long in vogue for assessment was per ma as the unit. But latterly the Ur as 
a whole and worse the Nadu, as a whole had to bear the levy. This could have led 
to an uneven distribution of the burden among the Urs or constituent units of the 
Nadu. Thirdly, the demand was in gold, which needed the conversion of paddy into 
cash. Currently and gold value fluctuation could have been minimal. But still it 
demanded liquidity. If the demand was fixed as a lumpsum, it followed the concessioned 
relief had also to the expressed in the same terms for the nàdu as a whole consequently, 
there could have been some vagaries in the distribution of relief among the different 
constitutents, and those with greater clout with the Chieftains as in Unjanai could 
have secured a larger share of relief. Correspondingly the townships which were not 
so active or lacked clout tended to lose in relief. 


The agrarian and levy conditions and the hardships caused described above bring 
out the state of affairs in the mid-14th century in the Pandyan Townships. The question 
whether they were remedied thereafter can be answered only with reference the 
conditions in the Vijayanagar and Nayak times that followed. But the evidence of 
the period is slender to infuse confidence that relief commensurate with the distress 
was forthcoming, 
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295 / 1949-50 - [laiyankudi - MarSundara. Also 312/1949-50 - Salaigramam 
SII XIV - 265. 

SII XIV - 232. 

SII V - 42 

281 / 1928. Also 279 / 1928 which gives the share of every one of the new Brahmin occupants 
The name occurs in another line of 281/9928 as Kantanallur. 

582 / 1915 - Dàrukapuram. 

SII VIII - 448. 

SII VIII - 446477. 

316 / 1940-4]. 

727-728 / 1962-63. 

715 / 1962-63. 

337 7 1916 - Tiruvali$varam. 

481 / 1930. 

SH XXIII - 125, 126, 128. 

Ibid 127 

Ibid 125 lire 9. 

Ibid 126. 

Ibid 127. 

Ibid 128. 


SII XXVI - 497. On the Vijayanagara expedition of Timma and Vittala please see my “Early 
History of Christians in South India" - National Museum Bulletin 5 & 6. 


291 / 72-73. 

35] / 19612. 

SII V / 287. 

SII XIV / 205. 

SII XXVI ' 525. 

EI XXVIII / pp. 92-93. 


295 / 1949-50. [layankudi. This inscription brings out that even Devadana lands had to bear 
or viniyogam in cash and paddy. The term "Kudiningalana" may be interpreted to mean that 
the tenants cultivating the dévadina lands were exempted or excluded from the levy so collected. 


312. 7 1949-50, Salaigramanm. 
29] + 1949-50. 
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27. 
28. 


308 / 1928. Caturvedimangalam. 
52 1 1946-47. Sakkóttai. 

2 / 1926. Iraniyur. 

505 / 1958-59. Vélangudi. 
509 / 1958-59. Vélangudi. 
42 / 1946-47 Sakkottai. 
56 / 1946-47 Sakkottai. 
23 1 1926. 

81 / 1961. Tirukkalakkudi. 
86 / 1916. 

74 / 1916. 

64 / 1916. 

48 / 1916. 


On the unsettled conditions, please see my paper "on the viclasitudes of Viraiyaccilai’’ The 
collected papers pp. 156 - f. 


SII XXVI / 43. 

ll / 1926. 

196 / 1984. 

504 / 58-59. 

SII VIII / 438 - Piranmalai. 

Piease see "Foreign Notices" pp. 166-167. 

Please see my "Land grants and agrarian relations" pp. 135-136. 


Please see my paper on the “Tenuous fisc of the medieval Townships” - *'The collected papers" 
pp. 82-89. 


ARE 101 / 1908. 

On these modlities, please see my annexure to Chapter III - Supra - pages .... 
SII V / 413. 

Ibid. 414 

206, 207 / 1923. 

208 / 1933. 

SII VIII / 454, 455. 

Ibid. 455. There are gaps in the text. 

715, 716 ` 1962-63. 
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432, 433, 434 / 1030. 
81 / 1905. 


82 / 1905. The order part of the inscription shows the concession in Dramam for Kuruvai at 
7/20 and not 8/20 as stated in the recommendation part. 


80 / 1905. 

688A / 1905 - Tiruvedagam. 

679 / 1905 - Tiruvédagam. The inscription is incomplete. 
554 / 1926. 

541 / 1926. 

556 / 1926. 

557 / 1926. 

206 / 1980-81. The text is not available. The inferences are based on the abstract of the ARE. 
75 ! 1929. 

329 / 1959-50. Vembattur. 

323 / 1960, Vembattür. Kolkuditangi was 24 san. 
406 / 1954-55. Kunnakkudi. 

174 / 1937. Kunnakkudi 

9] / 1924. 

73 | 1924. 

67 / 1924 

190 / 1924. 

26 ! 1916. 

192 / 1980-81. 

195 / 1980-81. Also 201/1580-81. 

193 / 1980. 


The Sannavanam case (26-1916) seems to be an exception. 
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CHAPTER X 


SOCIETY AND TRENDS OF CHANGES IN PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 


THE MATHAS IN PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 


An Institution which had greatly influnced the society, and had kept watch over 
the temple rituals and endowments, and laid down the procedure for the rituals and 
practices in medival times was the Matha. It was invariably headed by a principal 
Sanyasin, ‘Mudaliyar’ as he was termed in Saivite institutions. There were, besides 
a number of other asceties, or yogis, or Andars and also bachelors (mani) attending 
to various services in the matha and in the temple. Some times the matha functioned 
as an adjunct of the temple. In other cases it was independent, had received grants 
as madappuram, tax free and bought and sold land or house-sites and was running 
on its own. It fed a number of itinerant Tapasvis who came from without the township 
and gave them shelter. It organised the recital of Tirughanam and Sivadharma and 
other sacred hymns. It trained disciples in the particular persuasions they expounded 
and ensured continuity of traditions. It instituted gardens and provided for maintaining 
them and for supply of flowers to the temples. It also provided special services. 


The mathas had represented a variety of persuasions. The oldest and most 
widespread was Golakhi Santanam (lineage of Golakhi Sanyasins. They were Saivite. 
There were Non-Brahmin ascetics having their own hermitage called Guhai. Again, 
they can be classified as Ekadanda being Saivite Sanyasins, of *"Tirtha padas” as at 
Karisülndamangalam! The Vaisnavite Sanyasins assumed the title of Mahamunigal. 
They were styled Brahmavidvans - Brahmin ascetics In the reign of Jat. Kulasekhara I, 
towards the end of the llth and early 12th century, Sendalangara Mahamunigal had 
a matha in the first ceri of Rajaraja Cm and was instrumental in building a shrine 
for Kulasekhara Alvar in Rajendra Vinnagar Temple? He had also had a part in 
providing for the services and maintenance in Kodanur temple? Though they were 
Sanyasins, they had a lively interest in the secular affairs of the temple and these 
mathas could influence the local Chieftains and King's officers and secure grants to 
the temples and their mathas. The Sanyasins had also been in charge of the special 
shrines that had sprung up from the Hth century onwards and the Vaisnavas had 
undertaken to obey the chiefs of the mathas. Parankusa Mahamuni took charge of 
the Kulasekhara Alvar shrine in AD 1230, and he had the necessary authority willingly 
vested with him by the Srivaisnavas of Rajaraja Cm by a written deed‘ 


The evidence relating to Saiva mathas is naturally larger. There were also mathas 
of different lineage, but the Golakhi matha training its lineage to the Tiruvarur santana 
was wide spread. We may notice the mathas at different locations and their functioning 
and the role they played in administering the temple affairs, and in the social life. 
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Saiva mathas 


A number of mathas attached to the Siva temple i in the tract have been functioning 
all over the tract. There was a Mahavrati Matha in the Sundarapandisvaram temple 
at Tirucculiyal Pallipadai in Paruthikkudi nadu. Twenty sheep for burning a lamp 
was gifted in the llth year of Vira Pandya (AD 957) 


In about AD 1091, a Tavasi Uyyaninraduvan Kandan alias Ina devan, built 
Tirugnana Sambarida Guhai where Paradesi Andars were worshipping Siva. It was located 
in the temple appurtenant lands of Rudrakotigvarar i in Nrupasekhara Cm, lands were 
purchased by the bonefactor, himself an ascetic and were endowed for the Biksa food 
offerings to the Andars. The Guhai was a institution of the non-Brahmin ascetics® 


In the same township in front of the temple another matha Colan vagal Tirandan 
matha existed. For the benefit of the Andars a resident of Rajarajapuram in 
Kongamandalam sold lands in Nrupasekhara Cm and similarly other lands were 
purchased from private individuals for the matha in about AD 12417 


There was a matha Brahmaniyar matha named after Ceramàn Perumal ad joining 
Tirukaronamudaivar temple in Colavallipattinam in Pattinakkurram in Geyamanikka 
valanadu in Cola mandalam. It had perhaps an affiliated inscription at Iraniyur in 
Kalvayil nadu. A land with Karanmai rights in Iraniyur was granted to it in the third 
year of Jat. Kulasekhara? 


A series of inscriptions? record the setting up of a Golakhi matha at 
Sathavasakanalliir in AD 1248-49. This matha was ‘named as Enakku Nallaperumal 
matha, named after the benefactor who built it. Oruvarunarndan Enakku Nallaperumal 
alias Tamilappallavaraiyar. He figured in severa! plates as a benefactor and had served 
Mar. Sundara I and his successor Mar. Sundara II. He hailed from Rajavillipuram (near 
Tirunelveli) in Ee nadu, m mathe was EE over Dy a sisya, a disciple 
Devar." The chieftain had erties been a sisya of this ascetic. This object was to provide 
for the food offerings of the ojther ascetics who were the disciples of this Acarya 
and had belonged to the matha. The tax dues were remitted in favour of the matha 
as Madappura - lraiyili. But the lands were occupied by one Parasuraman alias 
Pandyadévan of Karungulam alias Satavasakanailiir in Venbaikkudi nadu. 


The Golaki matha was a widespread institution, the existence of which is attested 
from the inscriptions in Tiruvorriyur (near Madras) to Tiruvali$varam on the banks 
of Ghatana river. 


A grant to maintain services to an Asrayalinga set up by the benefactor in the 
Nrupasekhara Cm. Siva temple was provided for as below. The benefactor was one 
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Iravalar Pasupati who was a disciple of Tirupparankunram Melaipponnambalam 
Kattinan Tirumadam which belonged to the lineage of Raksadyaya santanam of Golaki 
vamsam. Evidently the Golakivamsam heritage was shared by several lineages spread 
over the tract. He had endowed % ma. as a garden he had owned and got the Kadamai 
and antarayam in the other hall owned by Virabhadradevar who would continue to 
cultivate the lands. The endowment was to be supervised by the Tirugnanasambandan 
Tirumadam attached to the Nrupasekhara Cm temple.” 


Even later in AD 1504. Tirumani nàyakkar who held the authority in and around 
Tiruppattür had granted as Sarvamanya to an ascetic who had an establishment to 
the east of the Sannadhi of the Tiruppattür temple, to its south. The head of the matha 
was Isanasivan who was described as Pandya mandaladipati - Pandinattu Mudaliyar. 
He belonged to the Kayidra Gotra, Yajurveda, Golakiya Bodinayanasutra paripalita. 
He subscribed to the Golaki dharma, Laksadyayi santana, belonging to the Biksa 
Santhana. From these particulars it appears that the Golaki matha was headed by Brahmin 
ascetics. It also attests that the Golaki traditions had been continuing from the 10th 
to the 16th century in the Pandyan townships." 


In Sivapuri another Matha named after the donor, a merchant Alagiyanayakan 
Uyyavandan of Aruviyur as granted land in Perumattiyur for feeding pilgrims who 
attended festivals.” 


There was another matha in Tiruppattur itself in the southern row of the street, 
to the south of the temple, in its precincts named Tiruttondattugaiyan Tirumadam 
and it was rebuilt with stone. The Mahasabha of Tiruppattur sold trees and tiles for 
20 palam Log, They utilised the sale value for renevating the Ur ambalam, 
Dayapafijaran. This was dated {7th year of Vira Pandya. The purchaser of the trees 
was apparently a merchant of Neduvayil residing in Alagapuri alias celiyanarayanapuram. 
The Mahasubha rendered ¿n carlier endowment of land for the matha tax-free? 


In Tirukalakkudi there was a Mudaliyar Tirumadam." Another matha by name 
Karaiyur Kilamadam had endowed the madappuram lands in its enjoyment to the 
deity at Tirukkolakkudi.® 


Sometimes the grant was to a matha located elsewhere. A royal order and the 
Nattar” follow up of that order an Unjanai in the 13th year of Rajarajan Sundara 
Pandya, declared the occupied holdings of Tirunarayanamangalam alias Tiruttonipuranallur 
in Perumbür nàdu in Uñjanar parru tax free madapuram. The beneficiary was the 
Mudaliyar in the Melaimadam in the Biksa madam in Perumbarrappuliyur a Taniyur. 


In Madurai, the capital there was a Tirughanasambandan Matham. It belonged 
to the Selva Tiruvadur Dakshina Golaki matam. A $isya of the Acarya there, 
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Tatpurusasivar was conducting the Matha at Madurai? The King remitted the taxes 
and the Mahasabha of Colantaka Cm remitted Sabha viniyogam and Tadikkuruni on 
two vēlies of land in AD 1193. In the same year the land endowed in srivallavan 
Kattalai and Parakrama Pandyan Kattalai in Colantaka Cm" were rid of all the taxes 
and the Karanmai rights also were vested with the Matha. They were part of the 
holdings of Malvarayar. the Chief who had purchased the lands. 


There was a second Matha named” after the King Mar. Sundara Pandya I and 
the Tapasyar were provided for by grant of land in AD 1226. 


A matha named Naga .... suryan Tirumadam was provided by the benefactor 
from Katiavur in sevirrukkai nadu. The matha was lending a garden with seven workers. 
In addition there were 2 Mahésvaras fed every day, and there were two Bairagis serving 
them. The king endowed lands under his personal cultivation in Pāganūr serving them. 
The king endowed lands under his personal cultivation in Paganur Kūrram.” 


The merchants were in the forefront in making endowments. A merchant of 
Tenkarai, Parakramapandyapuram provided for a matha there and for the Tapasyar 
house-sites purchased at his cost? 


A second matha by name Vananayakan Matam was located in the South street 
adjoining the temple at Tenrkarai. Grianadevar was a Tapasvi heading it, and to provide 
for him and his disciples and successors lands were purchased from 2 Brahmins in 
Parakrama pandyan Kattalai western portion.? The king remitted the taxes. This was 
in AD 1221 on the application of Granadevar.* 


. A third matha was at the eastern entrance of the temple, to its north named 
Alalasundaran Tirumadam* at the time of Mar. Kulasékhara. In the same reign (AD 
1282) there was a fourth matha at the western entrance to its west, Tirugrianasambandam 
Tirumadam, the chief of which belonged to the lineage of Pandarangavanar.? 


In the adjoining Nagara of Vikramangalam the Ayyapolil merchants sold house 
sites and lands to a Sisya of Tirupparankunram Golaki matha descendant Kilaimaths 
mudaliyar in the 6th year of Jat. Sundara.” 


There were two mathas at Tirupparankunram - one constructed in the name of 
Bhagavati Alvar. perhaps a prince to the north east of the temple.* The second was 
a matha headed bv Iravalar Pa$upatidéva residing at Ponnambalam kattinan matha 
at Tiruvadavur adjacent to the temple precincts and some wet lands were endowed 
by Adigaiman of Ambalatadinallur to Parakrama Dévar, the Mudaliyar chief of 
Ponnambalam Kattinaperumal in Tirupparankunra nàdu." Perhaps this was identical 
with the matha lust mentioned. 
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Finally, there is a reference to a matha set up at Mudivalangu Pandya Cm? 
where a Sanyasin lived by name Sri Garbha Maha Sanyasi (7) Mahéndragiri Sri Vatangal 
Srimat Purusottama Sakha Srivar and his $isyas. A Tondaiman of Tirupudavür in 
Alanadu Pranajivi$varamudaiyan provided ten ma of land as Madappura Iraiyili for 
this matha. 


Moving to the Tambraparani basin a number of mathas had sprung up during 
the eleventh to the fourteenth centuries. Tiruvalisvaram which sprung up in the reign 
of Rajaraja I and liberally provided for by the Cola-Pandya rulers continued to be 
an active centre of Saiva acaryas. The earliest reference is to a Cola-pandya Matham 
in an inscription at Ambasamudram (AD 1035)" 


An inscription of AD 1193 refers to the Grama-rajan Tirumadam in the 10th 
ceri of Rajaraja Cm provision was made for feeding the Mahesvaras on the Amavasya 
(new-moon) days. two accus granted by a resident of Niccilakandaperunderu were 
received by the éisyas of the matha (Siyar pillai) Udayapillai and Aghoradévar. 
Tiruvalavayudaiyar - Nétradévar Kuniccapillai Sadasiva dévar Pillai Tiruccirrambala- 
mudaiyan and Adiravisiyaduvar received the amount and agreed to deliver (as interest) 
10 kalams of paddy per year. The rate of interest was 5 kalams per accu? 


In AD 1198 a donor from Malaimandalam gave 10 accu for feeding the Tiruttondar 
(the devotees) at the same matha. This matha was the place of residence of the Andars 
worshipping Tiruvalisvaram nayanar. The feeding was to be done for 50 people every 
month and on the Tiruvonam asterisk of the Nayanar Udaya Pillaiandar, perhaps the 
chief of the Andars? 


In AD 1219, 4 accu were added by another donor from Malaimandalam, 
Aghoradevar for feeding the Mahésvaras in the same matha which Tatpurusadevar 
(an inmate of the matha) undertook to implement 


A third matha Virapandita Madam located therein was donated another 6 accu 
by the same native of Malaimandalam Aghoradévar for feeding on the Rohini asterisk 
of Tiruccirrambalamudaiyar the Tapasyar who came from without. This was undertaken 
by a Tapasyar inmate, Vagisan Adiravisiyaduvan who agreed to deliver 30 kalams 
as interest. (AD 1221)5 


In the same year a dancing girl from Mukküdal (Sivalappéri) attached to 
Mukkokilanadigal I$varamudaiyar by name Atkondanayagar Manikkam gave 3 accu 
to yield 15 kalams. The same Andar, Adiravisiyaduvar undertook to feed 15 Brahmins 
per month.* Apparently this. was also a Brahmin Matha. 


An inscription of the 6th year (AD 1222) from Tiruvaligvaram in its idiom is 
interesing. A lady (mulaiyelundar) had made an endowment. But it fell into disuse. 
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irere was no male member (movavelundar) to revive the charity. Hence a Sisya 0: 
biuksà matham. Tirumagilkattapillai as directed by the Head of the Matha restored 
o charity.” 


in AD 1226 one of the devotees residing in Virapandyan (should be Virapandita) 
eom which has already been referred to Adiravisiaduvan Vagisandar provided for 
ihe delivery of the betel and nuts from a garden called Alalasundaran to the north 


of the ter ipie, 
al per day 80 leaves 2 parru. 
Kadamai - Against 8 dramam = 40 arecanuts per day 


Per year 7 plantain bunch for both sacred bath and for feeding. There were 
undertaken by the eight shareholders of Sivabrahmanas:® 


he Golaki matha which had farflung establishments had also an establishment 
here 


5 ND 1222 a Tapsya of the lineage of Golaki matha santana provided for the 
deity of Tiruvalsvaram to be taken around the temple precincts on every Amavasya 
day and 2 Tiini of rice offerings were to be made. He deposited 10 accus with interest 
yield at 5 Kalen.” 


in the third year of JatVira the 8 shareholders of Sivabrahmanas gave an 
undertaking te * iiapperumal a Tapasvi of the lineage of Gnanamrdacariyar of Golaki 
matha. Kaliapperumal was assigned the duty to recite Tirugnanam at the shrine of 
Candikesvara (Tirukkaiyotti). He was to tbe paid padakku paddy day for him and his 
maintenance (Korru) for which V; ma. was assigned in the Devadana. Sivacaranasekhara 
nallür. He was to enjoy it as other tenants (Taramuludum Kudikkaduttu), paying the 
land dues and also the cash levy (Ponvari) from the Mélvaram and Uludankandon 
vari (by the cultivating tenants) Even after his demise his lineage shall recite 
Tirugnhanam and enjoy the lands" 


In the sume year the Sivabrahmanas gave Kani, Araikkani Di Vio) “wọ veli of 
land as / rai ví: aiso from the same Devadana lands to Aghoradevan, of the discipleship 
of Gfananritaceriyar of Golaki matha for rearing Pandyataraiyan garden. The 
Sivabrahmanas gave up all rights to melvaram" Aghoradeva was to pluck flowers 
plain garlands a: the wooden-plank and deliver them to the temple. 


Tirunelvéii too had a number of matha. There was considerable activity setting 
up these mathas in the reign of Mar. Sundara II (acc 1238) in AD 1749 the King 
granted lands in a number of villages in Kilkalakkürram in the hamlets of 
Sivalamangalas: ` Sivaiappëri) including Colakulamanikkanallur, Paniniraikondan as 
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Madappura Iraiyili. The matha was established by Mammatti (aunt or mother-in-law) 
of the King in the southern street on the southern row towards the east in her name 
as Seyyanambiratti matham. The land grant was for the sustenance of 30 Tapasyas, 
including those from without residing therein and for providing for the following: 


To recite Tirugnanam Í 
To look after the temple bed chamber l 
To serve as attendants 4 


(Designate for providing for successon)? 


Santana sapan l 
To attend to matha affairs l 
8 


The mathas served also as a choultry for pilgrims to stay in Tirunelvēli (Ūrkku 
vidutiyagayale)" 


Five years later, at the request of his brother-in-law Vikrama Cola devar. The 
King granted to eleven persons of various santanas (lineages) to several Biksà mathams 
one in the north, and a second in the south and a third Tirunelveli maligai matham 
for reciting Tirugrianam, eleven housesities were alloted to these ascetics, some of whom 
were from Tiruvarur and from Tirunagesvaram in the Cola heartland.“ The lands granted 
were in Ceranmadevi Cm (Vettipparru) % veli and 1^ mà, Arikésarinallir '4 veli, and 
Suttavalli (viravinoda Cm 6 ma and 1⁄4, in all 1 veli and 8 ma as Tirughanappuram. 
This grant of land was at the instance of his elder brother Tamilappallavaraiyan.5 


In a matham named Tiruvidai Kattil matham there resided two Tapasvis, 
Nambiaruran alias Rakkatapperumal and Nambiarürar. There were also other service- 
assistants. The Kaikkola Senapatis of Tirunelveli sold land in Pattanmadai to a dancing 
girl Kuttan Nambiratti 1 ma of land for 2 panam* to provide for the sustenance 
of these inmates. This was in the 4th year of Jat. Vira Pandya. There was one more 
matha in the North Street of Tirunelveli named Saivapperumal madam headed by 
Purappavala sivar of Kilaimadasantana. In the 6th year of Kulasékhara 2% ma of land 
was granted as Iraiyili for the matha which the Mahasabha of Seramadévi Cm 
registered. ? An undated inscription from Kallidaikuricci conveys that the Srirudras 
and Srimahésvaras living in the surrounding streets of Nalayira i$varamudaiyàr at 
Kallidaikuricci agreed to the request of the Srirudran Sri MaheSvaras of 18 Visayar 
assembled at the courtyard of Tirugnanasambandan matha at Tirumadavanur in Anda 
nadu a division of Piindimandalam that the former gave the privilege to the 
Tirugrianasambandan matha to have an institution of their own as Tirugfianasambandan 
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Talam in the Kulasekharan Tirumadai vilagam at Kallidaikuricci. This shows how 
mathas having their headquarters elsewhere were enabled to establish their branch or 
adjunct organisations in other places of their choice.* 


In Seranmadevi Cm attached to the Devitammal 1$varamudaiyar temple there 
was the Melai Tirunavukkarasar matham in which 8 accu were deposited. From the 
interest proceeds the pilgrims from without who came on festival days when the deity 
was taken in procession, were fed.” 


In the first part of the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara (about the Bth year) the Urar 
of Kariseri (Ulaguyya vanda pandya nallur) recognised a successor-designate to one 
Andar Sundarapperumal who was doing the Madapatyam in Kulasekhara 
I$varamudaiyanayanar.? 


, In Manarpadaividu, the cantonment township in the north-eastern part of 
Srivallavamangalam there was a matha presided over by Agamasiladevar alias 
Umaiyorupaga Mudaliar of the lineage of the Biksa matha Mar. Vira Pandya granted 
in AD 1448 5 ma of land to this matha as madappuram." 


Late inscriptions as in S 1476 (AD 1554) bear out the continued role of the 
mathas. The Chief of a matha at Tirunelveli, Sri Paricaksaradevar sold land and provided 
for the mantradanam in the Tirunelveli Temple? He is described as belonging to 
the Bodhayana Sutra gotra (Lost) Laksadyapaka santati Melaimadathu Mudaliyar 
Tirupparankunrattu Mudaliyar. 


We now notice some Vaisnavite mathas functioning in the period from the 10th 
to the 14th century in the Pandyan Townships. The Saiva mathas were far larger in 
number naturally than the Vaisnava mathas. We have evidence of the Vaisnava mathas 
from the beginning of the Dth century. The evidence gathers volume in the [3th 
and 14th centuries, during the long reign of Mar. Kulasekhara. 


. Initially there appears to have been no sectarian segregation of the Saivite 
(Ekadandi) and Srivaisnava (Tridandi Sanyasins) 


Jat. Vira Pandya in his 18th year 82nd day granted 10 ma. of land in the southern 
hamlet of Rajaraja Cm. Madilkuricci for maintaining a feeding house for Brahmin 
Ekadandi and Tridandi Sanyasins and for the training they imparted. The feeding house 
was established on the banks of the river Tambraparani by one Tirunilakantan 
Rajakkanayanar alias Tondaimanar of Puduvur in Alanadu (ie. Suruliyaru belt)? 


In about A.D. 1277 at Attalanallur on the banks of Tambraparani a var, (ascetic) 
Ramanuja jiyar attached to Anaikkarulseyda Piran temple of Moymambum polil had 
lent % Nallanai accu to the Vaisnavas. The latter agreed to deliver per day nali cooked 
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rice offerings to the jryar. On days they did not do so, they agreed to deliver nali 
uri paddy. They were to themselves take over this interest-equivalent and on 2 festivals 
and Tiruvadhyayana they shall arrange for 2 parasols when the deity is taken in 
procession in a palanquin (Sivikai). Apparently, the cooked rice or paddy was meant 
to pay the wages for the parasol bearers“ 


Alvartirunagari is a most renewned Vaisnavite centre, being Nammalvar's place 
of residence. In AD 1224, 6 accus were gifted to the treasury of Alvar Tirukkurugur 
Mahamunigal who founded the Arulalatadan matha for the Brahmavidvans of the 
village and for offerings and worship to god Tirunadudaiyapiran when he proceeded 
in a procession to Tirumudi Suttinan - Tirunandavanam in the months of Avani and 
Vaigasi (August-September and May-June)“ 


In AD 131617 nearly a century later, Mar. Kulasékhara I granted to the same 
matha as Madappura Iraiyili two hamlets. One Oda nattadigal (perhaps a Venadu 
Chieftain) provided for the food and other needs of the Brahmavidavans from the 
18 Visayas residing in the Arulaladasar matha. He purchased from a few Brahmins 
of Srivaikuntam (Rajendra Cm) two hamlets Sengankulam and Nedungulam excluding 
earlier grants. The King granted the land dues payable by these two hamlets as 
recommended by Kalingarayar. The Matha was presided over by Tiruvoymoli 
Mahamunigal the disciple of Tirukkurukur Mahamunigal® 


A 14th century epigraph from Tirumangai alvar shrine at Tirukkurungudi records 
the grant of land as Madappura Iraiyili for feeding the Srivaisnavas at the Tirumangai 
matha which was run by Tridandi Sanyasins. It is apparent that the Brahma vidvans 
were specially incharge of such shrines set up for alvars> 


Alagarkoil is the famous centre for Vaisnavas. Festivals were conducted in the 
months of Adi, Arpasi, Margali and Cittirai. For feeding the Brahmins who undertook 
their pilgrimage at these festival times, Munayadaraiyan of Kappalur in 
Mutturrukkurram had built a matha named (apparently after the ruler) Jat. Kulasékhara. 
He had also endowed his occupancy holdings in Rajarajanallir in Tirukkanapperkkurram 
2% veli in land. The King remitted the taxes and granted the lands as Madappura 
Iraiyili in AD 1216. The Margali festival was obviously the Adyayana Utsava when 
all the 4000 verses of Divya Prabandam were recited. 


Tiruttangal was also a Vaisnavite centre celebrated in the Divya Prabhandam. 
Its earlier history and the contributions of Gurukulattaraiyan, a Chieftain under Mar. 
Sundara I have been recounted earlier. Here is an instance of a private benefaction 
to provide for the feeding of people who rendered service in the processions of and 
the maintenance works for the deity. A Moudgalya Brahmin. Somaya ji Caturvéda Bhatta 
Soma Brhaspati Sarva catusthoma Samastagnicit Sarvakratuya ji donated Makani je veli 
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of land under the Devendravallabhappereri tank of the village in AD 1233” There 
was another matha privately endowed by two Brahmins of Tiruttangal® at that time. 


The Visnu temple in Colapuram had been provided with lands by a Periya Jiyar 
and llaiya Jīyar and ayyar (perhaps the father of the king) A Konerinmaikondan 
grant the 16th year granted remission of taxes in the Dévadana-Brahmadeya." 


A later inscription of AD 1449 refers to a Tiruvengadanathan matha in 
Puliyangulam which was provided for by the Bana Chief Mavali vanadaraiyan 
Urangavillidasan whose endowment in Alagarkoil were numerous.” 


We may finally notice the Tirthapada matha at Romisa Tirtha of the Tambrapararii 
banks in Karisuladamangalam^ 


Records of the early ldth century AD revealed the tract and the temples had 
gone over to the regime of the Tiruvadi Chieftains, of Jayasimhanadu (Kalakkadu 
and Thovala tract) in Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari districts. They also brought to 
notice a well-established matha belonging to Paramahamsa Parivrajaka Sripada Svamis. 
Besides having an establishment of their own they yielded considerable influence over 
Venkatacalapati temple and its administration. The principal head of this matha was 
Amara-Rajapuri Sripada* who also lent his name to the vicintly of the Visnu temple, 
named Amararajapuri Caturvédimangalam. Four of his successors named in the records 
were Devéndrapuri. Mukundanandapuri™* (there appeared to be two sanyasins of the 
same name) and Sankarananda.® 


In AD 1312, Mukundananda Sripada of this matha had to order a change in the 
incumbency of the manager of the endowments of the matha and the temple Hitherto 
these properties were managed by one Iruvittukkoil Maniyan son of Maniyan, who 
was capable and devoted to the matha and he ensured that the food and clothing expenses 
of the inmates were met, and the festivals and daily offerings in the temple were 
properly conducted from out of the income from the properties of the institution. 
After Maniyan’s death, his eldest son Narayanan proved unequal to the task, allowed 
the dues to fall arrears, and surrendered the title deeds and his credentials to the matha. 
This affected the conduct of the matha and of the temple rituals When he was 
admonished by the head of the matha he did not improve. ‘Thereupon Mukundananda 
invoked the assistance of the Sabha assembling in the temple of Kodanur" (identifiable 
as Kodaganallür in Tirunelveli taluk on the north bank of Tambaraparani river.) Inspite 
of their intervention, Narayanan declined the responsibility for the management of 
the properties, stating that ‘in these days they (the cultivators and tenants) would not 
pay the (dues in) paddy and money”’ (ikkalattu nellum panamum tarar enru) both before 
the sabha and directly to the head of the matha. Thereupon Mukundananda appointed 
another capable and ardent devotee of the matha to manage the properties. 
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This document would show that normally the management functions of such 
charities devolved by hereditary succession that enough opportunities were given, fully 
complying with principles of natural justice, to the hereditary successor, before he 
was changed, and the head of the matha did not hesitate to appoint a new manager 
if, even after all such steps, it was inevitable. It would also indicate that unless the 
management was capable the collection of dues was not all that easy and could fall 
into arrears even at that time. 


A Sanyasin of the same name, perhaps, another in succession, repaired and 
reconsecrated the Tentiruvengadamudaiya Emperuman Shrine in AD 1398-99 at the 
Pavanasini Tirtha on the Tanporundam river The deity was worshipped by Romeésa 
Maharsi a Risi referred to in Bhagavata Purana® The temple lands were to be 
administered by Mukundananda Sripada and also the Chief, Marttanda Adigal of 
Jayasimhanadu. Endowments were made for various purpose - for maintaining lamps, 
for the matha, for the dress or clothing, garlands and sandal and food offerings for 
the deity. The arrangements were to be supervised by the disciples of the Matha. The 
record also referred to three maid servants who were also the servants of the matha, 
Aruvi, her daughter Nakkavudiyal, and grant daughters, Mali and Piravi who were 
to serve both the temple and the Matha. A record of AD 1344” referred to two 
washermen gifted for the temple service. a record of 1401” similarly endowed men 
and women as servants in the temple who were also to obey the orders of the Sri 
karya isyas (disciples of the matha). In AD 1417, seven more persons were similarly 
endowed for hereditary service to the temple and the matha” Additions to the temple 
servants were made in A.D. 1433? A native of Malaimandalam made money-gift for 
offerings to the deity.” 


The adminstration of the temple and of the matha had become so completely 
fused that an inscription of AD 1453” recorded that Mukundanandapuri, a disciple 
of Amararaja Sripáda was pleased to declare that all property of the matha be 
amalgamated with those of the temple, and that these together with the jewels of 
gold and silver vessels, coins, utensils and valuable cloths of the matha be in the 
enjoyment of the temple. Arrangements were also made for the auditing of the accounts 
and for the maintenance of the disciples of the matha. The Mukundananda should 
have been a successor-sanyasin or the yati of the same name occurring in the record 
of AD 1312. He might, perhaps have been identical with the sanyasins of the same 
name referred to in the inscription of AD 1398 and it that be so the veneration and 
dedication of the sanyasin seen in his eartier years to this deity must have ripened 
in his old age so much that he was prompted to merge the properties and belongings 
of both the temple and the matha. 
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Provision was made in AD 1509 for offerings on special festival days in the 
month of Kartigai in the Visnu temple in the presence of Sri Sankaránanda Sripada 
of the matha and the temple servants” The matha had thus continued to maintain 
its influence and control over the management of the Visnu temple for well over 
two centuries. 


To sum up, the mathas were a necessary and useful adjunct to the temple. They 
were of different persuasions the Saivite the Vaisnava the non-Brahmin Guhais and 
the ‘Tirtha’ lineage the Mahésvaras of Tirukodunkürram laid down the procedure for 
Saiva agama rituals” The Golaki mathas is an ancient institution dating back to the 
time of Rajendra L if not earlier it had a wide spread. The Tiruvārūr linage appears 
to predominate in the Golaki establishments down south. The mathas ensured proper 
observance of the rituals they kept watch over the temple treasury and the different 
apatments in the temple. They also ensured the recital of Tirugrianam or themselves 
did it. They fed the mendicants and pilgrims coming from other places. They participated 
in the festivals of temples and when the deity was taken in procession. They particularly 
formed flower gardens, tended them gathered flowers and supplied to the deity for 
daily worship. 


The Vaisnavite mathas also had similar functions in the Visnu temples. In addition 
they looked after the shrines for alvars when they were erected separately as 
Rajendravinnagar and Tirukkurungudi. They laid down the code of conduct for the 
Vaisnavas and doubtless performed the Samasrayana (or initiation) as disciples and 
gave the mantropadesa and Dasavanama to the Vaisnavite followers. They ensured the 
recital of the Divyaprabanda. They were held in high esteem. 


Grants for the Saiva and Vaisnava mathas were made for their sustenance and 
for feeding the mendicants both stationary and mobile. The mathas kept a vigilant 
watch over the administration of endowments and performance of services and worship 
in the temples or their own persuasion. 


Jaina Pallis 


We have already noticed the Jaina Palli named after himself set up by a minister 
of Mar. Sundara ! from Rajavillipuram on the hill at Tidiyür called Jinagirimámalai. 
The deity was named after the minister Enakkunalla nàyakar and the shrine as 
Nyayaparipalapperumbaili.^ A second Jaina shrine was noticed in Peruigulam” 


Similar Jaine temples had existed at Kuppülnattam in Tirumangalam Taluk where 
live images were set up including one of a lady disciple? A Dr century Kannada 
inscription at Kilakkudi refers to jaina teachers Ari ja deva Balacandradeva of Balagula 
belonging to the Mula Sangha, Nemidéva, A jitas¢nadéva and Govardhanadéva. The 
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contact with the famous jaina centre at Sravanabelgola in Karnataka was evident? 
There was also an ancient Jaina temple at Ilayangudi called Narpattennayirapperumballi® 


Mention has already been made of the mosque and the Churches that came up 
towards the end of the study period on the east coast. 


Public amenities 


The temple itself was the main focus of the life in the township. Consistently 
with the social and religious practices there were public amenities, set up or endowed 
by individuals and the community. In every populous township there was an ambalam 
a common place where water and fire were kept and agnistoma sacrifices were 
performed. The Mahasabha also met therein for transacting public purposes as noticed 
already. A 13th century inscription records the lands bought from the Urar and made 
tax-free. A road was laid and street lamps were provided by a benefactor for the deity 
to be taken in procession," indeed, it was the obligation of the Community to clear 
streets, and pour water for receiving the deity in procession. There were also ferries 
to take people across the rivers when in spate as from Tiruppudaimarudur to Sattapattu® 


FESTIVAL 


Special services as on Amavasya™ (new moon) days and festivals in several months 
of the year were provided by private benefactors as well as by royal grants or by 
assignment of land dues by the Chieftains. In the Sth year of Jat. Kulasékhara (AD 
1195) a Tirukkodi festival to be conducted in the months of Citrai and for taking 
the deity. Dvaravatipperumal and his consorts was provided for by a benefactor from 
Malaimandalam, depositing 3 accu” 


In the 8th year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1224) the Chieftain from Rajavillipuram 
Oruvarunarndan Tamil pallavaraiyan had instituted a festival to celebrate the birthday 
asterisk of the king - viz, Avittam in the month of Purattasi (August-September) 
in Tiruvali$varam temple. The King assigned the Kadamai and antarayam on lands 
in Rajaraja Cm which were capable of growing 2 crops® 


In Pattanmadai there was no provision for any festival in the Siva temple. A 
priest took the initiative approached Virarajendra Cola Valluvanadalvan and through 
him secured a land grant for a festival to culiminate on Panguni Uttram in recognition 
of his service the temple authorities gave him | ma. land yielding 5 Kalams per crop 
as (santana camam) hereditary grant 


In the regin of Mar. Sundara II, lth year (AD 1248-49) Vénavudayar had institued 
a festival in the month of Citrai on the final day Tirtha was to be distributed to 
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coincide with his asterisk Uttirattadi and lands were granted by the King providing 
for it? 


In Sinnamanur in the 10th year of Mar. sundara I (AD 1226) a Kalyanotsava 
(Marrige festival) for the goddess of the bed chamber was institued by a Velo? 


In Tirukostryur in the [3th year of Jat. Srivallabha (AD 1103) the King remitted 
taxes on lands in Nattaramangalam and Purkuli, to provide for a nine day festival 
in the month of Arpasi the final day to coincide with the King’s asterisk, Cittirai? 


The Chieftain of Niyamam, Kangeyan instituted a festival on every Punarvasu 
asterisk falling in every month in the temple at Tiruppattur. It also provided for 
Vinnappam Seivir, devaradiyar, samban(?) mattalakkaran and Tamil paduvar.” 


In AD 1224. a Brahmin, Atréyan Kunreduttan Srivallabhan purchased lands from 
the Sabhaiyar of Tiruttangal and provided 6 ma for celebrating Srijayanti in the month 
of Avani on Rohini asterisk birthstar of Krsna and for the Tiruneyadal taking the 
deity in procession in the township (Urilé Tiruneyad: al” 


These instances should suffice to indicate the wide spread of festivals through 
several months in the year and the manner in which they were informed and how 
they were provided for. 


There was hardly any township which had no festivals and if there were not 
any, donars were not slow to come by to institute them. While these were celebrations 
in the main temples, village festivals for the village deitics for Durga or Pidari or 
Jyesta and the particular monthly festivals as Pillaiyar nonbu in Avani, Kartigai lighting 
festivals, the Visu and ayana were other occasions of social festivals. 


The festive occasions gave a fillip for the display of songs, dance and dance- 
drawn and other forms of art. There were several kinds of SE Santi kën 
Sakkaiküttu (enacted by three women twice in a year, in Citrai and in Purattasi in 
the temple at Perumbalanji® A dancing girl at Pattanmadai was granted 1 ma for 
performing a dance drama. The soldiery at Pattanmadai though many of them were 
illiterate, could still en joy à dance or a drama? 2 ma. of land was purchased from 
Kudanattar and endowed in Attür as Tirunàdaka - Küttadum Kani during the festival 
in the month of Avani” 


In Tirunelveli there was a regular Nrta ceremony and six musicians were doing 
service during the ceremony. Significantly, the inscription is engraved near the Nataraja 
Shrine.” The troupe of drummers und percussion instrumentalists were engaged. The 
wages paid were 10 accu and 120 Kalamis of paddy, payable half and half per crop 
in the sixth year of Vikrama Pandya." 
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, The drummers troupe at Madurai consisted of eleven persons - drummers 4, Timilai 
2, Semakkal 2, Kasai (karai)2, Tiruccinnam 1, - in all 11 for whom a maintenance 
grant of land was made. 


The nattuvan (the conductor of the dance) and the dancers and the women 
supervisors (Memmatti) were each granted | ma. of land"? The functions of dancing 
girls are also described arai kattu, Tiruvadi nilai, Teruvalatti Tiruccunnam and 10 persons 
took part in such functions. They had also to look after the provision store, perform 
the auspicious ceremony of alattu (to take a plate of cunnam and turmeric) to ward 
off evil eye? 


The dancing girls also had set up shrines, built temples and added structures and 
installed deities. A Sandi kom, Ulagamuludayal set up a shrine for Devi (Durga) on 
the north gate of Valliyür and built the Shrine and also set up a metal image of 
her grant-daughter Suryapillai and Astradeva. 


A Tiruvalisvaram inscription registers an order of the King (Jat. Kulasekhara) 
that the temple authorities should get rice required for the services husked by the 
dancing girls of the temple. The Srirudra Srimahesvaras of suttamalli mangalam had 
requested for the orders which were passed. Some idea of the wages for the dances 
and drummers has already been given above. 


In Tirunelvéli percussion instrumentalists, 10 in number some of them related" 
among themselves, were granted for their food, shelter and maintenance at 4% accu 
per person per year in all 45 accu. In liew of it the viniyoga accu from two villages 
one in Tenkarai nàdu and another in Kilavémbu nadu were assigned. They were also 
assigned two house-sites in the west main street." 


The artists and those who rendered songs before the deity were honoured 
(Tirukkaivalakkam.)™ In Tiruppudaimarudur a poet composed Marudur Malai in praise 
of the deity. In K-732 (AD 1556) the composer Ramanathan was honoured with the 
title ‘Marudavana Kavirayar’ and was granted 2 nali of cooked rice per day besides 
a grant of land and housesite. It was ordered that the poem shall be sung in, 2 festivals 
of Kettai asterisk.? Though iate (AD 1555-56) this is undoubtedly an example of how 
patronage was extended to Tamil composers and literature was fostered. A poet sang 
verses in praise of a Chieftain and granted a piece of land which he endowed for 
a lamp service in a temple? 


Both Sanskrit and Tamil classics and Puranas and itihasas and Prabhandas were 
recited in temple and provision was made for hereditary services. A Rajakesarivarman 
inscription of the Ilth year at Tirukostiyur provides for the recital of Prabhakara." 
There was a library (Sarasvati Bhandaram) attached to the temple at Sermadevi." A 
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service tenure for Adhyayana (recital of Vēdas) was instituted in Tirunelveli!" There 
appears to have been some remissness in the monthly recital of the Vēdas (Mada 
anusandanam) and the Sabha regulated it and provided for the prompt recital/^ In 
Tiruvaligvaram Sivadharma was recited as already noticed." A later inscription of Mar. 
Kulasékhara at Kadayanallür also provides for similar recital? Two Brahmins of 
Tiruttangal provided for the recital of Mahabharata. Ramayana and puranas in the 
matha they built at the place." In the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara (AD 1284-85) Vakulà 
bharana Bhatta was granted special prasadams - 3 per day, besides sweets and garlands 
and sandal and betel for reciting Dharma Itihasa. puranas and ślōkas before the deity 
at Alvartirunagari. P 


Tamil Prabhandams also were equally in vogue as part of the daily or special 
rituals. In Siva Temples the Tamil Tirumarai songs and Tirugfianam were rendered 
to the beat of the rhythm by hand. In Vaisnava temples, the different paris of the 
Divya prabhandam were recited. The hymns of Sadagopan (Nammalvar) were recited 
daily and land was gifted for the purpose in the regin of Jat. Kulasekhara (6th year 
AD 1196)? One of the Srivaisnavas of Nacciyar Srivillipputtar rendered them. In 
Tirukostiyur Tirurnoli (of Tirumangai alvar) was recited before the deity. This was 
recited in 10 days for 3 days a donor Kalamegadasar provided. 150 Palam kasu. For 
the remaining 7 days they got the lands encroached upon illegally by others in 
Neriyangudi ayacut, using the good offices of Venavudaiyur and provided for the 
recital besides granting temple honours This was conveyed in the letter of 
Mulaparudayar of Tirukostiyur."?In Alagarkoil both Andal's verses (Nacciyar Tirumoli, 
Tiruppavai) (Kodai Pattu) and Cadagopan Pattu were recited. In Algarkoil the deity 
heard the hymns from the Car (Ter) called Amaittanarayanan in the Tyaganciriyan 
street on the 9th day festival in the month of Adi!” 


During the royal visits to temples as when Jat. Kulasekhara I visited Rajéndra 
vinnagar, Tiruppàvai was recited” 


SOCIAL TENSION 


Life was not always smooth and peaceful. There were social tensions. These were 
caused by the political upheavals, the Hoysala intervention, the Muslim invasion and 
even when the Kannadigas were reestablishing their authority thereafter. There were 
also social tensions caused by the misconduct from the accepted customary moral code 
which led to crimes committed by individuals by Brahmins which made the collective 
authority of the community assert itself. 


Certain endowments for lamp services made in the reign of Jat. Kulasekhara 
I had fallen into disuse in the next reign of Mar. Sundara due to a confusion in 
the nadu (Nattu Kalakam) and they were subsequently restored. Again an undated 
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inscription in Tirunelveli refers to a congregation in the Kulasékharan Tirumandapam 
in the temple!” The Sri Rudrar the five Guhai Tiruttondar and Tiruvidiandar and 
Parisilandar of Suttamalli mangalam and the Sri Rudrar of the 18 visayotrar and 
Srimahesvaras met. One of the devotees announced at the Congregation that there were 
no food offerings for the deity and the goddess in the Tiruvalisvaram temple. 
Presumably this was remedied by the collective action. The inscription is incomplete 
and details of the remedy arranged are not available. 


In the 27th year of Vira Pandya the paddy and the cash due from Pilavilai 
in Rajaraja cm. endowed by Ilaiyalvan"* got obstructed due to local disturbance. The 
Kar dues were not realised from Purattasi to Margali. Hence a revised schedule for 
Payment to commence from Tai, stipulating 600 kalams and Panam 30 per year was 
drawn up in a deity’s order and it was to be entrusted to one of the Parisilandars 
attached to Tirunelveli temple. 


We have already referred to the dislocation in service and hardship caused by 
the Hoysala intervention in the reign of Mar. Sundara and the Muslim invasions in 
the 14th century and even during the Kannada intervention to restore order thereafter 
A later inscription at melacceval (AD 1506) referred to the destruction of the temple 
therein during Muslim invasion and how a Malayala chief from Quilon restered the 
temple and made his family members responsible for the administration of the temple? 
We hear of records or title deeds being lost in local disturbances and copies being 
granted? 


The community also gratefully granted Padikaval rights to the Suraikkudi 
Chieftain and the Urar for protecting the Tiruppattür temple when the Muslims 
encamped with in. 


In about AD 1452-53 there was a conflict which broke out between the Vellainadar 
ie. the residents of Vellainadu (the tract to the west of Vilavancodu near Neyyattankara 
South of Venadu)* and the Vellalas of the Tamil speaking tract to the east. There 
was a social ostracism and inhibitions recorded in two identical inscriptions one dated 
Kollam 628 Cittarai 9th at Tiruvidangodu'" and another in Kallidai Kuricci' of the 
same date. This social conflict and tensions had existed even in Kollam 555 (AD 1379- 
80) The inscription recalls two earlier records of Kollam 555 and 591 (AD 1415-6). 


The first record of 555 recalls that one Pasittalai Vikraman Adittan had committed 
some offences against the Vellalar. In K. 591 Kolari Avyappan and Ayyappan Kumaran 
and Andur Sellvangan had committed similar offences against the Vellalars. The people 
their representatives and their executives and the accountants and all the Vellalas met 
together and decided to kill the three offenders. They also prohibited the residents 
of Vellainadu from working together with the Vellàlas as labourers, nor could they 
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represent the Vellilas or be their executives or accountants or be occupants of lands. 
There were reiterated. The record K. 628 added that the Vellai nadar shall not marry 
women or take them as consorts from the Tamil part of the country. The Kallidaikuricci 
record listed 23 persons who were holding the accountancy in Brahmadesam or other 
executive functions (Kadaiküttu) etc and authorised that they be killed at sight. It 
also prohibited the engagement of other Vellai nàdar in the Tamil tract to the north 
of the ghats. 


This total prohibition of the Vellai nadar being engaged as workers or / and 
their transacting business with the Tamils was apparently due to the Vellai nadar acting 
against the interests of Tamil Vellalas in discharging administrative and accounting 
functions. From the names Panikkar, Nàyar, Mudaliyar, Malavarayan etc. occuring 
among the offenders, it could be inferred that there was prior to k. 555 free social 
and even marital connections between the communities in Vellainadu and the Tamil 
residents in Kalkulam and Vilavancodu taluks and even across the ghats in 
Kallidaikuricci. This got distrupted due to the former acting against the interest of 
the latter. The cause of action is unstated. 


The 14th and 15th centuries marked in a sense, a water shed. More of social 
conflicts between communities artisans the landed gently. The cultivators (Pallar and 
Paraiyar) and Valangai and Idangai are noticed during the Vijayanagar times. The 
Vellainadar-Vellala conflict adds one more dimension to the social upheavels in the 
pre Vijayanagar Nayak period. 


Feuds and their composition 


The Tiruppattiir tract was held among several Chieftains. Feuds were common 
among them and their families. They resolved their feuds among themselves and 
covenanted that the foes of one shall be the foes of another. In the 42nd year of 
Kulóttunga I, Dvarapati vélan and Mangaladévan'® and Nisadarà jan and Dvarapati Velan 
in the same year covenanted that each shall treat the offender of one as the offender 
of the other? Malavacakravarti and Nisadarayan entered into a corinant to end the 
enmity between the two in the same ver" Another feud had resulted in one family 
avenging the death of one of its members by killing another in the assassins's family. 
Le Talions was the recognised law. It was resolved and they agreed to end the enmity 
between the two!” The death of a man was compensated by a blood-grant of 1 ma 
of land at Kunnakkudi A late instance of a covenant in favour of Rayakkal Tambiran 
is noticed in kandadevi."! 


Crimes and punishment by the community 


In the 26th year of Jat. Kulasekhara I (AD 1116) Terkalvan nambi and his brother 
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had offended the King's men and the Ur (the township - community). Their lands 
were resumed and endowed as Devadana by order of the Adalaiyur nadalvan.^? 


In the 22nd year of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1238) the Mulaparisai Sabhaiyar brought 
to sale the confiscated lands of certain Bhattas who had taken advantage of the Hoysala 
invasion and confusion caused and had stolen from the temple TreasuryJ? 


In the AD 1233 the lands of some Brahmins were brought to sale and the chieftain 
Vanakovaraiyan had taken umbrage that he was offended. Later it was found on enquiry 
that the Brahmins proceeded against were not at fault, and the Chieftain ordered the 
restoration of their lands. The Manasabha implemented the orders. 


In the lth year of Jat Sundara I (AD 1272) one Vamana Bhattan was murdered 
by Satyanavan enjoining some armed men. He fled the township with his men. His 
belongings were confiscated to the temple. Vamana Bhattan's death was avenged and 
Satyanavan was murdered. Later the son of the first culprit submitted to the community 
that this murder was without his knowledge, and culpability and that he would pay 
the 800 panam being the sale price of his predecessor's belongings and that he might 
be inducted into possession and he would pay Kadamai to the temple and the Ur 
the levy due. The congragation of the temple priests, Srivaisnavas and Sri Karyam 
Seyvar the residents the community as a whole resolved accordingly. This is a 
conspicuous case of Lex Talionis in application. 


[n Tiruppattur a Brahmin lady, wife of Sundara Pandya Bhattan took poison 
slaming a Kaikkola Nayinar. This was atoned for but still the blame was foisted on 
the Kaikkolas A blood grant to compensate for it was made by the Bhattas granting 
a piece of land 


A number of instances could be ascribed to the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara L 
In the 5th year certain Brahmin occupants in Nrupasekhara cm. had defaulted in payment 
of land dues The temple priests had stood surity for the accupancy obligation. 
(Kudipunai) The Andars had stood surety for cash (porutpunai) In the month of citrai 
there was a Brahmin assassinated and the Sabhaiyàr were called to account. The lands 
of the defaulting Brahmin occupants were resumed and assigned to the temple on 
recovering cash for clearing the land dues (Sikhai) and for compensation the due on 
the treachery (Drohum) (presumably leading to the assassination of the Brahmin). Eater 
the defaulters paid back the cash and the Sabha agreed to restore occupancy-possession 
of the land. The same treatment was extended to another Brahmin defaulter who paid 
the amount to another deity Rudrakoti$varamudaiya nàyanàr." 


A casual reference to the treatment meted out to one Ponnakaran who was guilty 
of having killed a Brahmin is recorded in a decision of the Mulaparudai Maha sabha 
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of Tiruppattür in the [3th year of Kulasekhara (unidentified). The assassin was tied 
to the leg of a buffalo (kidai) and dragged along the streets. This was the community 
dispencing justice and the expenses for punishment to be implemented were distributed 
among the occupants. A merchant who had purchased a land for being endowed for 
a matha was relieved of his share of the distributed levy, as he paid a capitalised 
amount to cover ail his obligations" 


In the 23rd year of Mar. Kulasekhara I (AD 1291) an even more serious crime 
was dealt with by the same Mahasabha of Tiruppattur"? A resident, Valliyandan 
Algapperumal and his brothers had wronged the Brahmin code of conduct 
(Brahmanyaham) He had taken as a wife a Brahmin widow from a place outside 
the township, and led family life with her in Tiruppattur They took and distributed 
among themselves sandal and food offerings in the temple. They took away the big 
vessel in which the gur (Karuppukkatti had been brought for the offerings to the 
deity, they reduced the land dues arbitrarily from the Devadana holdings, receiving 
bribes from the villiagers (Urvali Kaikküli). They cut and took to their own residence 
for their own use trees standing in Devadana lands. They fore of the yield and dues 
determined by the Superintendents of the temple in lands that come to yield and they 
arbitarily reduced the dues and gave the rights to those whom they favoured. The 
punishment meted out appears to be that the holdings of the offenders were brought 
to sale and sold to the temples as Cande$vara vilai. The inscription is incomplete and 
it is not known if any further punishment was awarded. 


In the 36th year Mar. Kulasekhara I a dispute arose between Valluvanadalvàn 
and Perumbarrapuliyur Nambi. The Sabhaiyar of Tiruppattur gave a gramamanya land 
grant. But Nambi stood apart and did not consent. the available sabhaiyar and the 
temple servants were kept captive inside the temple. For this illegal detention, the 
holdings of Nambi were given over to Vallavanadalvan and the jewellery of the temple 
were redeemed. The lands involved were in dispute for ever 2 years The Chief 
Munayadaraiyan led the Sabhaiyar and temple servants before the king. It was decided 
that as Nambi had not committed any offence the holdings were to be restered to 
him and instead the Brahmin members of the Sabha were asked to allot lands in 
exchange to the temple. Here the King bad faulted the Sabhaiyar and had upheld 
the demur of Perumbarrappuliyur Nambi.? 


A few more instances of assassination of the Brahmins have been recorded in 
Tiruppattur. In the Sth year of Pandya Kulasekhara (unidentified) a number of members 
of the same family Cendasvami. son Karaiyur Kilan. Tiruttalikuttan and his brothers 
and his elder brothers son also named Cendasvami had taken swords and killed Brahmins 
and done other unworthy acts. For this offence their lands were brought to sale and 
also their house sites and the purchaser was the temple! A fragment of another 
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inscription in Tiruppattür appears to record an identical resumption of lands by the 
Sabhaiyar of certain offenders! 


An occupant was alleged to have defaulted in payment of cash taxes and that 
he had a joint responsibility. The Sabhaiyar insisted that he should prove his claim 
of not being liable for the dues by holding a red-hot axe (Parasu dharanam) which 
he declined. Hence he was fined 20 accu against which he sold some of his holdings. 
This is dated in the early part of reign of one Vira Pandya? 


In AD 1387 an accountant in Tiruppattür Ambalattaduvan who had no rights 
caused a smith and a stonecutter to make a spurious inscription and grant deed that 
he had a house-site and accountancy and right to other temple honours. This fraud 
which was a sin against Siva and the Grama was detected. The delinquent fled the 
village. The smith and the stone cutter were banded over to the Kanmalar who punished 
them, and had the necessary amends made agreeable to the temple authorities. The 
accountancy was sold to three others who were inducted into the office! 


Social tensions caused also enmity and killings. The twenty four Urar in Mélai 
Tiruthiyur muttam had some enmity with Paraiyar apparently over some social 
obligations the latter had. The enmity was resolved by Kangeyan the Chieftain. He 
decided that the Paraiyar shall beat the drums on good and bad occasions. Against 
this function per head | kalam Timi paddy shall be measured to the service-holders 
for every crop whether yield or not. In addition on an auspicies occasion Padakku 
rice and 1 pumpkin shall be given to the paraiyar' for the drum-beat. This was in 
Ad 1376. 


An adjoining inscription refers to some grants to the Pallar as well which is 
not intelligible. 


It is rather curious that this bunch of records of crimes and delinquencies all 
come from Tiruppattür. No section of the community is spared and frauds occured 
but were detected. The community took steps to punish the offenders according to 
the penel and moral code prevalent at the time. In most cases cited above, where the 
crime was committed by the Brahmins the resumption or confiscation of the property 
by the community and their transfer to the temple often at a price was the mode 
of punishment In one case of the murder of the Brahmin the culprit was given corporal 
punishment being tied to the buffalo and dragged along the street. The stress and 
strain faced by the community on these occasions of deflection is well brought out. 


SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


The social tensions in Tirupattür were aggrevated by the Muslim invasions under 
Malik Kafur and later by other incursions in the 14th and I5th centuriesIn the wake 
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of Kafur’s invation, a Muslim Sultanate was established in Madurai and it ruled from 
AD 1335 to 1378. 


The insecuritv was felt even in the 44th year of Jat. Vira Pandya, (who could 
be in successor of Mar. Kulasekhara L ( AD 1335). 


The Mülaparudai Mahasabha of Tiruppattür spld the padi kaval rights to the 
Süraikkudi chief, Avayan avayan alias Malava Chakravarti of Tenarruppokku in 
Adalaiyür Nadu for 250 ValalValitirandan panam, and he was eligible to get 10 marakkal 
of paddy per mà on yielding lands^ 

In the 46th year in June-July (Mithuna 20th day) the Sri Rudra Máhésvara 
executives, and the temple executives gave an agreement to thel same Avayan Avayan 
Periyanayan alias Vijayalayattévar of Suraikkudi,in the circumstances set out below? 
(AD 1341). 


The times were bad due to the Muslim invasion. The Tirupattur temple was 
occupied by the Muslims as a cantonment (Palayam) The deities were descrated. The 
Süraikkudi Chief renovated the temple and reconscrated the deities. He was made the 
Chief for Watch and Ward of the temple and privileges were given the special offerings 
before the deity. the head dress(parivattam) and he be called the Dharmakarta, 
"Periyanàyan Vijayalayattévar". He requested that the temple honours be granted in 
the name of the township in which he was born, and this was granted in the name 
of ‘Straikkudi Urar. He was also granted paddy per ma of yielding lands in al! Devadana 
holdings and townships and lands held in the name of the deity. 


Next month the Mahasabha of Tiruppattür also gave an agreement to the same 
Chieftain, who had saved the temple and the township at the time when the Muslims 
occupied the temple and the temple and the Ur got destroved. Out of their gratitude 
theydecided within a circle of 3 kadams in their township on yielded lands, they shall 
give per ma measured by thel rod Kuditangi, one headload of unthreshed paddy bundle 
(Talaiyadu sumaiyaga oru Kattu sudum)- 


for varagu C aa | head load of bundle; 
for gingelly TE Padakku gingelly; and 
Tinai bias 3 kuruni per sey of field. 


The Süraikkudi Chieftains had been dislodged from iheir home-townships and 
they ultimately settled in Kovilür (near Karaikkudi) and were prominently associated 
with that temple? They had gained the gratitude of the Tiruppattur temple and township 
by the benevolent acts. 

In the 22ad year of Jat. Vira, the temple authorities had given a sale deed as 
an ‘Ulavuttavanai’ (as an inducted cultivating tenant) for Rasi panam 1000/- a holding 
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called Mulai kattu vayal to one Alagiyal Nambiyar alias Pallavarayar of Muttür alias 
Uyyakkondacolanallur in Muttürrukkurram* 


But Alagiya Nambiyar did not give the varam (1/2share of the produce) and 
the lands were lying waste. Hence, the Sri Rudra Mahésvaras, the temple executives 
and the Matha authorities and the priests sold the same land on the same tenure as 
Ulavutiavanai, to a scion of the Suraikkudi Chief Senbagarayar Parakrama Pandya 
Vijayalayatievar alias Ariyarayar and others in AD 1422 in the reign of Jat Vikrama 
including the house dsites for Adurapanam 200. The vendees shall cultivate the lands 
and render the varam (1/2 share of the produce) to the deity." 


In both the transactions the Kil Varappaccal was not levied on the lands and 
as such it was not demanded. 


The episode brings out the external intrusion of Muslim and how the Suraikkudi 
Chief saved the township, and renovated the temple. The township and the temple 
authorilties showed their gratitude by conferring temple honojurs and privileges, Padi 
kaval rights, and finally the ‘cultivating rilghts' on certain Dévadana lands on the 
scion of the family of Straikkudi Chieftains. 


Social privilege were also often a matter that caused agitation. But composition 
of differences and extension of concessions to accommodate the less privileged were 
also noticed. In addition to the Tiruppattür experience cited, two records from Palani 
Taluk bear testimony. In the 13th year of Kongu Cola Vikrama the ldaiyar (shepherds) 
of Kiranur alias Kolumangonda Cólanallür were granted the following privileges. In 
building their houses they could have among others a threshold, step and a door and 
plaster their walls. On auspicious occasion they can use a palanquin (Tandu) For 
inauspicious occasion they could use a pallet. They could wear greer apparel (Paccai 
pattu, Puliyur pattu Pattava pattu) they could cover the corpse in the pallet. They 
could engage pipers and drummers for good and bad occasions. These are in addition 
to all customary privilleges (Varifai)*e 


The second instance is from Periyakottai, also in Palani Taluk. The residents of 
Kariyadevanallur were granted the privilege of constructing double storied house, 
sounding of drums on auspicious occasions or otherwise and some others which are 
unclear.” There are gaps in the epigraph. 


Artisans and their privileges. 


Individual artisans for temple servants were granted some privileges or honours. 
The Nagara of Pulam alias Rajarajapuram in the 14th year of Mar. Sundara sold lands 
to the temple. Out of the lands sold it set apart I ma. of land to the Acaryan (the 
carpenter or stone mason) as Acharyabhogam for his enjoyment 
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In Tirunelvéli in the 12th year of Mar. Sundara the artisans stone mason their 
superintendents who distribute their work among them and the smiths (Kollan) all 
granted their respective shares of emoluments for the benefit of a head of the Matha 
so that he could engage his own workmen.” The artisans were the hereditary service 
holders in the temple at Tirunelvéli. The superintendents in-charge of the allocation 
of work gave their (Dasaipperu-corrupt for Dasapperu) in cash and paddy of !⁄, as 
Dharmadana. This was in lieu of 1 accu which was remitted to the temple treasury. 
The chief Viravinoda acaryar had ordered that the head of the matha shall be free 
to engage his own workmen. A number of stone masons including the chicf have 
attested the grant. 


The stone masons gave their 1/8 share and two sections of smiths gave their share 
of 1⁄6 in the same manner. A number of the smiths were illiterates, including the Nagara 
Kollan. Others signed for them. Illiteracy was often noticed among the soldiery, the 
Maravar and the artisans. But that was no bar to their participating in the community 
and township affairs and public transactions creating or renouncing rights! 


Four years later (16th year) in Tirunelveli the Sirpácariyan (the sculptors) had 
made over their Lë share of cash and paddy in favour of the head of the matka, 
receiving 2 accu. The grant was inclusive of the share received by the stone-masoas 
who were resporsible for the supply of stone for the works. The head of the matha 
could himself arrange for the works from the 6th basement (Ayang kalpaqa) and 
the flat level stone work and the load-bearing works (Mattakkal and Baram including 
works. In this document all the subscribers were literates. 


There was a guild (to use the form loosely) or group of artisans - stonemasons, 
smiths and others who had their Chief to assign or allocate works among them. They 
had their distinct share of the compensation in cash and grain which varied among 
the different types of artisans. They were bound to do all the work in the temple 
and had a preferential claim for works in the township. Others who commissioned 
their works like the Matha had to offer the right of forst acceptance, to the service- 
holders of the temple and the township. These other works could be executed by others 
only on relinquishment of the hereditary artisans, which could be had on a commuted 
(perhaps concessional) amount paid to them or the temple under whom they had their 
service tenure. 


Benefactors and those who rendered services to the community were recognised 
and granted privileges. One such grant was by the Rathakara of Mangalavasacceri in 
Pandi Mandalam to a Dasar (Nambi) in an inscription at Poykkaraippatti (near 
Alagarkoil)" An undated inscription at Tirukkalakkudi of the reign of Mar. Sundara I 
gives an interesting episode - Tamila pallavaraiyar (perhaps who hailed from 
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Rajavillipuram in Kilavémbunadu) had installed a new Aludaiyanacciyar deity at 
Tirukkalakkudi temple. A Sivabrahmana Porkoil Bhattan enthusiastically collected 
donations, took steps to get lands tax-free and for the construction of the shrine. Hence 
Kangeyarayan ordered that he may be given 4 nali of food offerings made to the 
deity.’ But in the 13th year of the reign Tamilapallavaraiyan reported to the King 
that the temple authorities had discontinued the supply of rice. It was restored to the 
Sivabrahmana and his successors for all time by a royal order which was sent as 
a written communication to the Sthanattan. 


Civil rights and community decisions 


We may conclude this chapter, noticing the evidence on civil rights and customary 
regulations of the community. 


The temple services were hold in shares. The priests had each his share in rotation 
in a month. Their Arcanabhogam shares could be mortgaged or sold and even granted 
as Dharmadana subject to such successors in title also discharging the obligations that 
had fallen to or undertaken by the principal.“ 


One Seliyakonàr, had purchased land and endowed it for a lamp service himself 
undertaking to pay taxes and render obligations. But he falled to pay Kadamai. Two 
agnates of the original occupant were asked to make good the default as on seeing 
Seliyakonar's grand-deed many cautioned that let there be no transgression of the moral 
standards (Dharmavirodam). The agnates replied that let the donor be brought to account. 
But he did not stand forth to discharge the obligations. The agnates of the original 
occupants agreed to finally make good the default. This was in the early part of the 
reign of Jat. Kulasekhara I/9 


The Srirudras of the temple at Tirumalugandankottai had given an interesting 
decision. If any grown up ladies in their community had no male issue and if their 
daughters get married and went to other places, the head of the family had to deliver 
2 nali of paddy per day per individual who had so left if this was defaulted 1% ma. 
of land on the middle taram (neither the top nor the bottom Taram) out of his holding 
shall be borne (but the text is lost). If the girls were given in marriage from that 
day the girl shall not be entitled to paddy. If the grownup girls died and their absequies 
performed the lands given to them shall revert in the male persons who gave the 
land who had their turn of duty in the temple. These regulations have been agreed 
upon apparently to ensure that if there went no male heirs, still the services were 
performed without any let up“ 


A family partition deed was executed by Rājanārāyanadēvan in the same place 
among 2 (sons) and | daughter, 3 md. each for 2 sons, 7 ma of wet land to his daughter, 
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besides black soil lands. 2 housesites were also to be shared by all the three. The 
share of the daughter is more. 


Women’s right to property was clearly recognised. They could also inherit Sridhana 
D D = D ° D — A zm 
which they could dispose of!” Bigamy even among Brahmins as at Colantaka Cm" 
and polygamy among Chieftains were common. 


We may finally note a very important decision of S. 1303 (AD 1381) recorded 
at Kóvilür. In the month of Tai Ganggyaraja gathered several Brahmin residents from 
various places far and near and settled the scale of gifts which the Brahmins shall 
adopt at the time of giving their daughter in marriage apart from giving them away 
with pouring water. The gathering decided the following agreeable to the Dharma and 
times. (Dharmatiukkum Kalatakkum Porunda) For marriage presents and ornaments 8 
KalaR ju of gold and silver (vessels) 8 Kalañju were fixed. If any one exceeded these 
limits and accep‘ed any larger value of gold and silver, eager to grate money he shall 
not (be deemed to be) a Brahmin. The was subscribed to 6, the Brahmins from afar, 
the resident Brahmins Cediyarayan the Chieftain and few others.” 


This should be considered one of the early dowry regulations setting certain 
permissible limits 


The chapter traverses a wide spectrum of social institutions, customs and manners 
and mode of dispensing criminal and civil justice and equity. To breathe the 
contemporary favour, and reflect the spirit of equity and composition by the 
community, the wording closely follows the text. The impress of the collective decisions, 
with hardly any demur is noteworthy in the decisions. The manner in which they 
were arrived at brought out the self regulating procedure of the Community. Yet the 
influence and initiative of the King and his Chieftains were felt. They did not hesitate 
to interfere and restore balance and equity, if the community could not or did not 
ensure it. 
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FOOT NOTES TO APPENDIX TO CHAPTER X : 


— 


L HOO D +£ WwW PM 


Please see infra op.... 

“Rajendra Vinnagar" - pp. 27-28 

‘The Collected Papers" - p. 140 

397 / 1916, Please sce `` Rajendra Vinnagar 
SII XIV - 88 

3ll / 1928. 

312 / 1928. 

8 / 1926. 


SII XXVI - 532, 533, 534. This Chief had installed a goddess in the temple at Tirukkalakkudi 
in the reign of Mar. Sundara I (AD 1231) - please see 78, 79, 84 and 88/1916). 


48 / 1929. Sivapuri. 

178 / 1936. Tiruppattur. 
50 / 1929. Sivapuri. 

116 / 1948. Tiruppattur. 

35 / 1916. 

38 / 1916. 

202 / 1980-81. 

197 / 1980-81. 

SII V / 30L Also 621905. 


The ayacuts referred to occur in Koil Kuruvitturat. Please see my "Collected Papers - pp. 110 
ff. 


60 / 1905. 

4 / 1915, 

SIIV / 295. 

121 / 1910. Tenkarai. 
122 / 1910. 

124 / 1910. 

126 / 1910. 

SII V - 303. 

239 / 41-42. This prince (Pillai) figures in 248 1941-42. 
265 / 1941-42. 

SII VIII / 423. 
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NA / 1990-9] - Melamangalam. 
SII CIV - 162. 

356 / 1916, cofer 355 / 1916. 
355 / 1916. 

358 / 1916. 

357 / 1916. 

353 / 1916. 

347 / 1916. 

351 / 1916. 

353 / 1916. 

359 / 1916. The ARE abstract gives the name as Pagalilipperumal. 


(ii) At padakku per day, the annual compensation works out to 60%, kalams It is doubtful 
if ‘4 mà could yield that much of paddy, unless otherwise supplemented. 


361 / 1916. 

Amalanadipiran - 5. Idu vyakhyana (Ed - S. Krishnaswami Iyengar) pp. 60-61 
292, 293, 294 / 1941 - Tirunelvéli. 
SII V / 420. 

SII V / 421. 

SII V / 418 

652 / 1916. Sérmadévi. 

SII XXIII - 95 

658 / 1916. 

22 | 1912. 

SII XXVI - 471. 

SII V - 424. 

SII XXIII - 117. 

43] / 1916. Attàlanallür. 

523 , 1958 Alvartirunagari. 

SIL XXVI - 489, 490. 

355 / 1959-60. 

279, 280, 281 . 1920. 

547 1922. 

546 : 1922. 
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6l. 
62. 


65A. 


SII XXVI - 523. 

298 / 1955-56. 

For the history of this township, please see my ‘Collected Papers" - p. 126 ff. 
583, 564 / 1916. 

576, 566, 509 / 1916. 

576 / 1916. 

203, 204, 205 / 1932-33. 

566 / 1916, Also TAS IX, pp. 15, 16. 
Ibid. 

578 / 1916. 

564 / 1916. 

509 / 1916. 

585 / 1916. 

582 / 1916. 

583 / 1916. 

579 / 1916. 

Please see my ‘Pudukkottai Studies’ - p. 303. 
269, 270 / 1940-41. 

243 / 1923. 

SII XXVI - 108 (Vatteluttu - 10th century) 
244 / 1950-31. 

33 / 4647. 

475 / 1930. Attür. 

304 / 62-63. Ottappidàram. 

414 / 1916 (Kollam 662) 

706 / 1916 - Sérmadévi. 

707 / 1916 - Sérmadévi. 

338, 340 / 1916 - Tiruvaii$varam. 
556 / 1916. 

SII XXVI - 493, 494, 495. 

SII XXIII - 436. 

SII XIV - 234. 

99 / 1908 


363 


THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS — PART II 


565/1922. 

SII XIV - 237. 

8/1928-29. - Dalapatisamudram. 
597/1916 - Pattamadai. 

444, 445, 446, 451, 427/1930. 
66, 67/1917. 

501927 - Tirunelveli. 
276194142 

25/1929 - Śivapuri. 

24/1929. 

364/1920-30 - Valliyur. 
370/916. 


A late inscription refers to the metrilinear inheritance among dancing girls by referring to the 
mother as “‘Pita-stre’’. 410/1916 (Tiruppudaimarudur) 


42/927 - Tirunelveli. 

600/1915. 

412, 421/1916. 

The card index is not traceable. It is recollected that this inscription was in Tiruppattur Taluk. 
333/1923. 

695/1916. 

62/1927. 

335/1959-60. 

327/916. 

636/1917. 

546/1922. 

SII XXVI - 491. 

644/1917. 

298/1923, 304/1923. 

3/1931-32. 

14:1931-32. 

Please see “Rajendra Vinnagar" - p. 22. 
3631916. 

336 : 1916. 
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126. 


127. 
128. 


133. 


135. 


368 / 1916. 
80, 81 / 1927, Tirunelveli. 


Please see supra (Chapter IX) 
Also Caturvedimangalam - 308, 309 / 1928. 


Tiruppattur - 119, 120 / 1908. 
Tirukkalakkudi - $0! 1916. 

602 / 1906. 

42 / 1909 - SII XXIII / 460. 

119, 120 / 1908. 


I am indebted to the State Director of Archaeology, Kerala State for the identification of Vellai 
nadu. The Vellai nadar should not be confused with the Nadars, as rightly stated in the confused 
with the Nadars, as rightly stated in the Travancore Annual Report of ME 1096 - (p. 90) Also 
TAS V pp. 90-22. 


TAS V pp. 90-92. 
325 / 1916. 
For eg. Al / 1936-37. (AD 1433) 


Also 596 / 1926 - Srivilliputtür (Virappanayaka) 
718/1916 - Sermadevi - AD 1544. 
2/1923  - Kondagai - AD 1545. 
163A / 1936 - Tiruppattür - AD 1575. 

303 / 1916 - Ambasamudram - AD 1623. 
378 / 1916 -  Brahmadesam - AD 1625. 
379 / 1916 - Brahmadesam - AD 1622. 
A2-936-37. - Srivilliputtür - AD 1745. 
432 / 1914 - Sankarankoil - Vi$vavasu. 
588 / 1926 - Srivilliputtur - Visvavasu. 


65 / 1929. 

55 / 1929. 

534 / 1962-63 - Tiruppattur. 
140 / 1936 - Pillaiyarpatti. 
All / 1954-55. 

340 / 1949-50. 

322 / 1923 - Tirukkottiyur. 
170 / 1936 - Tiruppattur. 
309 / |928 - Caturvedimangalam. 
301, 302, 303 / 1923. 

172 : 1936. 


2] / 1929. 

104 / 1908 - Tiruppattur. 
125 / 1908. 

133 / 1908 - Tiruppattur. 
185 / 1936. 

534A / 1962-63. 

164 / 1936. 

126, 127 / 1908. 

69 / 1924 - Periccikoil. 
A -— ISA 122 / 1908 
B - 155B 120 / 1908 
C - 155C 19 / 1908 
D 


THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS — Part II 


-- 155D. On this please see "The vicissitudes of visayaccilai-pp156-161. The "Collected 


papers’, especially pp. 160-161 


E - I5-E 128 / 1908 
F - 155F. 124 / 1908 
SII V / 283. 

SH XXIII / 463. 

260 / 1941. 

295 / 1941, Tirunelveli 


Eg. 102 / 1916 - Tirukkalakkudi. 


Sannavanam - 29 / 1916. 
296 / 1961. 

222 / 1938-39. 

87 / 1916 - Tirukkalakkudi. 
88 / 1916. 

Eg. SII. XIII / 167-168. 

SII V - 756. 

275 / 1941 - Kurumbur. 


52 / 1931-32 - Tirumalugandankottai. 


53 / 1931-32. 

SII V - 300. Tenkarai. 
SII V - 297. 

526 / 1962-63 - Kovilur. 
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Chapter XI 


Gleanings of the economic conditions in the Pandyan 
Townships in the 10th to the 13th Centuries. 


This chapter attempts to glean the available evidence on the economic 
conditions in the Pandyan Townships. Already in the chapters above, an attempt to 
portray the agararian economy, The land yield, the community’s economic effort 
and outlay on charitable endowments, the agrarian distress due to natural calamities, 
the heavy burden on land dues, their variety, in kind and in services, the exactions 
by chieftains and modes of relief afforded have been brought out in vivid detail. 


This chapter attempts to marshal evidence on the exchange ratios, the interest 
rates in vogue, the wage workers wage levels for specific categories of workers and 
the land sale prices besides the price levels especially the relative gradation of prices 
for the different commodities. The level of wages for the professionals and the 
yield of cows is also assessed. 


This is a pioneer effort in some respects. The task is beset with inherent 
difficulties. For one thing the evidence is in parenthesis. For another, to establish 
the correlation between the coinage occurring in the inscription and the value of 
each or their nexus, numismatic studies required have not progressed alongside and 
adequately. The evidence mentioned here can, to some extent, be suggestive of the 
intensive work still to be done. Hence the attempt is to chronologically arrange the 
data as culled from the epigraphs, but they need to be worked out in further detail 
with further and sustained advance in numismatic studies. 


L Exchange ratios. 
In Anaimalai, one Ilakkasu equalled 7% new akkam in AD 939: 


In AD 101l, in the reign of Rajaraja I, a kasu has been held equal to 8 akkam. 
It could fetch 7 kalams of paddy in Gangaikondan? 


In AD 1092 in Attur, | kasu was equal to 7 2/3 Dramam: 


In a lOth century inscription", and in the reign of Cola Kulottunga I (AD IIIOP 
| ka$u was equal to 7 Dramam*. 


In the 4lst year of Kulottunga I also (AD IHI), | kasu equalled 7 Dramams at 
Tirukostiyur also® In the 13th year of Mar Sundara | accu was equal (meni) to 
13 Dramam. The term “meni dramam” refers to the exchange ratio between 
Kasu and Dramam. 
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3 Accu were equal to 39 Dramam/ But the ratio varies from time to time and 
at different places. perhaps this might be attributed to the velocity of 
circulation and age of the dramam. The older it was the lesser its value in 
relation to the kasu. 


In AD 1237 (Mar. Sundara I - 2lst year) in Salaigramam 21 1/2 kalanju have 
been equated with 10 5/8 anai accu. 

This gives a ratio of 2 kalanju is equal to 1 anai accu? 

In Circa AD 1286 in the reign of Mar Vikrama in Alagarkoil 1 Amt accu 
equalled 3 palaiya ka$u? 

In the l4th year of Mar Kulasekhara (AD 1282), 5 1/2 varahans equalled 55 
panam at Girtyambalpuram.” 

In AD 1300, (32nd year of Mar Kulasekhara I), | accu was equal to 100 panam." 
In Tiruvadavur a Konerinmaikondan grant gives the equation of | 3/4 accu to 
102 3/16 (munru mamukkani panam), | accu thus equals roughly 59-60 panam! 
In the same place in the 9th year of Parakrama Pandya, | palampon equalled 
IO Rasipanam® 


These illustrate the variety of the currencies and how they had changed from 
time to time. But more than one form of currency was current at one and the 
same time. 


The Dramam was a lower denomination like the akkam and was long in use, 
though its exchange value, as noticed above, fluctuated and depreciated. The 
exchange ratio also varied. As noticed in an earlier chapter. it was varied 
deliberately to confer concessional terms to tenants or occupants for paying 
cash levies due. 


Interest rates 


The interest rates could be gleaned from the deposits against which the supply 


of paddy or ghee had to be made for the interest - equivalent. Here again, the 
intrinsic value or exchange value of the various coinage in use during the study 
period pose problems. Hence we have to work backwards from the rate of supply 
of ghee or paddy and assume, the rates being the same, that the different coinages 
have more or less equal or comparable purchase value. But, the measures used in 
different townships and even within the same township varied and the assumption 
that the liquid measure are uniform may also be vitiated. Sometimes the measure 
used is specified but more often. 
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There are, of course some exceptional cases which are not explicable in the 
present state of our knowledge. Also, the rate of paddy equivalent of interest has 
varied from one place to another and from time to time. 


The data are tabulated in Table I for clarity. The inferences that can be drawn 
are set out below: 


ll kasu of Rajendra Cola Is reign are equal to 15, 36, 10, 12 kasu in different 
reigns of Cola Pandyas in the same location at Ambasamudram and Sermadevi. The 
deposit for a wick for the lamp was one kasu in Ambasamudram but by AD 101 
it was % ka$u at Attur. 


In the reign of Jat Kulasekhara (1190-217) 1 accu had an interest yield of 
4-3 kalams in 1203 - 1204. The paddy equivalent of interest has declined by 1205 and 
it was as high as 25% against paddy deposit. 


In Mar Sundara Is reign, at Tiruvali$varam interest equivalent to paddy was 5 
kalams per accu. But in Kallidaikuricci for 7 accus deposited, the paddy equivalent 
was less about 2 4/7 kalams. Again for 7 1/2 accus deposited 91 1/4 nali of ghee 
was supplied at Valudiyur in AD 1235 which is exceptionally low. So too in AD 
1267 in Sermadevi 1 accu yielded only kalams of paddy by way of interest by 6 
nali-measure. 


In the regin of Mar Kulasekhara deposits of 3 Nallanai accu, and 100 panams 
respectively yielded the same quantum of ghee. The rate of interest by way of 
paddy for paddy deposits was about 19-1940. 


In the l6th century, 160 Kaliyugaraman panam were needed as deposit the 
interest of which was adequate for the standard quantum of ghee of 91% nali. A 
kottai (2 kalams) of paddy needed 35 5/7 panam in AD 1578 


If the 160 panams deposit can be considered equal to 25 cows or 50 cost 5 2/5 
panam, and a sheep 3 2/10 in AD 1531. 


The Coliyapalankasu deposited needed was more at about 50 for 1 lamp. In AD 
1286, | accu was equal to 3 palankasu and 33 palankasu deposited in Alagarkoil 
yielded 91% nali of ghee. In Tenkarai (Vaigai belt) 1 accu had paddy-equivalent of 
interest of 2 tuni and 1 kuruni in Jat Vikramas reign. 


In the Palani area 1 tolai kalanju was deposited to fee 1 lamp. 


It can be inferred that the ruling interest rate for deposit for religous and 
charitable endowments ranged from about 19 to 25% and exceptionally as in 
Anaimalai, during Parantaka’s time at 405. By and large the scale of ghee or paddy 
yield supply had been constant and the variations in coinage and their value should 
account for the variations, but on the assumption that the measure used is the same. 
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III. Wages 


Some idea of the prevailing wages can be culled out of the epigraphic 
evidence. These data necessarily pertain to the temple servants and garden tenders or 
those employed for other such services in the temple. There were usually service 
tenure lands attached. In certain cases wages by way of paddy and clothing or 
cooked rice were also provided. The cooked rice supplied might be in addition to the 
service tenure lands For the data collected and presented below, the relative 
gradation of the services can be ascertained. As far as is ascertainable, the data are 
presented in chronological sequence. But the provision made cannot be considered 
absolute as it has to be taken with other service tenure lands and privileges which 
are not stated in totality. 


Table 2 
A 
SII III 
106 
Madurai 


Anamalai -Parakesari Parantaka I 33rd year. 
Deposit 15 Ilakkasu - interest 6 Ilakkasu - 40% rate of interest 
Scale of feeding : 

10 : 8 : paddy to rice recovery - 2 nali 

3 curries : curds nali 

Ghee - 2 $evidu 

Betel, nuts - 2 

To cook = daily 5 nali and 1 cloth for 6 months 


(Per year 18 kalams less 3 nali of paddy and a pair of cloth). 
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B 
SII XIV/95 
Ambasamudram Colan Talaikonda Vira Pàndya 
AD 966 
Acariyar V (veli) 
Kanakkabhandaram 
(Treasury & Accounts) (veli) 
Man 8 l^ veli = 2 mà 
Bachelor servants (4 ma each) and 6/7 kuru of 
Paduvaram capital for clothing. 
Piper troupe 1/7 of Paduvaram as capital for 
clothing. 
Piper troupe 10 14 (veli) (2% mà per individual) 
Sri Karyam Superintendent 7 ma (to yield per day 4 nali 
rice) 
Potter 2 ma 
Fuel-supplier 2 ma 
Cleaner 2 ma 
Washerman 2 ma 
Stone mason 14 veli or 5 ma 
C _ 
SH V/724 
Ganga:kondan Cola Rajaraja I - 26th year AD IOI 
Per day Per year 
Gardener - Plaiter of flowers 4 nal 15 5/24 kalams 
Tiruvaradanai priest (Brahmit) .. Capital for clothing 2 kasu 
Garden tender, planter (women) 4+ akkam (v2 kasu) 
Clothing per 2 - 3 akkam 


per | - 12 akkam 
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Kuruval Kuli 


1/1196. 


SII XIV 
191, 192 Attar 


Flower supplier 
Firewood supplier 
Tiruvaradanai (Brahmin) 


Sivabrahmanan 


ARE 214/1953 Perungulam 


Garden tender 


Capital for cloth to be 
supplied 


SII XIV/238 ` Tirupattur 


Gardener 


Capital for clothing 
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3 nali (being interest on tuni, 1 tuni, 
1 nali, ulakku or 334 nal, ie, 9 


(confer 8 1/3% at Tiruvali$varam 
below) 


Colapandya-Mar, Vikrama 


Per day Per year 

4 nali 15 5/24 kalams 
| nali 3 77/96 kalams 
Kuruni 3% kalams 

2 nali 7 29/40 kalams 
per head 


Kulottunga I 3l. AD 1101 


Per day Per year 
Kuruni Paddy 30 Kalam, 
5 Kuruni. 


10 Dramams per year 
(presently 1 kasu - 10 Dramam) 


Jat. Srivallabha - 17th year (AD 1107) 


2 kuruni per day 60 kalams, 
10* kuruni, 1 kuruni 2 Tuni 


|] kasu per year 


*(Note : In such close proximity, the wages of a gardener could 
not have doubled. Perhaps the measure was varied). 


203-1—48 
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G 
ARE 370 1926 Tiruvali$varam Jat. Kulasekhara I 3 + 1 = AD 194 
Kuruvai Per kalam of paddy 
(dehusking work women) kuruni paddy 8 1/3% 
H 
633 1916 Sermadévi Jat. Kulasékhara 16 (AD 1206) 
Priests Kalam 3 kuruni 
Pipers (Uvaccer) 2 Tuni 
Potters (Kusavan) Kalam 
I 
697 1916 Sermadévi Date & ruler not available. 
Land endowed to be reclaimed for the maintenance of a 
garderner | ma mukkani 
Alternatively, a share of the food-offerings were made oer to 
them (691/1916). 
J 
308 1949-50 Hayangudi Mar. Sundara - llth year 
(unidentified) 
Taccan Kuli | accu (yielding 4 kalams of paddy 
(Stone mason or as interest) 
carpenter) 
1/1983 Mudikkarai Jat. Sundara 10 years 
3 bonded labour - (Sanmar) sold for 10 panam in the name of 
genapati - nayanar (Visvaksena) for the Visnu temple. 
676/1916 Sermadevi Kulasekhara 7th year 


Stone mason a) Svatantram 4 nali of cooked rice per day 


b) Kuruni paddy per ma from lands in certain 
ayacuts belonging to the Visnsu Temple. 
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339/1916 


SII XXVI/521 


79/1927 


66/1727 


Tiruvalisvaram 


Vedaparayanam 


N 
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Jat. Vira 


6 nali per day 22 kalam kuruni and 
9 nali per year. 


Land was assigned in substitution 
with both Melvaram and Kudivaram 
and the Brahmin was free to induct 
any tenant of his choice therein. 


Colapuram (Srivilliputtir Tk) Vira Pandya (1258-1259) 


Stone mason for pavement 1] accu 


to be done with stone 


O 


Tirunelveli 


Carpenter Kani land 


Washerman 


Pranopakari 
(apothecary) 


Tirunelveli 


Mar. Kulasekhara (AD 1291) 


assigned when forming 
a Brahmadeya 


Pandya Vikrama 6th year 


Provision made for instrumentalist 


Ariyam paduvan 
Vacciyan 


2 ma to yield 10 kalams 


Mattalam 6 persons plus a seed bed land - 


Idakkai vasippan 
Mattam 
Kangu (Talam) 


mukkani 
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67/1927 


39/1927 


—/1984-85 
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Nrttavadyam (Dance troupe) 


Ariyampattu 2 kasu 
Mattalam 2 kasu 
Idakkai 1⁄4 kasu 

$ 2 kasu 

S 2 kasu 
Kanja (Talam) IY kasu 

Rhythm keeper 

I] kasu 
plus 8 ma of land 
R 

Tirunelveli Konerinmaikondan 
8 gardeners v, veli or 10 ma 
2 Kaivitharigal (supervision) | ma per head 


10 


Note : Already mention has been made of the accredited stone 
mason's wages and their foregoing their rights of first 
engagement in favour of a matha. Please see page. 


S 


Tolaivillimangalam Date not available 


Cleaner 3 nàli paddy 11 13/32 kalams per 
year 

Firewood supplier ` 4 — 7 I5 524 ` 

Cook 5 ` 18 kalams " 


Potter Kuruni 30 5/12 Kalams ` 
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374/1972-73 


SH VIII/A44 


Mopper of floor 


in the matha 4 nali 15 5/24 kalams ” 
Executive Tuni 12] 2/3 kalams ” 
in the matha 
Kuruval (dehusking 3 nali 11 13/22 " 
or sundry work) 
T 
Taruvai Konerinmai Kondan 


Sivabrahmana 3 Kuruni of cooked Kal Tun nali 
rice per day 228 1 4 


(At the standard rate or 5 : 2 : Paddy : rice recovery. 


Pipers l kuruni = 30 5/12 kalams per year 
Dancing girl for 5 nali Per year - 52 kal. 
Tiruvandikkappu url rice 3 nali, 1 ulakku 
paddy. 
Dancing girl 
Cleaner of floor 
Dancer 4 nali uri 39 kalam 
Flower garland planter rice 2 Tuni 
preparing sandal, turmeric 2 kuruni 
for Thiruvandikappu 6 nali 
l uri 
U 
Tiruccendur Kollam 650 AD 1474 


- for 10 days’ festival service 
Server (Paricarakar) Rice 4 nali - '4 kottai 2 panam 
Potter 6 kottai + 1/16 per 10 days 
Mattaval (sundry labour) 4 persons - 4 nali per day 
= For 10 days | kalam, 2 tuni 
Garland plaiter 1 kottai panam 12 u 3 panam 
Supervisor for 10 days - kottai, panam 5. Price of 1 kottai paddy 
- 4 panams. 
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Scale of provisions and prices and the relatives gradations among the various 
commodities of every day use for food offerings. 


Inscriptions of the early Pandyan rulers and of the Imperial Colas threw a 
flood of light on the commodities in use, and their prices in terms of paddy or 
cash, as the case may be. They also give the scales of food served for the Brahmins, 
a pot-full of rice (Satti $oru) and also offerings to the deity. Similar data are 
comparatively lacking in the medieval Pàndyan inscriptions. They mostly make à 
grant in lump of the land dues or land or land yield for the various services. 


The typical data on the scale of offerings, commodities required and their 
prices in terms of paddy and cash, and the annual value computed are tabulated in 
the statements appended, covering the period 1011 to 1472 (lith to 15th century) (Table 
3) There are a few more inscriptions of the l6th century (for eg. TAS IX p7 from 
Pallakkal (AD 1502) SII V 750 Sermadevi (AD 1542)) but these fall outside the 
study period and the value of coinage also indeterminate. The tenable inferences that 
can be drawn are set out below. 


The force of "longue duree" is evident. The ratio of recovery of rice to paddy 
was 2:5 throughout from the tenth to the fourteenth century, though earlier it was 
86 (vide Anamalai inscription of Parantaka | - for 15. This would suggest earlier 
there was more of bran content and later dehusking of paddy was more. Ghee, and 
fried curries, and starchy rice were food-items very commonly used. This could not 
be considered to be a balanced diet, and the comment applies to the Brahmin 
literati, and priestly class. Even among other sections, the quantum of rice used was 
disproportionate. 


The level of prices in terms of paddy was steady. Changes noticed during the 
period (llth to 14th century) were within a narrow band. Commodities locally 
produced and available, and pulses were priced in terms of paddy. But pepper, 
camphor, akil (aloe-wood), sandal and gur and clothing were priced invariablly in 
cash. By and large, bartar should have been prevalent. The interest yield of paddy 
deposits was at a higher rate; perhaps because paddy over a period, will perish or 
deteriorate due to weevil action or rats eating away the grain. : 


A variety of cloth were produced. This has been noticed even in the 
Tiruccendür inscription of Varaguna Maharaja. The cloth used for curtain were 
priced lower than the cloth worn by the temple servants. The former needed only 
| akkam and the latter 2 kaSu per year. The proportion of betel nuts to betel is 
rather larger than in present day practice of chewing. 


A few terms like “Pol kari” and “ennapuri” baked in fire are not clear. "Old 
rice" was preferred to the newly harvested and dehusked rice. 
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V. Land Sale prices 


Though numerous inscriptions refer to the sale of land and many give the 
price paid still there are difficulties in deriving meaningful inferences. The 
condition of the land sold was often waste and it had to be reclaimed. Tanks has 
to be repaired. Scrub jungle should have needed clearing. These should have entered 
into the consideration paid. The extent of the land sold is also not available in 
many cases. The proportion of land price per se was only a fraction of the total 
price. The capitalisation for land due payments was in one case 5 times the price of 
the land per se. In the 22nd year of Kulottunga L the Urars of Attür sold 1 kani 
of land (% ma) for ke kasu. But the land tax deposit was 2- kasu, five times the land 
price per per se ; on realising the amount the Urar agreed to bear the land levies. 
The soil fertility could have also varied from the river fed to the rainfed tracts. 
Even in channel-fed ayacuts, the lands near the head-sluice, middle of the command 
and at the tail-end were distinguished. The coinage too varied from time to time and 
no derivation of their nexus can be made. 


The following are a few typical cases of land of sales. 


Table 4 
Reference Place Character Ruler & Price 
of land date rate 
(I) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
SE 
S L IV/412 Tirunelvéli River fed Jat Kulasékhara | A.D. 1202 I ma = 2 kasu 
466/1930 Attür River fed Mar Kulasékhara Sth year ] mà = 3 accu 
465/1930 Attur A sale of habitat and garden in the 7th year of 
the same reign does not reveal the price. 
104/1916 Tirukkalakkudi ` Rain fed Jat. Sundara 8th year | ma = 10 Rasi panam 
478/1930  Séndamangalam = — Tr. Kulasekhara 2 mà - | Accu 
95/1908 Tiruppattur Well-irrigated Kulasekhara 50 kasu 


ADEL ee Li LU MN 
The last purchase was by the Mülaparudaiyar from a Brahmin. The land had 
a well to irrigate and presumably the high price paid could attributed to this 
facility. The extent is not known. 


VI. Yield of cows and trees 


In an earlier chapter we have noticed how the yield of milch cattle and sheep 
was poor. It was almost stagnent in the entire period of study from the 9th to l4th 
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century. The price of sheep and cows also appeared to be low. The reason is not far 
to seek. The livestock condition was not improved and there was no knowledge of 
the process for improving it. Further data collected from the epigraphs confirm the 
observations made earlier. 


In Anaiyur (Tirumangalam Tk) in about AD 1022, 16 cows yielded 4 nali ; ie. 
| cow yielded - nali? In Tiruvalisvaram in the reign of Mar Vikrama Colapandya, 
13 cows were needed to feed | lamp and 25 sheep for : lamp.” This last is 
confirmed by the provision of 100 sheep for 2 lamps in Jet Srivellabha’s time in 
Tentirupüvanam20 (AD 1107) In Seranmadevi, in the same reign 50 sheep cost 90 
dramam ie. 1 4/5 Dramam) per sheep (the meni of the draman is not given)" In 
the 2nd year of Jat Kulasékhara, a cow and a calf cost D accu at Maranda 


In Tirumalai (Ramnad dt) in the 6th year of Sri Vallabha in an endowment 
by the Queen herself, 96 sheep were equated to 30 cows. Adding 70 cows, 100 cows 
yielded per day 10 nali. Thus 1 cow could sive 1/10 nàli or 4 sevidu of milk? In 
Tirunelveli for 30 cows endowed the shepyard agreed to deliver ghee at 1 nali and 
| uri2! in all for anointing on every Asthami day and uri ghee for the Pillaiyar 


In Tiruvadavur? in the reign of Mar. Kulasekhara, 132 sheeps could deliver per 
day uri ghee or 30 sheep yielded 1 alakku ghee. 


The clinching evidence of Piranmalai of AD 1306. (Mar. Kulasekhara I) that 
6 cows yielded | nàli, ie, per cow 1/6 nali of 6 2/3 sevidu is only a marginal 
improvement over the yield of 4 sevidu in Tiumalai cited above.“ 


The yield of mangoes from a tree is recorded in a late inscription of S 1635 
in Karungalakkudi". It had taken 9 years for 8 mango trees planted in Vijaya year 
to yield which it did in Subhakrit 


These data could indicate that both in animal husbandry or horticulture. The 
level of technology was stagnant for centuries. The stock and their breed being the 
same was static not was there any possibility of their yield improving over the 
period 9th to the 14th century. The inference already drawn for an earlier period 
gets fully confirmed by the conclusive evidence pertaining to these centuries." 
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FOOTNOTES 
L I III 106 
2. SI V 724 
3 442 / 1930 
4 239 / 1933 
5. 218/1933 
6 284/1923 
7 SI VI An 
8 3l2 / 1949-50 
9 297 [930 
10. — 455, 456, 460 / 1916 
UL 416 / 1916 
D 492 / 1962-3 
D 485 / 1958-59 
17. 506 / 6263 
8 Si XIV / 187 
19. SI XIV / 196 
20. 474 / 1916 
2L SI XIV / 209 
22. 304/1918 
23. 51 / 1927 
24. SI V / 426 
25. 472 / 62-63 
26. SII VIL / 427 
27 ARE 158 / 1973 
28. 
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The author could testify from his personal boyhood experience that the yield of gift cows 
to Prohits in villages, usually for the merit of the deceased, generally was only Alakku 


or ulakku milk per day even in the thirtees of this century. 
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